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PREFACE

We are happy to announce that our journal has been included in the UGC CARE list in the month of June
this year i.c. 2023. My heartiest gratitude to our members for their endless support and hard work for which
this has been possible. Earlier our journal was UGC enlisted but after CARE it was not included in the list.
We have applied with maintaining all the protocols and fulfilling all the necessary requirements and at last
we have been successful. Our motto from the very beginning was to c¢reate and place a good quality
academic journal before the socicty. Also our goal was to publish high quality rescarch papers and articles.
We have successfully tned our level best without any compromise in this respect to achieve our goal. Qur
journal has been appreciated and recogmzed all over the world which 1s a great achievement to us. We hope
we shall be carrying our responsibility in future. We have placed one more beautiful painting of renowned
arntist Basudev Mondal on the cover page of the journal as usual. The title of the panting is *Celebrating
Nature’s Spring”. The justification of the title of the painting is the reflection of today’s perspective.

Basudev Mondal is Assistant Professor & 11.0.D, Bengnli at Dr. B. R Ambedkar Satabarshiki
Mahavidyalaya, Helencha, W.B. Apart from his teaching profession he is a renowned artist. He is one of the
members of the board of associate editors of our journal, He has achieved various awards and honours in the
field of art and painting. Some of the achievements are mentioned here;

Awards.

1. Triple Champion Medalist, Calcutta University.

2. Honour and Felicitation from Kolkata Theatre for Human Development at Rabindra Sadan Kolkata,
3. Bina Pani Samman from Barasat Suti Sanskriti Sanstha, 24 Pgs(N).

4. Honour and Felicitation from Bongaon Charukala Parsad, 24 Pgs(N)

5. Honour and Felicitation from Cultural Unit of Duttafu¥a, 24 Pgs(N)

6. Honour from *DOUR™ Bengali Magazine, 24 Pas(N).

7. Honour from *NOUKA™ Bengali Magazine a1 Bangla Academy, Kolkata,

8. Honour from *BALMIKI' Bengali Magazine at Bangla Academy, Kolkata.

9. Honour and Felictation from “AMAR EKUSIIE' Bengali Magazine, 24 Pgs(N).
10. Honour and Fe¥cntation from *EKATA SANGHA' 24 PgsiN).

11. West Bengal Govt CRIRA O YUBAKALYAN BIVAG Award (2™).

12, Certificate of Proficiency (17) C. R. Roy Memorial Art Contest.

Salo Exhibition:

1. 2012 AJANTA ART GALLERY, Kolkata-124.

2. 2009 EKATA SANGHA, Mandapghata, 24 Pgs(N).
3. 2007 Barasat Suti Sanskriti Samsad, 24 Pgs(N).

Invited Exhibition

1. 2012 All India Annual Paintings Exhibition, Ajanta Art Gallery, Kolkata-700124.
2.2011 Boi Mela Exlubition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs{N),

3.2010 Charukala Prasad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N)

4. 2010 Bouk Faur Exhibition Ashokmagar, 24 Pps(N).

5. 2009 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N).

6. 2009 Charukala Parsed, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N)

Group Exhibition’
1. 2012 All India Annual Painting Exhibition, Ajanta Art Gallery, Kolkata-700124.
2. 2011 Japan, Tokyo-CHUWA GALLERY, Tokyo-104-0061 Japan,
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3.2011 Birla Academy of Art and Culture.
4. 2011 Academy of Fine Arts, Kolkata.
5. 2011 Kala Mela Academy af Fine Arts, Kolkata
6.2011 Bongaon Charukala Parsad, 24 Pgs(N).
7. 2010 Academy of Iine Arts, Kala Mela Kolkata
8. 2010 Chemould Ant Gallery, Kolkata,
9. 2010 Banipur Art Society, 24 Pgs(N)
10. 2009 Birla Academy of Art and Culture, Kolkata,
11, 2009 Barasat Sansknti Sanstha, 24 Pgs(N).
12, 2009 Charukala Parsad, Bongaon, 24 Pgs(N).
13, 2009 Book Fair Exhibition Ashoknagar, 24 Pgs(N),

Our effort is to present a good quality journal before the society as a whole and before the inteXectual
community in particular,

Thank you,

Dr. Barin Kamar Roy,
Editor-in-Chief, 1JIRD,
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EDITORIAL-1

From this year that is 2023, Government has adopted the new National Education Policy. There are
lots of qucries regarding this Education Policy that has been implemented by Ministry of
Education, Gowvt. of India The motto of this policy is to educate, encourage and enlighten with the
aim to achicve 100% youth and adult literacy. The four pillars upon which the policy stands arc
access, equity, quality and accountability. The major amexdment in this policy from the last
Education Policy is the replacement of 1042 structure by 5+3+3+4 structurc. This 15 the most
significant alteration ix the new National Education Policy. Here the students” education is divided
into four segments; they arc Foundation, Preparatory, Middle and Secondary, Foundation is the first
step where students will be groomed far 5 years, which will include three years of Anganwadi/Pre-
Primary/Balvatika, as well as [irst and second grade. The Preparatory stage will be the second stage
of education which will span for three years The third, fourth, and fifih grades will lay the
groundwork for the intermediate and sccondary phases The third stage of education will be the
Middle school with a span of three years. This is for students in grades 6th through 8th. Here
students will prepare for the ultimate part of their education, secondary school. The secondary stage
will be the final part of students’ schooling lives; instead of two years, students will have four years
from Class 9th to Class 12th to complete their secondary education.

By the 5+3+3+4 structure, the government hopes to place a greater emphasis on pupils’ cognitive
growth. The government will flesh out the schooling phases of kids through this system for their
advantage. In contrast to the 1042 framework, the 5+#3+3+4 structure will enhance students’
foundations from the foundational to secondary stages. This new framework will also assist
students in fully exercising their right to an education. Becaxse the structure caters to children aged
3 to 18 rather than 6 to 14, As a result, the pupils will be helped from the start of their school life.

Aside from that, this structure will be useful in significantly enhancing student retention rates. With
the inplexientation of this framework, more students will remain at their respective institutions
throughout their academic careers. In short, this new framework will benefit students in every way
imaginable. Furthermore, a higher literacy rale under this system will only benefit our country’s
future,

Dr. Barin Kumar Roy,
Editor-in-Chief, IJIRD.
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EDITORIAL-2

Government of India has just floated National Education Policy (NEP), 2023. The main focus of
the policy is on foundational literacy and numeracy that is to provide all the students the most basic
learning requirement of reading, writing and arithmetic. So, there is a revamp of school education
and examination system with examinations at 2™, 5" and 8" grade, though the board examinations
of 10% and 12" standards are retained. The board examination will be conducted twice a year and a
stklent is given two chances to pass the examination. Interdisciplinary and multilingunl mode is
adopted to provide individual attention to the students giving special emphasis 1o their needs and
ability, But, the school education in India, at present, does not have that infrastructure to
accommodate the changes forthwith. We have lack of school premises, books and educational kits
and above all, the number of teachers and mentors to cater the interdisciplinary and multilingual
mode Government of India has just floated National Education Policy (NEP), 2023 The main focus
of the policy is on foundational literacy and numeracy that is to provide all the studexts the rrost
basic learning requirement of reading, writing and arithmetic. So, there 1s a revamp of school
cducation and examination system with examinations at 2™, 5" and 8" grade, though the board
cxaminations of 10" and 12% standards arc rctained. The board cxamination will be conducted
twice a year and a stwlent i1s given two chances to pass the examination. Interdisciplinary and
multilingual mode is adopted to provide individual attention to the students giving special emphasis
to their needs and ability. But, the school education in India, at present, does not have that
infrastructure to accommodate the changes forthwith. We have lack of school premises, books and
cducational kits and above all, the number of teachers and mentors to cater the interdisciplinary and
multilingual mode of teaching
In higher education sector, four year undergraduate degree programme is proposed to be introduced
both in general as well as professional and vocational degree courses with mxltiple exit options.
This will provide easy options to the students in obtaining a degree -
O A centificate after completion of | year of study
O A diploma afier completion of 2 years of study
O A Bachelor's degree after completion of 3-year of study
O A 4-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s degree afier completion of4-year of studywith some
preferred subjects

MPhil has been discontinued and a student may cnrol to PhD programme afier completing 4-year
Bachelor’s degree.

Though it is a very good option to the students, but the lack of infrastructure and unavailability of
tcachers may dcter its implemcentation

We now waiting for the government to take necessary steps to develop the infrastructure, laboratory
facilitics and recruitment of tecachers and teaching assistants in proper proportion, so that the
programme  will nol appear to be burden 1o the existing cducation fratemity., Before
implementation, we hope, government must take correct and positive steps to improve he existing
facilities and that will yield good result of NEP-2023,

Dr. Biswajit Maiti,
Managing Editor, IJIRD.
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EDITORIAL-3

I am really proud that the 1*' volume of the JIRD 2023 will be published very soon. It is already in
its way through proper management. As the journal has not been included in the UGC CARE list
till date so that the number of papers or research articles published since beck 2019 in this journal is
least in number but many authors are trying to publish their papers in this journal. We have already
sent journal information along with necessary documents to the UGC CARE Centre of our region,
Tezpur University, Assam since pre-lockdown period but till dale no response has come to our
hand We are therefore speechless to say something regarding the UGC CARE category. But owing
to the problems in hand we are continuously hammering the UGC CARE office through e-mail and
hard copy letters to get fruitful results. Late in August, 2023 we will sit together and decide the next
step to work on that harsh path by our members of the journal socicty. It is found that authors and
coauthors will benelit from the publication during NAAC rcporl preparation because it 15 required
for NAAC (Publicatiox with ISSN/ISBN). Scientific community nceds scientific work for value
addition and predictive performance. So, we recognize your social, emotional and applied value in
this ficld for betterment of the socicty. Hope all will enjoy and take the cternal charm of your own
work that is to be published and will be circulated in the non-web based site and web-based sites.

Thanks for your valued Work.

Dr. Debabrata Das,
Additionsal Editor, IJIRD.

xii
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Abstract:

Gender equality and women's empowerment have gained significant atrention
globally as key factors jor social progress and sustainable development. This abstract
explores the current status, challenges, and initiatives related 1o gender equality and women's
empowerment in India.The Indian context presenis a complex landscape where gender
disparities persist across various spheres of life. However, over the years, significant efforts
have been made to address these disparities and empower women. This paperhighlight the
imporiance of promoting gender equality as a caralysi for soclal transformaiion and inclusive
growth as well as it delves into the socio-economic and political dimensions of gender
inequality in India. It discusses the prevalence of gender-based violence, discriminatory
practices, and limited access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities faced by
women. It also explores the adverse impact of patriarchal norms and societal biases that
perpetuate gender inequality.Recognizing the need for change, the Indian government and
civil society organizations have implemented numerous initiatives aimed at promoting gender
equality and women's empowerment. The paper alsa highlights the role of education in
women's empowerment. It discusses initiatives such as the Right to Education Act, which
promotes equal educational opporiunities for girls, and government schemes like the
National Skill Development Mission, which enhance women's employability. The absiract
emphasizes the need to address social norms that discourage girls' education and highlights
successful interventions that challenge these norms.Furthermore, the paper explores the
economic empowerment of women through initiatives like the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA
Yojana, which provides financial assistance to women entrepreneurs, and the National Rural
Livelihood Mission, which promotes self-help groups and microfinance for women. It also
discusses the importance of women's participation in decision-making processes ar all levels,
including politics and corporate leadership. While progress has been made, challenges persist

in achieving full gender equality, gender justice, and women empowerment in India. It
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requires continued efforts from the government, civil society, and individuals to address

systemic barriers, change soctetal auirudes, and ensure equal opportuniiies and rights for all
genders. This paper provides insights into the existing challenges and various initiatives
undertaken by the government and civil society to address these issues. By promoting gender
equality and empowering wamen, India can unlock its full potential, foster inclusive

development, and create a society where everyone can thrive.

Keywords: Gender equality, Gender justice, Women's empowerment, Gender-sensitive
curricula, Awareness-raising campaigns, Vocational education, Wage parity, Property and
land rights,Political empowerment, Women's Reservation Bill, Panchayat Raj institutions,
Discriminatory norms and behaviours, Sex-selective abortion, Millevmium Development
Goals (MDGs), Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Economically sustainable, socially

sustainable, environmentally sustainable.

(Paper published on 0" July, 2023.)

Introduction:

Gender equality goes beyond mere awareness or addressing gender differences; il
encompasses the provision of equal fundamental rights and benefits to all genders. It entails
striving for equal outcomes for women, men, and gender-diverse individuals, while gender
equity serves as the means to achieve this goal. Kofi Annan aptly articulated the significance
of gender equality, stating that it is not just an objective in itself but a prerequisite for
reducing poverty, fostering sustainable development, and establishing good govemance.
Gender equality plays o pivatal role in driving sustainable economic growth, social progress,
and environmenial sustainability. By ensuring equal opportunities for both women and men,
including their participation in decision-making processes across all domains, a sustainable
path of development can be forged, guaranteeing the equitable allocation of resources and the
consideration of both women's and men's interests. Gender holds a central position in the
vision of UNEP for the 2030 Agenda, with UNEP prioritizing gender equality and women's
empowerment across all its sectors of operation. UNEP actively promotes the involvement of
men and women in environmental protection and sustainable development endeavours. Key
global conventions and agreements, such as the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,

the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the

17

Scanned with CamScanner
Scanned with CamScanner



Paper Id: LBAD/02/V-1/)une/23 !Q:;z’ Velume: /1 tssue; 23/)uly 2023453N: 2278 BS70

Pp16-34,
Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Agreement, and the Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction, provide the overarching mandates to achieve gender equality and
women's empowerment worldwide. Theconventions and agreements which play a pivotal role

for achieving gender equality and women's empowerment are as follows:

The United Nations has made significanl progress in promoting and advancing gender
equality throughout its history. Here are some key milestones and commitments:

1. The Article I of the United Nations Charter (1945)have recommended the Economic
and Social Council to establish its Commission on the Status of Women, as the
premier global policy-making body committed solely to fostering gender equality and
promoting women's empowerment therebyshaping international policies and initiatives
that address gender disparities

2. Gender Equality in International Human Rights Law: The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, adopted in 1948, includes gender equality as an essential principle,
ensuring equal rights and opportunities for all individuals regardless of gender.

3. The Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) 15 a comprehensive treaty that was adopted by the UN General Assembly
in 1979, This landmark agreement sets forth a clear and powerful definition of
discrimination against women and sets an agenda for national action to eliminate such
discrimination. It acknowledges the role of culture and tradition in shaping gender
roles and family relations, and it afTirms women's reproductive rights.

4, Commission on the Status of Women (CSW); Established by the Economic and Social
Council in the UN's early years, the CSW is the principal global policy-making body
dedicated to gender equality and the advancement ol women,

5. World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achicvements of the United Nations
Decade for Women (1985): Held in Nairobi, this conference marked a significant
moment for the global recognition of the gender equality movement.

6. World Women's Congress for a Healthy Planet (1991) Organized by the Women's
International Policy Action Committee (IPAC), this congress brought together women
from over 80 countries to discuss their vision of a healthy planet. Its objectives
included preparing a Women's Action Agenda for the Earth Summit in 1992 and
advocating for gender balance in delegations to the United Nations Conference on

Environment and Development.
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7. United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development (UNCED) and
Agenda 21 (1992). These initiatives recognized women's contributions to sustainable
development and called for their full participation. Principle 20 of the Rio Declaration
and Chapter 24 of Agenda 21 specifically addressed women's empowerment.

8. United Nations Conference on Women: Equality, Development, Peace, and Platform
for Action (Beijing 1995): The Beijing Conference resulted in the adoption of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, which set strategic objectives and
actions to achieve gender equality and women's empowerment.

9. Millennium Development Goal 3 (MDGs): The 2000 Millennium Declaration
commitled states to promote gender equality and empower women as eflective means
1o combat poverty, hunger, disease, and stimulate sustainable development.

10. UNDP Gender Equality Strategy 2018-2021; The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) developed a comprehensive strategy to infegrate gender equality
into all its activilies,

11. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Goal §5: The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development includes Goal 5, which focuses on achieving gender
equality and empowering all women and girls. Gender equality is seen as a
fundamental human right and a crucial foundation for a peaceful, prosperous, and
sustainable world.

These milestones and commitments highlight the angoing eforts of the United Nations to

promote gender equality and ensure the empowerment of women worldwide,

Status of Gender Inequality

At the outset it con be stated that women in India lack economic, political and social
empowerment. Despite progress in various sectors, certain challenges persist for women in
the workforce, particularly in non-agricultural decent jobs. Women in India are poorly
represented even in the parliament Women's representation remains limited, and their
participation in the overall labour force is declining in rural areas. Morcover, in farming,
women face significant constraints due to the lack of land ownership. These issues call for
attention and targeted efforts to empower women and promote gender equality in both rural
and non-agricultural sectors.
The dynamics of gender equality have evolved throughout history and women empowerment
can be understood in difTerent spheres, such as social, economic, and political. The various

aspects of women empowerments in India arc as foXows:
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1. Economic Empowerment’ Women in India face significant barriers to accessing

decent job opportunities beyond agriculture, resulting in low and diminishing
participation in the overall labor force, especially in rural areas. Furthermore, women
often find themselves confined to traditional roles and undervalued industries, leading
to lower wages and limited bargaining power. Achicving women's ecconomic
empowerment necessitates addressing the pervasive social inequalities that impede

their access to resources and opportunities.

!-J

Political Empowerment Despite the existence of provisions for women's
empowerment in the political sphere, their ability to effectively participate and
influence decision-making processes remains limited. Women's representation in
parliament is disproportionately low, resulting in a lack of diverse perspectives and
interests in policymaking. Overcoming these challenges requires concerted eflorts to
enhance women's political participation and ensure their meaningful representation in
governance structures

3. Social Empowerment: In Indian society, women oflen encounter social inequalities
that hinder their empowerment. Unequal distribution of resources within society,
perpetuated by normative allocation practices, contributes to this disparity, To truly
empower women, it is essential to address these social inequalities and promote a
meritocratic approach that provides equal opportunities for women to thrive and
succeed,

Initiatives by Government for reducing Gender Gap and measures adopted to achieve
Gender Equality in India

There is a noticeable transition from the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in India The MDGs were a set of global
deveclopment targets set by the United Nations to be achieved by 2015, while the SDGs are a
broader and more comprehensive set of goals that aim to address social, economic, and
environmental aspects of development up to 2030. It isnow an opportune moment to take
stock of the achievement of theMillenium Development Goals (MDGs) in India and
incorporate the lessons learned in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) leaving no one behind, whilemaking development economically, socinlly and
environmentallysustainable. The Government of India has also adopted the principleof Sabka
Sath, Sabka Vikas (“Together with All, Development for All™),and stated that the “first claim
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on development belongs to the poor.”. The Government is advocating for a holistic appm;‘::-lh&n
to societal development, emphasizing the well-being and empowerment of all individuals,
with a special focus on women. They are promoting initiatives lo enhance sanilation,
healthcare, education, financial access, security, and dignity for everyone. The workforce
participation rates in India,according to the National Sample Survey Report of 2011-12, the
workforce participation rate for men was 54.4%, while for women, it was 21.9%. The report
also highlights the increase in the percentage of females in wage employment in the non-
agricultural sector from 18.6% in 2009-10 to 19.3% in 2011-12. The Office of the Registrar
General and Census Commissioner, along with the Ministry of Statistics and Program
Implementation, play a role in coXecling and disseminaling data on various issues related to
women's empowerment. The Ministry of Statisics and Program Implementation,
Government of India, released a comprehensive report in 2015 titled "Women and Men in
India.” This report sheds light on various aspects related to gender equality and women's
empowerment in the country, It encompasses crucial areas such as health, education,
employment, and decision-moking, while olso addressing the social barriers that hinder
progress. The report provides a comprehensive overview of the state of women in India,
serving as a foundation for informed policy-making and actions to promote women's rights

and advancement in society,

<= Millenium Development Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women,

Goal 3 of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) focused on promoting gender
equality and empowering women. One of the objectives within this goal was to address
gender disparity in primary and secondary education with the aim of eliminating i1, preferably
by 2005. Additionally, the broader ambition was to achieve gender parity in all Tevels of
education by 2015. India has made progress in achieving gender parity in primary education,
but there is still a gender gap in literacy rates, indicating disparities in women's learning
outcomes and opportunitics. To encourage cducation for girls and women, it is crucial to take
immediate measures. First, educational institutions at all levels need to be made safe and
appealing for them This can be achieved by implementing mandatory improvements in areas
such as water and sanitation facililies, safety measures, teacher training, and developing
gender-sensitive curricula. Furthermore, there should be expanded awareness-raising
campaigns o promote secondary and tertiary education for girls and women. Improving
access to education facilities, including reliable and safer transport options, is necessary to

ensure equal opportunities for all. Empowerment measures should prioritize providing
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vocational education for women, promoting wage parity, and implementing laws that grant

women property and land rights. Additionally, efTorts should be made to increase women's
employment opportunities, such as extending the number of workdays under schemes like
MGNREGA to more than 100. In terms of political empowerment, building upon the success
aof reserving 33% of seats for women in Panchayat Raj institutions, the Women's Reservation
Bill (Constitution 108th Amendment) should be enacted to provide 33% reservation of seats
in Parliament for women. Similar measures should be considered at the state level to enhance
women's representation in politics. Addressing discriminatory norms and behaviors against
women is essential at both the household and societal levels. This includes tackling issues
such as sex-selective abortion, neglect of girls’ welfare, child marriages, dowry, and violence
apainst women. Immediate measures should involve providing legal assistance to combat
injustice and violence, as well as strengthening the implementation of laws to prevent
underage marriages and violence against women. Long-term change in discriminatory social
norms requires attitudinal shifis, which can be achieved through education. It is crucial to
promote awareness and education on gender equality and women's rights Initiatives like the
Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao campaign, involving the private sector, NGOs, and governmental
schemes, should be implemented, especially in states with imbalanced sex ratios. In
conclusion, to achieve gender equality and empower women in India, it is essential to
prioritize creating safe and appealing educational environments, expanding access to
education, implementing measures for women's empowerment, and addressing
discriminatory norms and behaviours at both the individual and societal levels,

¢ Sustainable DevelopmentGoal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all

women and girls.

