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Question 1. SECTION A, Q1(b) [20 marks]: Shakespeare, Julius Caesar --
Antony's speech in the Forum.

(i) Who allows Antony to speak, and why is it an error? Who is against it?
 Answer: BRUTUS allows Antony to address the crowd after Caesar's death, over Cassius's
objection. It is a fatal error because Antony's brilliant, ironic rhetoric -- repeating that the
conspirators are 'honourable men' while steadily exposing Caesar's generosity and greatness --
turns the crowd's sympathy completely against the conspirators, inciting a riot that undoes
everything Brutus had achieved by justifying the assassination. CASSIUS is the one who argues
against allowing Antony to speak, fearing exactly this outcome.

(ii) Where does this take place, and who are the 'honourable men'?
 Answer: The scene takes place in THE FORUM (the Roman marketplace), at the pulpit/rostrum
near Caesar's body. The 'honourable men' Antony refers to are the CONSPIRATORS -- any three
of BRUTUS, CASSIUS, CASCA, DECIUS BRUTUS, CINNA, METELLUS CIMBER or TREBONIUS.

(iii) Why does Antony call them 'honourable'?
 Answer: Antony uses the word IRONICALLY/SARCASTICALLY, repeating it so often that its
meaning is steadily undermined -- he contrasts their claimed honour with the bloody deed of
murdering Caesar, turning the crowd against them without technically breaking his earlier
promise to Brutus not to directly blame the conspirators.

(iv) Contents of the will, and the people's reaction
 Answer: The will reveals that Caesar left every Roman citizen SEVENTY-FIVE DRACHMAS
EACH, and left his private arbours, orchards and walks on the near side of the Tiber to the
people of Rome FOREVER, as public parks. On hearing this, the plebeians are overwhelmed
with grief and fury; they RIOT -- rushing off to burn Caesar's body at a sacred place and then to
burn the conspirators' houses and hunt them down for revenge.

(v) Caesar's last words, and what they reveal
 Answer: Caesar's last words are 'Et tu, Brute? Then fall, Caesar!' ('You too, Brutus?'). This
reveals his profound SHOCK AND HEARTBREAK at seeing his close, trusted friend Brutus
among his assassins -- the personal betrayal by someone he loved wounds him more deeply
than the physical stabbing itself, and it is this betrayal that finally breaks his will to resist.

(vi) What Antony calls Brutus at the end of the play
 Answer: At the end of the play, Antony calls Brutus 'THE NOBLEST ROMAN OF THEM ALL' --
because, unlike the other conspirators, Brutus acted from a genuine, honest belief that he was
serving Rome's general good, not out of envy or personal ambition.

Question 2. SECTION A, Q2(b)(i) [20 marks]: Julius Caesar -- Cassius's
persuasion of Brutus.

'I am glad that my weak words have struck but thus much show of fire from Brutus.' A breakdown of
the points Cassius raises in Act 1 Scene 2 to persuade Brutus to join the conspirators:

 Answer: 1. NOBLE ANCESTRY -- Cassius reminds Brutus that his ancestor, Lucius Junius
Brutus, drove out the last king of Rome (Tarquin) and founded the Republic, appealing to
Brutus's sense of family duty to prevent Rome ever having a king again.
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 Answer: 2. BRUTUS'S OWN STANDING -- Cassius tells Brutus that he is held in as high esteem
by the noblest Romans as Caesar is, implying there is no reason Caesar alone should rule.

 Answer: 3. THE NAMES 'BRUTUS' AND 'CAESAR' -- Cassius argues the two names weigh
equally well and sound equally noble, suggesting Brutus is Caesar's true equal.

 Answer: 4. CAESAR'S PHYSICAL WEAKNESS -- Cassius recounts how Caesar nearly drowned
in a swimming race in the Tiber and had to be rescued by Cassius himself, and how Caesar
shook and 'cried like a sick girl' with fever in Spain -- undermining the idea that Caesar is a
superior, god-like figure who deserves to rule over ordinary Romans.

 Answer: 5. APPEAL TO LOVE OF ROME AND FREEDOM -- Cassius suggests it reflects badly on
all Romans, Brutus included, that they now fear one man becoming a tyrant, recalling that
'Rome... hath had her Brutus' before, who would not have tolerated a king in the city.

 Answer: 6. FLATTERY -- Cassius claims Brutus cannot see his own noble virtue as clearly as
others see it, and offers to be Brutus's 'glass' (mirror), revealing to Brutus his own true, worthy
nature.

Question 3. SECTION B, Q3(i) [20 marks]: Paton, Cry the Beloved Country -- the
letter as the centre of the novel.

The novel opens with Stephen Kumalo, the Zulu parson of Ndotsheni, receiving a letter from
Msimangu in Johannesburg, urging him to come because his sister Gertrude is in trouble. This letter is
the central, catalytic event of the whole novel:

 Answer: 1. It PROMPTS KUMALO TO LEAVE HIS VILLAGE for Johannesburg, exposing him
(and the reader) to the poverty, crime and racial injustice of the city, which forms the main body
of the story.

