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Question 1. SECTION A [20]: Literary Terminologies and Devices, on the
printed unseen poem 'The Breakfast Table' by Jared Angira.

 Answer: (i) A stanza is a grouped set of lines forming one unit of a poem; its prose equivalent is
a paragraph.

(ii) An allegory is a narrative in which characters, events or settings represent deeper moral or
symbolic meanings beyond the literal story.

 Answer: (ii) This poem is an allegory of a broken/fractured family relationship -- the camera
zooming into 'tormented faces' at an 'incomplete family' breakfast, with 'mouths full of razor
blades' and 'tongues grinding knives', represents the bitterness, hostility and pain of a family
(likely a marriage) that is falling apart, its unity ('the group') crumbling like the plaster referenced
in the final stanza.

(iii) A metaphor is a direct comparison stating one thing IS another, without using 'like' or 'as'.

 Answer: (iii) Stanza three's metaphors: 'Mouths full of razor blades' means the family members'
words are as cutting and harmful as razor blades -- their speech wounds each other. 'Tongues
grinding knives' similarly suggests their conversation is an act of verbal violence, sharpening
cruel words like knives being ground/sharpened, conveying the intense hostility of their
exchanges.

(iv) Personification gives human or living qualities to non-human/inanimate things.

 Answer: (iv) Personification is used in stanza two: 'The telescopic lens / Adds another tang / Of
bitterness' -- the lens (an inanimate object) is given the active, almost sensory/emotional
capacity to 'add' bitterness, as though it were a living participant intensifying the family's pain
rather than a neutral recording device. Its significance is to suggest that scrutiny/exposure (the
camera's gaze) makes the family's suffering feel even more acute.

 Answer: (v) Two literary devices in the last stanza: (1) METAPHOR -- 'the crumbling plaster of
the group' compares the family's unity to crumbling plaster, symbolising decay and
disintegration; (2) EXCLAMATION -- 'Aaah, memory stands so sharp!' is an exclamatory outburst
that conveys the speaker's sudden, sharp emotional pain as memory of the family's breakdown
resurfaces.

Question 2. SECTION B [20]: SOYINKA, Kongi's Harvest -- context questions
on the passage where the Fifth Aweri proposes a reprieve for the condemned
detainees.

 Answer: (i) The Secretary is Kongi's personal administrative aide, responsible for managing
Kongi's public image, communications and political arrangements. In this scene, he is currently
playing the role of a reluctant negotiator, being pressed by the Fifth (Fifth Aweri) to find a way to
persuade Kongi to grant political concessions (an amnesty) ahead of the New Yam harvest
festival.

(ii) [BEST-EFFORT -- the precise fate of two of the condemned men before any amnesty is granted,
and the exact total number in detention, are specific plot details not confidently verifiable without the
exact surrounding text.]

 Answer: (ii) Best-effort: given the urgency of the Fifth Aweri's proposal for a reprieve, it is likely
that some of the men condemned to death face execution or continued suffering in detention
before any amnesty can be arranged; the precise total number held in detention is not
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confidently recalled.

 Answer: (iii) The Fifth (Fifth Aweri) suggests the idea of granting a reprieve to the men
condemned to death, proposing this as a more substantial concession than merely freeing a few
ordinary detainees in exchange for the New Yam.

(iv) [BEST-EFFORT -- the Fifth Aweri's specific detailed answer about needing (or not needing) a fee
is a specific line not confidently recalled without the exact surrounding text.]

 Answer: (iv) Best-effort: the Fifth Aweri likely indicates he does not require a fee for his
counsel, framing his suggestion as motivated by loyalty to Kongi's regime and political
pragmatism rather than personal gain.

 Answer: (v) Danlola, despite being held in detention, retains certain privileges befitting his
traditional royal status -- he is still treated with a degree of ceremonial deference by those
around him, allowed attendants/pages (such as Dende) to serve him, and permitted comforts
(such as food and drink) beyond what an ordinary prisoner would receive, reflecting the
regime's reluctance to fully strip him of his traditional dignity even while politically restricting
him.

 Answer: (vi) Later in the play, the central New Yam Harvest ceremony takes place, at which
Kongi expects the traditional ruler's household (Danlola, via his nephew and heir Daodu) to
publicly present him with the New Yam as a symbolic act of submission, legitimising his
authority as the new 'Spirit of Harvest' before the whole community. The key players are Kongi,
Danlola and Daodu, and Segi; what is at stake is the transfer of traditional political and spiritual
legitimacy from the old order to Kongi's dictatorship -- a moment dramatically subverted when
Segi presents her executed father's head on a platter instead of the expected yam, turning the
ceremony into an act of defiance against Kongi's tyranny.

Question 3. SECTION B [20]: AMADI, The Concubine -- context questions on
the passage where Ekweume, wounded by Ihuoma's response, reflects on her
pride and apologises.

 Answer: (i) This conversation takes place in Ihuoma's own compound/field area in the village of
Omokachi, following Ekweume's declaration of his feelings for her.

 Answer: (ii) Beyond being one of the most respected young women in Omokachi, Ihuoma
possesses notable beauty, gentleness, a calm and dignified temperament, and a strong moral
character -- she is admired throughout the village for her comportment and virtue, not merely
her social standing.

(iii) [BEST-EFFORT -- the specific names of the four villagers who help Ihuoma in her field are specific
plot details not confidently recalled without the exact surrounding text.]

 Answer: (iii) Best-effort: the specific names of these four villagers are not confidently recalled
here; in the novel, such communal field-work is typically carried out by neighbours and relations
as part of normal village cooperation.

(iv)-(vi) [BEST-EFFORT -- Ekweume's precise reaction to the suggestion he marry Ahurole, Wigwe's
precise reassurance to Adaku, and Ihuoma's precise stated reasons for refusing Ekweume are specific
passage details not confidently verifiable without the exact surrounding text.]

 Answer: (iv) Best-effort: Ekweume likely responds with reluctance or discomfort to the
suggestion that he marry Ahurole, since his affections lie with Ihuoma rather than his childhood
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fiancee, though social duty ultimately compels him toward the arranged marriage.

 Answer: (v) Best-effort: Wigwe likely reassures Adaku by pointing to Ekweume's fundamentally
dutiful and responsible character, expressing confidence that their son will honour his family
obligations and the long-standing engagement regardless of any passing infatuation.

 Answer: (vi) Best-effort, consistent with the novel's broader themes: Ihuoma likely refuses
Ekweume out of concern for propriety (as a widow, remarriage so soon is socially delicate), a
genuine wish not to harm his prospects or reputation given her own complicated social
position, and an underlying unease connected to her being seen in the village as a
'sea-goddess'/spirit wife whose husbands are fated to die -- making her reluctant to draw
Ekweume into that danger.
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