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PREFACE

December, 2022 issue of our journal has been published and the credit goes to the members of our journal
society. We have placed another beautiful digital painting of renowned artist Basudev Mondal on the cover
page of the journal as usual. The title of the painting i1s “Blue Horizon . The justification of the title of the
painting in today’s perspective is that we have recovered from the adverse situation and a new journey
begins.

Basudev Mondal is Assistant Professor & H.O.D, Bengali at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar Satabarshiki
Mahavidyalaya, Helencha, W.B. Apart from his teaching profession he is a renowned artist. He is one of the
members of the board of associate editors of our journal. He has achieved various awards and honours in the
field of art and painting. Some of the achievements are mentioned here:

Awards:

1. Triple Champion Medalist, Calcutta University.

2. Honour and Felicitation from Kolkata Theatre for Human Development at Rabindra Sadan Kolkata,
3. Bina Pam1 Samman from Barasat Suti Sanskriti Sanstha, 24 Pgs(N).

4. Honour and Felicitation from Bongaon Charukala Parsad, 24 Pgs(N).

5. Honour and Felicitation from Cultural Unit of Duttafulia, 24 Pgs(N).

6. Honour from “DOUR” Bengali Magazine, 24 Pgs(N).

7. Honour from “NOUKA’ Bengali Magazine at Bangla Academy, Kolkata.

8. Honour from ‘BALMIKI" Bengali Magazine at Bangla Academy, Kolkata.

9. Honour and Felicitation from “AMAR EKUSHE’ Bengali Magazine, 24 Pgs(N).
10. Honour and Felicitation from ‘EKATA SANGHA” 24 Pgs(N).

11. West Bengal Govt. CRIRA O YUBAKALYAN BIVAG Award (2*).

12. Certificate of Proficiency (1%) C. R. Roy Memorial Art Contest.

Solo Exhibition:

1.2012 AJANTA ART GALLERY, Kolkata-124.
2.2009 EKATA SANGHA, Mandapghata, 24 Pgs(N).
3. 2007 Barasat Suti Sanskriti Samsad, 24 Pgs(N).

Invited Exhibition:

1. 2012 All India Annual Paintings Exhibition, Ajanta Art Gallery, Kolkata-700124,
2.2011 Boi Mela Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

3. 2010 Charukala Prasad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N).

4. 2010 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

5. 2009 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

6. 2009 Charukala Parsad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N).

Group Exhibition:

1. 2012 All India Annual Painting Exhibition, Ajanta Art Gallery, Kolkata-700124.
2. 2011 Japan, Tokyo-CHUWA GALLERY, Tokyo-104-0061 Japan.

3.2011 Birla Academy of Art and Culture.

4.2011 Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata.

5.2011 Kala Mela Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata.

6. 2011 Bongaon Charukala Parsad, 24 Pgs(N).

7. 2010 Academy of Fine Arts, Kala Mela Kolkata.

8. 2010 Chemould Art Gallery, Kolkata.

viii
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9. 2010 Banipur Art Society, 24 Pgs(N).

10. 2009 Birla Academy of Art and Culture, Kolkata,
11. 2009 Barasat Sanskriti Sanstha, 24 Pgs(N).

12. 2009 Charukala Parsad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N).

13. 2009 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

Our effort is to present a good quality journal before the society as a whole and before the intellectual
community in particular.

Thank you.

Dr. Barin Kumar Roy,
Editor-in-Chief, IJIRD.
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EDITORIAL-1

Gradually we are recovering after the pandemic situation of COVID-19 that persisted for more than
two years. The Indian education system has been afflicted by the CPVID-19 pandemic and its
aftereffects can be observed from the new Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE) Plus Report 2021-22 by the Ministry of Education. The said report is an extensive study
that provides information on the number of teachers in schools, the enrollment rate in schools, and
the availability of important facilities such as toilets, buildings, and electricity. While it was
launched in 2018-19, there has been some important additional performance indicators recorded for
the first time, including the availability of integrated science labs, co-curricular activities rooms,
sustainable development activities related to the environment, such as solar panels, rainwater
harvesting and kitchen gardens.

