
Mayor Weill

Mayor Pro Tem Mallotto

Council Member Downs

Council Member Fromberg Edelstein

Council Member O'Keefe

Thursday, May 15, 2025, 1:00 PM
City Council Chamber
69-825 Highway 111
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

REGULAR MEETING OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE CITY COUNCIL 
 AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, ENERGY AUTHORITY,

HOUSING AUTHORITY, JOINT POWERS FINANCE AUTHORITY, LIBRARY
AND OBSERVATORY, AND REDEVELOPMENT SUCCESSOR AGENCY BOARDS 

AGENDA

1. GENERAL

1A. Call to Order

1B. Flag Salute

1C. Roll Call: Downs, Fromberg Edelstein, O'Keefe, Mallotto, Weill

2. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS/REPORTS

3. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS/REPORTS

4. CONSENT CALENDAR (A-F)

4A. Waive Full Reading of Any Ordinance Introduced or Adopted Pursuant to this Agenda

4B. May 1, 2025, Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the May 1, 2025, Regular City Council Meeting Minutes as
presented.

4C. General Plan Annual Progress Report for 2024
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Receive and File the 2024 General Plan Annual Progress Report.

4D. Compliance with Senate Bill 1 (SB1) Eligibility Requirements by Approving the Road Maintenance
and Rehabilitation Account Project List

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order), Approving the Project List to be
Funded by the Road Maintenance and Rehabilitation Program, in Accordance with Senate Bill 1, the “Road
Repair and Accountability Act of 2017.”

4E. Contracts
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the terms of the contracts as presented and authorize the City
Manager to execute the subject contracts.

4F. Demands
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the demands as presented.

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS



5A. Zoning Text Amendment Case No. ZTA25-0001 – Applicant: City of Rancho Mirage. Consideration of
an Omnibus Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.68 (Special Elections) – Section 2.68.040 (City Parks
Maintenance); Adding Chapter 5.45 (Shopping Cart Management) to Title 5 (Business Taxes, Licenses,
and Regulations); Amending Chapter 8.25 (Landing Of Aircraft) – Section 8.25.020 (Landing of Aircraft);
Amending Chapter 8.26 (City Parks and Recreation Facility Regulations) – Section 8.26.030 (Group Use
of Parks); Amending Chapter 8.63 (Camping Regulations) – Section 8.63.060 (Enforcement); Amending
Chapter 14.20 (Definitions) – Section 14.20.100 (Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code
Definitions); Amending Chapter 17.20 (General Property and Use Standards) – Section 17.20.140
(Screening and Buffering); Repealing and Replacing Chapter 17.32 (Wireless Communication Facilities);
Amending Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) of Division IV (Permits and Review) – Section 17.34.010
(Introduction); and Amending Chapter 17.48 (Conditional Use Permits) – Section 17.48.045 (Minor
Conditional Use Permits) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code. Location: City-Wide

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: 1) Find that the adoption of the Omnibus Ordinance has been reviewed in
compliance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines,
and that adoption of the Ordinance is categorically exempt from environmental review under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15378 because it is not a
“project”, and 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment because the amendments involve general policy
and procedure making; and 2) Introduce Ordinance No. (Next-in-Order), 1st Reading, Amending Chapter
2.68 (Special Elections) – Section 2.68.040 (City Parks Maintenance); Adding Chapter 5.45 (Shopping Cart
Management) to Title 5 (Business Taxes, Licenses, and Regulations); Amending Chapter 8.25 (Landing Of
Aircraft) – Section 8.25.020 (Landing of Aircraft); Amending Chapter 8.26 (City Parks and Recreation Facility
Regulations) – Section 8.26.030 (Group Use of Parks); Amending Chapter 8.63 (Camping Regulations) –
Section 8.63.060 (Enforcement); Amending Chapter 14.20 (Definitions) – Section 14.20.100 (Uniform
Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code Definitions); Amending Chapter 17.20 (General Property and Use
Standards) – Section 17.20.140 (Screening and Buffering); Repealing and Replacing Chapter 17.32
(Wireless Communication Facilities); Amending Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) of Division IV (Permits and
Review) – Section 17.34.010 (Introduction); and Amending Chapter 17.48 (Conditional Use Permits) –
Section 17.48.045 (Minor Conditional Use Permits) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code.

5B. Extension of Time Case No. ET25-0001 for a Two-Year Extension of Time for Tentative Tract Map Case
No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224). Applicant: Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering on Behalf of La Paloma
Homes, Inc. Consideration of the First Time Extension for Tentative Tract Map 38224 (Tentative Tract Map
Case No. TTM22-0003), a 9-Lot Residential Subdivision on 4.77 Acres, Located in Section 30 at the
Northeast Corner of Via Josefina and Ginger Rogers Road (APN: 685-080-014)

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: 1) Approve the filing of a Notice of Exemption pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15162 (Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations);
and 2) Approve a two-year Extension of Time (ET25-0001) for Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003
(TTM 38224), subject to the Conditions of Approval, and based on the content and Findings in the attached
staff report.

5C. Environmental Assessment Case No. EA24-0011 and General Plan Text Amendment Case No.
GPTA24-0001– Assembly Bill 2140 Safety Element Update. Applicant: City of Rancho Mirage. Location:
City-Wide

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order), Finding that the Adoption of the
Safety Element of the City’s General Plan is Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(B)(3) and Approving General Plan Text Amendment Case No.
GPTA24-0001, Incorporating by Reference the 2023 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan into the Safety Element in
the City’s General Plan in Accordance with Assembly Bill 2140.



5D. Updated Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Introduce Ordinance No. (Next-in-Order), 1st Reading, Adopting the Fire
Hazard Severity Zones as Recommended by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Pursuant to Government Code Section 51178.

6. ACTION CALENDAR

6A. Solid Waste and Recycling Collection and Disposal Rates
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order), Establishing Solid Waste and
Recycling Collection and Disposal Rates for All Classes of Customers within the Jurisdiction of the City of
Rancho Mirage, Effective July 1, 2025.

6B. Fiscal Year 2025/2026 Levy of Assessments for Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance District No.
87-01

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: 1) Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order), Initiating Proceedings for the
Annual Levy of Assessments for the Rancho Mirage Consolidated Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance
Assessment District No. 87-01, for Fiscal Year 2025/2026; 2) Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order),
Declaring its Intention to Levy Annual Assessments for the Rancho Mirage Consolidated Landscaping and
Lighting Maintenance Assessment District No. 87-01, for Fiscal Year 2025/2026; and 3) Adopt Resolution
No. 2025-(Next-in-Order), for Preliminary Approval of the Engineer’s Annual Levy Report for the Rancho
Mirage Consolidated Landscaping and Lighting Maintenance Assessment District No. 87-01, for Fiscal Year
2025/2026.

7. NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENTS

An opportunity for the public to speak on issues not on the agenda for a maximum of three (3) minutes per
speaker.

8. CLOSED SESSION AGENDA

8A. Closed Session Agenda
— 1. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
Pursuant to California Government Code Section 54957. Public Employee: City Manager/Executive Director.

8B. Recess to Closed Session

8C. Closed Session Announcements

9. ADJOURNMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES
 

Agenda Materials: Any staff reports for agenda items considered in open session, as well as agenda materials for
open session items provided to a majority of the legislative body(ies) following distribution of the agenda, are
available for inspection in the City Clerk’s Office at Rancho Mirage City Hall, located at 69-825 Highway 111,
Rancho Mirage, CA  92270, during normal business hours.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): If you are an individual with a disability and need a reasonable
modification or accommodation pursuant to the ADA, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (760) 324-4511, Ext.
488, prior to the meeting. Providing notice at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting is suggested, so a
determination may be made as to whether the request is feasible.

