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Question 1. SECTION A, Q1, passage (e): AMADI, The Concubine -- context
questions on the passage where Ihuoma reflects on her beauty while talking
with Nnenda.

 Answer: (i) Ihuoma's physical gifts referred to in the excerpt are her full, well-shaped figure
(explicitly contrasted with Nnenda's less full figure) and her renowned physical beauty, for
which she is admired throughout the village.

 Answer: (ii) Two reasons Ihuoma avoids quarrelling with other women: she is naturally gentle,
sympathetic and reserved by temperament, not prone to conflict; and she is 'not good at
invectives' -- she talks more slowly than other women and would be outdone in a verbal
exchange, which restrains her from engaging in open arguments.

 Answer: (iii) An invective is harsh, abusive or insulting language directed at someone -- in this
village context, a heated exchange of verbal insults between quarrelling women.

(iv) [BEST-EFFORT -- no explicit 'like/as' simile is clearly evident within this specific short excerpt as
printed; a fuller answer would need the exact surrounding lines to identify one confidently.]

 Answer: (iv) Best-effort: no clear simile stands out within this specific excerpt as printed; the
passage's descriptive language here (e.g. Ihuoma's admiration of her own beauty) is largely
direct description rather than simile.

(v)-(vii) [BEST-EFFORT -- exact spellings of village names and the names of Ihuoma's first two
children are specific plot details not confidently verifiable without the exact text.]

 Answer: (v) Best-effort: Ihuoma's husband is Emenike, from the village where Ihuoma herself
now lives after marriage (the exact village name is not confidently recalled in precise spelling).

 Answer: (vi) Madume is jealous of Emenike primarily because Emenike is a respected,
prosperous man with a uniquely beautiful and admired wife (Ihuoma) -- a combination of social
envy and, underlying it, Madume's own suppressed desire for Ihuoma, which becomes explicit
later in the novel after Emenike's death.

 Answer: (vii) Best-effort: the exact names of Ihuoma's first two children are not confidently
recalled with certainty here.

 Answer: (viii) The excerpt reflects typical Igbo village life: women gathering to talk, compare
appearances and exchange gossip/banter; a social hierarchy where physical beauty, gentleness
and reputation determine a woman's standing among her peers; and a domestic setting centred
on farming, family duties, and communal village relationships, all rendered with warmth and
normalcy despite undercurrents of rivalry and jealousy that will later drive the novel's tragic
events.
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Question 2. SECTION A, Q2, essay (c)(ii): IBSEN, An Enemy of the People --
Peter Stockmann uses tactics to pressure Dr Stockmann to give up
championing the re-laying of the Baths' pipes. Bring out these tactics and
assess their effectiveness.

 Answer: Peter Stockmann, as Mayor and Chairman of the Baths Committee, deploys several
deliberate tactics to force his brother Thomas into silence. First, he appeals to FAMILY
LOYALTY and personal relationship, reminding Thomas of the harm his public report would do
to their family's reputation and to Peter's own standing as the town's leading official who
championed the Baths project. Second, he uses ECONOMIC INTIMIDATION, stressing the
enormous cost of repairing the pipes (which would require closing the Baths for two years) and
the resulting tax burden on ordinary townspeople and local property owners -- turning practical
self-interest against Thomas's scientific findings.

 Answer: Third, Peter exercises INSTITUTIONAL/PROFESSIONAL POWER, formally forbidding
Thomas as a subordinate official from making the report public and threatening to dismiss him
from his post as Medical Officer of the Baths if he persists. Fourth, he engages in MEDIA
MANIPULATION, working behind the scenes to turn the newspaper editors (Hovstad and
Aslaksen) against Thomas, ensuring the report is never published and that public opinion is
instead shaped against Thomas as a troublemaker. Finally, at the town meeting, Peter
orchestrates Thomas's public humiliation, allowing the crowd (whipped up by Aslaksen and
Hovstad) to shout him down and formally brand him 'an enemy of the people.'

 Answer: Assessing effectiveness: in the SHORT TERM, Peter's tactics are devastatingly
effective -- Thomas is dismissed from his post, ostracised by the town, abandoned by the press,
and his family suffers social and financial ruin (his daughter Petra loses her teaching job, his
house is vandalised, his landlord evicts them). However, in the DEEPER, MORAL sense that
Ibsen is most concerned with, the tactics fail: Thomas Stockmann remains unbroken and
uncorrupted, refuses to recant the scientific truth, and ends the play more convinced than ever
of his own integrity, famously declaring that 'the strongest man in the world is he who stands
most alone.' Ibsen thus presents Peter's tactics as socially successful but morally bankrupt,
reinforcing the play's central critique of a 'compact majority' that silences uncomfortable truths
for the sake of convenience and profit.