The UDISE Plus Report 2021-22 provides a comprehensive overview of current developments in
the Indian education system, which will undoubtedly be beneficial for improving all necessary
aspects and requirements of the system. However, despite reports like the UNICEF poll and the
Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) survey indicating that dropout rates increased in India
during the pandemic, UDISE Plus data does not reflect this reduction and goes on without
mentioning the probable causes of some detrimental changes like the decline in the number of
teachers. Henceforth, although the study provides a comprehensive assessment of the condition of
the Indian education system, it requires more scrutiny and improvement in terms of obtaining
reliable and accurate data as well as providing the probable causes of the specified changes in the
system. Even though there are a few flaws, the report does a fine work of providing a detailed
analysis of the important facets of the system. It additionally signifies the change in these aspects
and possibly provides hope for a greater change as demonstrated by the parity in promotions, an
increase in enrollment rate in all sections of society, and an improvement in providing students with
basic amenities and learning facilities, as outlined in the new national education policy’s roadmap.

Dr. Barin Kumar Roy,
Editor-in-Chief, 1JIRD.
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EDITORIAL-2

Government of India has just floated National Education Policy (NEP), 2023. The main focus of
the policy is on foundational literacy and numeracy that is to provide all the students the most basic
learning requirement of reading, writing and arithmetic. So, there is a revamp of school education
and examination system with examinations at 2", 5" and 8" grade, though the board examinations
of 10" and 12" standards are retained. The board examination will be conducted twice a year and a
student is given two chances to pass the examination. Interdisciplinary and multilingual mode is
adopted to provide individual attention to the students giving special emphasis to their needs and
ability, But, the school education in India, at present, does not have that infrastructure to
accommodate the changes forthwith. We have lack of school premises, books and educational kits
and above all, the number of teachers and mentors to cater the interdisciplinary and multilingual
mode Government of India has just floated National Education Policy (NEP), 2023. The main focus
of the policy is on foundational literacy and numeracy that is to provide all the students the most
basic learning requirement of reading, writing and arithmetic. So, there is a revamp of school
education and examination s&stem with examinations at 2™, 5" and 8" grade, though the board
examinations of 10™ and 12" standards are retained. The board examination will be conducted
twice a year and a student is given two chances to pass the examination. Interdisciplinary and
multilingual mode 1s adopted to provide individual attention to the students giving special emphasis
to their needs and ability. But, the school education in India, at present, does not have that
infrastructure to accommodate the changes forthwith. We have lack of school premises, books and
educational kits and above all, the number of teachers and mentors to cater the interdisciplinary and
multilingual modeof teaching.

In higher education sector, four year undergraduate degree programme is proposed to be introduced
both in general as well as professional and vocational degree courses with multiple exit options.
This will provide easy options to the students in obtaining a degree -

A certificate after completion of 1 year of study

A diploma after completion of 2 years of study

A Bachelor’s degree after completion of 3-year of study

A 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s degree afier completion of4-year of studywith some
preferred subjects

oooao

MPhil has been discontinued and a student may enrol to PhD programme after completing 4-year
Bachelor’s degree.

Though it 1s a very good option to the students, but the lack of infrastructure and unavailability of
teachers may deter its implementation.

We now waiting for the government to take necessary steps to develop the infrastructure, laboratory
facilities and recruitment of teachers and teaching assistants in proper proportion, so that the
programme will not appear to be burden to the existing education fraternity. Before
implementation, we hope, government must take correct and positive steps to improve the existing
facilities and that will yield good result of NEP-2023.

Dr. Biswajit Maiti,
Managing Editor, 1JIRD.

Xi
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EDITORIAL-3

I feel immense pleasure that the International Journal of Integrated Research and Development
(IJIRD) December, 2022 volume will be released soon. During New Normal, all authors are trying
to focus on research and development for the betterment of the society in addition to the normal
work of his/her own desk. Therefore, a good look and diverse theme of papers through
multidisciplinary research journals have to be released for the readers and researchers soon. 1
convey my hest wishes to all committee members of the journal society, IJIRD and researchers
abroad for their own contribution as a whole. I convey my sincere thanks and gratitude to all senior
personalities for the best work and advice to make the journal a finest one. Not only that, I also
convey my thanks to the authority of the printing division who has taken effort to make it complete
in a stipulated time without any delay. Last but not least, thanks goes to the general members,
advisory committee members, IJIRD for their direction to make the journal a complete one at the
end of the year 2022 and before the onset of January, 2023. Hope all will benefit from this volume
and be inspired to write articles for the next issue in a new year, 2023.