Livestream: This meeting may be viewed via Livestream on the City’s website at www.RanchoMirageCA.gov.

https://www.ranchomirageca.gov/our_city/city_government/agendas,_staff_reports,_minutes,___livestream.php
http://www.ranchomirageca.gov/


Public Comments: Written public comments may be submitted to the City Clerk via email to
CityClerk@RanchoMirageCA.gov or mail/delivery to ATTN: City Clerk, City of Rancho Mirage, 69-825 Highway 111,
Rancho Mirage, CA   92270. Please submit written public comments at least three (3) hours in advance of the
meeting to ensure they may be fully considered. Written public comments received during the meeting will be
distributed to the legislative body(ies) and made available to the public following the meeting.

Oral public comments/testimony may be provided in person at the meeting during the non-agenda public comment
period and during the public comment/testimony period for each agenda item. Public comments are limited to three
(3) minutes per speaker. Please fill out a Request to Speak slip prior to the start of the meeting and submit it to the
City Clerk. You will be called upon to speak at the appropriate time. Please submit a separate slip for each item on
which you wish to speak.

Declaration of Posting:  I, Kristie Ramos, City Clerk of the City of Rancho Mirage, do hereby declare that the
foregoing meeting agenda was posted on the City of Rancho Mirage website at www.RanchoMirageCA.gov, on the
Rancho Mirage City Hall bulletin board at 69-825 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, CA   92270, and at the Rancho
Mirage Library & Observatory at 71-100 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, CA  92270, at least 72 hours in advance of
the meeting.

Date Posted: May 9, 2025

mailto:CityClerk@RanchoMirageCA.gov


https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/fast-archive-274904.appspot.com/o/ranchomirageca%2Factions%2F68154e87b9f0ec0047f73322%2FMinutes%20Draft%2005-01-2025.pdf?alt=media&token=3ddaaf4a-05c4-420f-82a3-c540edd5e461
https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/fast-archive-274904.appspot.com/o/ranchomirageca%2Factions%2F68154e87b9f0ec0047f73322%2FMinutes%20Draft%2005-01-2025.pdf?alt=media&token=3ddaaf4a-05c4-420f-82a3-c540edd5e461
https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/fast-archive-274904.appspot.com/o/ranchomirageca%2Factions%2F68154e87b9f0ec0047f73322%2FMinutes%20Draft%2005-01-2025.pdf?alt=media&token=3ddaaf4a-05c4-420f-82a3-c540edd5e461
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 2024 Rancho Mirage General Plan Annual Report

POLICY # GOAL, POLICY, PROGRAM STATUS DEPARTMENT

POLICY LU 2.1

Specific plans shall be required, where appropriate, to ensure new
development achieves high-quality building, design, and development
standards and provides amenities above those expected in
conventional development.

The City processed the Catana Specific Plan, which proposes a mixed-use
neighborhood on ±36 acres located at the northwest corner of Ramon Road and
Rattler Road. Three Planning Areas are proposed to guide the project site's
development. Planning Area 1 proposes 210 market rate homes with amenities,
Planning Area 2 proposes 94 affordable apartments and a central recreation area,
and Planning Area 3 proposes up to 75,000 square feet of commercial uses. The
Specific Plan was approved by the City Council on April 18, 2024.

Planning

POLICY LU 2.2
Specific plans shall be utilized, where appropriate, to assure the
phased, logical and cost-effective extension of infrastructure and build-
out of new development.

See response to POLICY LU 2.1 Planning

POLICY LU 2.3

Specific plans shall be updated periodically to reflect existing land use
conditions, to modernize land use trends, to review boundaries, and to
ensure that the long-term goals of the General Plan are being met
through implementation of said specific plans.

The City processed a General Plan Zoning Map Amendment and Specific Plan
Amendment to the Monterey Specific Plan to reconfigure the existing land use which
was split with approximately 25.21 acres of High Density Residential (R-H) on the
south end and approximately 28.55 of Public Park (OS-PP) on the north end of the
project site. The land use designations were reconfigured so that the High Density
Residential (R-H) is on the eastern side of the project site and the Public Park (OS-
PP) on the western side.

Planning

PROGRAM LU 2.7B Provide the development community with maps and other information
showing the locations of all available and planned infrastructure.

In 2024, the City launched the Development Activity GIS Web Application which
highlights current and pending projects within the City. In July of 2024 the City
Council authorized an agreement with ‘CelPlan technologies’ to develop a Wireless
Master Plan using strategic solutions and emerging technologies to improve the
City's wireless connectivity. An interactive cell phone coverage Web Application went
live in Spring 2025. The GIS Web Applications are available for the general public on
the City's website.

Information 
Services/Planning

POLICY LU 3.4 Lower income housing shall be dispersed where feasible, appropriate,
and compatible with surrounding land uses.

The City processed 3 development projects with affordable housing components
dispersed throughout the City and in accordance with the Housing Element: Via Vail
Apartments, Catana Specific Plan, and the Crossings at Peterson Road. Project
details are in the Planning Commission Annual Report for 2024.

Housing/Planning

LAND USE
The purpose of the Land Use Element is to provide a comprehensive plan of the general allocation and distribution of land uses throughout Rancho Mirage. The element also serves as a statement of the
standards and targets for population density and building intensity. The Land Use Element identifies areas planned for residential, commercial, and public uses. It is the broadest of the elements and is the basis
for coherent land use policy development.
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POLICY LU 4.2 The City shall pursue high-quality retail uses along Highway 111, in
the Specific Plan for Section 19, and in other areas of Rancho Mirage. The City is currently in the process of updating the Highway 111 Specific Plans. Planning

POLICY # GOAL, POLICY, PROGRAM STATUS DEPARTMENT

POLICY CIR 1.6
The City shall actively participate in a wide range of regional
transportation planning programs to improve the capacity, efficiency,
and safety of the shared circulation system.

The City routinely coordinates with adjacent jurisdictions on signal timing and other
traffic related improvements, as well as with the Coachella Valley Association of
Governments (CVAG).

Planning/Public Works

POLICY # GOAL, POLICY, PROGRAM STATUS DEPARTMENT

POLICY COS 5.4 The City shall proactively support the affordable and reliable
production and delivery of electrical power to the community.

Since commencing operations on May 1, 2018, the Rancho Mirage Energy Authority
(RMEA) has provided affordable and reliable power as a locally operated, non-profit
program. To date, RMEA has delivered over $3 million in direct customer savings
and allocated $1 million in rebates, furthering the City's commitment to affordable
and sustainable energy solutions for the community.

Administration & Legal

POLICY COS 5.5
The City shall support public and private efforts to develop and
operate alternative systems of solar and electrical production that take
advantage of local renewable resources.

In November 2024, the Rancho Mirage Energy Authority (RMEA) launched 3 new
rebate programs to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency: a battery
storage rebate to enhance solar energy use and resilience, an EV charger rebate to
support clean transportation, and a home energy efficiency rebate to encourage
energy-saving upgrades. These initiatives align with the City's commitment to
advancing alternative energy systems and leveraging local renewable resources.

Administration & Legal

CIRCULATION

To preserve Rancho Mirage’s unique character while providing the safest and most efficient roadway system possible, the Circulation Element documents the current status of Rancho Mirage’s road system,
identifies problems, and proposes solutions. The Circulation Element also analyzes future traffic impacts on Rancho Mirage caused by growth in the city and region. The purpose of the Circulation Element is to
develop an efficient, cost-effective, and comprehensive transportation management strategy consistent with regional plans and local needs to maintain and improve mobility.

CONSERVATION + OPEN SPACE

The Conservation and Open Space Element defines and establishes goals, policies, and programs toward preserving and effectively managing the valuable natural resources in Rancho Mirage.
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PROGRAM COS 5.5A

Support and facilitate the integration of cogeneration and other energy
management systems into commercial operations in the City to
enhance operational efficiencies and provide additional opportunities
for local power production.