It is unfortunate that India is not on track to achieve gender equality by 2030, and that the
COVID-19 pandemic has further exacerbated the challenges. The issucs mentioned, such as
the uncqual burden of unpaid care work, limited decision-making power regarding sexual and
reproductive health, insufficient gender-responsive budgeting, underfunded women's health
services, and endemic violence against women, are significant barriers to achieving gender
equality. The pandemic has highlighted and deepened existing gender inequalities, as women
have been disproportionately affected by the economic and social fallout. It is crucial to
address these disparities and ensure that women's rights and needs are al the forefront of
recovery efforts. The theme of 2022 isa powerful and transformative vision - one that focused

on both resilience and progress. The year's theme revolved around - Harnessing the Lessons
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of the COVID-19 Pandemic to Propel the Full Implementation of the 2030 Agendn for
Sustainable Developmenti.e."Building back better from the COVID-19 pandemic while
advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. This
underscores the imporiance of incorporating gender equality into recovery strategies. This
theme recognizes that recovery should not only aim to return to pre-pandemic conditions but
also to address and rectify the systemic gender incqualities that have been further magnified
during the crisis.

The assessment conducted by UN Women, indicating slow and insuflicient progress
towards achieving SDG 5 on gender equality, emphasizes the need for renewed commitment
and intensified efforts. It highlights the importance of greater investment in gender statistics
to accurately monitor progress and identify areas that require immediate attention. Addressing
gender inequality requires comprehensive and mulli-sectoral approaches. It involves
empowering women economically, ensuring their access to education, healthcare, and
decision-making positions, and combating violence and discrimination. Governments, civil
socicty organizations, and international bodies must work together to enact policies and
implement measures that promote gender equality and protect women's rights, Efforts should
include not only promoting gender equality within institutions and systems but also
challenging and changing societal norms and attitudes that perpetuate gender-based
discrimination. It is crucial to engage men and boys as allies in the fight for gender equality
and promote a more inclusive and equitable society for all. While progress may be slow,
sustained commitment, collaboration, and investment in gender equality initiatives can pave

the way towards a more equal future.

The Niti Ayog, a Government of India body, entrusted with the responsibility to co-
ordinate efforts towards India’s achicvement of SDG Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls have undertaken a detailed mapping of SDG's and Targets as

given below in a tabular format;
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Goal | SDG TARGET Centrally Spoasored or Central Sector | Concerned
No. Scheme Ministry
GOAL | Eliminate all types of | 1. Mission for Protection and Empowerment | Women
5.1 discrimination  against | of Women - Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Pradhan | and Child
wamen and girls, | Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra (PMMSK), | Developme
regardless  of  their | Ujjawala, One Stop Centre, Women Helpline, | nt
location or circumstances. | hostels, SWADHAR Greh, Gender Budgeting | &
ele, HRD
2. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
(PMMVY)
3. Umbrella ICDS
4. Support to Training and Employment
Programme (STEP)
5. National Scheme for Incentive to Girl Child
for Seccondary FEducation (NSIGSE) 6.
PRAGAT! (Providing Assistance for Girls'
Advancement in  Technical  Education
Initiative)
GOAL | Work towards eradicating | 1. Mission for fostering a society where | Women
52 all forms of violence | women are protected, empowered, and given | and Child
against women and girls, | equal opportunities like - Gender Equality and | Developme
both in public and private | Education Drive (GEED) through Beti Bachae | nt
seltings, encompassing | Beti Padhao, Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakt
trafTicking, sexual | Kendra (PMMSK), Project Ujgawala, One
exploitution, and other | Stop Support Centre, Women Helpline,
manifestations of harm. Shelters and Safe Havens like SWADHAR
Greh etc.
2. Umbrella ICDS
GOAL | Stop all harmful practices, | I. Mission for fostering a socicty where | Women
53 including child, early, and [ women are protected, empowered, and given | and Child
forced marriage, as well | equal opportunities like - Gender Equality and | Developme
as female genital | Education Drive (GEED) through Beti Bachao | nt
mutilation, safeguarding | Beti Padhao, Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti
the rights and well-being | Kendra (PMMSK), Project Ujjawala, One
of women and girls Stop Support  Centre, Women Helpline,
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Shelters and Safe Havens like SWADHAR i
Greh, Gender Budgeting ic. intcgrating o
gender perspective into the budgetary process
ele.
2. Umbrella ICDS
GOAL | Recognize  and  value | I. Mission for Protection and Empowerment | Women
54 unpaid care and domestic | of Women and Child
work through the | 2. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana Developme
provision of  public | 3. Labour and Employment Statistical System | nt
services,  infrastructure | (LESS) Petroleum
and seocial protection & Natural
pelicies and the Gas
ptomotion of  shared Labour &
responsibility within the Employme
household and the family nt
as nationally appropriate.
GOAL | Promote women's [ I. Support to Training and Employment | Women
55 comprehensive and active | Programme (STEP) to provide assistance and | and Child
engagement, ensuring | resources to individuals seeking training and | Developme
equal oprortunities for | employment opportunities, n&
leadership across  all | 2. Rashtriya Gram Swara) Abhiyan (RGSA) Panchayati
fevels of decision-making Raj
in palitical, economic, and
public spheres.
GOAL | Ensure universal access to | 1. National Health Mission Health &
56 sexual and reproductive | 2 National AIDS Coniral Programme FW
health and reproductive | 3. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana | &
rights as agreed in | (PMMVY) Women
accordance  with  the and Child
Programme of Action of Developme
the International nt
Conference on Population
and Development and the
Beijing  Platform  for
Action , along with the
outceme documents afl its
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review conferences, are

significant documents that

address gender equality

and women's

empowerment.

5a Undertake reforms to | I. Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojama (DAY) - | RD

give women equal rights | National Rural Livelikood Missien (NRLM) Hausing

to economic resources, as | 2. Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana (DAY) - | and Urban

well  as  access  to | National Urban Livelihood Mission (NULM) [ Affairs

ownership and control | 3. Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana Finance

over land end other ferms Land

of inheritance and natural Resaurce,

resources, in accordance Women

with national laws and Child
Developme
nt

5b Maximize  the [ I. Science &Technolegy Institutional and [S&T

potential of empowenng | Human Capacity Building Telecommu

technology, especially nication,

information and Women

communications and Child

technology, (o advance Developme

women's  empowerment ntDeiTy,

and inclusion.

5.c Embrace and fortify | 1. Mission far fostering a society where | Social

rohust  policies  and | women are protected, empowered, and given | Justice &

enforceable  laws  to | equal opportunities like - Gender Equality and | Empowerm

advance gender equality | Education Drive (GEED) through Beti Bachao | ent

gnd empower women and
girls across all societal

strata

Beti Padhoo, Pradhan Mantn Mahila Shakti
Kendra (PMMSK), Project Upawala, One
Step  Support  Centre,
Sheliers and Safe Havens like SWADHAR
Greh etc.

2. Gender Budgeting WCD,

Women Helpkne,
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< Glabal Gender Gap Index (GGGI)

Despite some progress, India still faced challenges in achieving gender equality, as
highlighted by its mnking of 112 out of 153 countrics in the Global Gender Gap Index
(GGGI) Report 2020 published by the World Economic Forum. The report indicates that
there is a significant gender gap in various aspects of Indian society, requining further efforls
to bridge these disparities and crente a more inclusive and equitable environment for aX
genders. The GGGI measures gender-based gaps in four dimensions. economic participation
and opportunity, educational attainment, health and survival, and political empowerment

[ In terms of economic participation and opportunity, India scored 0.354 out of 1, This
dimension measures the gender gap in workforce participation, wage equality, and
representation in senior positions.

[ In educational attainment, Indin scored 0.962 out of 1, indicating a relatively high
level of gender parity in this area. This dimension measures the gap in access lo
primary, secondary, and tertiary education.

[ For health and survival, India scored 0.944 out of 1, suggesting a relatively sma¥
gender gap. This dimension examines the differences in life expectancy and sex ratio
at birth.

[(] In the area of poXtical empowerment, India scored 0.411 out of 1, This dimension
assesses the gap in political representation at the level of parliament and ministerial
positions.

Overall, while India's performance has marginally improved from 0.665 in 2018 to 0.668 in
2020, there is still significant room for progress, particularly in economic participation and
aopportunity as well as political empowerment. The GGGl provides a framework for
understanding gender disparities and highlights areas where further attention and efTorts are
needed to achieve gender equality,

Government Initiatives for gender equality, socio-cconomic development, and women's

empowerment that have been instrumental in driving positive change and progress in

socicties,
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The Government of India has underiaken several major initiatives to address the

Paper id: USRD/02/V-1/)une/23 I

gender gap and promote women's empowerment in various aspects of social, economic, and

political life. Some of these initiatives include:

A. Economic Participation & Opportunity and Health & Survival:
1. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP): Launched in 2015, it aims to protect and educate
the girl child.

Mahila Shakti Kendra (MSK): Provides skill development and employment
opportunities for rural wamen.

!-J

3. Working Women Hostel (WWH): Offers safe accommodation and daycare facilities
for working women,

4, Scheme for Adolescent Girls: Empowers girls through nutrition, life skills, vocational
training, ete.

5. Mahila Police Volunteers (MPV): Engages women volunteers as a link between police
and the community.

6. RashtriyaMahilaKosh (RMK): Provides micro-credit at concessional terms to poor
women for livelihood activities.

7. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandna Yojna: Provides matemnity benefits to pregnant and
lactating mothers.

8, Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana: Aims to provide housing in the name of women.

9. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY): Offers skill training to youth,
including women,

10. Deen Dayal Upadhyay National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM): Focuses
on creating employment opportunities for women through skill development,

11. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana; Provides free LPG cylinders to empower women and
protect their health.

12. Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY): Encourages economic empowerment of girls
through bank accounts.

13. Skill Upgradation &Mahila Coir Yojna: Trains women artisans in the coir industry.

14. Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP). Supports seli-
employment through micro-enterprises in the non-farm sector,

15. One Stop Centre Scheme: Provides comprehensive support to women affected by

violence.
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16. Women Helpline Scheme: Offers 24x7 emergency response to women afTected by

Paper id: USAD/O2/V-1/)une/23 I

violence.

17. Mahila Police Volunteers Scheme: Encourages women to join the police force and
create a safe environment.

18. SWADHAR Greh or Short Stay Homes: Provides shelter and support to women in
need.

19. National Creche Scheme: Offers daycare facilities for children of working mothers.

20. Indira Gandhi MatritvaSahyog Yojana (IGMSY): Provides cash benefits to pregnant
and Inctating women.

21. National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW): Aims to promote the
overall development of women.

22 Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme: Supponts daycare facilities for children of
working mothers.

23, Sabla Scheme: Focuses on the holistic development of adolescent girls.

B. Female Entrepreneurship: To promote female entrepreneurship, the Government has

initiated Programmes like —

1. Stand-Up India; Promotes entrepreneurship among women by providing financial
support.

2, Mabhila e-Haat: An online marketing platform to support women entrepreneurs,

3. Entrepreneurship and Skill Development Programme (ESSDP): Supports skiX
development and entrepreneurship.

4. Support to Trining and Employment Program for Women (STEP): Provides training
and employment opportunities for women.

5. Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY): Facilitates access to institutional finance for

micro/small businesses.

C. Progress in School Education System -Achlevements and Initlatives: Over the years, the
school education system has witnessed significant advancements through various initiatives

nimed at enhancing educational attainment. Notable among these are as follows -
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] National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005, which served as a guiding document to

revamp the curriculum and teaching methodologies

[C] Flagship programs like the Samagra Shiksha and the Right to Education Act (RTE) have
played pivotal roles in ensuring education for all.

[C] Addressing specific challenges, the government has taken steps to upli® education in
Educationally Backwnrd Blocks (EBBs) by establishing Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalayas (KGBVs) These schools provide educational opportuxities to girls in regions
that historically faced limited access to education.

O Another crucial aspect of educational reform has been gender sensitization The
education systcm has recognized the importance of fostering gender sensitivity in both
students and tzachers. To this end, gender sensitization modules have been integroted
into in-service training programs. Moreaver, efforts have been made to improve the
infrastructure and facilities for female students and teachers. This includes the
construction of separate toilets for girls to ensure their comfort and safety, as well as the
construction of residential quarters for female teachers to nttract and retain talented

educators.

D. Political Participation:The Indian government has taken steps to increase the poXtical
participation of women at the grassroots level by reserving 33% of the seats in Panchayati
Raj Institutions (local self-government bodies) for women. This reservation ensures that a
significant proportion of decision-making positions are occupied by women, enabling them to
actively participate in the governance processes. Additionally, the Ministry of Panchayati Raj
conducts capacity bxilding programs for the stakeholders involved in Panchayats, including
the elected women representatives (EWRs). These programs aim to empower women and

enhance their efTectiveness in contributing to the govermance processes at the local level,

E. Gender Budget. In order to promote gender parity and equality in all sectors and levels of
governance, the Indian government has been including a Gender Budget as part of the Union
Budget since 2005. The Gender Budget involves allocating funds specifically for programs
and schemes dedicated to women. This budgetary allocation aims to address the gender gap
in various aspects of social, economic, and political life. According to the Gender Budgel
Statement, the government has earmarked Rs. 153,326 28 Crore for the fiscal year 2021-22,
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These funds are intended to be utilized by different ministries to implement schemes and

programs aimed at reducing the gender gap and advancing gender equality in India.

Gender Equality and Justice in India

It is clear from the constitutional provisions that gender equality is an important principle
enshrined in the Indian Constitution. These provisions aim to eliminate discrimination and
promote equal rights and opportunities for women. Here is a summary of the key
constitutional provisions related to gender equality:

1. Article 14: It ensures equality before the law and prohibits discrimination on the
grounds of race, caste, gender, or place of birth.

2, Anticle 15(1): It prohibits the state from discriminating against any individual on the
basis of sex, among other factors,

3. Article 15(3): It allows the state to make special provisions for the advancement of
women and children, enabling the enactment of laws to address issues such as sexual
harassment, domestic violence, and workplace harassment.

4. Article 16: It guarantees equal opportunities in public employment and prohibits
discrimination based on sex,

5. Anticle 39(a): It directs the state to work towards providing equal opportunities for a
decent standard of living for men and women.

6. Anicle 39(d). It mandates equal pay for equal work for bath men and women,
although this principle is not explicitly recognized as a fundamental right.

7. Article 39A: It promotes justice on an equal opportunity basis and provides for free
legal aid to ensure access to justice for a¥, including women.

8. Article 42: It mandates the state to provide fair and reasonable working conditions
and maternity benefits to women,

9. Aricle 51(A)(e) It promotes a sense of fraternity and condemns practices that
undermine the dignity of women.

10. Article 243D(3) and (4): These provisions require the reservation of seats for women
in Panchayats (local self-governance bodies) and the reservation of posts of

chairpersons in Panchayats for women.
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11. Article 243T(3) and (4): Similar to Article 243D, these provisions require the

reservation of seats for women in municipalities and the reservation of posts of

chairpersons in municipalitics for women.
In addition to the constitutional provisions, various acts have been enacted to protect and
promote gender equality, such as the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act, the
Matemnity Benefit Act, and the Equal Remuneration Act. These acts address specific issues
faced by women and provide legal safeguards for their rights in difTerent spheres of life.
However, despite these constitutional provisions and legal measures, challenges remain in
achieving complete gender equality in India. Discrimination, gender-based violence, and
social norms continue to hinder the progress of women towards achieving social, political,
and economic equality. Efforts at multiple levels, including legal reforms, social awareness,
and empowerment programs, are necessary to address these challenges and create a more

equal society for women.

Conclusion

India has indeed made commendable efforts to address gender inequalities and
empower women through various policies and initiatives. The govemment has implemented
laws and schemes to combat abuse against women, including trafficking, domestic violence,
and sexual harassment. These steps have aimed to protect women's rights and ensure their
safety. Moreover, India has recognized the importance of women's inclusion in policy-making
processes and has made attempts fo integrate women into decision-making roles, This is
crucial for addressing the unique challenges and perspectives faced by women in saciety. To
enhance women's economic empowerment, the government has launched projects for
women's training and job creation, as well as microfinance schemes targeting underprivileged
rural women. These initiatives aim to uplift women in various socio-economic sectors and
provide them with opportunities for financial independence. India's presidency of the G20 in
2023 has presented an opportunity to prioritize inclusive growth and development, with a
focus on women's empowerment and representation. Gender inequalities persist not only in
India but also in several G20 member countries. By addressing these inequalities, India can
contribute to improving its overall human development profile and promoling equal status for
women in society, the economy, and the overall scenario. One significant aspect that needs
aitention is the gender wage gap, especially among low-earning workers. Studies have shown
that the wage gap can be as high as 105% in certain sectors. Reducing this gap is cssential to

tackle gender inequalitics nnd create a more equitable society. Proper enforcement of existing
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governmental schemes and the implementation of additional measures can contribute (o

narrowing this gap and empowering women in the workforce. In conclusion, while India has
taken significant steps towards women's empowerment and reducing gender inequalitics,
there is stiX work to be donc. By prioritizing inclusive growth, implementing and enforcing
policies effectively, and addressing issues such os the gender wage gap, India can further
empower women, improve its human development ranking, and promote gender equality in
society.
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notable examples af ethnic polttics There are many causes and consequences of ethnicity and ethnic
conflict m Srt Lanka which are closely connected with each other. But dune to the complex nanwre of
conmecnviny. the conflict ahreays has not been moved forwarded followng a lwear historical process.
State butlding process tn Sri Lanka which is very much cornected with ethmicity and ethnic politics
has been undergone with paradoxes After independence in Sri Lanka. the Sinhalese as a major ethic
group acqutred the ruhing power and established their donnnation in all sector of the country where
as the mmor ethmic group such as Taml and Mustims deprived thewr facilities and righis and they felt
margmalized in hegomonic state tinlding process mobilized by ethnic politics. This was the major
Jactor which led 1o the rise of ethnic conflict tn Sri Lanka that eniminated in a bloody civil war that
lasted for few decades. Though the conflict afficially ended but the tensions between mayor and minor
ethnic groups sull remamn and the Sinkalese government have to avercome the challenges through
inclusive policies and practices.

Kevworde: Ethnicity sthnie nalitice atbinio aooaflioe 0300 d €e -2 au o 8 ans - ,
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made by the Sri Lankan government to address these challenges and promote reconciliation, as weil
gs the role of the international community in supporting these cfforts.

2.Ethnic Composition of Sri Lanka:

Sri Lanka ts a multi-ethnic plural society with different language, religion and culture. The
two main cthnic groups are Sinhalese and Tamils Besides there exist a few minor ethnic groups =
Burger, Moors and Malaya ctc The Sinhalese 1s the dominant ethnic group of §n F..ankn nnd lhqf
comprise 74 percenl of the total population in Sri Lanka The largest ethnic minority group in Sti
Lanka is the Tamils who comprise 18 percent of the total population Muslims are another minor
ethnic group who comprise 7 Ipercent of the tatal population af Sni Lanka and others sharing the rest
0.8 percent af the 1otal The Sn Lankan Tamils are divided inte two categonies the indigenous
"‘Ceylon Tamils® {12 6%) and Indian origin ‘Indian Tamuls' (5.5%) who are alsa called Plantation
Tamils. indentured by the British colonial ruler dunng 19" century 1o work on estate plantation
Regarding religion there is a difference amengst ethnic gronps The Sinhalese are mainly Buddhists
(69.3%). while most of the Tamuls are Hindus (15 4%) Apart from the Sinhalese and the Tamils,
thete are small minority of Moors (both Ceylon and India) and Malavs who are all Mushms (9.7%)
and the rests (Burgers and Eurasian) are Christian In terms of language, the Sinhalese speak in
Sinhala language, Tamil speak in Tamil, the Meors speak in Sinhala or Tamil depending on the area
of their habitation and the Burgers speak in Sinhala or English The twa minor ethnic group also
added in the Sri Lankan census of 2001 - Sn Lankan Chetty and Bharatha who were carly categorised
as Tamil minor ethnic group Tamil naticnalists claim that the new ethnic division are designed hy the
Sri Lankan hegemonic autherity to divide and reduce the strength of Tamil ethnic group In fact,
diversity and multiculturalism 1s a real factor of Sri Lankan plural society and ethnically, Sri Lanka s
a heterogeneous character of nation state

3.The Root Causes of Sri Lankan Ethnie Crisis:

The roots of the Sri Lankan ethnic crisis can be traced back to the
Be_fgre 1948, Sri Lanka was ruled by the British colonial ruler for over a century. In their regime the
British rulerfavoured the minority Tamil community and provided t

3 hem with more educational and
tmnpju}rnjcn!_ogponmmcs than the majerity Sinhalese community. Sri Lankn onined indenendomo i

couniry's colonial pas
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hegemany spread in north and eastern part of Sri Lanka. Many discriminatory measures also taken by
Sinhalese government discriminated against the Tamil community, such as the Sinhala Only Act -
1956, which made Sinhala the enly efficial language of the country, thereby marginalizing the Taml
language and culture. Some discriminatory measures were alsao taken in the field of educational
policy, especially in the prafessional courses The quota system was introduced in favour of the
Sinhalese on the basis of caste and religion in the government services Even the Tamils who used to
occupy a large number of government posts were removed from their pesition ¢f advantages. So
various discnminatocy measures — econamic, social, political and cultural adopted by the Sinhalese
Government fuelled in the ethnic conflict of Sri Lanka.