Thanks to all

Dr. Debabrata Das,
Additional Editor, IJIRD.

Xii
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Migration from Nepal to India with Special Reference to Gorkhaland

Paper Id: JIRD/01/V-2/Dec/22

Anandita Biswas
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science,
Diamond Harbour Women’s University, West Bengal.
E-Mail: ananditabiswas.polsc(@gmail.com

Abstract

Migration is an age-old phenomenon. It is a worldwide trend since time immemorial. People cross
boundaries for a variety of reasons and different states devise their immigration law that encourages ceriain
Jorms of border crossing while at the same time restricting others. Generally, migrants move from areas having
less opportunity to areas of high opportunity as happened in the case of Nepali migration to India. The turmoil
and the outburst revolving round the hilly terrain of Darjeeling dates back to a hundred and twenty years old
separatist demand. While dealing with the issue of national identity of ‘Indian Nepalis’, it is pertinent to
munderstand the actual status of the Nepalis, a large immigrant community from another sovereign state. Nepal
and India share a unique and peculiar relationship. The geographical continuity and contiguity, shared culture
and language, political and economic interdependence have motivated both the countries to build an intimate
relationship. The political ties have also facilitated migration. In contemporary Indian politics, Gorkhaland
imbroglio posits a real challenge to governance and identity discourse. This paper endeavors o throw light on
the trajectory of the demand and its challenges to the Indian polity. The primary motive of the paper is to
unravel the issue of Nepali migration with its effect on Indian Nepalis and identity predicament related to the
Gorkhaland issue.

Keywords: Identity, Migration, Nation. Gorkhaland.

(Paper published on 1* December, 2022.)

Introduction

History is the volcanic tale of politics in its diverse incarnation. It is therefore, logical
and pertinent to look at history for a proper understanding and interpretation of politics in
reality. Thus, to delve into the politics of Gorkhaland movement and the issue of Nepali
migration to India, it 1s rather imperative to look into the history of the region, the people and

other important variants involved in the game of politics.

Darjeeling is the northern most district of the state of West Bengal that contains hills
and plains both. Two hill subdivisions (namely Darjeeling Sadar, and Kurseong) and
Kalimpong district constitute the hifl portion while Siliguri subdivision represents the plain
portion. Till very recently, the territorial parameter of the proposed Gorkhaland state was
confined only to the hilly subdivision of the district. But gradually, the ambit of the demand

started engulfing even the plain areas of Siliguri and even Dooars (located in the adjacent
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district of Jalpaiguri) and Terai (located in the plain areas of the district of Darjeeling). The

urge to attain a separate state is historically rooted (Sarkar, 2013, p. 6).

Darjeeling, as we know it today excepting the Kalimpong sub-division, formed a part of
the Gorkha Empire that was established by military conquest from 1788 to 1815. Prior to
1788, Darjeeling formed a part of the kingdom of “Sikkimpati Raja”. For a period of almost
28 years, the Gorkha rulers enjoyed the territory (Samanta, 2000, p. 1).

Origin of the crisis

The political history of the hills can be traced back to the year 1642 when it was
occupied by the Sikkim king PhuntsogNamgyal. He founded the Namgyal dynasty in Sikkim
as its first consecrated king, known as Chogyal, that implied temporal and spiritual head.
Along with the hills, some parts of the plains just beneath the foothills, known as eastern
Morang (now known as Siliguri subdivision) also came wnder Sikkim’s suzerainty. Though
the hills were mostly uninhabited, some tribes inhabited the plains. Apart from the Lepchas,