The City has begun exploring advanced technologies and initiated an energy
efficiency study at major city facilities as a starting point to enhance resilience and
improve energy efficiency. These efforts align with the City's commitment to
supporting the integration of cogeneration and energy management systems to
optimize operational efficiencies and expand local power production opportunities.

Administration & Legal

POLICY COS 5.6 The City shall encourage the reduction and recycling of household
and business waste.

The City actively promotes waste reduction and recycling for households and
businesses through mailed newsletters, e-blasts, events, and educational videos
highlighted on its website. In addition to hosting e-waste and shredding events, the
City conducted compost giveaways, launched a community garden support program,
and organized hands-on activities at the local farmers market, including a "Plant Your
Own Pepper" station to encourage sustainable practices and community
engagement.

Administration & Legal

PROGRAM COS 5.6A Educate city residents and business operators on the benefits of
reducing, reusing, and recycling household and business waste. See response to POLICY COS 5.6 Administration & Legal

PROGRAM COS 5.6B Coordinate with the city’s solid waste disposal contractor and other
contractors to continue and enhance the City’s recycling program.

The City hosted 4 annual e-waste collection and shredding events in 2024. The
program provides no-charge residential pickup of e-waste and household hazardous
waste through Burrtec, and offers free drop-off for non-controlled medications and
batteries at City Hall.

Administration & Legal

PROGRAM COS 5.6C

Encourage all restaurants, hotels, and businesses to participate in the
collection of commercial recyclables. Commercial recyclables include,
but are not limited to food waste, cardboard, metals, plastics, paper
products, glass, or any other recyclable product for which a viable
market can be found.

The City continues to support and encourage all restaurants, hotels, and businesses
to participate in the collection of commercial recyclables, including food waste,
cardboard, metals, plastics, paper, glass, and other recyclable materials. Through
the Edible Food Recovery Program, launched in partnership with FIND Food Bank,
the City maximizes edible food recovery from local businesses. Burrtec supports this
initiative and broader recycling efforts with educational materials and in-person
outreach to ensure continued community engagement and participation.

Administration & Legal

PROGRAM COS 5.6D
Ensure that any planned construction, demolition, addition, alteration,
repair, remodel, landscaping, or grading projects divert all reusable,
salvageable, and recyclable debris from landfill disposal.

The City requires that recycling weight tickets be provided throughout each
applicable stage of construction to maximize the recovery of materials and enhance
contractor education. The City offers an educational guide and mandates that all
eligible projects submit a debris plan prior to permit issuance. To further support
compliance, the City updated its brochure to include the most commonly found debris
types and locations within the valley that accept those materials. All eligible projects
must demonstrate that their recycling efforts meet or exceed the CalGreen-required
65% diversion rate.

Administration & Legal
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POLICY COS 7.5 Require new developments to establish and confirm the ability to meet 
current and future water resource demands.

City staff requests comments from the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) on all
new projects. CVWD reviews and comments as necessary. Projects are required to
obtain a will serve letter from CVWD prior to permit issuance.

Planning/Public Works

POLICY COS 8.1 The City shall exercise its responsibility to preserve archaeological,
historical, and cultural sites.

The Historic Preservation Commission held 4 meetings in 2024. Based on the
Commission's recommendation, the City Council designated the properties for
placement on the City's Register of Historic Resources: 1) 40941 Thunderbird Road,
2) 37152 Marber Drive, and 3) 71331 Country Club Drive. The City also initiated a
comprehensive update to the 2003 Historic Resources Survey in 2024.

Planning

PROGRAM COS 8.1A Establish and maintain an archaeological and historical resources
database. See response to POLICY COS 8.1 Planning

PROGRAM COS 8.1B Maintain a preservation ordinance to provide for the designation and
protection of historic resources.

The City Council has designated 77 structures for placement on the City's Register of
Historic Resources. In addition, there are 2 designated Historic Districts in the city –
Tamarisk Ranchos I and Cody Court.

Planning

POLICY COS 8.2

Development or land use proposals that have the potential to disturb
or destroy sensitive cultural resources shall be evaluated by a
qualified professional and appropriate mitigation measures shall be
incorporated into project approvals, if necessary.

A total of 11 projects required implementation of Senate Bill 18 and/or Assembly Bill
52 in 2024. Planning staff contacted the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) for an updated list for each project that required tribal consultation.

Planning

PROGRAM COS 8.2C

Continue to adhere to the requirements of SB 18 of 2004 and AB 52
of 2014, as applicable, by consulting with local Native American tribes
on potential disturbance, recovery, and preservation of tribal cultural
resources.

See response to POLICY COS 8.2 Planning

POLICY # GOAL, POLICY, PROGRAM STATUS DEPARTMENT

POLICY AQ 1.4 The City shall encourage the use of clean alternative energy sources
for transportation, heating, and cooling whenever practical.

See response to Policy COS 5.4 and Policy COS 5.5. RMEA offers a 100% Green
Energy option, allowing residents and businesses to obtain energy entirely from
green sources, supporting the City’s commitment to sustainability.

Administration & Legal

AIR QUALITY
The Air Quality Element coordinates the planning of land use, circulation, housing, and other City policies with their potential effects on air quality. The intent of this section is to assist the City and the region to
meet ambient air standards set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the California Air Resources Board.
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POLICY # GOAL, POLICY, PROGRAM STATUS DEPARTMENT

POLICY SAFE 1.5
The City shall play an active role in the development or distribution of
earthquake preparedness information and materials to residents and
local businesses.

The City actively collects, develops, and distributes public information for distribution
at City Hall and the Rancho Mirage Library and Observatory. The Community
Emergency Preparedness Commission actively engages the community in public
education efforts through endeavors such as: the Rancho Mirage Farmer's Market,
an annual Disaster Preparedness Expo, an annual Readiness Seminar, at
community/HOA meetings, coordination with the Rancho Mirage Chamber of
Commerce, coordination with the Coachella Valley Disaster Preparedness Network,
and through mass email subscriber lists.

Administrative Services

PROGRAM SAFE 1.5A

Confer and cooperate with local utility companies, the CVWD, the
Palm Springs Unified School District, police and fire departments, and
others to coordinate public education regarding appropriate action
before, during, and after earthquakes and other disasters. 

The City regularly meets with agency reps from the various public safety and major
community stakeholders to review and discuss plans of action and preparedness
efforts.

Administrative Services

PROGRAM SAFE 1.5B
Keep the City’s public awareness programs on natural disaster
management and emergency preparedness up-to-date on current
hazards and issues.

The City operates the domain www.RMReady.org as a central repository of public
awareness programs and information regarding disaster and emergency
preparedness. Additional information is shared via mass email subscriber lists.

Administrative Services

POLICY SAFE 2.3
The City shall provide direction and guidelines for the development of
onsite stormwater retention/detention facilities consistent with local
and regional drainage plans and community design standards.

New projects, including single-family residential projects, are required to address
onsite stormwater retention and drainage. This includes preparation and submittal of
a grading plan and other requirements deemed necessary by the City Engineer.

Planning/Public Works

GOAL SAFE 4
Emergency preparedness and response programs that provide for
fast and effective response to daily emergencies and major
catastrophes.

The City contracts with Riverside County Fire and Sheriff for the day-to-day
emergencies. The City also coordinates with the first-responder agencies to ensure
the City is capable of supporting the response and recovery efforts during a major
disaster.

Administrative Services

SAFETY

The Safety Element addresses natural and manmade environmental hazards that might occur in Rancho Mirage and surrounding areas. It provides information, goals, policies, and programs to protect the
general health, safety, and welfare of the community from seismic, geological, flood, hydrology, and hazardous and toxic materials events. On March 3, 2022, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2022-06
adopting the Safety Element update.  The City is currently in the process of amending the Safety Element in accordance with Assembly Bill 2140.
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PROGRAM SAFE 4.2C Maintain the City’s emergency plan, including an inventory and
evaluation of all local and regional emergency resources.