4. Ethnic Conflict and Civil War:

The hegemony of Sinhala Buddhist nationalism has impacted deeply in the cthnic conflict in
Sti Lanka. A history of celonialism, linguistic and culural differences, and political and economic
grievances nlso fuelled and spread the ethnic conflict Firstly, the Tamil organizations had been
demanded for equal facilities like the Sinhalese. But the Sinhalese government rejected the demands.
Then the Tamils struggled for the auvtonomy in the Tamil majonty areas Instead of solving the
problem through democratic principles, the bourgeois Sinhalese gavernment tried to find a military
solution. This deprivation ultimately tended the Tamil's struggles towards a ‘Tamil Eelam’ (separale
Tamil state in northern and eastern provinces in Sni Lanka) Histonically, Tamil insurgency started in
1972, when the United Frent Government adopted a new Republican and Indigenous Constitution in
crder to bring under its control on the reactionary element in the society. Various provisions for minar
ethnic proups had eliminated by the new constitution One of the Tamil organisations, Tamil United
Frant (TUF) demanded six points tssues to Sinhalese govemment for reconsidening the constitution
These were = 1o recognize Tamil as an official language, to grant the ciizenship to Indian Tamils, to
give equal status of all religions, to abolish the untouchability and decentralization of power. But the
Sinhalese Government ignored of all the demands of Tamils. As a result, the relation between the
Sinhalese and the Tamils had became Ilotally conflictual In 1976 TULF (Tamil United Liberation
Front0 demanded for a free, sovereign secular state for Tamils, called *Tamil Eelam’ In this time, the
leader of the Tamil Youth, Velupillai Prabhakaran formed the Tamil New Tigers The organisation
became the ‘Liberation Tiger of Tamil Eclam*(LTTE) in 1976. The moderate Tamils as well as Taml
militant groups, not anly challenged the unitary character of Sn Lanka's Constitution, but also very
miegrity of the island. The target of LTTE was secession and create a homeland for Tamil, Gradually,
the conflictual relations turned into a bloody ethnic civil war.

S5.Realities and Challenges:

The armed conflict between the government and Tamil separatist groups, most notably the
LTTE, lasted for cver three decades and resulled in significant loss of life and displacement of
communities The conflict officially ended in 2009, with the defeat of the LTTE by the Sri Lankan
government, but the scars of the conflict still linger, and cthnic tensions continue o simmer. The
conflict, which lasted for over 25 years, resulted in the deaths of tens of thousands of people and the
displacement of many more. Actually, th: challenges in addressing the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka are
complex and multi-faceted They include 1ssues related to language nights, land ownership, palitical
representation, religious rights, and reconciliation and justice for past atrocities The country is also
facing the challenges in promoting economic development, poverty alleviation, and creating equal
oppoertunities for all its citizens To address these challenges, Sri Lanka needs ta adopt policies and
practices that promote inclusivity, diversity, and respeet for human rights and dignity. This includes
greater representation of minority communities in government and public institutions, adaptation of
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le were displaced from their homes during the wWar, And INE GOVETRINTIL 1Ay fatia e somenrs e -
?fmmmg lhf:‘m in their original homes or providing them with new hcmv:_s‘ This has been
complicated by 1ssues of land awnership and disputes between different communities. The war had
caused extensive damage to infrastructurs and public services, particularly in the north and cast of the
country. The govcmrn::m has had to undertake significant reconstruction efforts to rebuild these
areas During the war, the government had deploved a large number of security forces in the northemn
and castern regions The government has faced the challenge of demilitarizing these areas and
ensuring that the security forces do not interfere in ¢ivilian affairs There have been concerns about
human rights abuses committed by both the government and the Tamil Tigers during the war The
government has faced pressure to address these issues and bring those responsible to justice Though
various measures have been taken by Sni Lankan government, but human rights violations including
torture, disappearances and extra juridical killing, displacement, economic hardship and political
instahility are the real phenomena of present Sri Lanka Overall, the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka
highlights the importance of addressing the underlying issues that contribute to such conflicts and
promoting inclusive pelicies and practices that can help build trust and understarding among different
cthnic communities.

6. Conclusion:

There is no u‘ni\':ml solution ta stop ethnic conflict in a country. Ethnicity and ethnic conflict
have been longstanding realities in Sri Lanka, with deep-seated historical, social, and political roots

The ethnic tensions between the Sinhalese and Tamil communities have led 10 a protracted civil war
and continize tn nnce cionifirant challanmme te b mmcema—do o e PP
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Abstract

In this paper 1 wish to show Philosophical relevance of language in the twentieth century Concern with
language is not something new , as philosophers have studied it since the time of the Greeks. But the questien
arizes that then why #t is said that philosophy has taken a bingurstic turn during this centery 7 Why it is s2id that
peeoccupation with lanzuage is a distinctive feature o the philosophy of twentieth century”? Ot where lies the
novelty in the preoccupation with languuge dizing this certury? In pnswer to this question , it can be said that
althouzh the philosoplers of the past wese engaged with langusge and practiced lingusstic analysis but they did
it with a qurte different end in view They conceived language only as a means 1o do metaphysics They wanted
10 erect a consistent metaphysical system . by the help of language They have failed to employ langunge as on
analytic taol 1o solve philosophical problems 1t 15 only m the nwenticth century that language is used as mn
analytical tool or method for solving philosaphical problems Thes idea gave philosophy n new direction which
may be called the linguistic turmn The twenzieth century in philosophy can be characterized as the “ape of
analysts™ Philosophical analysis is actwally a study of language Though all analytic philosophers proposed o
Iimguistic appraach toward the solution of philosophical problems, yet they drsaree as to which language would
be suitable for that purpose Some philosopbers support ideal anguage and to some other ardmary language 15
all right for philosophical discussion , which we will discuss later Thus. Philosophy 15 an exercrse in language
and the importance of language cannat be ignored m the process of philosaphising. This 1s the way in which

bt cm B ke cemelmntine af lanssna hasnemas the mathael nf shilosnnhical
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phonemes etc, Secondly, these units acquired meaning by convention. Thirdly, this language

is used to communicate our thoughts. That is , it is an instrument for communication.

So, language can be characterized as having a system of symbols, which acquired
meaning by convention. Bul someone may argue that there are certain symbols which convey
meaning but that cannot be count as language, for e.g., red light as a trafTic signal , or a
deliberately produced cough which means ‘it’s time to go® etc. Ordinarily we think that words
are the primary unit or symbol which arc organized systematicaXy, according to the rules and
we have a language. But it is not the case. For an isolated symbol by itself could make
communication possible and it is the sentences which is ordinarily used for the purpose of

communication.

A sentence has meaning when it is used according to the rules of the language, in a
certain act of communication, that is, asking a certain question, expressing ccrtain emotion,
give advice ctc. It is to be noted in this connection that language is also used apart from
interpersonal communication 1.e., in thought, in solilequy, in expressing a feeling without any
audience elc. But these are the limiting cases of communication (with onesell) and we must
make it clear that in order to be a language it musl make interpersonal communication
possible, And il we adop!t this latter allernative, then the abstract systems crealed by logicians
and mathematicians for e.g., the language of Russell and Whitehead in Principia Mathematica
are not language in the strict sense for it is not used for interpersonal communication. So, it is
better to say that interpersonal communication is the central use and other uses are derivative
from this. For if one had not first learned to communicate with others, he would not be able to

talk to oneself.

Thus communicating language is a distinctive of human possession. It is this
characteristics which scparates us in some way or other from other inhabitants of animal
kingdom .Some anthropologist may claim that some of the non-human primates like
chimpanzees and gorillas can acquire communication skill by using a system of symbols and
hence can be said to use language. But this claim is not legitimate For what they are using
cannot be count as human language in the strict sense of the term_ It is through language that
we express our thoughts, question , command , promise , issue orders , describe , name ,
express emotions etc. And it is an admissible fact that by language we not only describe but

also do something This has been illustrated in the philosophy of Wittgenstein , J.I.. Austin,
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P.F.Strawson,Grice and others, So, to understand language is to make a significant step

towards an understanding of our own nature. !

1.2. Branches of Language:

Language can be studied from different angles There are three different aspects or
branches of language which are as follows: syntax, semantics and pragmatics. Syntax is the
study of rules which a grammatically well-formed sentence must follow. Semantics is the
study of the meaning of words and sentences .That is, it tries to explain when a certain
expression can be treated as meaningful. Pragmatics is the study of what the speakers do with
language. We use language not only to describe bul also to perform certain actions For
example , we use language to make promise , lo greet, lo command , to apologize, to question
, 1o forgive , to issue orders etc. Martinich defined Pragmatics “as the study of what speakers
do with language™ These three aspect of language ere intimately related. The pragmatic
aspect presupposes the semantics and the syntactics and the semantics presupposes the
syniactics. Far a meaningless word does not serve us in any way and in order to have a
meaning, it must have certain relation to other words, must follow the conventional rules ete.
On the other hand, the syntacticol relationship does not presuppose the semantic and
progmatic, and the semantic relationship can be studied without reference to the pragmatic.
For il is possible to form a complete syntax even for a meaningless language, For example,
we could form a langunge where the signs PP and x occurred and they follow the syntactical
rule that P always preceeded x, without knowing the meaning of P and x. However, ordinarily
we deal with these three aspects of language — syntactic, semantics and pragmatics, though
the philosophy of Wittgenstein, Ryle, Austin and Strawson draws our attention mostly
towards the pragmatic aspect of language,

1.3. Importance of Language:

Philosophy is an attempt to understand the world, the given.With this end in view
philosophers tried by various means to achieve their purpose. In the seventeenth century for
e.g, in the philosophy of Descartes, Spinoza, Locke , Berkeley , Hume ¢tc., ideas were the
abject of philosophizing and were the link between the knowing subject and what is known
i.e., the world external 1o il. Connections between ideas were expressed in mental discourse
and ideas formed the representations of reality. But in the later stage , public discourse

replaced mental discourse and sentence replaced ideas. lan Hacking in his book Why does
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Language matter to philasophy says that, “An unquestioned ingredient of all public discourse
is the sentence. ™ William P. Alston in his book Philosophy of Language points out that ... a
sentence is the smallest linguistic unil that can be used to perform a camplete action that is
distinctively linguistic.™Sentence has been considered as the primary concept in the
explanation of truth, meaning, experiment, reality, etc. It reflects the reality. In the philosophy
of Frege, Russell, Ayer, Wittgenstein , Ryle , Strawson and many others meaning cannot be
apprehended directly , divorced or apart from language.. Language in order to be intelligible,
communicable must be public. In Wittgenstein's language private language is impossible. It
serves as the interface between knowing subject and what 1s known. Knowledge is expressed
through language. So, langunge ie. wards and sentences — as means of expressian are of
greatest importance, So, philosophical problems crop up when we misunderstand or
misinterpret language. J.M.Bochenski in his book The Methods of Contemporary Thought
points out that ,“If words are indispensable for knowledge , they can also be dangerous; they
can easily lead to misunderstandings not only between difTerent people but also in the work
of a single person - a word may be taken as the adequate expression of a concept , and tum
out not to be so at all , or its meaning may conceal something which leads the investigator in
the wrong direction.”* Again, when we say something then we have the concept of that thing
and these concept achieves it's completeness and precision through language. So, we find that
language ncquires a fundamental position in solving or mather dissolving philosophical
problems. In this connection Leibnitz’s saying deserves to be noted. Leibnitz says that |
“Languages are the best mirror of the human mind and that an exacl analysis of the meanings
af the words would reveal the operations of the understanding far better than anything else™.
Again in the language of Putnum we find such remarks as: “If Philosopers have become very
interested in language in the past fifty years it is not because they have become disinterested
in the Great Questions of philosophy, but precisely because they are still interested in the
Great Questions and because they have come to believe that language holds the key to
resolve (or in some way satisfactorily dispose of ) the Great Questions ™It indicates why the
study and analysis of language occupies an important place in western philosophy. It is all

for these reasons that language mattess to philosophy:,
2. Concern with language — Some traditional views
Concern with language is not something new, as philosophers have studied it since the
time of the Greeks. It can be said that the reflection on language is one of the oldest and most
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constant preoccupation of human mind, When in the Euthyphro, Plato asks what is pity, he
actually wants to know the concept pious , that is the exact meaning of the preek word
‘pious’. Moreaver , when in the Phaedo , Plato says that general terms get their meaning by
standing for forms , he thereby introduces a thesis in the philosophy of language, which seeks
to clarify how words mean. Even in Republic, Plato says, “Whenever a number of individuals
have a common name, we assume them o have also a corresponding idea of form."*Here he
calls our attention to a pervasive feature of language that a given common noun or adjective
can be truly applied in the same sense to a large numbers of different individual things . The
way Plato attempted to have knowledge through the analysis of language also deserves to be

noted, in this connection.

Aristotle also built his logic wholly on language. The relevance of language is also
reflected in Aristotle’s Metaphysics. He says, “......onc might cven raisc the question
whether the words ‘to talk® , ‘to be healthy® , “to sit', imply that each of these things is
existent , and similarly in other cases of this sort , for none of them is either self-subsistent or
capable of being separated fram substance , but rather , il anything , it is that which walks or
sits or is healthy that is an existent thing. Now these are seen to be more real because there is
something definite which underlines them (i.e, , the substance or individual) which is implied
in such a predicate ; for we never use the word ‘good’ or “sitting’ without something or
substance™.” In this passage Aristotle wanted to establish an independent existence of
substance via media of language . Here Aristotle starts from the fact that we do not use verbs
except in connection with subjects, i ¢. instead of using the verb *sit’ in isolation , we rather
use it in the sentence like ; He is sitting . From this fact it seems clear that substances have an

independent kind of existence in a way that actions do not.

The importance of language in philosophy was also reflected in the philosophy of

Locke and Hume. Locke says in his An Essay Concerning Human Understanding , “When |

first began the discourse of the understanding , and a good while after , | had not the least
thought that any consideration of wards was necessary to it. But when , having passed over
the original and composition of our ideas , 1 began to examine the extent and certainty of our
knowledge , I found it had so near a connection with words that unless their force and manner
of signification were all understood , there could be very little said pertinently and clearly
conceming knowledge which being conversant aboul truth had constantly to do with
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propositions......".'"" This passage reflects the impertance of language in philosophy ,

according to Locke.

Berkley, for example, uses language in order to eliminate the universal,
He wants to show the impossibility of abstract ideas, by tracing them in language. He
supports skeptical view of language which actuaXy goes against innate principles and thus
paves the ground for the skepticism of Hume. So it is clear that interest in language is nothing

new.
3. Linguistic turn in the Twentieth Century:

The question arises that then why it is snid that philosophy has tnken a linguistic tum
during this century? Why it is said that preoccupation with language is a distinctive feature in
the philosophy of twentieth century? Or where lies the novelty in the preoccupation with
language during this century? In answer to this question, it can be said that although the
philosophers of the past were engaged with language and practiced linguistic analysis but
they did it with a quite different end in view.

3.1. Language used as a means to do philosophy:

Philosophers of the past, conceived language only as a means to do metaphysics.
Being the champions of metaphysics , they wanted to erect a consistent metaphysical system ,
by the help of language. For instance , when Plato in his Sophist was deeply engaged in
analyzing the concepts of knowledge and justice , he made a detailed examination of the
form *A is not B" in order to dissolve the metaphysical confusions regarding the cxistence of
‘non- being’. He was also aware of the subtle distinction between the grammatical and the
logical form of the proposition, A similar attempt was made by Wittgenstein in the Tractatus
Logico Philosophicus where he says that the apparent logical form of a propasition need not
be its real one."Aristotle also emphasized on clarity. “His Metaphysics expresses the
unruffled conviction that a systematic philosophical investigation demands an enquiry into
the terms involved in it . And he lends his sincere endeavour to analysis of concepts like,

w12

‘good’, ‘know', ‘cause’ etc”.

Whatsoever, it is clear that the philosophers of the past attempted to build up their
respective metaphysical system with the help of language. They use language as a meaxs and
not as an end in ilself. They have failed to employ languoge as on analytic tool, to solve

philosophical problems. However, it is also clear that they never show their distrust in
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philosophical matters, are not false, but non-sensical. We cannot, therefore, answer questions
of this kind at all, but only state their senselessness.”"*Russell also holds that metaphysical
questions are not at all genuine questions as they fail to satisfy to fulfil the basic or minimal
conditions of meaningfulness. Since all meaningful discourse is empirical and metaphysics is
not empirical, hence metaphysics is meaningless. As Michael Devitt and Kim Sterelny in the
book Language and Reality points out one factor for the explanation of linguistic turn which
is as follows - * a dissatisfaction with the metaphysical excesses of much nineteenth century
philosophy, particularly that emanating from Germany. Such dissatisfaction became common
in Britain and America. The dissatisfaction encouraged the tum because philosophers thought
that a close attention to language would prevent the excesses. This certainly seems to be true
of G.E.Moore , who was very influential in determining the path of philosophy in Britain,
Beyond this dissatisfaction, it is hard to account for the turn.™"*

3.2. Linguistic analysis as 8 method of philosophy:

ventieth century that language is used as an analytical tool or method

It is only in the tv
which may be

fuv anluine nhilneonhical problems. This idea gave philosophy a new direction
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Though G.E.Moore was not a full- fledged linguistic analyst, he |aid the foundation
of the linguistic tumn. He puts emphasis on the analysis of language in refuting Idealism. So
the beginning of analytic philosophy can be dated from the work of G.E.Moore. It was Moore
who first launched his attack upon the meanings of metaphysical propositions advanced by
the idealists. For instance ,when the Idealists said that *Time was unreal’, Moore by
appealing to commonsense and ordinary meanings of words ,wanted to know whether that
meant that he had not , after all , had breakfast before lunch |, and lunched before he dined. As
the 1dealist position goes against commonsense, so he totally rejects Idealism on the ground
that if this doctrine is taken into account , then our commonsense appears to be false. But this,
in fact cannot be the case. According 1o this trend , philosophical problems can he solved or

dissolved by understanding the ordinary language we use.

Being influenced by Moore, Bertrand Russell also rejected Idealism but from a
different standpoint. He rejected idecalism on the ground that it goes against logic and
mathematics Though both Russell and Moore reject Idealist’s doctrine yet both of them
believed in some sort of metaphysics Both Moore and Russell were dissatisfied with the
ways in which the traditional philosophers ol the past tried to resolve metaphysical problems,
Analysis , whether by means of logic or by appeal to ordinary language, was for them a tool

for salving metaphysical problems.

Influenced by Russell and to some extent by Moore, Ludwig Wittgenstein was the
first linguist who claims metaphysics as nonsense . He holds that metaphysical questions are
unanswerable. According to him , the problem is not that the traditional philosophers have
not find any adequate ways to solve metaphysical problems rather metaphysical questions are
not questions al all, They are pseudo- questions , non-sensical. He holds that all meaningful
discourse are empirical in nature. Metaphysics is not empirical and so it is not meaningful,
He concludes that since metaphysical propositions are not empirical , and also not a body of

tautologies of logic and mathematics, hence they are meaningless.

Philosophy , according to Wittgenstein, is primarily the activity of clarifying language This
attitude gets reflected in the warks of Wittgenstein . For in the Preface to the Tractatus he
says : “The book deals with the problems of philosophy and shows , I believe, that the reason
why these problems are posed is that the logic of our language is misunderstood’". This

implies that the problem could not have been posed if the logic of our language is correctly
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understood. So ,we find that though he has some affinities with Moore and Russell but he
goes far beyond them in respect of the position he adopted in the Tractatus,

This anti-metophysical trend also influences logical positivism. It was the
philosophical movement initiated by a group of thinkers who lived in Vienna in the 1920%,
This group later become famous by the name *Vienna Circle’. The founder and guiding spirit
of this group was Moritz Schlick . Other members of the circle were Hans Hahn, Fredrich
Waismann, Herbert Feigl, Otto Neumth, Rudolf Camap and A. J. Aycretc. They all agreed
with Wittgenstein that metaphysical sentences without exception are meaningless but for a

different reasons.

The positivists held that, which cannot be experienced, even in principle, would
be meaningless. For example, A J.Ayer in his Language . Truth, and _logic offered the
criterion of meaningfulness which runs as follows: A sentence is meaningful if the
proposition expressed by it either analytic or empiricaXy verifinable. Propositions whose truth
value can be determined by an appeal to word meaning or mere logic 1S called analytic. For
e.g., “Either it will rain or it will not rain’, Here 1o know the truth value we need to know the
meaning of ‘either-or’.Metaphysical statement are not directly verifiable and are neither
indirectly verifiable hence, meaningless. For e.g., ‘The absolute is perfect’ is a metaphysical
statement and it is neither directly verifiable nor indirect verifiability and hence meaningless.
According to Ayer, metaphysicians are deceived by language. Linguistic confusion is the
source of metaphysical nonsense. They fail to understand the workings of language and this

leads to metaphysical nonsense

Though all analytic philosaphers proposed a linguistic approach toward the
solution of philosophical problems, yet they disagree as to which language would be suitable
for that purpose. That is , for doing philosophy which type of language would be treated as
suitable , i1s a question of philosophical debate. Indeed it is just at this point that a

fundamental cleavage has occurred between various analytic philosophers

Some philosophers are of the opinion that, language by means of which reality can be
revealed should be completely free from ambiguity , clear , precise , perspicuous.
Considering all these things, they hold that since ordinary language is vague, ambiguous,
unperspicuous, inexplicit, it is inadequate for philosophical discussions. They propose
revision of natural longuage and try to construct logically perfect language by means of
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which the true picture of the reality can be revealed. They hold that philosophical analysis
should consist in the construction of new, artificial language systems. Rules of this newly
constructed systems will be more precise and complete than the rules which govern our
ordinary use of language. Just as science has it’s own technical vocabulary which is more
complete and precise than that of ordinary usage, similarly philosophy must develop its own
vocabulary and set of concepts in order to salve various philosophical problems. Camap ,
Russell , Early Wittgenstein, Bergmann, Frege and others belong to this group. This approach
towards the solution of philosophical problem is called Ideal- language Philosophy.