some Bhutias were in the hills, particularly in Kurseong,

Formerly, the Lepchas possessed all the hill country of Darjeeling and Sikkim, but
when the Tibetans, almost 250 years ago invaded their country and drove them into the lower
valleys, they lost their predominance over the area. Furthermore, in 1706, the Lepchas further
lost their strength in the tract east of the Tista, which is now conquered by Bhutanese. The
Lepchas had always been a timid and peaceful lot. History says that human habitations in
Darjeeling began when Lepchas, persecuted by Bhutias who had to leave Sikkim and got
divided into two groups. One part of the influx settled in the Ilam area of Nepal on the
Sikkim-Nepal border and the other in the Darjeeling hills, now known as the ‘Lepcha-Jagat’
which is a few kilometers away from Ghoom. History marks the year as 1828. The enmity
between the Lepchas and the ruling Bhutias reached its extreme point when the Lepcha Prime
Minister of Sikkim, Bho-Lod was brutally murdered. With his death, the curtain was drawm
forever for the Lepcha power in Sikkim. But Bagchi claims that history suggests the setting
of Lepcha community in the Kalimpong region, under the tutelage of Bhutanese rule since
1706.
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Originally, descemding from Tibet, Lepchas developed a culture of their own. Their

Paper Id: JIRD/01/V-2/Dec/22

scripts, regarded as one of the oldest living scripts in the Himalayan region are unique
because of its intimate relationship with nature. The Lepchas became psychologically averse
to the advent of modern civilization that involved the destruction of nature. They were
gradually receding back and the void was filled by the Nepali migrants from the neighbouring
Nepal. The Nepali migrants who are more adaptable and flexible transformed the culturally
sensitive Lepchas to politically insignificant lot. The Lepchas are a kind of placid and

indolent people who are gradually supplanted by the self-assertive Nepalis.

Another group that deserves mention is the Bhotias of Darjeeling. The word Bhotia
properly means am inhabitant of Bhot or Tibet, and is synonymous with Tibetans, The native
name of Tibet is Bod, and the Sanskrit form of this word was Bhot. The Sanskrit speaking

races of India have accordingly called the inhabitants of this region Bhotias.

However, the dominant race in Darjeeling is the Nepalis, accounts for more than half the
population. They are capable, cheerful and alert people, and are characterized as a virile race.
Though quick-tempered and keen to resent, they are significantly willing and loyal, if treated
with consideration. Nepalis are a people characterized by diversity of culture, language,
religion etc. they have a high degree of mobility especially within South Asia, which has
further enhanced their diversity.

A Brief History of the Gorkha Rule

The expansionist policy of Nepal under the Gorkhas continued bringing her into direct
confrontation with Tibet, China, Sikkim and ultimately East India Company. Between 1804
and 1812, the relationship between Nepal and British India continued to deteriorate till war
was declared in November 1814. After quite a Herculean endeavour, the British took
possession of the whole territory between the Kali and the Sutlej rivers which had been
annexed by Nepal. The Gorkha troops withdrew and the East India Company established
direct control of the Himalayan districts of Kumaon and Garhwal. The remainder of the hill
country was restored to the rajas (of whom Sikkim’s was one) and chiefs from whom Nepal
had wrested these territories. All this was done by the Treaty of Segauli in 1816, The East
India Company’s relation with Sikkim may be traced to the Anglo-Nepalese war. The British

had sought Sikkim’s support during the war due to its strategic position. It is essential to
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point out leere that Darjeeling was originally a part of Sikkim. From the 1780s till the early

1800s Sikkim was the victim of several inroads by the Gorkhas. At the end of the Anglo-
Nepalese war the East India Company restored to Sikkim, by the Treaty of Titaliya in 1817,
the territories that had been occupied by Nepal for quite some time. It included the hill lands
east of the Mechi and part of the Terai between the Mechi and the Teesta. Henceforth, the
East India Company assumed a position of paramount importance in Sikkim; the Company’s
arbitration was to be sought in any dispute between Sikkim and her neighbouring states.
Sovereignty of Sikkim was further circumscribed when she was restricted to enter into

hostility or friendship with the neighbouring state without British intimation.