The City completed and adopted a 5-year update of its Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP) as part of the Countywide Multi-Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(MJLHMP). The LHMP was accepted by FEMA and the City initiated a General Plan
Text Amendment to further adopt the LHMP as part of the Safety Element of the
City's General Plan in 2025 to remain eligible for additional disaster recovery funds
from the State pursuant to Assembly Bill 2140. City staff meets on a monthly basis
with Coachella Valley area Emergency Managers to discuss, share ideas, and
coordinate emergency planning and preparedness efforts. The City is engaged in a
comprehensive update of its Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) with a draft EOP
update anticipated in 2025.

Administrative 
Services/Planning

PROGRAM SAFE 4.2D The City shall consider the development and identification of citywide
evacuation routes.

A review of the citywide evacuation routes will be considered as part of the City's
pending comprehensive update of it's Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). A draft
EOP update is anticipated in 2025.

Administrative Services

POLICY SAFE 4.3
The City shall support area-wide mutual aid agreements and
communication links with Riverside County authorities and other
participating jurisdictions.

The City continues to maintain an inventory of radios with access to the Countywide
Public Safety Emergency Communications (PSEC) system. These radios are
programmed with several channels and zones that support the objective of
interoperable communication between the various public safety stakeholders,
including but not limited to, Riverside County Sheriff, Riverside County Fire, Riverside
County Emergency Management Department, and all Coachella Valley Emergency
Managers and law enforcement dispatch centers. Of the various radios in the City's
posession, the radios are assigned to the following internal Divisions or Personnel:
Emergency Manager, Code Compliance, Citizens on Patrol Services.

Administrative 
Services/Code 
Compliance

PROGRAM SAFE 4.3A The City shall adhere to the guidelines set forth in the County of
Riverside Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.

The City's annexation to the County of Riverside Multi-Jurisdiction Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan has been adopted and the City is following the guidelines prescribed
therein.

Administrative Services

POLICY SAFE 4.4

The City shall ensure adequate provision of publicinformation to
residents and businesses on actions to minimize damage and
facilitate recovery from anatural disaster. Prioritize at-risk populations
such as those within or near fire hazard zones.

See response to PROGRAM SAFE 1.5 and 1.5B Administrative Services

PROGRAM SAFE 4.4A

Coordinate with public agencies and non-profit organizations to
promote emergency preparedness and response training such as the
Riverside County Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
program and the Coachella Valley Disaster Preparedness Network
(CVDPN) training and resources.

The City continues to coordinate 2 CERT courses per year at the Roy Wilson
Training Center in Thousand Palms. The City routinely assists and coordinates with
the Coachella Valley Disaster Preparedness Network to promote trainings and
educational events in the Coachella Valley.

Administrative Services
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POLICY # GOAL, POLICY, PROGRAM STATUS DEPARTMENT

GOAL A&C 1 An enriching arts and culture environment in Rancho Mirage.

The City plays a vital role as the cultural hub of the Coachella Valley, showcasing its
commitment to community enrichment through key landmarks such as the public
library, the region's only observatory, and a state-of-the-art amphitheater. These
facilities host hundreds of free performances spanning diverse art and culture
genres, fostering accessibility and engagement for the local community.

Library/Marketing 

PROGRAM A&C 2.1A

The City shall continue to sponsor and encourage cultural events and
programs such as the Art Affaire, Writers Festival, Speakers Series,
and others that involve a variety of citizen groups and promote arts
and culture awareness as they build community identity. 

The City demonstrated its commitment to fostering a vibrant and engaging cultural
environment by hosting, sponsoring, and producing events, such as the Rancho
Mirage Writers Festival and The Writers Series. The Lunar Festival celebrated
diverse cultural traditions, while WellFest promoted wellness and healthy living.
Desert X showcased contemporary art installations in unique desert settings, and
Modernism Week celebrated mid-century modern design and architecture. Broadway
Under the Stars brought performances to the community, and the Coachella Valley
Symphony highlighted exceptional musical talent. Together, these events
underscored its dedication to exceeding community expectations for cultural
enrichment.

Library/Marketing 

PROGRAM A&C 2.1B
The City shall continue to actively identify, encourage and sponsor
new cultural events and programs which promote artistic and cultural
awareness and build community identity.

The City Cultural Commission enriches the city’s cultural landscape through diverse
events and programs. Highlights for the 2024–2025 season include the Día de los
Muertos Celebration, the Children’s Discovery Museum’s Jingle Bell Rock, and an
array of concerts at the Rancho Mirage Library and Observatory, featuring artists like
Stephanie Trick, Paolo Alderighi, and Chase Huna. The 12th Annual Artists Studio
Tour and Pop-Up Gallery fosters connections between residents and local artists,
while the Spring Music Series supports the Fenixia Foundation with live
performances.

Library/Marketing 

POLICY A&C 2.3 The City shall encourage citizen involvement in the planning,
development and provision of arts programs, facilities, and services.

The City Cultural Commission is dedicated to enhancing the city’s cultural vitality by
promoting arts, music, and community engagement. Its mission is to provide
accessible and diverse cultural programs, celebrate creativity, and foster connections
among residents through events that highlight local talent and cultural traditions. By
curating enriching experiences, the Commission aims to inspire a deeper
appreciation for the arts and strengthen community bonds.

Library/Marketing 

ARTS AND CULTURE
The purpose of the Arts and Culture Element is to communicate the history of the arts and culture development in Rancho Mirage and identify Rancho Mirage’s comparative strengths in this important metric of
civic achievement. This element also guides the development of partnerships in the arts and culture sector and sets forth creative strategies to achieve associated economic, social, environmental and community
goals.
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PROGRAM A&C 2.3A

The City shall develop a comprehensive plan to utilize and develop
various avenues of communication, including the development of an
arts and culture webpage on the City’s website, liaisons with corporate
and business partnerships, and existing events and facilities. This
effort will focus on building community awareness, recruiting
involvement in existing arts and culture events and programs, and on
building support and involvement for the development of new events
and programs.

The City uses social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to
promote cultural events, including author talks, art exhibits, and workshops. Their
website and e-newsletters provide detailed information and registration links. Local
media partnerships, targeted ads, and outreach further boost visibility, highlighting
the city’s commitment to cultural enrichment.

Library/Marketing 

POLICY A&C 2.4

The City shall encourage public events that allow people to gather for
the purposes of entertainment, education, and camaraderie, such as
art and music festivals, art walks, farmers markets, film screenings,
lectures, music, and other performance events.

The City offers a diverse range of events for the public, including the Desi Strong 5K,
a Farmers Market, and Stargazing nights. Other offerings include art and music
festivals, film screenings, lectures, author talks, art walks, workshops, and live
performances. These events promote community engagement, education, and
entertainment, appealing to residents and visitors of all ages.

Library/Marketing 

POLICY A&C 2.6
The City shall use destination marketing techniques, which utilize
locally recognizable arts landmarks to further establish Rancho
Mirage as a community rich in arts and culture.

The City leverages recognizable landmarks like Sunnylands, a historic estate and
cultural destination, to market tourism. By highlighting its rich history, art, and
gardens, along with other attractions like world-class golf courses, luxury resorts, and
scenic desert landscapes, the city positions itself as a premier destination for
relaxation, culture, and outdoor recreation. These landmarks are featured in
promotional campaigns, social media, and partnerships with tourism organizations to
attract visitors worldwide.

Marketing 

POLICY A&C 2.8
The City shall investigate the feasibility of creating an Arts in
Education Program which will cater to the community’s youth
population.

The City offers arts-in-education programs for youth, including Desert Theatricals
Youth Theater. These initiatives provide hands-on opportunities in performing arts,
astronomy, and creative expression, fostering learning and inspiration. Through
workshops, performances, and interactive experiences, the programs encourage
youth engagement and skill development in the arts and sciences.