In contrast to the Ideal- language philosophers there are those linguistic analysts who
hold that the language of everyday discourse is perfectly suitable for philosophical purposes and
that philosophical difTiculties arise not because our language is faulty but because philosophers
misdescribe and misconstrue it. They are of the opinion that artificial language are of little help
in solving philosophical problems. Philosophical problems can best be resolved by a careful
analysis of ardinary language This view has become the basis of a philosophical movement |
known as “Ordinary Language Philosophy.”™ Philosophers who support this view are later
Witigenstein , Ryle , Austin , Strawson , Hampshire , Wisdom , Hare, Urmson , Warnock ete.

The main stream of analysis developed after Pesitivism, which is usually referred to
as “Linguistic Analysis”, They are inlerested in analyzing ordinary language instead of
constructing artificial language in solving philosophical problems. They are referred to as
‘Ordinary Language Philosophy®. Later Wittgenstein (G.Ryle, J.L.Austin and PF.Strawson
are the major proponents of this approach. They holds that the task of the philosophers is to
clarifv language in order to solve philosophical confusion, but he must do it not merely by
demonstrating that metaphysical questions are meaningless but also by describing those
features of language which gave rise to such metaphysical questions. This shows how this
approach is different from that of logical positivism.

Although later Wittgenstein never hold the view that analysis of ordinary
language is the only method of solving philosophical problems but he placed much
importance on il. Other linguistic analysis like Ryle, Austin and Strawson share with
Wittgenstein a respect for ordinary language analysis and its fruitfulress in philosophy.
Wittgenstein believed that philosophical problems can be solved if one adopt his new method

of annlyzing ardinary language.
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Though Wigenstein was the dominant figure in the development of linguistic
Analysis but he was not the only philosopher thinking along such lines. The other three most
important philosophers who helped to spread respect for linguistic analysis were Gilbert Ryle,
J.L.Austin and P.F.Strawson.

According to them, ordinary language is quite adequate for dealing philosophical
issues. There is no need for constructing formal language for philosophical discussion.
Philosophical problems can be dispelled if the language can be properly understood and
interpreted. Here the remarks of Richard Rorty deserves mention. Rorty has defined the term
linguistic philosophy as representing the view:

Philosophical problems are problems which may be solved (or dissolved) either by

reforming language or by understanding more about the language we presently use.'®

This attitude gave philosophy a linguistic turn. It suggests a new method in dealing
philosophical problems. This new orientation and outlook asked philosophers to take recourse
to linguistic analysis in their attempt to solve philosophical problems. Hence, Philosophy is
an exercise in language and the importance of language cannot be ignored in the process of
philosophising. This is the way in which language becomes relevant to philosophy and the
examination of language becomes the method of philosophical investigation. ‘Lingistic
analysis' or ‘analysis of language' is one of the method of doing philosophy and its
fruitfulness cannot be ignored.
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Abstract

Preservation of groundwater is necessary for the substance of human civilization.
Excessive withdrawal of these resources is pushing us into crisis. In India there are few laws
to protect the ground water resource which is a major source of freshwater. The acts
regarding this are old and needs amendment to march the present demand and o promote
sustainable development. With the introduction of advanced technology. the nation can

restrict the over use of groundwater, or the country may enforce the law with greater cation.

Kev words: eround waler . environment. natural resource.
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India’s aquifers will be in critical condition within 20 years (as per World Bank
report, 2012). As a result, agriculture, food security, livelihood, and economic

growth all over the country will all be adversely affected.

OBJECTIVE
In India, the Water Act, 1974, has been framed to prevent and control
pollution. Another aspect of the Act is to maintain or restore the wholesome
nature of water.The Act grants the Central Board and the State Boards for Water
Pollution, Prevention and Control necessary powers to carry out their duties.
But most importantly, more emphasis should be placed on the enforcement
aspect, as pollution can not only be controlled through legislation but must be

adequately enforced.

The present paper tries to justify the role of the incomplete Act to control
overuse of ground water and subsequent depletion. Introduction of holistic
ground water management and amendment of the present Act has become acute

necessity in he country.

THE ACT

[JTo prevent and control water pollution and maintain or restore
wholesome water, the Water Prevention and Control of Pollution Act was
passed in 1974,

O Amendments to the Act were made in 1988.

[C] Water Prevention and Control of Pollution Cess Act was passed in 1977,
establishing a cess on water used in certain industrial activities, As a
result of this cess, the Central Board and the State Boards for water

pollution prevention and control can augment their resources,
[ In 2003, the Act was last amended.
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Unfortunately, the antiquated Indian Easement Act of 1882 continues to govern
groundwater rights. Due to these rights connected to land ownership, a
significant portion of society is excluded and landowners are free to take an

unlimited amount of water.

CONDITION OF WATER UTILIZATION IN INDIA
India is one of the countries that experience water stress, and in many
areas, especially during the dry seasons, water scarcity is a terrible reality. India
is a water stressed country, as the availability of water per capita is 1544m’
which is below the international norm of 1700m’ (year-2016). If current trends
continue, India could soon experience a water shortage.Despite having 16%—
17% of the world's population; India only holds 4% of the world's freshwater

resources.

India is seeking for economic growth and development and coming up as
a fast-growing economy. The water reserves of the country are unevenly spread
over the states of Orissa, Andhra Pradesh Guijrat, Karnataka, and West Bengal
(more than 50%). The volume of groundwater in India is more than 30 times
that of all the surface water reserves like lakes, streams, and streams combined.
Therefore, groundwater is the foremost copious source of freshwater accessible

to people, despite being inconspicuous to an aerial extent.

According to the information available from the Central Ground Water
Board (2017), as many as 256 of 700 districts have reported "critical" or "over-
exploited” groundwater levels. This indicates that as the water table has been
dropped,subsequent extraction of water in these arcas has becomeincreasingly

difficult. More than 90 percent of groundwater in India is utilized for irrigation.
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Generally, 80 percent of India's 1.35 billion inhabitants depend on groundwater

for both drinking and other uses.

According to the Central Water Commission, agriculture accounted for
85.3% of all water use in 2000.India makes no financial investment in water
conservation for agricultural use. Surprisingly, although each using less than 5%
of the country's water, the industrial and utility sectors practise water
conservation.Since farmers are a revered vote bank, there are no rules requiring
water conservation in the agriculture, On the other hand, strict conservation
requirements apply to industries where there is limited scope for canservation.
Now the paper is examining the use of ground water by the industrial sectors. A
UN report released before World Water Day on March 2022 reveals that India
was the 14th largest consumer of bottled water by volume and the 12th largest
by value in 2021. The nation has claimed to have the second-fastest growth rate

in the world in the mineral water production sector.

Different natural changes happen bencath aquifers in overcxploitation
conditions. These changes include groundwater table decay, subsidence, and
constriction and drying of springs,shortening of the length of streams, and
subsequent contamination.Keeping in view the growing problem of
groundwater contamination and scarcity, it can be rightly argued that there is a
need for development and change in the policies. The scarcity of groundwater
resources has threatened food security as well as environmental issues. The
availability of drilling technology and other scientific methods have led to an
increase in groundwater extraction. Since groundwater is commonly accessible
to all, peaple are extracting as much they can and when they fail to extract or
when the groundwater level falls, high powerful motors are installed and in turn
people end up investing huge amount of money. A recent example of acute

groundwater crisis was witnessed in June 2019, in Bangalore. Thus, the water
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groundwater is in badly need of reform in modern times. In order to achieve
systematic and improved efficiency there is need for combination of instruments
and incentives like legislations and policies.

Thus, looking at the current scenario, the following steps can be taken to
minimize groundwater exploitation and better groundwater management. Some

of them are discussed below:

1. Policy and legal framework changes:

[J Groundwater extraction is linked with ownership rights as per the
provisions of Indian Easement Act and groundwater is till date considered
as a private property. Thus, there is a need for change in status of
groundwater from being a private property and groundwater should be
declared as national property to limit its overexploitation.

[ Further amendment of legislation should be adopted at national level to
declare the areas under acute water scarcity and identify persons involved
in over exploitation of groundwater for cither domestic or commercial
extraction of these resources.

[J They should be restricted and heavy fines may be imposed.

[ Another way may be the one is paying more will extract more. For
instance, if a farmer extends his arable land or switch from surface water
use to ground water use, he must pay more. Thushe will suffer from
cconomic pressure, and so, he will be compelled to use water judiciously.

[C] Some other supplementary measures can be adopted:

[ Groundwater management by cnhancing all stakeholders' participation,
especially the users at the bottom level (for example: local communities)

and delegating responsibilities in a hierarchal manner.
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[J The government should create public awareness and giving sul::sidiz;ﬂgdl:HID |
power supply for irrigation purposes to socially andeconomically
backward and small landless farmers.

[] Currently, water is a state subject. To enhance better water resources
management, water can be placed under concurrent subject by way of
amendment so that both the Union and the State Government can take

appropriate measures.

2. Technical Action;

[] Traditional water extraction structures need to be renovated.

[J Advanced technology like remote sensing and geographical information
system, can be employed for groundwater management. The use of
these highly specialized tools and technology can make groundwater
management more efficient and systematic.

3. Rural electricity prices and supplies:

[J Nowadays, water has become a marketable commodity.Instances can be
found in the State of Gujarat where landowners who own their own
wells usually extract water by installing high powered motors and
selling water in adjacent area and carns a huge profit. Introduction of
cess on water may limit the exploitation,

[1 High rate of electricity may lead to less extraction of water.

4, Community Participation:

[ Participation from the entire community should be promoted. The
government should take initiatives to make people aware of the acute
crises and what can be done to combat it.

[] Incentives may be offered to the community or village when the
groundwater is correctly managed in order to encourage further

participation.
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CONCLUSION

The country has not been effective in spreading information about the
esteem of water preservation and hence suffering from scarcity. Of course, the
law builds up various specialists that will look to anticipate this, as well as
different complaint strategies and specialists of different  offices.
Reinforcement of the law impacts with harsher punishments, make it more
comprehensive, and lock in more local people. The authorization component,
which is vital since overexploitation may be controlled through legislation as

well as compelling authorization,

Groundwater rights are still decided by the obsolete Indian Easement Act,
of 1882. These rights tied to arrival possession rights prohibit a huge portion of
the society that has no arrival rights and gives landowners the freedom to
withdrawal boundless water use. Therefore, sustainable water management is
an urgent necessity of the country. Otherwise, we may face acute crisis of

water in coming future.
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ABSTRACT

Birds are feathered creatures that can fly and lay eggs which are warm blooded animals.
In every habitat we see birds except some regions with intolerable environment. Many habitats
like terrestrial, deserts, oceans and wetlands are good spaces for bird's movement. The
movement of bird's are due to either for food. shelter or 1o search a new habitat for breeding
purpose. Many groumds are recognised as breeding ground for many migratory birds. Like our
international fowr at various coumiries, birds also visit many countries round the year for
changing their ecochmatic condinons time to time even fo breed within themselves at favourable
situation. In India, many sites have been recognised as Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas
(1BAs) though a large number of sites are 1ill date unrecorded due to lack of proper workers and
validated data. Weirlands and many aquatic grounds are important for local as well as for
migratory avian species. Murshidabad district in West Bengal is such a district which is flooded
with many waterbodies as well as lakes under the lower tract of Gangetic plain. No proper study
on birds has been recorded at various eco-habitais though scattered papers are available in the
web. Remembering the theme in mind the present study was conducted in 2023 and recorded
avian faima at 9 different wetlands of the disirict,
Kev words: Murshidabad. Wetlands. ormithofauna. conservation.
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reside for a temporary period. Process of the movement in the wetlands by birds are very

complex in naturc. It is because wetlands arc complex and productive ccosystems (Maltby, 1986;
Unni, 2002) that occupy about six percent of theEarth's land surface that help to boost diverse
organisms, Wetlands are known as “biological supermarkets™ because of the extensive [ood
chains andrich in biodiversity they support, providing unique habitats for a wide range of flora
and fauna (Mitsch and Gosselink, 2000; Prasad et al. 2002). Many authors argued that wetlands
areimportant habitats for birds, which use them for feeding, roosting, nesting and rearing young
members (Stewart, 2001; Weller, 1999). Water birdsare an important component of almost of the
wetland ccosystem as they occupy scveral trophic levels in the ccosyslem and helps lo run
nutrient supply continuously. Water birds are only the most prominent groups that attract public
to wetlands, but alsoare good bio-indicators and uscful models for studying a varicty of
environmental problems time 1o time (Urfict al. 2005).

Population riscs and pollution changing the global scenario of habitat and alters the aquatic
bodies. Therefore, the wetlands are facing tremendous anthropogenic pressure, which can greatly
influence the population structure ofthe bird community (Bird Life International, 2003). In the
last century, over 50% of wetlands in the world have been lost, and the remainingwetlands have
been degraded to different degrees because of the adverse anthropogenic activities (Fraserand

Keddy, 2005).The loss ofwetland through human interferences has led 1o a decline in several
water bird nanulations in Weet Renoal fMatta INT1Y Tha saname fa bich doeo 3 6 4+
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AREA UNDER STUDY

Study area falls under Murshidabad district in West Bengal. Nine wetland areas in the
Gangetic plains of West Bengal under the District Murshidabad have been taken into account.
These are Beel Kurul, Ramnagar Oxbow Lake, Rampara Oxbow Lake, Sujapur Oxbow Lake, Gauripur

Bandh, Snakdaha Oxbow Lake, Khairamari Beel, Ahiran Beel and Sagardighi Ash pond, The overall
description of all the sites is given below:

1. Beel Kurul

Beel Kurul is a rectangular shaped waterbody having an area of about 436 acres. It was
formed due to course change of river Babla which is now flowing in the eastern side of the beel
(wetland). It is inBharatpurl block of the district having coardinates 23°51'04" (N), and 88" &' 51(E).
Water is about 6 ft depth —perennial. There is zpricultural land all around. Presence of floating water
plants like water hyacinth, under water grassis plenty. Water is used for irrigation and fishery. OF late
Mzkhana cultivation has started. The beel is very attractive for residential as well for migratory
ornithospecies.

2. Ramnagar Oxbow Lake

It is located in Beldangz Il block having 2n area of 1500 meter X 200 meter. It was formed due to
course change of river Bhagirathl. At the observation point coordinates are 23°.4754(N) and
88°.1323(E). Average depth of water is 10 ft. Water renains throughout the year. The beel is

surrounded by paddy [ields, Irrigation, Jute plant retting, fishery, boating etc. are the main socio-
ecaonamic activities here.

3. Rampara Oxbow Lake

It is located In Belgram Il Block of the District in eastern side of Ganga. It is an oxbow lake
formed due to abandonment of course by river Bhagirathi. At the observation point its
coordinates are 23°.5135(N), 88°.1350(€). Water remains here throughout the year having 10 ft
depth on an average. The water body Is surrounded by Agricultural fields. Irrigation and fishery
are the main economic activity here.

4. SujapurOxbow Lake

It is located in Belgram Il Block of the District in eastern side of Gigabits area is about 100
acres. It is an oxbow |zke formed due to abandonment of course by river Bhagirathi. At the
observation point its coordinates are 23°.5847 (N), 88°.1347(E). Water remains here throughout
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the year having 10 ft depth on an average. The water body is surrounded by Agricultural fields.
Irrigation and fishery are the main economlc activity here.

5. Gauripur Bandh

It is located at Village Gauripur under the post office Shaktipur of West Bengal State, having
coordinates 23* 50° 26"(N), 88° 11' S9" (E) st the observation point. Water remains here
throughout the year having S ft depth on an average. Area of the water body is 1000m X200m.
Irrigation and fishery are the main anthropogenic activity here.

6. Snakdaha Oxbow Lake

It Is located in Beldanga Il Block of Murshidabad in Dadpur Mouza having coordinates
23°.5320 (N),88°.1429(E).Water remains here throughout the year having 15 ft depth on an
average. Area of the water body Is 4.7kmX200 meter. Irrigation, Jute retting and fishery are the
main economic activity here,

7. Khairamari Beel

It is located in the Domkal Block of Murshidabad having coordinates of 24.1214(N),
88.3834(E) at the observation point. It is a large waterbody having area of about 3 sq km.
Water is perennial and average depth of water is 15 ft. Lotus, Sola(Aeschynomene aspera) two
economic plants grow here. Irrigation, Fishery, Jute plart netting, making handicrafts from sola
are main economic activities.

8. Ahiran Beel

It is located in the Suti Block of Murshidabad District having coordinates 24°.52(N), 88°.02(€)

in the observation point. 1t Is 2 large water body of 1 sq Km area. Though water body is large, In summer
season water remalins In a very small area of about 300mX300m area having an average depth of 2.5 ft
only. Hyacinth 2nd other invasive water plants almost covered the entire water surface. No economic
activity is here for want of water but some tourists come.

9. Sagardighi Ashpond

It is located in Sagardighi Block of Murshidabad in Munigram Mouza in W.B. having coordinates in
the observation point as 24° 37" 88"(N), 88" 9' 11"(E). Here there are two ponds- ote Is 1000mX700m
and another is 500mX300m. Uniqueness of the pond s that It Is man mace one constructed about 20
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MATERIALS AND METHODS:

of water birds and migratory birds was done In the month of January, 2023

Regular monitoring :
oints in which S

at nine places mentioned In the areas under study. Each site was demarcated as study p
subplots in each area were studied with experts and local people. Binocular [Olympus 18799EXWP),
camera (Nikon D 4200 with Nikkor 70-300mm lens) and GPS (Garmin-Etrex 10) were used while experts
carried out own cameras with high zoom lenses. Boats were hired for whale month and recorded sites
were explored with the study of vegetation also. Counting was designed as per standard method
followed by ecologiczl standard guidelines from morning 5 a.m to 9 a.m in the morning session and 3
p.m. to 5 p.n. in the afternoon sessian. Books used by us for identification of birds was 'Birds af the
Indizn Subcontinent’ {Grimmett et al. 2016). Plant materials were collected and identified by us at the
Laboratory of GGDC Lalgarh, Lalgarh, Jhargram). The financial support was made by INTACH. Literature

review done and plzced at the references part * %,

RESULT AND DISCUSSION:

Migratory birds are common visitors as winter visitors at different wetlands of Murshidabad district.
Bird count in all the sites shows good number of migrants in the winter. These are present site wise
below:

1. Beel Kurul

Beel Kurul area in a goond site for birding. Survey in the recent yezr revealed the app. 3552 no of
birds under 56 species (Table 1). In this study site, a large concentration of Garganey was recorded
{1500 Nos) while other waterbirds like Gadwall {200 Nos), Ruddy Shelduck (65 Nos), Northern Pintail
{400 Nos), Green Winged Teal (300 Nos) was moderately lower in number. Major threat of the
waterbody is water plant Makhana (Euryale ferox) cultivation which requires heavy doses of fartilizers

and insecticides which ultimately change the water severely harming the migratory and other aquatic
birds.

2. Ramnagar Oxbow Lake

The beel Is surrounded by paddy fields. Irrigation, Jute plant retting, fishery are the main socio-
economic activities here. In the wetland, we recorded 1303 nos of birds under 29 specles. Dominant
birdspecies are Lesser Whistling Ducks {1C00Nos), Pallzs’s Gull (15 Nos). The threat to the waterbedy is
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3. Rampara Oxbow Lake

Rampara lake is surrounded by agricultural fields. Irrigation and fishery are the main
economic activity here. Bird survey showed 2478 nos of birds under 43 species. Dominant birds
are Red Crested Pochard (150 Nos) and Ferruginous Duck (101 Nos). Main threats to Migratory

Birds as weX as to water body are number of brick fields drawing unsustaina ble water, polluting
air and water causing harmful effects to bird populationas well as on fishes and underwater

plants and animals.

4, SujapurOxbow Lake

d that the site showed 1494 nos of birds under 55 species.
Dominant birdspecies recorded here are Lesser Whistling Duck(1000),Cotton Pygmy Goase(120),
Red Crested Pochard (14 Nos) and Barn Swallow {70 Nos). Main threat to Migratory Birds as
well as to water bodies are number of brick fields drawmg unsustainable water, polluting air
and water causing harmful activities on birds as well as on fishes and underwater plants.

In the present survey it is foun

5. Gauripur Bandh

Survey report revealed that a total 1014 nos of bird under 48 species were observed.

Dominant birds areLesser Whistling Duck(700), Gray Headed Swamp hen, Red Collared Dove(60)
4 ttiele Faeemnrant [25). In one long side there is a forest composed of different species of plants.

e -l lamsds RAaln

Scanned with CamScanner



Paper Id: IJIRD/08/V-1/June/23 = VOIRME: J1 INSULS £3] JUIY £UEI 531N St s 03 tansn ur
Fp.91-114.

8. Ahiran Beel

Study recorded a total 2185 no of birds under 37 species of which dominant birds are Lesser
Whistling Teal (1500), Red Crested Pochard (160 Nos) and Gray Headed Lapwing (25Nos).
tncroachment, pollutants- plastics are dumped heavily on the dry bed of the waterbody, growth of
dense growth of invasive hyacinth throughout the entire water surface are the main risks of the
wetland. The number of migratory birds is also decreasing day by day. At present practically there are
minimum no of winter migratory birds recorded as per study. During observation only 2 few species
{Garganey 2 nos and Red Crested Pochard 160 nos) was recorded by us. Previously at 2015,
Gadwall Ferrugitous Duck, Northern Pintail, Garganey,Cotton Teal,Red Crested Pochard etc. were
recorded in a large number at the same site, It may be resumed that the birds now have taken a new
shelter at nearby Sagar Dighi Thermal Power Station Ash Pond which is near zbout 20 km from

Ahlranwtland.