In spite of all the claims made by the Nepali authors and activists, it is generally believed
that when British, in 1816, restored Darjeeling and its adjacent areas to Sikkim, it was a
Lepcha-Bhutia tract. The Lepchas were considered as aboriginals of Sikkim and Darjeeling
hills. The presence of Europeans in the hills with their never ending wants and demands for
labour offered splendid job opportunities which the Nepalis were prompt to grab. To the
timid, peace-loving Lepchas and Bhutias inhabiting particularly the tract of the Teesta were
added the pushy, assertive Nepalese who flocked in hundreds from Nepal in search of
employment. Moreover, due to its geographical location, Nepal was closely linked with the
defense interests of the British Empire. The mercenary spirit of the Nepalis made the British
recast their recruitment policy and there evolved a new concept of martial race which
included both Sikhs and Gorkhas.

British Policy of ‘Divide and Rule’

British policy of “divide and rule’ proved to be too successful than it was thought to
be. Even after seventy years of independence, Indians are still bearing the brunt of such a
policy. British motive behind isolating a genius, loyal, prowess, indomitable, bold and
courageous race from consorting with the mainstream nationalism remained successful even
years after they left India; with the blood wrenching the whole body politic since the last
couple of decades. The Britisk policy of confining Darjeeling within the fencing of the
strategic ‘excluded” or ‘scheduled’ or ‘non-regulated area’ bred a sense of separatism,

1solationism, and feeling of humiliation and relative deprivation in the minds of the Gorkhas.
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British, in order to enjoy the climatic pleasure and exploit the virgin area for ecomomic
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benefit, followed a policy of exclusion towards the Darjeeling hills. They adopted a
segregationist policy by highlighting the “natural’ difference between the hills and the plains.
They categorized Darjeeling as a ‘separate administrative umit’, as a “distinctive linguistic
zone’, ‘as a unique economic formation’, as a ‘separate culture area’ and finally as a “separate

region as a whole’,

Administrative tags like the ‘Backward Tract’, “Scheduled Area’, ‘Excluded Area’,
‘Partially Excluded Area’ and “Waste Land’ were various tactful devices through the
employment of which, the British sought to play its dastardly game of “divide and rule’ by
not only segregating a martial race by way of a segregationist policy, but also by excluding
them from establishing any familial companionship with the so-called mainstream folk and

thus in a way annihilate any scope for nation-building and challenging British.

British intention behind declaring Darjeeling a secluded area was to quarantine the
Nepalis population from getting affected and effected by the overwhelming vigour of
nationalism that was swaying whole of India. Had the British been true and sincere to their
motive of rendering protection to the tribes they would not have permitted such an
extraordinary inflow of Nepalis migrants from Nepal to settle in and around Darjeeling and
consequently outnumbering the original inhabitants like the Lepchas and Bhutias. The British
wanted to turn the hil into a sanatorium when the Europeans being tired and exhausted by the

heat of the plains would take rest and refresh themselves.

The British rulers were aware of the importance and strategic significance of the
region. Encircled by countries like China, Tibet, Bhutan, Sikkim and Nepal, the hills besides
being of strategic importance, had the potentiality to provide the much-sought trade routes in
South-East Asia. Moreover, the tea estates were budding in the region which was mostly

owned by the English people.

Darjeeling attained the form of a district by 1866 when the British govermment treated
Darjeeling as a “non-regulated district”, as against the “regulated one”. In regulated area, all
laws and regulations relating to land and land revenue were in force. But in non-regulated
areas, such powers are concentrated in the hands of the executive. Therefore, after much

permutation and combination, the British innovated the concept of non-regulation, first
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applied in the case of the Darjeeling hills during the rule of Lord William Bentinck. This

peculiar administrative system kept the region outside the purview of the codified laws that

were operative in other parts of British India.

The British administrators hovered round various ideas that could be applied to
regulate lands that were unique in terms of the ethnic compositions and traditional
jurisprudence. Thus, there emerged the mechanism-The Scheduled District Act or The
Scheduled Tracts Act, 1874 that was assumed to be appropriate for the time and situation of
the Darjeeling hills, This Act empowered the British government to frame sets of laws,
keeping in view the peculiar demand of a particular region, independent of the general
regulations operating in different parts of the country, This terminology was, however,
modified as the Excluded Area Act in 1919, This was also applied in case of Darjeeling hills,
The hills were declared as Backward Tracts under the Act, It was around this time, that the
demand for the separation of the Darjeeling hills from the province of Bengal was raised.
This separate arrangement, further embroiled the peaceful hills. However, the British could
not afford to get involved in another volatile situation by partitioning the Bengal province

once again.