Library/Marketing 
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AGENDA ITEM # 

STAFF REPORT 

TO: Mayor and City Council   DATE: March 20, 2025 

FROM: Jassen Agostini, Planning Commission Chair 
Ben Torres, Planning Manager 

SUBJECT: Annual Planning Commission Report 

SPECIFIC REQUEST OR RECOMMENDATION 

That the City Council receive and file the 2024 Planning Commission Report. 

JUSTIFICATION OR INFORMATION 

In April 2003, the Municipal Code was amended requiring City Commissions and Boards to 
provide a brief annual report to the City Council.  The following is a summary report of the 
Planning Commission’s activities and accomplishments for the calendar year 2024. 

The Planning Commissioners have reviewed this report and recommend that the City Council 
receive and file the report. 

Planning Commission 

In 2024, the Planning Commission reviewed and evaluated the following projects: 

Five  (5) Preliminary Development Plans
Five  (5) Conditional Use Permits
One (1) Development Agreement
Eleven (11) Environmental Assessments
Two (2) Zoning Text Amendments
Three (3) Zoning Map Amendments
One (1) Sign Program
Five (5) Tentative Parcel Maps
Two (2) Tentative Tract Maps
Three (3) General Plan Zoning Map Amendments
Two (2) Specific Plans/Amendments

In summary, the Planning Commission convened 10 meetings (including one special meeting).  
The Planning Commission considered and acted upon a total of 17 planning projects in 2024. 

ATTACHMENT 2







DATE:  March 20, 2025 Page 4 of 4 
2024 Planning Commission Report 

JUSTIFICATION OR INFORMATION CONTINUED: 

AGENDA ITEM # 

Map Amendment is also proposed to modify the land use designation of APN: 685-080-031 
for a 1.5 acres portion of this parcel from Very Low Density Residential (R-L-2) to Medium 
Density Residential (R-M). No single-family residence architectural plans are proposed as part 
of this project.  The subject property is located on the east side of Via Josefina at the terminus 
of Victory Drive (APNs: 685-080-031, 685-080-010, & 685-030-006). 

The following table compares Planning Commission activity in 2024 to previous years: 

Year Total # Meetings Held Total # Projects 
Considered 

Total # Single-Family 
Homes Considered 

2024 10 17 7* 
2023 18 27 22* 
2022 13 18 45* 
2021 18 64 35 
2020 13 47 23 
2019 13 59 14 
2018 16 49 18 
2017 15 39 20 
2016 8 29 12 
2015 10 30 15 
2014 15 54 14 
2013 14 36 17 
2012 14 18 12 
2011 12 26 10 
2010 13 29 10 
2009 11 23 3 
2008 11 35 12 
2007 15 54 22 
2006 25 107 50 

*Starting on January 1, 2022 single family homes were approved at the staff level. The single-
family homes that are listed were approved at the staff level and are included for reference
purposes. Prior to 2022, the total number of projects considered is inclusive of the single family
home count.
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Thursday, April 24, 2025, 2:00 PM 
City Council Chamber 
69-825 Highway 111 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
RANCHO MIRAGE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
1. GENERAL 

1A. Call to Order – 2:00 P.M. 
 
1B. Flag Salute – Led by Commissioner Grey. 
 
1C. Roll Call: Bryant, Curran, Grey, Vice Chair Chanter, Chair Agostini – All Present. 

 

2. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Commissioner Grey welcomed all and expressed gratitude for his continuing service. 

Commissioner Chanter thanked the Council for the reappointment and expressed honor in serving. She 
recognized Commissioner Bryant for receiving the Senior Inspiration Award, praising his service and personal 
impact. 

Commissioner Curran thanked the staff for their continuous support over the past year. 

Commissioner Bryant expressed gratitude for serving a seventh year, thanked staff and colleagues for their 
support, and emphasized the complexity of planning issues. He highlighted visits to the Cotino and 
Eisenhower campus developments, noting their progress and value to the city and region. 

3. NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENTS  
The following individual provided non-agenda public comments: Brad Anderson. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4A. March 13, 2025, Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the March 13, 2025, Regular Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes as presented. 
 
MOVED/SECONDED BY CURRAN/CHANTER TO APPROVE THE MARCH 13, 2025, REGULAR 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES AS PRESENTED. MOTION CARRIED 4/1 WITH 
COMMISSIONER GREY ABSTAINED. 

 
5. ACTION ITEMS 

5A. General Plan Annual Progress Report for 2024 
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approve the 2024 General Plan Annual Progress Report and forward it to 
the City Council to receive and file. 

 
 

Chair Agostini 

Vice Chair Chanter 

Commissioner Bryant 

Commissioner Curran 

Commissioner Grey 

ATTACHMENT 3
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Joy Tsai, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. 
    
A discussion ensued.  
 
MOVED/SECONDED BY GREY/CHANTER TO APPROVE THE 2024 GENERAL PLAN PROGRESS  
REPORT AND FORWARD IT TO THE CITY COUNCIL TO RECEIVE AND FILE. MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
6A. Extension of Time Case No. ET25-0001 for a One-Year Time Extension for Tentative Tract Map 
Case No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224) – Applicant: Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering on Behalf of 
La Paloma Homes, Inc. Consideration of the First One-Year Time Extension for Tentative Tract Map 
38224 (Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003), a 9-Lot Residential Subdivision on 4.77 Acres, 
Located in Section 30 at the Northeast Corner of Via Josefina and Ginger Rogers Road (APN: 685-080-
014) 
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Recommend to the City Council 1) Approval of the filing of a Notice of 
Exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15162 
(Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations); and, 2) Approval of a one-year Extension of Time (ET25- 
0001) for Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), subject to the Conditions of Approval, 
and based on the content and Findings in the attached staff report. 
 

Joy Tsai, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. 
 
No public testimony was provided. 
 
A discussion ensued.  
 
MOVED/SECONDED BY GREY/BRYANT TO RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 
 

1. APPROVE THE FILING OF A NOTICE OF EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) GUIDELINES SECTION 15162 (SUBSEQUENT EIRS AND 
NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS); AND, 

2. APPROVE A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION OF TIME (ET25-0001) FOR TENTATIVE TRACT MAP CASE 
NO. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL, AND BASED ON 
THE CONTENT AND FINDINGS IN THE ATTACHED STAFF REPORT. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 
6B. Environmental Assessment Case No. EA24-0011 and General Plan Text Amendment Case No. 
GPTA24-0001 – Assembly Bill 2140 Safety Element Update. Applicant: City of Rancho Mirage. Location: 
City-Wide 
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-PC-(Next-in-Order), recommending that the City 
Council take the following action: 1) Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order) for the following actions: A) 
Find that the adoption of the updated General Plan Safety Element is not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule 
“Common Sense” Exemption); and, B) Approve General Plan Text Amendment Case No. GPTA24-0001, 
incorporating by reference the 2023 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan into the Safety Element in the City’s General 
Plan in accordance with Assembly Bill 2140. 
 

Joy Tsai, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. 
    
No public testimony was provided. 
 