9, SagardighiAsh pond (SAP)

It is observed that 2 total 5822 no of birds under 38 species was recorded. Here dominant birds are
Lesser Whistling Teal (4000), Gray Lag Goose(118), Garganey (400) ), Gadwal(400), Red Northern Pintall
(160) and Green Winged Teal (S00). Only risk associated with the water body is that ¥. may be filled up
one day in future due to depasitior of ash generated by the power plant. Authority should think of
alternative use of the ash like brick making, road filling etc. and remove the deposited ash time to time,

CONCLUSION

It is found that Sagardighi Ash Pond (SAP) shows highest number of birds as well as highest
number of bird species under each dortinant category In winter compared to other study sites. It Is also
noted thzt Khairamaribeel shows lowest number of dominant bird species curing winter (Graph 1)
compared 1o other study sites. Almost all sites have no clear-cut demarcation because the sites have
their own negative features in connection with habitat characteristics, So, repeatad study at point basis
observation followed by repeated years must be gathered for bird study along with other site factors.
This could be helpful for lurther planning and future management aof such sites In near future to
conserve the biodiversity too.
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PHOTOGRAPHS:

Different Wetlands of Murshidabad District in West Bengal

Fig. 1 Beel kurul Wetland

Fig. 2 Ramnagarbeel
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Fig. 6 Snakdaha oxbow lake
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wetlands, Last but not least thanks go to the authorities of INTACH authority, HQ, New Delhi, India for
their whole hearted support extended to me.
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Abstract

In common sense, the use of ‘errar’ and 'utility ' in the same heading is contradictory.
It is a bit clear that generally, we ahvays we the term error in a negative sense, but here we
are finding some positive importance of error in our evervday life. mainly in context of
learning. Many educational theories refer to error as a learning method. But here, we are not
highlighting errors in traditional learning theory. We will discuss the efficacy of error in
learning from a general paint of view. This article is about finding Some specific ways to
Justify those errors can be used positively in learning. It will also highlight that error is an
inseparable part of any form of learning.

Study Method: Reference method was used for the present article,
Data Collection: Data was collected through books, journals, webslites ete.
Key words: Meaningful Learning. error. effective teaching, wtility of error.

(Paper published on 2" July, 2023.)
Introduction:

Leaming is a crucial process in everyone's life. It makes a behavior change. By
practicing and using experience, people can improve their skills, knowledge, habits, attitudes,
interests, and other personality characteristics. In learning, the error is not welcomed as a
result. However, an error is necessary for any leaming So, here the error is not described as
the leaming oulcome bul as a leaming method. This article divides its topic into a few
segments. Firstly, it depicts the relation between different theory of learning and the
impartance of error in them. Then it specifies some specinl kind of positive aspects of error in
finding an error. It also illustrates how we can use errors to make our teaching effective.

Aims and objectives:

This article is going to discuss the efficacy of errors in learming. It will highlight those
errors may provide a very positive result in learning. The relation between error and learning
is not a new study, Many theories ol learning consider error as a learning process. Erzilie, N,
A. (2004)" admits learning is a process of trial and error. In this chapter, we will analyse
different types of learners' errors, showing that it helps us evaluate the level of understanding
of the learner.

lErnilie, N. A. (2004) Teaching fractions: Strategies used for teaching
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\:c;rds, figures, sounds, etc., which we use for communication, is verbal leaming. Concept
learning is the form of leaming which requires higher-order mental processes like thinking,
reasonixg, intelligence, etc.Learning principles refer to individuals leamning specific
regulations related to science, mathematics, grammar, etc, to manage their work
effectively. Problem-solving learning requires cognitive abilities It needs thinking,
reasoning. observation, imagination, generalization, etc. Attitude learning refers to the
learning of proper behaviour in a particular situation. Leaming appropriate nurses' attitudes
towards their profession, paticnts are an example of it. In the formal education system, we

follow each type of leaming mentioned nbove. Some paints will Jjustify those errors have an
essentinl role in making learning efTective in all of these methods.

Error as n method of learning:

The theories that explain how people learn and why they leam are called learning
theories. We all know that Trial and Error are a popular learning theory. This theory was
developed by an American psychologist E.L. Thorndike (1874- 1949). He argues that learning
takes place through trial-and-error methods. According to him, leaming is a gradual process
where the individual will make many learning attempts. In these several altempts, the learner

df:cs. 'I.Tm essence of this theory is that ‘as the trials increase, the efrors decrease’. In
discussing the iden of leamning first. we will dicerice tha maman- NPT Sem =
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means except for error, We must admit that, but our point is errars may be helpful in learning,

And in both, these twa primary theories of learning justify this point.

The error helps a teacher in developing their pedagogical reasoning:
In this context, we will discuss pedagogical reasoning as a teacher's reasoning skill or
practical knowledge for effective teaching. Ozly in such effeclive teaching teachers may
positively handle learners' errors This chapter will point out how a teacher can develop his

education as an art and make learning meaningful for the learners using his knowledge and
skil,

Error helps in learning our every day lesson:

Wken we say that error can be helpful 1x our everyday life, that will be true only when

we learn from our mistakes. Usunlly, we often overlook a slight deviation from the expected
outcame. According to some, these deviations are significant in the leaming process
(Edmondson, 2005) But according lo the modemn learning theory, error makers have a better
understanding of the circumstances if they identify the causes of their errors and naturally use
this knowledge in the future. Arnold and Roe assume that “errors may have great
fuxctionality for the user, especially during leaming.™ :
In different soctal contexts and situations, people handle the error differently or react to its
occurrence error. So, it 1s vital to know what social context-specific type of error takes place.
It helps people to leamn from errors. If a person has a chance to rectify his error, it may help
him gather experience. Still, if he dees not gel any opportunity to revise his work, his errar
will be only a human factor of adverse outcome. A Journal of Applied Behavioral
Science explain the relation between error and learxing as “a cyclical process involving the
evaluation of past behavior, the discovery of error or opportunity, the invention of new
behaviors, and their implementation. ™

Error analysis has a great impartance in effective teaching:
As language error affects all types of learning, we need to emphasize il. Some
comman interests behind all kinds of learner’s error analysis are:
a) Error may reflect leamers® level of understanding. Without proper knowledge of the
language, a teacher cannot provide their lecture correctly at the same time; without adequate
knowledge of tke subject, students will be failed to achieve an appropriate lesson.

b) Error may show inadequacy in the teaching process.
¢) Error may paint to students' abilities and disabilities.

Richards and Sampson (1974) support that error analysis is an essential tool for teachers to
evaluate learners’ learning ability to prioritise solving leamers® problems from the most
frequent errors made by them. Therefore, error analysis is regarded os a diagnosis and
prediction of the issues and difficulties of learners,

* Amold, B. and Roe, E (1987) User errors in human.computer interaction Inc M. Frese, E Ulich and
W .Dzida (eds.) Huarnan Computer Interaction in the WorkPlace Elsevier, p.205

’Lipshi:z, R, Popper, M, Friedman, V1. (2002). A multifacet model of oeganizational leaming. The Journal
of Applied Behavioral Science, 38(1), 81-82)
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A memory of errors and prediction errors may be fruitful in learning.

The current view of sensory-motor learning suggests that memory of errors may
become helpful in learning. Sensory-motor learning refers 1o improvement, through practice,
in the performance of sensory-guided motor behaviour, According to this theory, when we
revisit a task, the brain recalls the previously leammed motor commands According 1o this
view, the memory of motor commands is acquired through a trinl-and-error process. The
essential factor is reinforcement. 1t refers to how much the brain is willing to learn from the
currcnt crror, and it depends on the histary of previous accxrrences of the crror. It suggests
that the brain stores a memory of mistakes and provides insights into problem solutions.

In explaining this concept, it may be said that, according to the standard model of
motor learning theory, a trial 1o overcome the error that imposes anxiety on an agent is called
sensary consequence. Sensary consequence pushes the learner to update their belief about the
environment. Based on their opinion about the environment, the learner predicts the probable
error. He improves their performance, Thus memory error and prediction error may be
helpful in learning. In addition, considering an environmen! perturbation continues trial to
trinl process; the brain should learn from rristakes better because the worries are likely to
continue learning from error. And each trial performance will be better than the previous one.
So it may be soid that when we are belter ot a motor task, it is partly becouse the brain
recognizes the errors as experienced before.*

Error can motivate learner because it gives them another opportunity to do better
Error always seems unpleasant to us, and it makes us depressed. On the other hand,
when we succeed, it makes us happy. Naturally, we always try to avoid sorrow and desire
happiness. And though, as we know, achieving the desired object, we can be satisfied and
keep away sorrow, then automatica¥y we try with more enthusiasm to act perfectly, Thus,
indirectly the expenience of errors metivates us with a positive attitude to do well.

For example, in an examination hall, we commit errors; this may happen due to our
lack of skill, lack of knowledge, lack of meaning$ul leamning, or any other external evext; but
there are some cognitive factors

Behind our errors every time. Those errors result in a low score on the report card, but
it also identifies our flaws, and we may overcome these making practice. Thus we may
improve our future results by leaming from the experience of error. In this chapter, we have
discussed errors from different points of view. Mainly we have highlighted the utility of error
from two perspectives: as a factor of system ndvancement and as a process of learning. In a
system, errors have a much more influential role. A mistake can help operators obtain
practical knowledge and share their error experiences. They can take precautions in handling
adverse events due to error. Analyzing learners® errors, we have observed that learners' status
of understanding and misunderstanding is only represented in their errors. We have pointed
usefulness of error for the trainee distinctively because it is relevant to both the learning

‘CONEUR.954; page no 9 Human sensorimotor leaming’ adsptation, skill, and beyond (2011) Sowrce
www sciencedirect.comp. (Retrieved on 12.11.2015)
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method and system procedure. Training scientists, laboratory researchers, and apprentices can
all use errors more positively. An error is the only method in experiments, so errors have a
crucial role for laboratory researchers. This error is not only a negative fact. It is a natural
incident, and we say humans are error-prone. We can classify errors and recover them hefore
they result in adverse outcomes for humanity by finding underlying factors. Thus it can be
noted that error would depend on our attitude towards error.

Errors help to find out the cause of ineffective learning:
In learning, the goal of both the tcacher and student is the students' meaningful
learning. But there are many factors behind meaningful leamning. At the same Many cognitive
and external factors are responsible for lcamners’ errors. Some of them are:

Misconception: it happens when a person believes in an objectively false concept.

Avoiding tendency: it is observed that these learners tend to avoid these complex structures
and use cooperatively simple structures.

Lack of prerequisite skills: When a student fails to adopt the necessary prerequisite skills,
facts, and concepts relevant to solving a problem, he or she may commit an error in his
learning procedure.

Incorrect associations or flexibility: Difficulties due to incorrect associations or rigidity of
thinking are also a common aspect of errar. According to Radatz (1979), “Inadequate
flexibility in decoding and encoding new information often means that experience with
similar problems will lead to chronic rigidity ul’thinking.”.s

Language prablem: Lack of such a learning environment, learners will not be able to follow
the subject content, leading them to commxt an error.

Lack of proper teaching materials- Only the textbook does not provide all the needed
information for meaningtul leaming. So, in text book-oriented teaching method where
teacher-students oral communication is being neglected, there is a high chance that learners
may commit an error. Faulty prescentation of subject content or textbook misinterpretation
may also lead to mistakes in leaming.

Inndequate learning and false concepts hypothesized: This is mainly caused by ignorance of
rules or restrictions of the target solution. Insufficient knowledge of differentiation between
two patterns or regulations may also drive this type of error. It may also happen that many
leamers at a time make wrong hypotheses in solving a problem, which may be caused by
false teaching,

Error indicates Ineffective teaching method or Faulty teaching:

Sometimes, the origin of leamers' error is underlying as false teaching The teacher may
fail to provide proper teaching materials or present the subject content improperly. It may
happen due 1o his inadequate knowledge or lack of teaching skills. These factors are often
closely related to hypercorrection, where the teacher gives enthusiastic efTort to correct the
learner’s error. In the teaching process, the real-life conversation is very effective. If teachers
feel timid in real-life interaction with learners and go on with textbook kxowledge, their

% Radatz (1979) Entcr Analysis in Mathematics Education Jowmal for Research in. Mathematics Edueation.
A0, p 164
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students will not acquire proper knowledge. So for meaningful learning, a teacher should
always adopt a communicative approach in his teaching method. In learning, learning error is
the reflection of a false concept of the leamner (Richard, 1971; Stenson, 1974).

Errors point out learners learning disabilities:

A teacher needs good teaching ability for efTective teaching. He also has to know the
student's knowledge or disability. Understanding the problem, he can find a way to manage
his procedure with proper equipment. Some of the leaming disobilities are: Attention deficit
hyperactivity diserder, Memory difficulty, Arithmetic disorder (Dyscalculia), writing
disorder (Dysgraphia), Spelling disorder (Dysorthographia), Auditory processing disorder,
visual processing disorder, Sensory integration (or Processing) disorder, Organizational
learning disorder, Social cue disorder, Etc.

Conclusion:

After this discussion, we may say that cach leamer is different. Each of them has
various cognitive factors. On the other hand, informal education system, there is one general
teaching method provided for all students of a class. So it is very natural that some students
fail to achicve proper knowledge. According to their different personality, they need
individual attention. If o teacher fails to maintain this issue in his teaching method, it may
result in leamners’ errors Following incorrect teaching material, students may fall into error.
In all cases, o teacher has a huge responsibility to understand the child's specialty and provide
them with the proper content knowledge in an effective way. And this wiX be possible if the
teacher can identify the factors, which will be possible then follows te students’ errors and

categorizes them.
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Abstract

Human, by nature is progressive and ever-since he wilnessed the
industrial revolution in the seventeenth century, he never looked back. This
Is the prime reason for which mankind has marched forward In a long
journey towards economic development and prosperity. Industrialization
enlailing urbanization is a power tool of development and exercises
perceptible influence on social fabric. Peculiarly enough, most of the big
industrial projects are established in those areas which are predominanily
inhabited by the tribal people. The eslablishment of an Industrial complex Is
bound to effect perceptible changes in the life of the individual tribal
people, their family, society and the entire physical and social
environment. With the esiablishment of heavy industries like mining and
quarrying , it no doubt displaces the indigenous people from land ,but also
creale landlessness among them, homelessness, food Insecurily, loss of
access to common properly, decline in joint family system and social
disintegration. Our neighbouring states like Orissa, Madhyapradesh,
Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh have experienced several incidents, where the tribal
people have been affected seriously by several industrial projects. Our state
West Bengal, is also inhabited with santhal community, mostly in Birbhum,
Purulla and Bankura districts. Various major and minor projects have been
implemenied in these districts since independence, where this community
look direct participation for the progress of the couniry .This paper attempls
to focus on the involvement of the ftribes in various industrial projects of
the subcontinent with special emphasis on Santhal and Mundas and the
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changing patten of their socio-economic and cullural lifestyle with the
advancemen! of Industrialization.

KEYWORDS, developmenl, pfos
landlessn - I

(Paper published on 1" July, 2023.)

Introduction:

Industrialization Is the period of saocial and economic change that
transforms a8 human group from an  agrarian society to an industrisl
oneg. It Is the pan of a wider modemization process, where the
social and economic developments are closely related  with
technical innovation. It is the process in which 8 sociely or a country
transforms itself from a primarily agricultural or food-gathering society into
one based on the manufacturing of goods and services. Afier independence,
when India launched the task of nation building, it chose the path of
planned developmen!, which was flagged off with the launching of five-year
plans. Since the economic development was remarkably low, the planners
emphasized more on economic development focusing much on the growth of
GNP, which was characterized by the establishment of mega projects,
dams, mining, new factories etc. These projects were even referred as the

temples of modem India™ and symbolize progress and prosperity.
Nevertheless, such projects have changed the pattern of use of land, water
and other national resources that previously prevailed In the areas. People
dependant upon the land, forest and other natural resources for {their
livelihood have been disposed of their subsistence through land acquisition
and displacemen! also. The econamic liberalization, privatization and
globalization mode! of development in India is vinually depriving the tribal
people and other agricullure-dependent poor people of their traditional
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means of sustainable livellhood by promoting the unregulated growth of
mineral-based industries in the tribal reglons of India. The mining and other
industries including several mega projects thal are taking over the resources
of the ecosystems of these tribal people and poor peasants fail to provide
them with an improved and susiainable means of making a living. The very
nature of the present development does no! provide for the absorption of
these poor people into the organized non- farm sector economy by either
developing their skill or providing them with technical education. Moreover,
the large-scale exploitation of the nalural resources of tribal areas has
brought various negalive impacls on thelr socio-economic and cullural life
also. Decline In joimt family system, landlessness, joblessness,
homelessness, food Insecurity, loss of access 10 common property, social
disintegration, health problem and destruction of social system and cultural
identity are some of them to be mentioned.

Objectives:

Keeping the aforesaid problems of the tribal people In mind, the present
paper aims at the changing pattern of nol only the physical environment but
the economic, socio-psychological and anitudinal changes in the life-style of
the tribals.

Findings:

The neighbouring stales of West Bengal like Orissa, Jharkhand,
Chhatisgarh, and Madhyapradesh—all are rich in minerals and mining
industry as well as construction of dams have a profound effect on the
physio- culiural life of the aboriginals. Several examples from the above
menlioned states, Including West Bengal will be delineated successively.

The number of people being displaced, specialy Adivasis, is
increasing day by day In Orissa. The developmental projects are the main
reason for such displacement of Adivasis. The development projects range
from construction of dams for Imigation facility to Industrialization for
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manufacturing huge quantity of goods for economic growth. Many
development projects have been continuously displacing @ large percentage
of Orissa's people, specially the the trbals. For Instance, the Hirakund
Dam was the first multipurpose project displacing 22,144 families from 248
villages. Similarly, Balimela Dam Project displaced 2000 families in 1962-
63. Likewise, the Rengali Dam Project In the early 1870s, displaced more
than 10,000 families. Many of those displaced from these dams were
iribals. Among other projects also majority of the displaced were Iribals; out
of 2938 families displaced from Muchkund Hydro Project, 51% were tribals,
the Indrabati Hydro Project displaced 5725 families living in 44 villages of
Koraput District and 51 villages of Kalahandl District. Out of them, 1630
were ftribals. Mining and other activities is the second largest activity to
displace 1,00,000 people. Although a large proportion of population has
been displaced from these development projects, neither the govemment nor
the compeanles have shown any interest to rehabilitate them. This In tum
affects their livelihood and makes them more wvulnerable. In both Upper
Kolab and Indrabati Projects, maximum percentages displaced were tribals.
The tribal economy Is closely linked with the foresis. The establishment of
projects have caused rampant destruction of forests and large-scale
submergence of forested areas. The economy of tribals, which was once
made on forest,can no longer rest on [t for substituting the livelihood of
indigenous population. There is overwhelming incidence that the displaced
people have been pushed lower level of economic status compared 1o their
pre- displacemenl situation.

Orissa's coal deposits are moslly concentrated in two regions---
Talcher Belt In Angul District and the |b Valley area in the Jharsuguda
District. Mining is camied out by the Mahanadi Coalfields Limited ( MCL),
a subsidiary of Coal India Limited (CIL). On the basis of the empirical
study conducted on the displaced tribal families of Ib Valley coal mines,
some of the socio-economic impacts have been revealed so far. This
particular project led to the decline in the joint family system, It broughi
landlessness among the tribal people, joblessness and Increase in the
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proportion of workers, homelessness--=-as the shelter is only temporary
during the displacement; food insecurity, loss of access 1o common
property, social disintegration, increased morbidity and mortality, rise in the
incidence of indebledness etc.

In the wake of the slale’s plan 10 mine bauxle and to locate
alumina industries owned by MNCs, the previously tranquil tribal belt of
Koraput, Bolangir and Kalahandi districts in Orissa has experienced the
frauma of massive tribal unrest and protests since the early 1990. It should
be noted tha! the majestic plateaus of the north-west part of the Rayagada
District In Orissa camy almost one-third of the bauxite deposits In India.
The misty mountain tops and the plateaus covering the Kashipur block of
Rayagada district and Thuamul-Rampur block of Kalahandi district, have
nearly a lhousand perennial streams and considerable tree coverage. These
streams and forests have engendered the unique eco-climate of the region
that has enabled its Inhabitants, who are mostly the tribals, to avoid
starvation or struggle for food during times of adversity or natural calamities
such as droughts. However, the sell-sustaining livelihood of the tribals is
now al stake. Among all the MNCs and large Indian privafe companies
vying for the bauxite deposiis of the region are: Utkal Alumina International
Limited, Vedanta Alumina Limited and Aditya Aluminium Limited. The UAIL
bauxite extraction project proposes (o mine the Baplimali hills for bauxite.
Vedanta alumina Limited has already proceeded with its plan to exploit the
Niyamgiri Bauxite reserve localed on top of the Niyamgirl Hills of Kalahandi
district in Orissa. Similarly, the Aditya Aluminium Project has planned 1o
mine bauxite at Kodingamali in Koraput district. It should be noted that the
reglon covering Rayagada and Kalahandi disticts where the bauxite is to be
mined by three big companies are predominantly inhabited by tribal people
and other depressed categories of the population. The regien is densely
forested. Although it does nol have modem irrigation Infrastructure or fenile
agricultural land, people inhabiting the region are able to meet their basic
subsistence needs adequately by depending upon its rich nalural resources.
The region has many perennial streams that serve the imigation needs of
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agriculture in case of drought of inadequate rainfall. People get adequate

sustainable resources induding food materials from the forests. The tribal
people of the reglon have a very peaceful and conlenled life. Bul, they do
not see any bright future for them if the region is industrialized at the cost
of losing their traditional means of subsistence. The majority are elther
lierates or namesake literates. They do nol possess any technical tralning
or skills. Very few among the displaced are likely 1o be absorbed by the
modem mines and industrial complexes thal will be coming up there very
soon. The people in general are apprehensive of losing their life- sustaining
natural resources. The Iribals of the belleve the bauxite mining will drive
them out of the forest and deprive them of their livelihood. The mining
would also damage streams and groundwaler sources,permanently rendering
the forest unfit for habitation. It would convert the entire region into a
desert and barren land safter the exhaustion of bauxite ores. Nothing would

lelt for the future generalions to earn their subsistence.