Presently, Gorkhaland denote a state carved out of the present district of Darjeeling and
parts of the district of Jalpaiguri in West Bengal. In precise terms, it implies the formation of
the state of Gorkhaland out of the subdivisions of Darjeeling, Kurseong, Siliguri (from the
district of Darjeeling) Kalimpong district and parts of the subdivisions of JalpaiguriSadar,
Malbazar, and Alipurduar (from the district of Jalpaiguri) (roughly 3828.7 sq. km.). The
territorial limits of the proposed state of Gorkhaland would thus be 6246 sq. km.

Indo-Nepal Friendship Treaty: Area of concern

Historically, culturally, linguistically, the present Gorkhaland imbroglio is entangled
with neighbouring country Nepal. The reference of Nepal is inevitable whenever there crops
up serious issues in the hill politics. The reason certainly is the controversial 1950 Indo-Nepal
Friendship Treaty and its two contentious articles. The concern regarding the identity and
status of the Gorkhas originate from Article VI and Article VII of the Indo-Nepal Friendship
Treaty of 1950. Article VI of the treaty states that
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“Each government undertakes, in token of the neighbourly friendship between India
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and Nepal, to give the nationals of other, in its territory, national treatment with
regard to participation in industrial and economic development of such territory,
national treatment with regard to participation in industrial and economic
development of such territory and to grant of concessions and contracts relating to

such development”.

Article VII of the treaty states that,

“The Government of India and Nepal agree to grant, on a reciprocal basis, to the
mationals of one country im the territories of the other the same privileges in the matter
of residence, ownership of property, participation in trade and commerce movement

and other privileges of a similar nature” (Kaushik, 2013, p. 49).

Articles VI and VII of the Indo-Nepal Treaty is the primary brand of discord of the
Nepali identity question. According to the provisions of the Treaty, both the Government of
India and Nepal, will grant on reciprocal basis, to the nationals of country in the territories of
the other, the identical privileges in matters of residence, ownership of property, participation
in trade and commerce, movement and so on, apart from rendering special treatment to the
citizens from one country in the other regarding industrial and economic development. The
nationals of one country can settle, own property, opt for a living and move freely in the
territory of the other. Yet, the settlers would not be granted any citizenship and political
rights nor can they vote or participate in the public life of that country. The treaty was meant
for the wellbeing of the masses on both sides of the borders. But, its applicability created
undaunted problems for the Nepalis on both sides aggrandizing the sufferings of the Indiam
Nepalis by shearing them off their Indian national identity. Thus, it led to an identitarian

crisis for the Indian Nepalis.

The supporters as well as the opponents advocate the abrogation of the treaty. The
supporters, who do not vehemently object to the treaty as a whole, express its objection only
on the ground that the treaty dilutes the identity of the Nepali community. According to them,
the treaty seriously compromises the status of the Nepali-speaking Indians. The opponents of
the treaty, on the other hand are vocal to nullify the treaty on the ground of unhindered

migration from across Nepal and other neighbouring countries that benefit from the
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advantages guaranteed in some clauses in the treaty that ultimately leads to demographic
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imbalance of the territory. These liberal provisions of 1950 treaty operates conversely to the
interests of the Gorkhas with Indian citizenship as they can be easily mixed up with the
‘reciprocal’ Nepalis 1.e. the citizens of Nepal residing in India. It further pointed out that this
happens simply because there is no clear cut demarcation to differentiate an Indian Gorkha
from a ‘reciprocal’ Nepalis. There is no doubt that identitarian cause has been tle main factor
that has sustained the Gorkhaland crisis for more than a century. Behind this identitarian
issue, the citizenship-identity crisis created by this treaty has provided the much-needed
fodder for it to remain burning over such a long period. The treaty, in all probability has
diluted the citizenship parameter of both the Indian-born Nepalis and Nepalis from Nepal.
Indian Nepalis are aware of the fact that neither “Nepali’ nor “Gorkha’ completely dissociate
them from the neighbouring country Nepal which is believed by Indians to be the source of
all Indian Nepalis and the country to which they belong. That is the reason, while the labels
like “foreigner”, “migrants”, and “aliens” and so on are used to refer to Indian Nepalis. With
the huge influx of Nepalis from across the border, the identity of the Gorkhas who are the
genuine Indian citizens, is blurred and compromised as they are being muddled together with