A discussion ensued.  
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MOVED/SECONDED BY CHANTER/CURRAN TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2025-PC-03, 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION: 1) ADOPT RESOLUTION 
NO. 2025-(NEXT-IN-ORDER) FOR THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: A) FIND THAT THE ADOPTION OF THE 
UPDATED GENERAL PLAN SAFETY ELEMENT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA), PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15061(B)(3) 
(GENERAL RULE “COMMON SENSE” EXEMPTION); AND, B) APPROVE GENERAL PLAN TEXT 
AMENDMENT CASE NO. GPTA24-0001, INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE 2023 LOCAL HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLAN INTO THE SAFETY ELEMENT IN THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ASSEMBLY BILL 2140. MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 
6C. Zoning Text Amendment Case No. ZTA25-0001 Applicant: City of Rancho Mirage. Consideration of 
an Ordinance Amending Section 17.20.040 (Development/Design Considerations) of Chapter 17.20 
(General Property and Use Standards), Repealing and Replacing Chapter 17.32 (Wireless 
Communication Facilities), Amending Section 17.34.010 (Introduction) of Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) 
of Division IV (Permits and Review), and Amending Section 17.48.045 (Minor Conditional Use Permits) 
of Chapter 17.48 (Conditional Use Permits) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code. 
Location: City-Wide 
 

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-PC-(Next-in-Order), recommending that the City 
Council take the following actions: 1) Find that the adoption of the Ordinance has been reviewed in 
compliance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines, 
and that adoption of the Ordinance is categorically exempt from environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15378 because it is not a “project”, 
and 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question 
may have a significant effect on the environment because the amendments involve general policy and 
procedure making; and 2) Introduce and adopt Ordinance No. (Next-in-Order), Amending Section 17.20.040 
(Development/Design Considerations) of Chapter 17.20 (General Property and Use Standards), Repealing 
and Replacing Chapter 17.32 (Wireless Communication Facilities), Amending Section 17.34.010 
(Introduction) of Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) of Division IV (Permits and Review), and Amending Section 
17.48.045 (Minor Conditional Use Permits) of Chapter 17.48 (Conditional Use Permits) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) 
of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code subject to addition of further amendments to the Municipal Code as 
may be recommended by staff, which are outside the purview of the Planning Commission, and therefore go 
directly to City Council. 
 

Ben Torres, Planning Manager, presented the staff report. 
    
The following individual provided public testimony: Brad Anderson. 
 
A discussion ensued.  

 
MOVED/SECONDED BY CHANTER/GREY TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2025-PC-04, RECOMMENDING 
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: 
 

1. FIND THAT THE ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE HAS BEEN REVIEWED IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) AND CEQA 
GUIDELINES, AND THAT ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE IS CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT FROM 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES SECTIONS 15378 BECAUSE IT IS NOT A “PROJECT”, AND 
15061(B)(3) BECAUSE IT CAN BE SEEN WITH CERTAINTY THAT THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY THAT 
THE ACTIVITY IN QUESTION MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
BECAUSE THE AMENDMENTS INVOLVE GENERAL POLICY AND PROCEDURE MAKING; AND, 
 

2. INTRODUCE AND ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. (NEXT-IN-ORDER), AMENDING SECTION 17.20.040 
(DEVELOPMENT/DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS) OF CHAPTER 17.20 (GENERAL PROPERTY AND 
USE STANDARDS),REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 17.32 (WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
FACILITIES), AMENDING SECTION 17.34.010 (INTRODUCTION) OF CHAPTER 17.34 
(INTRODUCTION) OF DIVISION IV (PERMITS AND REVIEW), AND AMENDING SECTION 17.48.045 
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Date Approved by Planning Commission:  
 
________________________________ 
Deanna Mendoza 
Development Services Technician 

(MINOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF CHAPTER 17.48 (CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF 
TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SUBJECT TO ADDITION OF 
FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE AS MAY BE RECOMMENDED BY STAFF, 
WHICH ARE OUTSIDE THE PURVIEW OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION, AND THEREFORE GO 
DIRECTLY TO CITY COUNCIL. MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Agostini adjourned the meeting at 3:29 P.M. 
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Section 3.  Necessary Actions. 
 
That the City Council hereby directs and authorizes City staff to take all necessary 

and appropriate actions to effectuate the purpose of this Resolution, including without 
limitation, filing the Resolution, Project List and other documents with the appropriate 
agencies as required by law.  

 
Section 4.  Severability.  

 
That should any provision, section, paragraph, sentence or word of this Resolution 

or Project List be rendered or declared invalid by any final court action in a court of 
competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the remaining 
provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences or words of the Resolution or Project List as 
hereby adopted shall remain in full force and effect. 

  
Section 5.  Repeal of Conflicting Provisions.  
 

 That all the provisions heretofore adopted by the City Council that are in conflict 
with the provisions of this Resolution are hereby repealed. 

 
Section 6.   Effective Date. 

 
That this Resolution shall take effect upon its adoption. 

 
Section 7.  Certification. 

 
That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this Resolution and 

enter it into the book of original resolutions.  
 

 
[REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of May, 2025. 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ted Weill, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Kristie Ramos, City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
Colin Kirkpatrick, City Attorney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

  

EXHIBIT “A” 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 SB1 ROAD MAINTENANCE 
 AND REHABILITATION ACCOUNT PROJECT LIST 

 
1. Citywide REAS Slurry Sealing 

Description:  This project will slurry several areas in Rancho Mirage, including Highway 111; 
Morningside Drive; Peterson Road/Mirage Cove Drive, north/east of Highway 111; the Desert 
Sun Estates neighborhood north of Country Club Drive; Vista Dunes Road; and paved portions of 
Vista Del Sol Road. 
 
Location:   
Highway 111, from the north city limit to the south city limit (total distance: 4.5 miles);  
Morningside Drive, from Frank Sinatra Drive to Country Club Drive (total distance: 1 mile); 
Peterson Road/Mirage Cove Drive neighborhood, east of Highway 111 (total distance: 0.86 
miles);  
Desert Sun Estates neighborhood, north of Country Club Drive (total distance: 1.47 miles);  
Vista Dunes Road (total distance: 1 mile); 
Vista Del Sol Road (paved portions, total distance: 0.35 miles). 
 
Estimated Cost: $950,000 
 
Project Schedule: Construction anticipated to take three months, commencing in October 2025.  
 
Estimated Useful Life:  7-8 Years.  
 

2. Frank Sinatra Low Water Crossing Design Improvements -- CP 22-374 
 
Description: The City recently closed out an HBP project to construct a bridge over the 
Whitewater River Channel due to environmental & funding constraints. There are still several 
areas of improvement that the City wishes to explore to enhance pedestrian safety as well as 
right of way acquisition to aid in annual maintenance. This project would explore conceptual level 
design to help us identify what can be done within the existing conditions.The City is currently 
completing its feasibility study and moving into the initial stages of design. 
 
Location: Frank Sinatra Drive at the Whitewater River Channel (just east of Highway 111) 
 
Estimated Cost: $150,000 
 
Project Schedule: Phase 1 conceptual complete by June 30, 2026.  
 
Estimated Useful Life: 30 Years 
 

3. Citywide Striping & Safety Enhancements 
 
Description: The City’s LRSP details several areas where enhancements could be made to our 
bicycle striping network and/or minor alterations to signalized intersections.  
 



 

  

Locations:  
 
Bob Hope Drive, from Casino Drive to Dinah Shore Drive 
Monterey Avenue, from Clancy Lane to Avenida Las Palmas 
Rattler Road, north of Ramon Road 
Ramon Road/Rattler Road Intersection 
Highway 111/Frank Sinatra Drive Intersection 
Highway 111/Indian Trail Road Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Ramon Road Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Gerald Ford Drive Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Frank Sinatra Drive Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Dinah Shore Drive Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Country Club Drive Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Highway 111 Intersection 
Bob Hope Drive/Rancho Las Palmas Drive Intersection 
Monterey Avenue/Country Club Drive Intersection 
Monterey Avenue/Gerald Ford Drive Intersection 
Monterey Avenue/Frank Sinatra Drive Intersection 
 
Estimated Cost: $150,000 
 
Project Schedule: Complete by June 30, 2026.  
 
Estimated Useful Life: 2-3 Years 
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ZTA25-0001                                                                                      May 15, 2025 
 
p.m., and will be posted on the City’s website with the publication of the City Council 
Agenda, to be posted at least 72 hours prior to the meeting.  
 
Written testimony may be submitted to the City Clerk via email to 
CityClerk@RanchoMirageCA.gov, or mailed to City of Rancho Mirage, ATTN: City Clerk, 
69-825 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270. Written testimony must be received no 
later than 10:00 a.m. on the day of the hearing to be considered by the City Council. 
 