In recent years, Orissa has witnessed the growth of many large
sponge iron plams. According to government sources, there are 104 sponge
fron plants located in nine disiricls of Orissa. Excep! in Cultack, the other
eight districts contain a [airly high percentage of fribal population. These
sponge iron plants are causing massive pollution problems in the regions
around their locations which are negalively afiecling the agricullural economy
of the peasants and other poor people. Agriculture is affected due to coal
and Iron dusts emitted by all such plants causing low yleld and
contamination of food grains.

Like Orissa, the other two tribal-based states, Jharkhand and
Chhatisgarh on the Cholonagpur plateau region are equally affected by the
globalized market forces that threaten the livelihood of the tribal people and
poor peasants who are dependent on subsistence agriculiure. The tribal
people displaced by the coal mines of Jharkhand have been subjected 1o
livelihood insecurity notwithstanding adequate cash compensation and
provision of one job 1o each of the displaced family members in the mines

operated by Coal India Limited in the region.
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Similarly, the tribal people of Chhattisgarh are losing their

sustainable means of subsistence due to opening of mines and setling up
of many mineral-based Industies Iin the stale. Chhatlishgarh has 28
varieties of major minerals. Since the government reforms slimulating
economic liberalization have been enacted, all doors for private Investment
are open In Chhatiisgarh. The stale's mineral policy 2001 has faclihated
large-scale private sector investment in the mining sector and this has lead
Its effects on the Iribal people and other subsistence farmers. Many villages
located below the mine area complain that their agricullure is now
completely ruined after long exposure 1o the pollution generaled by the
mines. Because of the deposits of red laterite soil and iron oxide that gel
camied away along with the rain water from the mines to the agricultural
land below, the fenility of the soil is lost. Day by day, the land is
becoming more bamen and the top soil is lost due to mining and large
scele felling of trees. The villages near the mine are severely affeclted by
the poliution hazards.

Industrialization has made a change In the individual and social life
of tribal people In the states of Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh
remarkably. It is observed that the joint family system of the tribals is
gradually giving way 10 nuclear family system and while preferring a nuclear
family, they are more guided by economic consideralions. There is a severe
strain on the social system as ftribal communities follow very distinct social
practices which get eroded due to the Intrusion of non-tribal communities.
Soclal evils like dowry, alcoholism, beggary, destitution etc which do no!
exist in ftribal society get introduced by non-tribals. The tribal's religious
and cultural practices are affected badly due to iIndustriallzation. The
aesthetic cultural practices of the tribal community are completely under
threal. With the degeneration of assoclation from nature has come the
degeneration in cullural values, ceremonles and social celebrations and
common property management practices. Women hold a respectable position
in tribal societies. In the entire process of Industrialization and the
displacement, women and children are the major victims. Tribal women
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suffer from an increase in domestic violence as their productive activities in

farm work, kitchen garden, and the collection and sale ol minor forest
produce and other coltage industries decrease or ceases enlirely. Presenlly,
tribal women are unemployed and depending on the only one bread-earner
of the family. In the resetlled colony, the social stalus of the women has
devalued due 10 loosing the economic activiles. Also, In the new
environment, the women are suffering from health hazard, malnutrition and
various common diseases. With the emergence of Industrialization, the food
habits of the firibals have undergone a change. Previously their staple food
crop was maize or jowar, but today they have changed over 1o rice or
wheat. Similarly they are taking fish and meat intermittently.

Tribal people of West Bengal have also been affected prominently
with the Initiation of industrialization, especially associated with coal-mining
industry. In analyzing the study on the Impact of coal-mining complex in
Jharia-Raniganj area, the Santhal tribe forming the largest ftribal group
among the various Immigrants that came 1o this reglon, was placed not
only in @ new cycle of work but also in a8 multi-ethnic arena of interaction.
So it Is necessary to know how the santhal miners had adjusted to the
mining situation in respect of their various aspects of culture. While 14% of
the santhal lamilies depended entirely on agriculture, the remaining 86% has
tlumed peasan! miners. This was because the total yield of their respective
farms was not sufficlent for their subsistence for the whole year. Keeping
this point In view, we can now examine how these santhal people adjusted
themselves with the colliery life. Observing their settlement patlem,
arrangement of their domicles, household equipments, various items of
foods and also their normal dress, It was found that in most of the cases,
the originality is prevailed. Intention of wearing of traditional dresses among
the santhal people Is mixed In nature. Very few wishes o wear modem
dresses, where approximately 30% prefer 1o wear the same throughout the
year. Nowadays, due 1o impact of globalization, santhal people are also
changing their traditional festivals and adapling new socio-modern culture. A
close look at the household equipments again exhibit their economy to be
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on subsistence level. Though the bulk of these specimens was In no way
different from what had been observed in village situation, they got hold of
many new arlicles due to cash wage from the various Indusirial sectors.
Different traditional ant and crafts are associaled with the daily life of
santhal community. But, some of their traditional crafts and anwark have
slightly been modified In the present day under the Influence of
modernization. Besides coal mines, santhals are also engaged in black
stone quarrles of Puruliya, Bankura and Birbhum districts of West Bengal.
Other tribal communities engaged in these quarries are Kurmi, Ho, Oraon
and Munda. Initially these tribal groups were dependent on forests.
Destruction of forests forced them 1o become Ilabours of these slone
quarries. In the districts of West Bengal quarry labours are not completely
dependent on these quarries and sione crushers. Some of them have lillle
quantity of land to cullivale and the rest other can do some agricultural
work. Literacy rate In these UWribal clad districts are very poor. Mining
activities along with modemization could not bring any advancement In the
overall academic uplifiment of the districts. Existence of child labour is also
found In this tribal society, where most of them serve as labours in mines.
Almos! in every mine there are 3 to 5% ol such kind of labours who are
below 18 in age. Most of them are dropped from schools in urge of

eaming.

In the scenario of industrialization on development, if mines and
mineral based Industries are allowed 10 proliferate In the mineral rich tribal
reglons of the country and continues to displace the Indigenous people, the
inequalities and poverty in these regions will be aggravated further. The
industries and mines using high technology for higher productivity and
profits, do not provide opportunities for adequate living and employment for
the land-dependenmt people, who are displaced under the present
development process. This situation needs to be regulated and controlled 10
bestow the benefits ol development on the poor and marginalized people.
Much more efforts needs to be made 1o strengthen the community bond of
the tribal people. Emphasis should be given to their attachment to land and
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home, community, assets end local resources. As far as possible
development projects should be planned and designed in such a way thal
they never force the Involuntary displacement of the human population In
any part of the globe-~-- regardless ol the caste, class or social status of
the people involved.
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AFGHANISTAN AND IRAN

Samrat Roy
Assistant Professor,
Political Science,
Maulana Azad College.

Email id: s rovwhes@email.com

Volume: /1 Issue: 23/July 2023-1SSN: 278 8570

Abstract

Politicization of water and walcr resources s increasing due to the parallel
phenomena of the increase in the lack of availability of fresh water resources around the
world majorly due to the climate change repercussions. Although natural resources do not
have direct political implications by themselves bwt its association with politics happens
when its distribution activities among political entities take place. The objective of this study
is to analyze the dispute between Afghanistan and Iran over sharing of water resources of the
Helmand River. the Harirud River, and the Hamoun weilands. Despite having old diplomatic
relations and strengthened by a common past. language, and culture to a certain exien, both
the Iranian and the Afghan Governments are finding it difficult to cooperate and collaborate
the transboundary water-sharing. While both the countries are not exactly neighbouring
enemies but the rift between them is rising gradually in recent times over sharing of water
resources mainly due to the shortage of diplomatic initiatives taken reganding the Harirud
River: while the negotiations on water-sharing of the Helmand River did not reach any
Sfruitful conclusion either. Thus, #t is very much evideni that both Iranian and Afghan
Governments are finding it difficult to resolve the conflict of Hydropolitics and both the
countries are yel lo arrive al a concrete resolution.

Keovrande: Hudronalitics. Helmand River, Harirud River, Hamoun wetlands, fran.
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¢re the niver originates) and lower riparian country (the country to v

i . vhich the
on a lower ground) is an important and decisive aspect in the

" The India-Pakistan rivalty is a well-known, well-documented
erstood, and appreciated phenomenon of international diplomacy. Surprisingly,

B _ after
partition, 1t was the controversy over riv

. er water sharing that was more significant than the
boundary issues. In fact, the Indus Waters Treaty is one of the few

diplomacy between these two countries.

successful picces of

What is llvdroDiplomacy?

The politicization of water and water resources is increasing due to the parallel
phenomena of the increase in the lack of availability of water resources aroxnd the world,
Even thoxgh water is available in unlimited quantitics, not all water can be utilized for human
purposes. Climate change and its repercussions (for example, irregular rainfall) have
contributed to the diminishing of freshwater resoxrces, thus making this an acute challenge
that several countries face today.
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words, water diplomacy involves amiving at political resolutions before the technical

solutions can be initisted. Water diplomacy encompasses the nssessment of existing
disafTection, divergence of opinion, and tensions regarding the sharing of water resources
(among countries), and then thinking of settlements and solutions that will promate overall

development and peace.

The concern over decrcasing availability of fresh water and its sources has been
present in global diplomacy for more than a decade now, this issue is being highlighted now
in international forums, like the UN General Assembly, even more at present. It is being
highlighted how there is a growing need to address this problem through a mixture of
diplomatic and infrastructural solutions (Conflicts over water will become more common
without science-hased water diplomacy, panel tells UN General Assembly, 2023) Although
there is no serious war-like situation that has developed over water-sharing among countries,
yet, it should be the responsibility of the international community to seriously start addressing

this issue which might just snowball into something bigger than imagined or expected.
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This has also created cconomic and scientific undertones of water given its significant uses in

the process of urbanization, industrialization, and agncultural requirements, as well as its
utilization for modern technological creations of dams, hydraulic works, etc Water’s political
associntion is derived from ils presence in socio, economic, cultural, scientific, and
geapolitical context, from which its political connotation follows (Bakker, 2012).

Water diplomacy can be said to have [ive characteristics. These facets define the
diplomatic approach and outline its various components. Water diplomacy is a regional tactic
and its end goal is to bring peace and stability to the area through the workings of foreign
policy and its various tactics. Its main characteristics are as follows: political, preventive,
integrative, cooperative, and technical. The political aspect involves two main criteria. Firstly,
the participants involved in this process are mainly countries and their representatives, and
secondly, the existing power relations, with respect to the water resources in question,
between them. Countries sharing a river system/basin, or a river basin shared by multiple
countries in a region will involve the aspect of upper riparian and lower riparian geographical
position. The conflicts, controversies, and power relations arising oul of this situation, lend
this a pure political overtone. Water diplomacy is preventive since this strategy aims for the
wider goal of regional peace and overall development and consequenily makes use of conflict
prevention, mediation, and peace-building instruments, Thirdly, its integrative aspect is
drawn from the fact that water diplomacy does involve only political measures but also
involves, scientific and economic approaches and is policy-based, thus making this multi-
disciplinary in nature. Cooperation is a significant aspect of water diplomacy as it is the
nature of the diplomatic process as well as the expected result emerging from it. Cooperation
and shared benefits are the main objectives of this process which will eventually lead to a
more sustainable and socially just usage of water resources. Lastly, the technical aspect of
water diplomacy emerges from the fact that the processes of monitoring, management of
water, various processes of water sharing, etc, are technical in nature. Information sharing,
data management, and sharing of future trends and possibilities are all related to the technical
aspect (Keskinen, Salminen&Haapala, 2021).

However, although this seems quile fair, altainable, and prudent in nature, ils
execution is xot always smooth, There are severalwater-sharing measures and policies 1kat
have been adopted by countries sharing waler resources. Water management commissions
and related political hodies have also been set up to take care of existing difTerences. Yet,
existing differences, mistrust, and anxiety, and the current regional and global poXtical
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circumstances and frameworks have made the achievement of peace, stability, or even

cooperation among countries sharing waler resources. This has created a situation where
although water management commissions/bodies/treaties, etc are present in order, the level of
teamwork or collaboration is low. Added to this, the challenges of climate change and its
over-flowing eflects, like increasing scarcity of freshwater resources, have increased
competition and ensuing conflicts among countries sharing water resources. While it may be
asked why doesn't cooperation for overall benefit happen among countrics, it is important to
understand first to address the power balance among the countries in question. Cooperation
takes place only when its incentives arc high for countries in the high and low ranges of the
power balance spectrum.If countries had followed technical and scientific solutions to various
problems, then the world would not have witnessed so much violence, conflicts, and anxiety

that it has and continues to do.

Does HvdroDiplomacy work?

The real test of hydro-diplomacy can be witnessed in realpolitik conditions. Science,
technology, and economics do provide mutually beneficial solutions to involved parties in a
conflict/dispute regarding sharing and distribution of common water resources, for the overa¥
development. However, the unfolding of global politics has made it amply clear that solutions
to political conflicts or tensions are not always based on scientific or institutional rationality

and prudence,

Existing political history, controversics, disagreements, mistrust, and anxiety, add to
the complicated nature of inter-state problems and their solutions. The geographical factors of
upper riparian and lower riparian positions of countries, become geopalitical in consideration,
The aspect of power balance and interactions based on it is highly significant in
understanding bilateral and multilateral diplomacy in any given region. Interactions among
countries based on their location in the wide spectrum of power (political, economic, and
socinl), informs both internal stakeholders (policymakers, leaders, institutions, etc.) as well as
external viewers, whether the countries involved are willing to cooperate/compromise or not.
Al times, certain issues like the availability of water resources, type and size of stakeholder

populations, water quality, and, the ke, makes clarifications and remedies quite difficult.
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In other words, although successful hydro-diplomacy has the potential to increase overal
development in o region and improve bilaternl and multilateral relations, the process of its

achievement is far from casy or straightforward.

According to a report by UNESCO, there are 276 transboundary river basins and 592
transboundary aquifers. The probability of conflicts arising out of shared water resources has
increased, than before, and continues to do so with the increase in population and ils basic
social/economic demands, along with an increasing rate of decrease in the availability of
freshwater resources (United Nations Educational Social and Cultural Organization, 2016).
Some of the most controversial river basin conflicts in the world include those of the Amu
Darya River basin in Central Asia, the Meckong River basin in Southeast Asia, the Ganga-
Bramhaputra-Meghna basin in South Asia, the Tigris-Euphrates River basin in West Asia, the
Nile in Africa, the Danube River basin in Europe, and the Colorado river basin in North
America among many others. The implications of tensions and hostilities arising out of these

are varied and directly afTect the domestic elements of these countries,

Firstly, hostilities arising out of complications in transboundary water management
lead to a threat to international peace and security. As has been mentioned above, although
the concept of wars fought over water is not familiar to xs, existing and forthcoming
environmental conditions might just make it a matter of concern. Secandly, a decrease in the
availability of water and water resources can directly impact the formation of domestic unrest
and subsequently its expression in national and international politics. These can emerge from
instances like a lack of water for irrigation facilities, a decrease in the availability of water for
household purposes, a lack of water availability for industrial purposes, hindrances in the
process of clectricity generation, and the like. While its domestic implications includethreats
to public health, sanitation faciXties, and industrial and agricultural challenges, on a wider
level the risks of water scarcity can lead to a reduction in the faith towards governmental
legitimacy or even migration inter and intra-country levels, due to climate change and water
insecurity (Pohl, 2014),

Going by the above facts, it can be ascertained that inter-state disputes over
transboundary water bodies and water sharing are highly complex and impacts both domestic
and international components. These are extreme tense paints that can be easily triggered,
However, intemational political experience demonstrates that there exisls a greater
probability of cooperation rather thax acute conflict when it comes to transboundary water
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diplomacy. With 276 transboundary river basins and 592 transboundary aquifers in the world,
there have been only 37 cases of violent conflict over transboundary river sharing in the latter

Volume: /1 Issue: 23/]uly 2023-4SSN: 278 8570

half of the last century. During this same time, 157 treaties have been forged among countries
on transhoundary river water sharing and the like. This significs that countries have chosen to
cooperate rather than escalate tensions when it came to water sharing, distribution, and
activities associated with it. In fact, it has been witnessed that diplomacy related ta
transboundary water bodics has been accomplished by certain perennially hostile neighbors.
Examples include the Mckong Committec which was established in 1957, by Laos,
Cambodia, Victnam, and Thailand, for data and information sharing of common water
resources and this functioned through the years of the war in Vietnam, Diplomatic
negotiations held between Isracl and Jordan over decades, on the status of the Jordan river;
the Indus River Commission that was established between India and Pakistan has survived
through war, peace, and terrorism; among many others (United Nations Environment
Programme, 2007) However, the existence of institutional mechanisms or treatics forged on
cooperation over transboundary water resources does not guarantce complete peace,
resolution of all tension, or overall regional development.In most cases, it at least ensures the
absence of violent conflicts.

The present anticle will briefly study a case regarding conflict surrounding the
distribution of water from a common transboundary source, between two countries. It will be
seen that although the claims made surrounding the controversy arc quite specific and logical,
existing, historical political rivalries and mistrust have not allowed these two countries to
come to a solution for their overall benefit

The Helmand River: A Point of Confrantation hetween Afehanistan and Iran
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of foreign influence in Afghan soil either. Iran aided in the reconstruction cfforts in post-war

Afghanistan but also continued to help the Taliban as well to destabilize the pro-American
government in the country at the same lime, Among these Iricky circumstances, there is
anather facet where the Iranian and the Afghan government are not able to cooperate and

collaborate: transhoundary water-sharing.

The Dispute

Disputes regarding sharing of water resources between Afghanistan and Iran are
concentrated around the Helmand River, the Harirud River, and the Hamoun wetlands,

The challenges surrounding the sharing of transboundary water resources between
Afghanistan and Iran have their historical beginnings in the drawing of boundaries, by the
British colonial power, between the countries during the late 19™ century. The Afghanistan-
Iran border was drawn along the Helmand River, thus necessitating an eventual debate on the
sharing of water resources between them. The river originates in northern Afghanistan and
travels for approximately 1,150 km, after which its flows into Iran. The largest river in
Afghanistan, the Helmand River sustains a massive portion of the agricultural needs of not
only Afghanistan but also Iran. Additionally, the Helmand River basin is home to a
population of 7 million (Climate Diplomacy, n.d.) Thus, it is quite clear that the stakes
involved in the proper and equitable distrnibution of water resources of the Helmand River
between the two countries are quite high. As time has passed, with an increase in populations,
changing international and domestic political environment, and the trials of climate change
and its repercussions, the question of equitable transboundary sharing of water resources has
amplified in terms of the threat that it poses, to the countries as well as the overall region.

Afier the border was drawn between Afghanistan and Iran in the 1870s, alongside the
Helmand River, a couple of treaties were signed between the two countries regarding the
distribution of water resources from the river 1o both. The first treaty between Afghanistan
and Iran for transboundary water distribution of the Helmand River was signed in 1939. This
treaty was not successful, as the Afghan government never ratified it. The next attempt to
arrive at a solution regarding the same issue resulted to be quite prolonged. This time, the
United States decided to become the mediator and proposed to both countries to set up a
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three-member commission to study the issuc at hand and provide solutions. The Helmand

River Delta Commission handed over its report in 1951, detailing the amount of water that
both countries should share. This process again seemed to be a futile efTort as Iran wanted a
higher share of water distribution and thus rejected the report and the solutions it offered,
Negotiations went on between the two governments and finally in 1973 an accord was signed
according to which Afghanistan offered Iran four cubic meters per second of water from the
Helmand River, to be purchased by Iran from Afghanistan only in normal water years, in
addition to the carlier proposed twenty-two cubic meters per second. Also, Iran offered the
services of its ports of Bandar Abbas and Chabahar to Afghanistan, in rctum for the
additional water, Despite coming to a possible solution, both countries again failed to mtify as
they were then facing domestic turmoil, that is, the coup of 1973 in Afghanistan and the
lranian revolution of 1979 (Aman, 2016). Consequently, there has not been any strong ar
binding mechanism or institution in place that could resolve the issue at hand. The
tumultuous years that followed the 1973 accord, in Afghanistan as well as in the region, made
it even more difTicult for transboundary water distribution diplomacy to take place. Both
countries are yet to come to a solid resolution on this issue. However, what has happened
meanwhile are domestic and international political transformations and the rapidly increasing
aftereffects of climate change. These have made diplomatic mediations even more difficult

than before and clashes are breaking out frequently.

Another river that rxns alongside the Afghan-lran border is the HarirudRiver,
originating in Afghanistan and finally emptying into Turkmenistan. Although the Harirud
River commences in Afghanistan, most of its resources are utilized in its downstream course,
thus resuking in an inconsistency. Unlike the Helmand River, no accords or negotiations have
been made between Afghanistan and Iran regarding the distribution of water resources from
the Harirud River. On the other hand, Iran and Turkmenistan have worked jointly towards
sharing and distribution of river waters of the Harirud since 2005, when the Doosti Dam was
built by them downstream of the Harirud River. While this by itself is net reaXy a problem,
they failed to involve Afghanistan at all in this pracess At present, Afghanistan has built the
Salma Dam on the Harirud River, with the help of Indian development assistance. This in
tun has restricted water flow downstream evoking concerns from Iran and Turkmenistan.
Afghanistan has maintained that since it was not consxlted during the bxilding of the Doosti
Dam, it will not consult Iran or Turkmenistan regarding the consequences of building the
Salma Dam either(Yildiz, 2015)
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The Hamouns are transboundary wetlands belonging to Afghanistan and Iran. It Is also lledIn
the international Ramsar Wetland Convention (the Iranian side of the wetlands) for its
protection and preservation. The Hamoun wetlands are made up of three lakes draining into
it, some part of Afghanistan while the others are pan of Iran The Hamoun wetlands are
essentially a consequence of the mismanagement of water resources from the Helmand River
by the Afghan and Iranian governments The various water diversion processes carried out
through the building of dams and reservoirs have led to the drying up of the lakes and the
wetlands, resulting in an ecological desert where the plant and animal species of the wetland
have disappeared over the years. Dust storms have become frequent bringing challenges,
especially for the Iranian population of the region. In fact, Iran has brought this issue to the
United Nations, seeking an inquiry into the drying up of the Hamoun wetlands. The reporis
have held Afghanistan guilty of blocking the Kajaki dams as the main reason for the drying
up of the wetlands as well as for destroying the agricultural needs of the Sistan province of
Iran (Nagheeby& Wamer, 2022),

Hence, although Iran and Afghanistan are not exactly neighboring enemies, the
tension between them has continued 1o rise in tecent times, and the aspect of sharing of water
resources of transboundary rivers is o major concern for that. While the points of conflict
mentioned above may seem that they can be resolved through proper diplomatic initiatives by
the countries. However, historical, and existing political relations play a very important role
in the probability of collaboration and successful negotiations among countries. Hence, it is
quite important to understand the context in which the countries function which will enable
one to understand what are the circumstances that are preventing both Afghanistan and Iran to

work out the politics of transboundary river water sharing.