the non-citizens migrants, the beneficiaries of the treaty (Bagchi, 2012, pp. 79-80).

According to the Indian law, all foreign citizens have to get them registered under
Registration of the Foreigners’ Act and fetch a Registration certificate from the registration
office. But the Indo-Nepal treaty has utterly refuted the India laws regarding foreigners, The
Nepali migrants from Nepal are exempted from getting registered resulting in a huge inflow

of unidentified obtrusive elements within the territory of India.

However, it is also true, that the period when the Indo-Nepal treaty was ratified, there
was no citizenship regulation act within India and Nepal. Citizenship act came into being in
India in 1952 and the Government of India, applied citizenship rights to those persons who

settled in India before 26™ January 1950, i.e. the date our constitution was implemented.

According to T.B. Subba, Indian Nepalis are very much aware of the fact that there
are many migrants among them. Thus, they ask for the state’s help to segregate them from
those who cross the border everyday and get mixed up into their society and all of a sudden
leave, resulting in a mess to be siphoned out by the Indian Nepalis. Indian Nepalis also argue

that many among them are descendants of original inhabitants of Indian territory, viz. Sikkim

8

Scanned with CamScanner



775y
&)
=

Paper Id: JIRD/01/V-2/Dec/22 Volume: /2 Issue: 22/Dec 2022-1SSN: 2278 8670

Pp.01-11.
and Darjeeling, which is now a part of West Bengal. Indian Nepalis are fighting against two

types of labeling: one, the labels like “foreigners”, “migrants” and “aliens” that take away
their claims of legitimacy as Indian nationals and at another level, the labels like “Kancha”,
“bahadurs” and “chowkidar”. This situation is driving the Indian Nepalis to search for a label
that would differentiate them from the Nepal’s Nepalis, who come and go without having any
roots in Indian soil but coincidentally resemble the look of the Indian Nepalis. They are not
stakeholders in India and allegedly commit crimes and go back to Nepal leaving the Indian
Nepalis in doldrums (Subba, 1992, pp. 385-386). There are thousands of settlers who have
already registered their names in the voters’ list of the country. But they cannot be considered
as citizens of India in the right sense of the term. But they are taking part in election, have

fetched many required identity proofs.

Many Nepali migrants resorted to unfair means to get their names registered in the
voters’ list. The friendship treaty that tried to bind the two countries with the thread of
friendship and amicability became anguish for the authentic Nepali speaking Indian citizens.
They are eagerly trying to differentiate themselves from their Nepali counterpart. This
process of regular proving that they are Indians and not Nepalis, is in fact, humiliating and

tragic endeavour on the part of many respectable Indian citizens.

One of the most perplexing issues, involved in this citizenship imbroglio is the fact
that the inflow of Nepali migration is continuing unabated and they are settling in the hills
and the plains at the cost of genuine Nepali speaking Indian citizens, who have been residing
here for generations even before India attained independence. The Nepali critics opine that
the treaty has enabled India to interfere in the internal affairs of the country including defense
and security affairs, The Imdian critics, on the other hand, vehemently opposed the treaty as
some provisions of the treaty jeopardize the security question in India. Moreover, the
migrants in the Darjeeling hills and the Terai-Dooars region have outnumbered the local

population, resulting in ethnic tensions and sometimes even to violence.

The Nepalis in India are undoubtedly a migrant community, Many Nepalis have
migrated to this country more than a century and a half ago settling in the remote,
uninhabited areas by clearing forests and making the place habitable. They have also
contributed to the enhancement of regional economy by transforming unaccountable hectares

of land into tea gardens and agricultural fields and contributing physical labour in the
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infrastructural development of the region. However, the central area of concerm is the
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question of their identity as Indian Nepalis as distinguished from the Nepalis of Nepal.