GOVERNMENT CODE § 65009 NOTICE: If you challenge this proposed activity in court, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public 
Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council 
sufficiently prior to the Public Hearing to enable its consideration by them. 





Lead Agency Contact Person:  Ben Torres, Planning Manager  Telephone No. (760) 328-2266 

Date: 
 Ben Torres, Planning Manager 

 Signed by Lead Agency 





Any city may make and enforce within its limits all local, police, sanitary, and other ordinances 
and regulations not in conflict with applicable state laws. Cal Const art XI, §7. The police power 
of a city is its right to adopt regulations designed to promote the public convenience or the 
general prosperity, as well as regulations designed to promote the public health, the public 
morals, or the public safety. Chicago, B. & Q. Ry. Co. v Illinois (1906) 200 US 561, 592, 26 S Ct 
341. The exercise of police power must: 1) Be reasonably related to a legitimate governmental
purpose. Birkenfeld v City of Berkeley (1976) 17 C3d 129, 158. See Consolidated Rock Prods.
Co. v City of Los Angeles (1962) 57 C2d 515, 522 (there must be reasonable basis in fact to
support legislative determination of regulation's wisdom and necessity); and 2) Have a
reasonable tendency to promote the public health, morals, safety, or general welfare of the
community. Carlin v City of Palm Springs (1971) 14 CA3d 706, 711 (city has broad discretion in
determining what is reasonable in endeavoring to protect public health, safety, morals, and
general welfare of community).

Further Amendments 

Pursuant to the authority granted to the City by Article XI, Section 7 of the California Constitution, 
the City has the police power to adopt regulations designed to promote the public convenience 
or the general prosperity, as well as regulations designed to promote the public health and 
safety. 

On June 28, 2024, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in Johnson v. City of Grants Pass, 
Oregon. Among other things, the Supreme Court held that the Eighth Amendment does not 
prohibit cities from enforcing laws regulating camping on public property (144 S.Ct. 2202).   

California Business & Professions section 22435.7 regulates the retrieval of shopping carts by 
local government agencies and the City desires to enact regulations pertaining to shopping carts 
in accordance with state law.  California Business & Professions section 22435.7 regulates the 
retrieval of shopping carts by local government agencies and the City of Rancho Mirage desires 
to enact regulation in accordance with state law. 

It is the independent opinion of the City Attorney that based on the content and findings in the 
Staff Report, the Planning Commission Staff Report and Resolution, and proposed ordinance, 
the City Attorney determines that the City Council has the legal authority to adopt the ordinance, 
since the proposed ordinance is constitutionally valid under the state and federal constitutions, 
is consistent with the general powers and purposes of the City, the City’s charter, ordinances 
approved by the voters, and applicable federal and state laws.  



STAFF REPORT 

TO:  Planning Commission/City Council              DATE: April 24, 2025 

FROM:  Colin Kirkpatrick, City Attorney  

SUBJECT: Zoning Text Amendment Case No. ZTA25-0001 

SPECIFIC REQUEST OR RECOMMENDATION 

That the Planning Commission and City Council consider and receive and file the City Attorney’s 
Independent Analysis of the Ordinance approving Zoning Text Amendment Case No. ZTA25-
0001. 

Background 

Since the Zoning Text Amendment requires the adoption of an ordinance, the City Attorney is 
required to make determinations which address whether the City has the legal authority to adopt 
said ordinances. 

Rancho Mirage Municipal Code Section 1.04.031 (Review And Approval Of Legal Form Of 
Ordinances By City Attorney) provides that “[n]o ordinance shall be deemed effective unless the 
City Attorney determines that the City has the authority to adopt the proposed ordinance, that 
the proposed ordinance is constitutionally valid under the state and federal constitutions, and 
that the proposed ordinance is consistent with the general powers and purposes of the City, the 
City’s Charter, ordinances approved by the voters, and any applicable federal and/or state laws.” 

Legal Authority 

Zoning Text Amendments 

California’s Planning and Zoning Law (California Government Code §§65000–66499.58) is the 
framework for local land use regulation. Every city must have a comprehensive, long-term 
general plan for its physical development. Government Code §65300. Generally, City’s zoning 
ordinances must be consistent with the City’s general plan. See Government Code Section 
65451.  Zoning consistency with the general plan is required for all cities, including charter 
cities. Government Code 65860 

Moreover, Chapter 17.73 (General Plan, Specific Plan and Zoning Text Amendment) of the 
Municipal Code, in relevant part, provides procedures for initiating and processing amendments 
to the text of Title 17, which includes, but is not limited to: initiation of amendment by a Council 
member, City Manager or any Department Director; review by City attorney to make the same 
determinations set forth in Section 1.04.031, as set forth above; and grants the City Council the 
authority to take certain actions at their discretion (as set forth in 17.73.030 (Procedure). 



Any city may make and enforce within its limits all local, police, sanitary, and other ordinances 
and regulations not in conflict with applicable state laws. Cal Const art XI, §7. The police power 
of a city is its right to adopt regulations designed to promote the public convenience or the 
general prosperity, as well as regulations designed to promote the public health, the public 
morals, or the public safety. Chicago, B. & Q. Ry. Co. v Illinois (1906) 200 US 561, 592, 26 S Ct 
341. The exercise of police power must: 1) Be reasonably related to a legitimate governmental
purpose. Birkenfeld v City of Berkeley (1976) 17 C3d 129, 158. See Consolidated Rock Prods.
Co. v City of Los Angeles (1962) 57 C2d 515, 522 (there must be reasonable basis in fact to
support legislative determination of regulation's wisdom and necessity); and 2) Have a
reasonable tendency to promote the public health, morals, safety, or general welfare of the
community. Carlin v City of Palm Springs (1971) 14 CA3d 706, 711 (city has broad discretion in
determining what is reasonable in endeavoring to protect public health, safety, morals, and
general welfare of community).

It is the independent opinion of the City Attorney that based on the content and findings in the 
Staff Report, the Planning Commission Staff Report and Resolution, and proposed ordinance, 
the City Attorney determines that the City Council has the legal authority to adopt the ordinance, 
since the proposed ordinance is constitutionally valid under the state and federal constitutions, 
is consistent with the general powers and purposes of the City, the City’s charter, ordinances 
approved by the voters, and applicable federal and state laws. 
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WHEREAS, the Proposed Project is an amendment to the Municipal Code and is 
City-wide.  Accordingly, a Public Hearing Notice was published in the Desert Sun on April 
4, 2025, and posted on April 3, 2025, on the City’s website, on the bulletin board in front 
of City Hall, and at the Rancho Mirage Library and Observatory, informing the public of 
the Planning Commission’s consideration of the Proposed Project, in addition to the 
Agenda and Staff Report posted on the City’s website for public review and inspection at 
least 72 hours prior to the Planning Commission’s April 24, 2025 Regular Meeting.  

 

  NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
RANCHO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  RECITALS AND EXHIBITS. 
 
That the foregoing Recitals and attached Exhibit are true and correct and are 

hereby incorporated by this reference.  
 

SECTION 2.  FINDINGS. 
 
 That the Planning Commission finds as follows: 

 
a) That the proposed adoption of the Ordinance has been reviewed in compliance 

with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
CEQA Guidelines, and that adoption of the Ordinance is categorically exempt 
from environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15378 because it is not a 
“project”, and 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment because the amendments involve general policy and procedure 
making; and 

b) That all proposed zoning text amendments herein are consistent with the 
General plan upon consideration of all of its aspects, including without limitation 
that the proposed amendments further the objectives and policies of the 
General Plan and do not obstruct their attainment. 