Understanding the Context Behind the Afehanistan-Iran Differences in River-Water
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Afghanistan’s destiny has been, for a very long time, ticd to the larger interests of
infernational powers, whose constant intervention in the war-torn country has prevented the
establishment of a stable polity, and it has also lost out on adequate socio-economic
development due to the presence of war-like situations, since the later period of the 20
century. While the British successfully drew the boundary lines between Afghanistan and Iran
in the later part of the 19" century, they did not take any steps to negotinte water sharing
between the two countries at the time, even though the border was drawn along the Helmand
River. Afier this, the negotiations that did take place, in the 20" century, resulted in a
situation, where cither one of the parties was not satisfied with the solutions that were put
forward. Iran was not satisfied with its share of water from the Helmand downstream and
complained that it was not enough to meet the pgricultural needs or requirements of its
people. Additionally, the wetlands were also drying up due to the shortage of water.
Afghanistan too claims thal it requires more water resources and is already giving out too
much, for its own socio-economic development, especially in the post-war years(Nagheeby&
Wamer, 2022) The Soviet occupation, ensuing civil war, later US occupation, and now once
again being governed by the Taliban, have resulted in a political situation in Afghanistan,
where its socio-economic development has not been given enough importance. It was only
with the fall of the Taliban in 2001 and reconstruction efforts from 2004, that Afghanistan
now started rebuilding itself, Afghanistan has received massive assistance from regional and
extra-regional powers, who have descended to take part in the reconstruction efforts, Iran
itself has made, and continues to do, a sizeable investment in the infrastructural development
of the country. As Afghanistan has brought more and more land under agriculture and
cultivation, its requirement for water resources for infrastructure and other necessities has
witnessed n similar increase(Climate Diplomacy, n.d.) As a result, Afghanistan must build
rescrvoirs and dams to replenish itself. This, however, has a direct impact on Iran which is
lower riparian or is located downstream. The dams have led to blockage of water flows into
Iran, thus evoking protests from them. The Salma Dam and the Kamal Khan Dam on the
Helmand River are the two structures that have faced the most ire from Iran in recent times,
Afghanistan, on its part, does not face any restrictions either under the Helmand Treaty of
1973 or international cxstomary law in constructing dams or reservoirs on the Helmand River
and therefore is well within its rights to do so. Indeed, former Afghan president Ashraf Ghani
has categorically stated that Afghanistan is no longer willing to give up free water (referring
to the water ollocated from the Helmand River to Iran under the 1973 Treaty) ond insisted on

Iran providing oil in return for water 1o it. (Kamil, 2023). Iran, on the other hand, does not
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essentially want to make an encmy out of Afghanistan. Indeed, Iran had helped the Nnr:ﬁtl:::l-m.
Alliance in their war against the Taliban during the 2000s, then loter they played a significant
role in Afghanistan’s reconstruction However, Iran faces serious shortages of water as a
downstream country and hence its protests are justified. Thus, the water-related needs of both
countries are contradictory 1o each other resulting in a deadlock in the negotiation process.
Although both countries have carried out diplomatic negotiations on the économy, trade, and
related concemns, there have been no discussions on the water distribution from the Helmand
River yet. Apart from contradictory needs, a complicated political relationship between the

Taliban and Iran has created additional barriers to hydrodiplomacy.

Another factor that has prevented Afghanistan and Iran from reaching any fruitful
resolution toward sharing of water from the Helmand River, has been the Iran-Taliban
equation. The politics involved in this relationship has complicated the present situation,
where the Taliban, who are currently in power in the Afghan government, are staunchly
against making any concessions to Iran in terms of Helmand River water sharing, and are
completely turming a deafl ear 1o the latter’s complaints, One of the biggest points of
divergence between the Taliban and Iran is their respective ethnicities, The Taliban consist
mostly of the Sunni population whereas Iran is a Shia-majority country. While this by itsell
did not pose a direct threat to bath parties, certain activities did increase the sectarian nature
of their differences. Iran has viewed the rise of the Taliban in the 1990s and later of the
Islamic State in 2013, as a growth of Sunni extremssm in this area. The Taliban oppressed Xe
Shia-minority Hazara population in Afghanistan in the late 1990s and killed nine lranian
diplomats as well during this time (Worden, 2018). Iran's assistance in dhe war to topple the
Taliban government and in the reconstruction of Afghanistan after the latter's ouster is weX-
documented. However, Iran was not fond of too much American influence in Afghanistan’s
politics either, as this became a reality after 2001. Hence, Iran has often used the Taliban to
undermine American influence and poXtics in the region Iran wants Afghanistan to be
politically and ecanomically stable, however, it does not want this at the expense of American

influence and presence in the war-torn country.

Afer the Taliban took over power once again in Afghanistan in 2021, sparks are going
off between the Taliban and Iran on building dams and reservoirs on the Helmand River,
While Iran is complaining of getting choked by the construction of water infrastructure
upstream, the Taliban, xow aware of the developmental and infrastructural requirements of
Afghanistan and the increasing lack of freshwater resources, are defending their rights and
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contend that they are in no way violating the Helmand Treaty of 1973 (Kamil, 2023).1t cannot

be contended that old rivalries between the Taliban and Iran are resurfacing once again since
both actors are fighting over national requirements, rather than clashing over ethnic
differences.

Another challenge that has made any resolution quite difficult to reach, is the
unavoidable repercussions of climate change. The phenomenon of increasing scarcity of
freshwater resources is fast becoming a reality. Its need has been felt and expressed in both
Afghanistan and Iran. Additionally, Afghanistan has been impeded in its trajectory of
development, industrialization, and urbanization by the multiple effects of civil war, the
constant intervention of extra-regional powers, and terrorism. Due to this, Afghanistan’s
neighbors have waolched as several dams and reservoirs have come up on its rivers, Whose
boundaries are shared by the latter. In fact, news articles reported how when the Ghani
government was in power, Iran provoked the Taliban to damage the dams and similar
government constructions in Afghanistan. Ironically, the Taliban, now in power, have realized
the importance of the water infrastructure to provide freshwater for its irrigation and
consumption purposes, and have hil back al the Iranian government for their anti-dam
thetoric{Scollon, 2023). The Salma Dam or the India-Afghanistan Friendship Dam and the
Kamal Khan Dam are the two main constractions that are receiving the most opposition fram

Iran now.

Thus, it is well apparent how Afghanistan and Iran are finding it difficult to navigate
the murky waters of Hydropalitics. None of the countries can be blamed completely for
avoiding settling for a definite solution as both parties have opposing interests and
requirements. The resolution of conflicts in relation to transboundary waters is not just
limited to the building of institutional mechanisms and forging treatiesfaccords It alsa
involves understanding the diplomatic rapport between the countries, their history of conflict

and cooperation, and present ecological demands.

CONCLUSION

Diplomatic interactions over the paoliticization of water and water resources between
countries demonstrate underlying frictions that they might have, Although conflicts over
water skaring or distribution have xot been a cause of war among countries in modern times,

these are getting amplified over time, as multiple competing interests are making it more and
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Assessment of Drinking-water from Purba Bardhaman, North 24 Parganas and
two other districts of West Bengal, India: a Case Study
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Abstract:

In a study conducted, water samples were collected from Purbasthali in Purba Bardhaman
district, Gopalnagar and Bagdah in North 24 Parganas district. Nanoor in Birbhum district and
Moyna in Purba Medinipur district of West Bengal during the period 2012-2016 to check the
suitability for drinking purpose. The wwater samples were analysed for Total Alkalinity (TA). pH.
arsenic {As), iron (Fe). fluoride (F~), chloride (CI). residual chlorine (Res. Cls), phosphate
(PO;"). nitrate (NOy"). nitrite (NO;") and ammonium (NH,") ions according to the WHO
guidelines.

The results showed that there was increasing trend for arsenic detection in samples from
Purbasthalivhile fluoride detection was nearly constant from 2012-2016 Arsenic was also detected
in samples from Gopalnagar and Bagdah. Traces of nitrate and nitrite vwere Sfound in samples from
Purbasthali, Gopalnagar, Bagdah and Moyna from 2013-16. while Nanoor in Birblhum district
showed the highest levels of nitrate and nitrite, near WHO permissible limits.

Kevwards: Drinking-vater. assessment, Purba Bardhaman, North 24 _Parganas, Birbhum, Purba
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6.1 mg/L. were found in the districts of Uttar Dinajpur, Na_di:?* . ra.
Bardhaman [8]. Nitrate concentration has been found to be within the permissible limit of WHQO (45

mg/L) in most districts of West Bengal. However, nitrate concentration has been found to increase
in recent years [10]. Therefore, these threc ions were included in our study along with cther

parameters which are given in the WHO “Guidelines Sor drinking-water quality™ [11 ].
2. STUDY AREA

2.1  Broad Study Area -

The district of Purba Bardhaman
$7°S6'E longi rba Ba extends from 23°53'N to 22°56'N lati
ongitude. The district is flanked between the Ajay river in the mn]jﬂmzdsam 88°2_5'E to
[ ’ dar river in

the south and the Bhagi i-Hoo i :
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thecolour changed from yellow to red. The number of drops of Cl-2 required for the colour change
were counted.
viii)  Chloride ion (in mg/L) = no. of drops x 10
ix)  Determination of Residual Chlorine: 5 ml of waler sample was taken in a test tube. 5 drops
of Residual Chlorine reagent-1 (RC-1) was added and mixed well. The colour that developed
immediately was maiched with the given residual chlorine colour chart and the valae was recorded.
x) Determination of Phosphate: 5 ml of water sample was taken in a test tube. 5 drops of
Phosphate reagent-1 (PR-1) and | drop of Phosphate reagent-2 (PR-2) were added, The contents
were mixed and after 2-3 minutes, the colour that developed was maitched with the given phosphate
colour chart and the valuc was recorded
xi)  Determination ol Nitrate: 10 ml ol water sample was taken in a test tube. A pinch ol Nitrate
reagent-1 (NA-1, Zinc dust) was ndded and the mixture was shaken vigorously for § mins, The test
tube was allowed 1o stand for a few mins and the solution (=5 ml) was filtered to another fest tube,
3 drops of Nitrate reagent-2 (NA-2) was added to the filtrate and mixed well. It was allowed to
stand for 5 mins with occasional shaking The colour that developed was matched with the given
nitrate colour chart and the value was recorded.
xii)  Determination of Nitrite: 5 ml of water sample was taken in a test tube. 3 drops of Nitrite
reagent-1 (NI-1) were added and mixed well. It was allowed to stand for 1 min. with occasional
shaking. The colour that developed was matched with the given nitnite colour chart and the value
was recorded.
xif) Determination of Ammonium' 5 ml of water sample was taken in a test tube. 5 drops of
Ammonium reagent-1 (NH-1) were added and mixed well. The colour that developed immediately
was matched with the given ammonium colour chart and the value was recorded.
For cach of the ions, except Total alkalinity and chloride, discrete values of concentrations were
given in the colour chart corresponding to each colour or colour intensity. However, the colour of
solution observed was sometimes in between the two values of concentrations given in the colour
chart. The concentration of the ions was therefore recorded within a range of any of the defined
continuous intervals (given in brackets). The continuous intervals were defined as shown in Table
I

Table |
Parameler/ pll/Concentration range (in mg/L) observed based on colour intensity
Chemical (Intervals defined given in brackets)
species/ ion
pH 0.0 24 <5 25<6 26 <7 27 <8 28 <9 29<10 | 210
(4-5) (5-6) (6-7) (7-8) (8-9) (9-10)
Arscnic (As) 0.0 | >0<0.05 |20.05<0.1| >0.1<0.5 >0.5 >1.0<2.0 | 22.0<5.0 | 25.0
(0-0.05) | (0.05-0.1) | (0.1-0.5) <1.0 (1-2) (2-5)
(0.5-1)
Iron (Fe) 00 | >0<0.3 >0.3 <l =1 <3 235 =5 - -
(0-0.3) (0.3-1) (1-3) (3-5)
Fluoride (F") 0.0 >0 <] >] <15 21.5<2 >2<3 >3 <5 =5 -
(0-1) (1-1.5) (1.5-2) (2-3) (3-5)
Residual chlorine | 0.0 | >0<02 | 202<05 | 205<I 21 <2 22<5 25 -
(Res. Cly) (0-0.2) | (0.2-05) | (0.5-1) (1-2) (2-5)
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Chemical species/ ion WHO BIS
Permissible Limit | Permissible Limit | Acceptable Limit® |
Total alkalinity (in — 200 mg/L (or ppm) | 600 mg/L (or ppm)
terms of CaCQ,y)
pH —_ 6.5-8.5 6.5-85
Arsenic (As) 0.01 mg/L 0.0] mg/L 0.05 mg/L
Iron (Fc) ’ 0.3 mg/l. 0.3 mg/L
Fluoride (F™) 1.5 mp/L 1.0 mp/l .5 mp/L
Chlonde (CI") ¢ 250 mg/L 1000 mp/L
Residual chlorine 0.2 mg/L. 0.2 mg/l. 1.0 mg/L.
(RES C[;]
(used lor disinfection)
Phosphate (PO4”) ¢ 5 mp/L 5 mg/L
Nitrate (NOy ) 50 me/L 45 mg/L 45 mp/L.
Nitrite (NO;) 3 mg/L 3 mg/L 3 mg/L
Ammonium (NH,") ¢ | 5 mp/L 5 mg/L.

*Not of health concern at levels found in drinking-water.
#Acceptable limit in absence of alternate source,

Water samples were collected between 2012 - 2016 from the households of the students locate
the villages of the four districts mentioned above. The details of the samples collected are give

the Table 3.

Table 3 |
SL | Sample | Year Village Post Office Police District Wi
No. No. Station sou
I S-1 2012 | Nasaratpur | Nasaratpur Purbasthali Purba Tubc

Burdhaman
2 S-2 2012 | Nasarnipur | Nasaratpur Purbasthali Purba Submq
Burdhaman put
3 S-3 2013 Nanoor Nanoor Nanoor Birbhum Tube
4 S-4 2013 | Mathurapur | Donachak Moyna Purba Under
Medinipur | d rese
5 S-5 2013 Phulbari Nahata Gopalnagar | North 24 Tube
Parganas |
6 S-6 2014 Upper Samudragarh | Purbasthali Purba Tube
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:Fig. 3 Distribution of samples in concentration range of As in Purbasthal
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Distribution of F- in Samples of Purbasthali
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Fig. 5 Distribution of samples in concentration range of F inPurbasthali

ypalnagar region, total 4 samples were collected in 2013, 2014 and 2016
tion of the 4 samples in the various concentration ranges of As over the t
g. 6. Similarly, the distribution of samples in the various concentration ra
g. 7. Since F was not detected in any sample of Gopalnagar, it was n
n,
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was carried out obtained from Purba Bardhaman,
North 24 Parganas, Birbhum and Purba Medinipur. Arsenic was detected in samples from Purba
Bardhaman and North 24 Parganas. Fluoride was also detected in samples from Purba Bar_dhaman
and North 24 Parganas. Nitrate was found in high amount in the sample from Moyna (Birbhum).
Traces of nitrate and mitrite were detecied n samples from Birbhum, Purba Medinipur, North 24
Parganas and Purba Bardhaman This case siudy helped to creale awareness in the students aboul
the drinking water being consumed in their households in the villages. The students thereafier
switched to alternate sources of water or used the water after further purification. Regular
monitoring of groundwater is thus o necessity and not an option in order 10 maintain life and

livelihood of the population.

In the present study, analysis of water snmples
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Abstract

Russell's definition of material implication leads to the propositions that a true
proposition is implied by any proposition. and a false proposition implies any proposition.
These are considered as paradoxical by some Logicians. However, William Ernest Jolhmson
doesn’l consider these to be paradoxes at all, and goes on 1o provide a solution for the
paradoxes of material implication. Johnson thus iries to find a solution for the paradox by
stating that even though an implicative may be properly inferred from any one of the
following i.e. from the negation of its imphcans. or from the affirmation of its implicate, or
again a disjunctive from the negation of one of its disjumcts, but. he insists. the implicative or
disjunctive arrived at in such a manner cannot be used for the purpose of any further
inference. For doing so will lead 1o the logical fallacy of either contradiction or that of
circularity.

Ker words: Paradoxes of Material Implication, solution. logical fallacy, contradiction.
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William Emest Johnson doesn™t consider these to be paradoxes at all.
in his Logic, suggests a solution for the paradoxes of material implication
that the two paradoxes of material implication, i.e. ‘a2 (p>q)’ and ¢

Johnson,
by stating

. _ ~P=(p=q)’, are
inferentially harmless, as no inference can be successfully made from this
Johnson points out that inferring *

q" from poq and *p’, when p=q itself has
been inferred from ~p’,

leads to contradiction. To elucidate: p materially

implies q
may be validly inferred from the negation of

‘p’; again, from the affirmation of ‘P’ in
combination with p materially implies q, *q” can be validly inferred. However, if the

material implication of *q’ by ‘p” has been inferred from the negation of ‘p’, then this

material implication cannot further be used for drawing inferences in conjunction with

the affirmation of ‘P’ without leading to contradiction, This kind of inference,

according to Johnson, is impossible as it involves contradiction.

Similarly, inferring q from p=q and p, when poq itself is arrived at by the
affirmation of q, involves circularity, In other words, p materially implies q may be
validly inferred from the affirmation of q. However, if the material implication of q by

p itself has been inferred from the affirmation of q, then this material implication in

conjunction with the affirmation of p, cannot further be used for inferring q without

involving circularity. Such an inference, according to Johnson, is again not possible
on the ground that it involves circularity,

Johnson thus tries to find a solution for the paradox by stating that even though
an implicative may be properly inferred from any one of the following i.e. from the
negation of its implicans, or from the affirmation of its implicate, or again a
disjunctive from the negation of one of its disjuncts, but, he insists, the implicative or
disjunctive arrived at in such a manner cannot be used for the purpose of any further

inference. For doing so will lead to the logical fallacy of either contradiction or that of
circularity.
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Further Elucidation of Johnson’s Solution to the Paradoxes on
the Basis of the Difference between Hypothesis and Assertion

Johnson further elucidates the difference between implicative propositions
which can be used for the purpose of inference and those which cannot be so used,
with the help of the difference between hypothesis and assertion. According to him,
only those implicative propositions may be used for inference, in which the implicans

and the implicate are taken hypothetically.

Johnson urges that in the case of modus ponendo ponens, a valid inference,
what is done is that the implicate is asserfed on the basis of the assertion of the
implicans; and in doing so, the propositions which were entertained hypothetically in
the implicative, become assertive in the process of inference. Similar is the case with
the other modes of inference, namely Modus tollendotollens, Modus ponendotollens,

Modus tollendo ponens etc.

However, in case of the paradoxes, an implicative is inferred either from the
affirmation of its implicale or from the negation of its implicans, Here the two
components of the implicative, so arrived at, cannot be said to have been entertained
hypothetically. So, “the principle, according to which inference is a process of passing
from propositions entertained hypothetically to the same propositions taken
assertorically, would be violated”,' if the composite is used for inference. Johnson
secks to solve the problem of paradoxes in this way. According to him, since the
paradoxes violate the above principle of inference, so, they cannot be used for the

purpose of inference. He regards these paradoxes to be ‘inferentially harmless’.
Johnson goes on to demonstrate how the above principle of inference holds

good with respect to each of the four valid forms of inference. He proceeds to give a

symbolic representation of the above, by placing the sign }- to stand for assertorically
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entertained and the sign H for hypothetically taken, under each letter that stands for a

propasition,

So following Johnson, the fundamental formulae for correct inference may be

formulated as:

From ‘p would imply q' with p; q may be inferred

H H |}

Here both implicans and implicate in the implicative premise are entertained
hypothetically. Johnson urges that the following inferences, that lead to paradoxical

consequences, may be considered to be correct:?

“(a) From q, we may infer ‘p would imply q’

+ H H

(b) From p, we may infer ‘p would imply q"”

! : H

But Johnson points out that the implicative conclusions arrived at cannot be utilized
for inference any further: i.e’

“(c) From ‘p would imply q’ with p; we cannot infer q

! Fot !

(d) From “p would imply q' with p; we cannot infer q”
: B} :

Because in the case of (¢) the implicate, and i the case of (d) the implicans are
taken to be asserted; as such these inferences violate the aforementioned fundamental
formula that demands that both the implicate and the implicans be entertained
hypothetically. Johnson thus argues that even though one can accept (a) i.c. a true
proposition is implied by any proposition’, but one cannot accept (¢) i.e. from any
proposition, a true proposition can be inferred. In the same way, it can be said that one

can accept (b) i.e., a false proposition implies any proposition; however, one cannot
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accept (d) i.e. from a false proposition, any proposition can be inferred, Johnson
points out that, the attempted inference (c), leads to circularity, as the conclusion has
already been asserted here; similarly, the attempted inference (d) leads to

contradiction, as the premise has already been denied here.