The provision of reciprocal recognition in the Indo-Nepal Peace Treaty 1950
extinguished the differentiation between Indian born and Nepal Born Nepalis. Consequently,
the Indiam born Nepalis/Gorkhas were considered as foreigmers. In fact, ex-Prime Minister
Morarji Desai even addressed Nepali as a foreign language and made a controversial
statement “If you want Nepali; go to Nepal”. When Indian Nepalis are humiliated on the
streets of Indian capital as “foreigners’ and slogans like “go back to Nepal® are chanted, 1t
actually portrays the unfreedom they experience in their day to day life. The ironical part is
that their gramdparent/parents/siblings are part of the Indian security force. Humiliations om
ground of their Mongoloid feature have led many young Gorkhas to alienate from the Indian
mainstream which in turn instigates separatist tendency. They strongly feel that if they had a

home they wouldn’t have been asked to go back to Nepal.

Anxieties of eviction, non-recognition of their identity, existential crisis and grave
humiliation by every single authority and mainstream populace coupled with falling
economic and job opportunities prompted the Gorkhas to demand ‘Gorkhaland” which they
consider not only as a state but a sanctuary, that will bestow on them an Indian identity and
distinguish them from their Nepali counterpart. When Indian Nepalis are humiliated on the
streets of Indian capital as ‘foreigners’ and slogans like ‘go back to Nepal’ are chanted, it
actually portrays the unfreedom they experience in their day to day life. The ironical part is
that their grandparent/parents/siblings are part of the Indian security force. Humiliations on
ground of their Mongoloid feature have led many young Gorkhas to alienate from the Indian
mainstream which im turn instigates separatist temdency. They stromgly feel that if they had a
home they wouldn’t have been asked to go back to Nepal. Therefore, individual along with
his group become significant in any governance and development discourse. The constraints
regarding the establishment of the Indian identity surely and persistently have acted as a

major unfreedom in the course of development of the Gorkha population in India.
A ftransformation in posture and attitude on the part of both Indian majority
population and the Indian Nepalis are some of the urgent necessity the country demands for

utilizing the potentiality of the once most courageous martial race. A re-location, a re-
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questioning and a re-modeling of identitarian issue of the Indian Gorkhas vis-a-vis the Indiam

majority needs to be addressed.
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Abstract

It is a well known fact that the Bhagabad Gita has finely embodied the spirit of the Upanishada. There is a
JSamous saying, “You will become as diligent as Krishna". The exhortations given by Lord Krisna to Arjuna revolve
around the supreme importance of Karma which is actually the niskam karma and does not simply denote
perseverance. The Gita upholds the Sanwik quality in repudiation of the Tamasik and Rajasik propensities of human
beings. The chief sermonic teaching of the Gita relates to the glorification of the Satwik quality which makes our
Karma ideally perfect as it is in itself the principal object of human life. Gyana and Bhakti are related closely to
Karma.
Keywords: Sanvik quality. Karma. Niskama-karma. Gyvana. Bhakii

(Paper published on ¥ December, 2022.)

The present article proposes to embark upon a discourse with specific interpretations of
the value of Karma from the perspective of the teachings of the Bhagabad Gita which sums up
the essence of the Upanishada to highlight the different strands of Karmayaga. The ofi-quoted

proverb with regard to the Karma in Sanskrit is HHUIIYSRE Al By Harad |

HI ﬁﬁ%@gﬂfa TMSTIHTHON )11t meaning is extremely relevant to our life. We have to

carry on our work without anticipating the result and we must not be inclined towards the
outcome without doing labour. Therefore, the prime focus of human beings must be hard work
i.e. Karma. What the Gita has emphasizes is the combination of the Karma, Gyan and Bhakti.
Bhakti is the dedication to God's will to ordain our activities through which we can gain
knowledge. Therefore, Karma and Gyana bear a close nexus with each other as we can gather

knowledge only when we perform our karma with devotion to God. The understanding of Karma
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