Question 3. SECTION B, Q4(ii): ORWELL, Animal Farm -- With close reference
to the text, describe Old Major and give his contributions to the rebellion.

 Answer: Old Major is an aged, highly respected prize Middle White boar on Manor Farm,
described as wise, dignified and philosophical, commanding the immediate respect of all the
other animals. Modelled on both Karl Marx and Lenin, he serves as the ideological father of the
rebellion, though he dies before it actually takes place, never living to see his vision realised or
corrupted.

 Answer: Old Major's central contribution is his powerful speech at the novel's opening, in which
he diagnoses the animals' suffering as rooted entirely in Man's tyranny and exploitation -- 'Man
is the only creature that consumes without producing.' He articulates the animals' shared
grievances vividly (their labour stolen, their offspring taken, their lives ended in slaughter) and
awakens in them a collective political consciousness they previously lacked, giving their vague
discontent a coherent revolutionary framework.
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 Answer: He also provides the rebellion's foundational ideology and symbols: the song 'Beasts
of England', which becomes the animals' revolutionary anthem, and crucially the core principle
'All animals are equal' and the warning that in fighting Man, the animals must never come to
resemble him -- a principle later horrifically betrayed by the pigs. Old Major's teachings are
subsequently codified by Snowball, Napoleon and Squealer into the Seven Commandments,
forming Animalism's official doctrine. Though he dies just days after his speech, his ideas
directly inspire and structure the actual rebellion that follows, making him the intellectual
founder of Animalism even though he has no hand in its practical execution or its eventual
corruption.

Question 4. SECTION B, Q6(ii): ACHEBE, Things Fall Apart -- 'Take away your
kola nut. I shall not eat in the house of a man who has no respect for our gods
and ancestors.' Closely referring to the novel, assess the conduct of Okonkwo.

 Answer: Okonkwo's conduct throughout Things Fall Apart is defined by an overriding fear of
appearing weak like his father Unoka, driving him to extremes of harshness, pride and rigid
adherence to traditional masculine values. This makes him one of Umuofia's most successful
and respected men -- a wrestling champion, prosperous farmer, and titled elder -- but also leads
him into repeated, often excessive acts of violence and poor judgement.

 Answer: His conduct includes moments of clear over-reaction driven by his fear of weakness:
he beats his wives during the Week of Peace (a serious violation of custom), he participates in
killing Ikemefuna despite being warned not to (out of fear of being seen as weak, even though
Ikemefuna calls him 'father'), and he accidentally kills a clansman's son at a funeral, resulting in
his seven-year exile. These episodes reveal a man whose rigid conception of manliness
overrides both compassion and, ironically, sound traditional judgement.

 Answer: The quoted line reflects Okonkwo's fierce, uncompromising defence of traditional
religion and ancestral customs against the encroachment of Christianity and colonial influence
-- consistent with his conduct throughout, where he consistently positions himself as a staunch
defender of Igbo tradition, contemptuous of those (like his son Nwoye) who convert or show
sympathy to the new religion. This same rigidity, admirable in its conviction but disastrous in its
inflexibility, ultimately isolates Okonkwo from his own clan when they choose caution and
compromise with the colonial administration rather than his preferred path of violent resistance
-- leading directly to his despair and suicide, the tragic culmination of a life defined by an
inability to adapt or compromise.

Question 5. SECTION B, Q3(i): PATON, Cry, the Beloved Country -- Describe
Absalom's court case on the day of trial.

 Answer: Absalom Kumalo stands trial for the murder of Arthur Jarvis, a white man killed during
a burglary in Johannesburg, alongside two co-accused. On the day of the trial, Absalom, unlike
his co-accused who plead not guilty and deny involvement, honestly confesses his part in the
crime, admitting that he shot Jarvis in fear when surprised during the robbery, though he
maintains he did not intend to kill.

 Answer: The court proceedings highlight the harsh racial and legal realities of South African
society under apartheid-era law: despite Absalom's honesty and genuine remorse, the judge is
bound by the letter of the law, and his co-accused's denials (which cannot be disproven) work in
their favour while Absalom's honesty condemns him. The judge ultimately sentences Absalom
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to death by hanging, while his co-accused are acquitted for lack of proof against them -- a bitter
irony that underscores the novel's critique of a justice system that punishes honesty and fails to
account for the deeper social causes (poverty, broken families, the corrosive effects of urban
migration) that drove young men like Absalom to crime in the first place.

 Answer: Throughout the trial, Stephen Kumalo (Absalom's father) and James Jarvis (the
victim's father) are both present, and the shared grief and dignity of both fathers amid this
tragedy becomes one of the novel's central threads of reconciliation across the racial divide,
even as the harsh verdict itself stands as a condemnation of the broken society Paton depicts.
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