Johnson, while maintaining the equivalence of the composite propositions,
which are expressed through the inplicative, the counter implicative, the alternative or
the disjunctive form, goes on to show that each of these forms lead to a similar kind of
paradox. He shows with the help of the following table, all those cases in which a
Paradoxical Composite is arrived at; 1.c., a composite which cannot be utilized for the
purpose of inference, either in the modus ponendo ponenstollendotollens,
ponendotollens, or tollendo ponens form. He points out that the sign of assertion, in
cach of the composites, must be understood as asserted to be true in the case when the
terms to which it is attached is in agreement with the premise, and when it contradicts
the premise, then it must be understood as asserted 10 be false,

Following Johnson the Table of Paradoxical Compeosites can be shown thus,

Table of Paradoxical composites *

(a) From q we may properly infer

|.

(1) porq=1Ifpthen q=If qthen p = Not both p and q,

H B } |} =H H }

(2) porq=1Ifpthen q=1Ifq then p=Not bothpandq,

B b B } } m B}
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(b) From q we may properly infer

F

@)porq=Ifp then §=Ifq then p =Not both'p and g,
H } H F F = H F

(4) porq=1fp thenq=1If q then p = Not both p and q,

H | B |} } = H |
These composites cannot be used for the purpose of inference any further. To
explain: In the first line, 1e., in line (1), the attempted inference, ‘p & q' leads to
circularity, while, ‘not - q .". not - p' leads to contradiction. Again, in line (2), it is
clear that, the atterxpted inference ‘not = p .. q" leads to circularity, and ‘not - q .. p’
leads to contradiction. While, in line (3), the attempted inference, ‘not = p .. not -q'
leads to circularity, and *q .. p’ leads to contradiction. Lastly, in line (4), it can be

seen that, the attempted inference ‘p .. not - q° leads to circularity, and *q .. not - p’

leads to contradiction.

Johnson urges that a composite and an implicative proposition in particular,
cannot be applied for the process of further inference, ‘without qualification’, It is
only when the composite has been arrived at irrespective of any assertion of the truth
or falsity of its components, that it can be used for further inference. To put it
differently, a necessary condition for further inference is that, when asserting a

composite, its components have to be entertained hypothetically.

Conclusion

It can be noted here, that however ingenious Johnson's argument may be, these
paradoxes of material implication cannot go scot free on the ground that they are
harmless. As pointed out by Georg Henrik von Wright, such impediment cannot be
cscaped by calling the paradoxes inferentially harmless. Von Wright says:
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...the paradoxes of material implication constitute an obstacle to
an identification of entailment with material implication and that
this obstacle cannot be removed by considerations about the
‘inferential harmlessness’ of those paradoxes.®

Further, Robert K. Meyer also thinks that these paradoxes cannot be accepted
even if they are considered by some to be inferentially harmless. In his article
‘Entaileent’, he says: “...Because ntuitions are afler all vague, and because no
outright contradiction results, it is often held that the paradoxes of implication do no
harm. One might as well argue that arson does no harm because it is not murder, as

though buming down a man's house is of no import if one does not kill him™ ¢
Thus, we can see that although efforts on the part of some logicians to defend

material implication have been made, none of them is found to be unsatisfactory,
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Abstract

Taliban resurgence in Afghanistan in 2021 has refreshed the violent bloody memories
of their earlier regime in that ravaged nation (1996-2001) in the minds of its inhabitants in
particular and the world in general. An atmosphere of fear and terror have pervaded bath the
geographical landscape of Afghanistan and the mindscape of its people. Gender based
violence had amongst many other forms of oppression formed the core of this fanatic
totalitarian regime nvo decades back. In the wake of the Taliban in Afghanistan after nventy
years, Khaled Hasseini's novel A Thousand Splendid Suns published in 2007 assume
immense relevance in the contemporary scenario. This paper will deal with the present socio-
political rmoil in Afghanisian. thereby the first segment will go back on a retrespective
Journey and explare the political histary of the nation since the 18" century when the modern
state of Afghanistan is said to have taken its birth and its brunt and toll on the people
especially women, The second segment will focus on the parallels between Hosseini's novel
and contemparary Afghanistan and highlight an the phght of women. the violence they had
been subjected to and their traumatic experience during the earlier Taliban regime and in
recent times. The concluding segment will portray how far the claims of the Taliban are
tenable owing 1o their present acts of violence and how splendid will the suns really be in
Afghanistan in near future.

Keywords: Afehanistan, violenee. Taliban. patriarcin. gender
(Paper published on 1" luly, 2023.)

“And just like that, in a matter of days, the Taliban is back. Its flag flies proudly over
major Afghan cities, including my birthplace, Kabul-in stunning contrast to Ametican
inteXigence assessments saying that the capital would take months to fall. The chaotic events
make it hard to trust anything Amcrican officials say about Afghanistan. The question, is can
anything the Taliban says be trusted?(...]JFor more than 20 vears, the Taliban has
systematically terrorised, brutalized, maimed and murdered its own people."(Hosseini 2021)

Khaled Hosseini, the Afghan-American novelist’s remark on August 19,2021, voices
the concern of every reflective mind across the globe who condemn the brutality and
atrocities of the Taliban on tke innocent people of Afghanistax. It has been almost two years
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since the resurgence of Taliban in the socio-political arena of Afghanistan and the questions

of safety, security, liberty, assertion of free will and choice of the Afghans are still matters of
concern. The world had seen the helpless pictures of people rushing to the airport to flec
from Afghanistan to any part of te world before August 15, 2021, the chaos it generated at
the Kabul Airport, the abandoned child on the streets of the ravaged land which refreshed the
memory of dead Alan Kurdi of Syna in our minds. Since then, the desperate attempts of
Afghan parents to send at leost their children to a safer place, the defacing of the posters of
women oulside a beauty salon in Kabul after its fall, the flecing of pop star Aryana Sayeed,
the escape of the nation ‘s first woman mayor of Maidan Shahr city, Zarifa Ghafari to
Germany, negate the Taliban claim that the Afghan citizens have nothing to fear, These
fragmented images going viral on the social media collectively form a collage 1o echo the
desperation, the helplessness, the chaos, the anxiety, the struggle, the trauma that Afghanistan
is presently subjected to. The rise of the Taliban has not only altered the cartography and
demaography of Afghanistan but factionolised the world in terms of allegiance to or protesting
against the Taliban group. The impact of it on the international relations of Alghanistan with
other nations is palpable. The world today has tumed into a giant hub with aX its political,
social, cultural, trade affairs being inlertwined so the nise or faX of any regime 1n any part of
the wotld is bound to leave a delible mack worldwide. The 9/11 terror attack on US and the
subsequent launch of Operation Enduring Freedom are stih so fresh in the minds of the
Afghans. In a similar vein it is impossible to forget the scarred memories and violent history
of Afghamstan under the Taliban regime (1994-2001) for the people of Alghanistan in
particular and mankind across the globe in general. The wounds inflicted by the Taliban on
the rugged terrain and its citizens had been so deep that complete healing is a utopia In the
last two decades since the fall of the Taliban, Afghanistan has slowly and groduady changed
towards betterment providing the scape of education, jobs, entertainment, exercising of one’s
choice and free will to a great extent for its citizens alike without discrimination on the basis
of gender and stands os o contrasting picture to the Taliban's rule earlier where true to the
tweet of Hosseini, vandalism, terror, merciless oppression especially on women were the then
order of the day.

To understand the magnitude of the fear and desperation of the people of Afghanistan
now it is necessary to travel back in time at lcast to the point where the modemn state of
Afghanistan is claimed to have been born in the 18" century. In this retrospective journey we
need to delve deep into the political history of the land to reakse how the present poXtical
scenario had taken its shape from seeds of the past. Afghanistan constitutes of four major
ethnic groups-- the Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras and Uzbeks and there has always been unrest
and underlyng tension amongst them to control and dominate the nation's pohitics. Te Hotak
and the Durrani dynasties in the 18th century led to the establishment of the modern state of
Afghanistan  In 1709 Mirwais Hotak of the Hotaki dynasty proclaimed Afghanistan as an
independent state and Ahmad Shah Durrant of the Durramt dynasty in the midi8th century
expanded the nation's geographical termitories. In the first half of the 19th century,
Afghanistan served as a buffer state in the 'Great Game' between Bntish India and the
Russian Empire. Following the Third Anglo-Afghan War, King Amanullah Khan takes over
the reign from foreign powers and conquers the throne in 1919. Mohammed Zahir Shah, the
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the then Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan. Babrak Ka e e e, T T

: rmal became the new ruler. In 1987
PDPA Gcncmlh Secretary and President Mohammed Najibutlah toak over and Afghanistan
Pegan lo experience some stability under his regime. The year 1989 saw Soviet Withdraw all
its troops from Afghanistan and the people after a

roop prolonged wait seemed to be free of
forcign invasion However, their peace and st

ability were short lived and with the resignation
of Najibullah in 1992, Kabul fell prey to Mujahideen factions following the collapse of the

Soviet backed government of Afghanistan, The Islamic State of Afghanistanwas formed
under the leadership of Burhanuddin Rabbani and a period of unrest began once more with
the civil war, The Afghan Mujahideen were members of various Islamic guc_rnll:: groups _who
fought against the Soviet troops and the government of Demcl)cmic Rep::ltc ;:f :{g}::::’sﬁ
during the Soviet-Afghan War and the subsequent Afghan civil war Under the u;i o
icti imposed on the citizens of Afghanistan curbing their righ
B e o ] o ion was chocked forcibly. However, factional
freedom to live according 1o free wuil.:rhn. n!nttm;m B O il war £ the collapse of the
rivaley:and resistance e e ::c‘:: of the Taliban, a Deobandi Islamist military
united Afghan Mujahideen led to the emerge

i ished The Islamic Emirate of
1 i 171 wer, the Taliban establis .
organization in 1996— S_e_‘_z.l.?:é_.cr:? Mahammed Omar, (Politics of Afghanistan, n.d.)
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. . tie 1anban had faced opposition ang _s:x'ere
resistance from the Northern Allance since they assumed control over Afghanistan in 1996,

The United Islamic National Front for the Salvation of Afghanistan better known as the
Northern Alliance was 2 mulitary a¥iance of relel groups that operuted between 1996 to 2001
where lf:adcrs like Burhanuddin Rabbani and Ahmad Shah Massoud provided key nssistance.
The Tajiks mostly constituted the Northern Alliance group initially, but by the vear 2000
leaders of other ethnic groups joined hands with the Nosthern Alliance and with the aid ofUS'
afier the 9/11 episode fought a defensive war against the Taliban and their base in Panjsira
north eastern province of Afghanistan, became the centre for counter attack ond resistance to
the Taliban. The attack on World Trade Centre in US on the 1 11h of September.2001 by the
Al-Quida in support with the Taliban saw United States raging war ngainst Terrorism and
with the Northern Alliance cohaborating

! ; with US, the invasion of Afghanistan and
overpowerning of the Taliban began In December 2001, the Taliban were forced 1o retreat

from Afghanistan and an Interim Afghan administrative government was formed under the
leadership of Hamid Karzai who became the first democratically elected President of

Afghanistan in 2004, During his tenure till 2014, Karzai had made attempts (o integrate the

Taliban to the mainstream Afghan society, His relation with the Taliban and his political

strategies faced scathing opposition and were enmeshed in controversies. He was succeeded
by Ashraf Ghani as the new president of Afghanistan n 2014 However, there was great
dispute regarding the results of this election Charges of manipulation in the election results
were brought by AbduXah Abdullah, Ghami's chier opponent, and hus followers. With the US
intervention and mediation, an agreement of sharing power was signed and Abdullah became
the Chief Executive, a position which encompassed prime ministerial powers. Unlike Ghani,
Abdullah was stemn in dealing with the Toliban The 2019 presidential election too was highly
controversial when the results were declared Both Ghant and Abdullah took the presidential
oath. The US pressure, impending threat of Taliban axd other international factors forced
Ghani and AbduXah to strike a deol and resolve the chaos created. Ghani remained in charge
of executive power and Abdullah became the chairman of the High Council of National
Reconciliation. With the decision of US President, Joe Biden to withdraw
Afghanistan in April, 2021, the Taliban had stormed across the country to take control.
President Ghani had fled the land and taken political asylum in United Arab Emirates as the

Taliban advanced towards Kabul, On 15™ of August with the seize of Kabul, Taliban became
the de facto power in Afghanistan once more.

US troaps from

Afghanistan, thus, unravels a saga of untold suffering, loss and bereavement The
nation had for a considerable period of time, been a site fraught with conflict, chaos and
tension. The complex interplay of power and control al the backdrop of ever changing
regimes had often made lives miserable. The bloady history of the nation intermingles with
the personal history of its people and authors like Khaled Hosseini who has first-hand
experience of the situmation explores the human predicament of Afghanistan under m{ch
challenging condit:ons in their writings. As the Goodwill Envoy for the Uniicd.Nntinns High
Commussioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Khaled Hosseini provides humanitarian assistance
for the rehabilitation of refugees in Afghanistan Throush his work with the Khaled Hosseini
Foundation, Hosseini has witnessed the painful traumatic life accounts of the people of
Afghanistan whose stories lie somewhere invisible in the official records As a'dnclor
Hosseini has seen the pitiable condition of Afghanistan in the healthcare sector during the
earlier Taliban regime, Together with these us an activist he has viewed from close quarters
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how the rights of women have been violated time and again and to what extent had they been

subjected to violence pertaining to their gender. The unsung unrecognised unlamented stories
of such women have found the central stage in his novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007).

With the Taliban regime completing almost twao years since 2021, and the situation of
Afghanistan hardly improving, Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (TSS)
with its narrative canvas strefching from three decades of anti-Soviet jihad, civil wars,
Mujahideen era, Taliban brutality to post-Taliban period of recuperntion assumes
contemporary relevance. The novel merges the turbulent history of Afghanistan with the
human tale of love, loss, suffering and violence through the lens of feminism Gender
violence forms its core focus and highlights how the turmoil in the palitical sphere tumns the
personal sphere of Iosseini’s characters into a stote of topsy turvy. The causes behind such
violence based solely on gender thus assumes importance. In any patriarchal society women
are regarded as objects to be possessed, controlled and dominated. It comes largely from the
mental framework that women are inferior to men in all respect, hence, the need to subjugate
them to male authority. The women are considered to be pawns in the socio-cultural
hegemony of power play. Inflicting any form of violence is patriarchal society’s way of
meting out punishment for any voice af protest, an act of teaching a lesson, an outward
projection of cxerting control, an act of deriving sadistic pleasure and upholding male
superiority thereby sntisfy male ego and aggressiveness. In the political sphere any regime
which tends to assert severe dominance over the inhabitants of any land; it targets women and
children n the first place to posit an atmosphere of terror, The Mujahideen or the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan in reality and as sketched by Hosseini in his novel A Thousand
Splendid Suns had been no exception.

The linear narrative of A Thousand Splendid Suns unfolds with the five years old
Miriam living with her mother Nana in a ‘kolba® on the outskirts of Herat. As the illegitimate
daughter of one of the most afMuent and influential men of Herat, Ja¥l Khan, society
‘branded’ Mariam as a ‘harami’. Being quite ignorant of her *harami” identity, Mariam lived
all her childhood for her father’s visits. Jalil was 1o Mariam an embodiment of love,
compassion and gentility, her link with the outer world- the dream world that lied beyond Gul
Daman and Heral. While Nana often scolded her, Jalil was so full of love, Mariam’s childish
understanding of the world around her and her ignorance of societal norms could never make
her decipher the underlying meaning of Nana's words that she would never pet any
“legitimate claim to the things other people had, things such as love, family, home,
gcceptance.” (7SS 4) In a highly structured patriarchal society being o ‘female’ is in itself a
marginalized position and without legitimate birth rights and economical independence the
matters only worsened for Mariam Since birth she had been tied down by gender,
illegitimacy, indigent background Her desperation of being topether with her father
prompted Mariam to travel all the way from Gul Daman to Jalil's house in Herat This visil
robbed her of all illusions, beliefs and dreams that she cherished so long. The insensitive Jalil
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- ‘.Ic who was both illegitimate oy v == =7 - ‘
e { of a ‘female” and makes her forcibly SubmIt DEIVIC press sese ==
her free will, Mariam

society creates a ‘woman’ ou N : e da
ity of any right to assert her voice a , : |, Man:
f:j:}rl:s:;}ls [t)}:m;tiatl;le -stulcg of plethora of other women in Afghanistan 1n similar
circumstances Rasheed. the very face of patriarchy, regarded women to be lhc_ property of
men without any individual identity of their own. He felt since marriage provided women
safety, security and an identity in society. so, Mariam should be grateful to him andv listen and
ohey all he said as the ‘be all* and ‘end all’ of everything under the sun. With such a
parrowminded nbusive husband who did not think twice before mercilessly battering his wife
on the slightest pretexi and derived sadistic pleasure from it, Mariam’s life was constricted
within the four walls of the hellish houschold. As the docile housewite clad in burqa trying 10
follow Rasheed's dictums, Mariam wrapped the brutses--the palpable signs of physical
violence under the symbolical quilt and faced the society with a ‘false face”. She was
subjected to almost all forms of abuse be 1t physical or psychological or economic and
Hosseini makes her the prototype of all women victims of Domestic Violence not only in
Afghanistan but also across the globe. But to think that Hosseini pens a homogenous picture

of the Afghan society is to have a partial vision of the novel.

Hosseini posits the liberal Hakim in sharp contrast to the misogynist brxte

conservative Rasheedto show how Afghanistan stood for both kinds of approach and attitude

towards women. As a high school teacher Hokim upheld education as the strong foundation
for womf:n_cmpm\trmcnt axd for the nation to progress ‘because a society has no chance of
success il its women are uneducated” (7SS 103) Even for Laila, his daughter, Hakim felt

fmarrfngc can wait, edzcation cannot” (785 103). Education broadens the mind, enhances
et aLinbinn emalac ane realice the atrocities around and lends to the
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birth the same ycar coincides with the birth of "NEW AFGHANISTAN as proclaimed by the
PDPA.

Afghanistan as Hosseini brings out was a liberal land for women in the 1960s and
carly 70s & was not as though women never faced restrictions or oppression but the number
of such cases, the magnitude, and the intensity were lesser as compared to the 1980s and the
90s. Women driving cars, wearing makeup, miniskirts, high heels, teaching in higher
educational institutions were common sights in Kabul in the 60s and early 70s though women
of the Pashtun regions in the south or in the cast near Pakistan border lived by the norms of
patriarchy. The Communist decrees for women education, abolitiox of forced marriages and
raising the nge for females to sixteen in case of marriages were regarded by conservatives es
an insult and blow to centuries old Islamic tradition The Saur Revolution and the subsequent
change of regimes and power transfers therenfter graduady changed the scennrio The
Mujahideen era, the civil wars and decades long bombing, landmine explosions had
devastated the nation to the core. A nation which was already drowning under the burden of
enormous loss of lives and properties saw new heights of oppression especially of its women
under the Taliban rule,

Mariam und Laila belonged to two different generations, family backgrounds and
social strata but their paths crisscrossed ond intertwined when the young Lala was taken in
by Rasheed after her parents’ death and with the turn of events became Rasheed’s second
wife. Manam's miscarriages and the inability to provide Rasheed an heir leave apart a male
heir unfolds for her a life of tremendous physical torture and untold misery. When Laila gave
birth to Aziza she suffered o similar fate like Maram's at the hands of Rasheed for bearing a
female child. The novel follows an interesting pattern. Part one of the novel focus on
Mariam’s life while part two on Laila’s and Hosseini entitles the chapters as Mariam and
Laila alternately in Part three to show how Mariam ond Laila become a mirror image of each
other in their sorrows and sxfferings Meanwhile, the socio-political scenanio of Afghanistan
in the novelwith its scarcity of food, water, continuous firing, rape, abduction, breakdown of
education and health care sectors echo ond reflect the present condition of the nation. Mariam
and Laila's failed attempt to flee from Rasheed, their encounter with the Mujahideen and the
wrath they incurred for travelling without a ‘mahram” or male relative is but the untold story
of several nameless faceless women of Afghanistan, The novel merges the persoxal history
seamlesslywith the political event of the Taliban capturing Kabul in September 27, 1996.

The Taliban regime as portrayed in the novel and as we see Afghanistan in 2023
hardly differs much. Striet religious practices and stifling of revolutionary voices are still the
very norms of Taliban Laws formulated for women in particular are even more severe
obliterating their feedorr completely. Women are still fortndden to go out without a mahram
or male member of their family, wearing burqa is mandatory, any form of beautification
forbidden, and aX¥ forms of female cducation are banned Taliban laws till date remain
glaringly gender biased. Taliban fannticism ns painted by Hosseini during the birth of Zalmai
in the novel and the condition of Rabia Balkhi hospital is the very picture of poor
infrastructural framework of health care sector in Afghamistan today. In the words of the
female doctor of the Rabia Balkhi hospital in the novel the breakdown of health sector in
present day Afghanistan revives:
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(7SS 259).The trial scene of Mariam convicted of Rasheed's murder highlight the position of
women in the Taliban gaze;

Talib judge: “God has made us differently, you women and us men. Our brains are
different. You are not able to think like we can. [...] This is why we require only ane male
witness but two female ones.” (755 324).

In the course of the novel the 9/11 episode of US takes place, US launches Operation
Enduring Freedom, attacks Afghanistan and overthrows the Taliban in 2001 with the aid of
Northern Alliance. The novel ends with Hamid Karzai as the clected president of Afghanistan
in 2003 and Laila going back to Kabul to contribute 1o the reconstruction of the land. Her
third pregnancy symbolically hints at a rebirth of Afghanistan, a ray of hope and a new
beginning for its inhabitants ta awake in the world of Saib-e-Tabrizi where:

“One could not count the moons that shimmer on her roofs,

Or the thousand splendid suns that hide behind her walls ™ (755 172).

1]
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