 Answer: 2. His search for GERTRUDE reveals she has fallen into prostitution and illegal
liquor-selling, showing the moral cost of urban poverty.

 Answer: 3. His search also leads him to his son ABSALOM, whom he eventually discovers has
murdered ARTHUR JARVIS, a white man and campaigner for racial justice, during a robbery.

 Answer: 4. This murder connects Kumalo's story to that of Arthur's father, JAMES JARVIS, a
white farmer near Ndotsheni, whose own journey towards understanding (through reading his
dead son's writings) forms the novel's parallel storyline of racial reconciliation.

 Answer: 5. Every major event that follows -- Kumalo's discovery of his broken family,
Absalom's trial and execution, the growing friendship between Kumalo and Jarvis, and the
eventual restoration of Ndotsheni through Jarvis's help -- traces directly back to that first letter
that brought Kumalo to Johannesburg.

The letter therefore functions as the inciting incident from which every major theme of the novel --
family breakdown, urban corruption, racial injustice and eventual reconciliation -- directly flows.

Question 4. SECTION B, Q4(i) [20 marks]: Orwell, Animal Farm -- the part
played by Boxer.

 Answer: 1. Boxer is one of the LEADING FIGURES of the Rebellion, believing wholeheartedly in
the principles of Animalism.
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 Answer: 2. He is defined by his IMMENSE STRENGTH AND TIRELESS WORK ETHIC, becoming
the farm's single most important labourer, central to building the windmill; his personal motto, 'I
will work harder', embodies the animals' dedication to the cause.

 Answer: 3. He REPRESENTS THE WORKING CLASS -- loyal and hardworking but not very
intelligent (he can learn only four letters of the alphabet), which makes him unable to see
through the pigs' propaganda.

 Answer: 4. His unwavering FAITH IN NAPOLEON ('Napoleon is always right') shows how the
ruling class exploits the trust and loyalty of the working class for its own benefit.

 Answer: 5. His fate is the novel's most POIGNANT BETRAYAL: when injured and unable to
work, Napoleon sells him to a KNACKER (horse slaughterer) to buy whisky, having promised
him a comfortable retirement; the pigs then lie to the other animals, claiming he died peacefully
in a hospital.

 Answer: 6. Boxer's death marks a KEY TURNING POINT, symbolising the ultimate corruption of
the revolution's original ideals -- the very animal who worked hardest and believed most
sincerely is the most cruelly exploited and discarded once he has outlived his usefulness.

Boxer's arc -- from enthusiastic revolutionary, to exploited labourer, to betrayed and discarded worker
-- is therefore central to the novel's allegory of how a self-serving ruling elite betrays the working class
that made the revolution possible.

Question 5. SECTION B, Q6(i) [20 marks]: Achebe, Things Fall Apart -- events
changed in Umuofia and Mbanta since the coming of the Whiteman.

 Answer: 1. RELIGIOUS CONVERSION -- Christian missionaries (Mr Brown, then the more
zealous Reverend James Smith) build a church and convert clansmen, including outcasts (osu)
and people such as Nwoye, Okonkwo's own son, who is drawn to the new faith.

 Answer: 2. UNDERMINING OF TRADITIONAL BELIEFS -- converts violate sacred taboos (Enoch
kills and eats the sacred python and unmasks an egwugwu) without the expected disaster
following, weakening people's faith in the old gods.

 Answer: 3. A NEW COLONIAL GOVERNMENT AND COURT SYSTEM is established, with a
District Commissioner and court messengers ('kotma') administering foreign justice,
undermining the clan's own system of the egwugwu and elders.

 Answer: 4. ECONOMIC CHANGE -- a trading store is opened, and palm-oil and kernel trade with
the white man brings new wealth but also new dependency.

 Answer: 5. SOCIAL DIVISION -- the clan splits between those who embrace the new
religion/government and those who resist, and Okonkwo notices the clan no longer acts with its
old, fierce unity against outside threats.

 Answer: 6. HUMILIATION OF TRADITIONAL LEADERS -- when Okonkwo and other leaders
retaliate by destroying the church, the District Commissioner has them imprisoned, shaved and
humiliated, and fines the whole clan, demonstrating the new, overwhelming power of colonial
authority.

 Answer: 7. Ultimately Okonkwo, unable to accept the clan's failure to resist, kills a court
messenger and then, in despair, TAKES HIS OWN LIFE -- itself a further sign of the old order's
collapse, since suicide is an abomination in Igbo religion, meaning even Okonkwo's own
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clansmen cannot give him a traditional burial.

Together these changes illustrate the novel's central theme: how the coming of the white man's
religion, government and customs steadily dismantled the traditional Igbo social, religious and political
order -- the reason 'things fall apart'.
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