 
  SECTION 3.  RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 

That based on the foregoing Findings, as set forth and described herein, and the 
findings and determinations set forth in the April 24, 2025, Planning Commission Staff 
Report and the attached Ordinance, the Planning Commission recommends that the City 
Council take the following actions: 

 
a)       Find that adoption of the Ordinance is categorically exempt from 

environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines sections 15378 because it is not a “project”, and 15061(b)(3) because 
it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may 
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have a significant effect on the environment because the amendments involve general 
policy and procedure making 

 
b) Find the amendments to the Municipal Code are consistent with the General 

Plan upon consideration of all its aspects, in that the proposed amendments further the 
objectives and policies of the General Plan and do not obstruct their attainment; and 

 
c) Adopt the Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
That this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.   

 
SECTION 5.  SEVERABILITY. 

 
That if any provision, section, paragraph, sentence or word of this Resolution or 

any portion of the Ordinance be rendered or declared invalid by any final court action in 
a court of competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the remaining 
provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences or words as hereby adopted shall remain in 
full force and effect. 
 

SECTION 6.  CERTIFICATION. 
 

That the Secretary to the Planning Commission shall certify as to the adoption of 
this Resolution and shall cause the same to be processed in the manner required by law.  

 
SECTION 7.   REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. 

 
That all provisions of any resolution in effect prior to the effective date of this 

Resolution as adopted by the Planning Commission that are in conflict with the 
provisions of this Resolution, are hereby repealed.  
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 PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 24th day of April, 2025.  
 
 

_________________________ 
Jassen Agostini, Chair    

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

_____________________________ 
Kristie Ramos, Secretary  
 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 
 

_____________________________ 
Colin D. Kirkpatrick, City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO MIRAGE, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 17.20.040 (DEVELOPMENT/DESIGN 

CONSIDERATIONS) OF CHAPTER 17.20 (GENERAL PROPERTY AND USE 
STANDARDS), REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 17.32 (WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATION FACILITIES), AMENDING SECTION 17.34.010 (INTRODUCTION) 
OF CHAPTER 17.34 (INTRODUCTION) OF DIVISION IV (PERMITS AND REVIEW), 
AND AMENDING SECTION 17.48.045 (MINOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF 

CHAPTER 17.48 (CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS)  OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE 
RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[TO BE ATTACHED] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority granted to the City by Article XI, Section 7 of 
the California Constitution, the City has the police power to adopt regulations designed to 
promote the public convenience or the general prosperity, as well as regulations designed 
to promote the public health and safety; and 

WHEREAS, the City periodically reviews the City of Rancho Mirage Municipal 
Code (“Municipal Code”) to identify areas that need to be updated, clarified, or revised in 
accordance with state law; and  

WHEREAS, the City desires to enact this Ordinance to make such updates, 
clarifications, and revisions to the Municipal Code; and  

WHEREAS, on June 28, 2024, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in 
Johnson v. City of Grants Pass, Oregon. Among other things, the Supreme Court held 
that the Eighth Amendment does not prohibit cities from enforcing laws regulating 
camping on public property (144 S.Ct. 2202); and 

WHEREAS, the City is committed to protecting the life, health, and safety of its 
residents and all people within the geographic boundaries of the City; and  

WHEREAS, the City finds that certain public lands within the City’s geographical 
boundaries pose significant health and safety hazards to people who make shelter or stay 
overnight in those areas. The Council further finds that some of these public lands are 
environmentally sensitive and may be significantly damaged by unregulated human 
activity; and 

WHEREAS, in order to address these concerns, the City desires to amend its 
camping regulations to ensure public safety and environmental protection; and 

WHEREAS, California Business & Professions section 22435.7 regulates the 
retrieval of shopping carts by local government agencies and the City desires to enact 
regulations pertaining to shopping carts in accordance with state law; and  

WHEREAS, California Business & Professions section 22435.7 regulates the 
retrieval of shopping carts by local government agencies and the City of Rancho Mirage 
desires to enact regulation in accordance with state law; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the adoption of this Ordinance is 
categorically exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15378 because it is not a 
“project”, and 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment because the 
amendments involve general policy and procedure making. 

 NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO MIRAGE 
DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.   RECITALS AND EXHIBITS  



That the above Recitals and attached Exhibits are true and correct and are 
incorporated as though fully set forth herein. 

SECTION 2. EVIDENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 

That the City Council conducted a noticed Public Hearing on May 15, 2025, and 
considered all of the evidence submitted into the administrative record for the proposed 
Ordinance, including, but not limited to, the following, which are all hereby incorporated 
herein by reference: 

(a) Rancho Mirage Municipal Code;

(b) Rancho Mirage General Plan and Titles  2 (Administration and Personnel) , 5
(Business, Taxes, Licenses and Regulations), 8 (Health and Safety), 14 (Code
Compliance and Remedies), and 17 (Zoning) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal
Code and all relevant provisions contained therein;

(c) Notice of Planning Commission Public Hearing scheduled for April 24, 2025, at
2:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, located at City Hall at 69-825 Highway 111,
Rancho Mirage, California;

(d) Planning Commission Staff Report, attachments and Staff presentation for the
proposed Ordinance, and all public documents, records and references related
thereto submitted or provided at or prior to the April 24, 2025, Planning
Commission Public Hearing;

(e) Testimony and/or comments from all persons that were provided in written
format or correspondence, at, or prior to, the April 24, 2025, Planning
Commission Public Hearing;

(f) Notice of City Council Public Hearing scheduled for May 15, 2025, at 1:00 p.m.
in the Council Chamber, located at City Hall at 69-825 Highway 111, Rancho
Mirage, California;

(g) City Council Staff Report, attachments and Staff presentation for the proposed
Ordinance, and all public documents, records and references related thereto
submitted or provided at or prior to the May 15, 2025, City Council Public
Hearing; and

(h) Testimony and/or comments from all persons that were provided in written
format or correspondence, at, or prior to, the May 15, 2025, City Council Public
Hearing.

Section 3. FINDINGS 

That the City Council finds that all proposed zoning text amendments herein are 
consistent with the General plan upon consideration of all of its aspects, including without 
limitation that the proposed amendments further the objectives and policies of the General 
Plan and do not obstruct their attainment. 



Section 4. AMENDING CHAPTER 2.68 (SPECIAL ELECTIONS) – SECTION 
2.68.040 (CITY PARKS MAINTENANCE) OF TITLE 2 
(ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) OF THE RANCHO 
MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That the City Council hereby amends Chapter 2.68 (Special Elections) – Section 
2.68.040 (City Parks Maintenance) of Title 2 (Administration and Personnel) of the 
Rancho Mirage Municipal Code in its entirety as set forth in Exhibit “A,” attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 5. ADDING CHAPTER 5.45 (SHOPPING CART MANAGEMENT) TO 
TITLE 5 (BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND REGULATIONS) 
OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That the City Council hereby adds in its entirety Chapter 5.45 (Shopping Cart 
Management) to Title 5 (Business Taxes, Licenses, and Regulations) of the Rancho 
Mirage Municipal Code in its entirety as set forth in Exhibit “B,” attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 5. AMENDING SECTION 8.25.020 (LANDING OF AIRCRAFT) OF 
CHAPTER 8.25 (LANDING OF AIRCRAFT) OF TITLE 8 (HEALTH 
AND SAFETY) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That the City Council hereby amends Section 8.25.020 (Landing of Aircraft) of 
Chapter 8.25 (Landing of Aircraft) of Title 8 (Health and Safety) of the Rancho Mirage 
Municipal Code in its entirety as set forth in Exhibit “C,” attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by this reference. 

Section 6. AMENDING CHAPTER 8.26 (CITY PARKS AND RECREATION 
FACILITY REGULATIONS) – SECTION 8.26.030 (GROUP USE OF 
PARKS) OF TITLE 8 (HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE RANCHO 
MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That the City Council hereby amends Chapter 8.26 (City Parks and Recreation 
Facility Regulations) – Section 8.26.030 (Group Use of Parks), of Title 8 (Health and 
Safety) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code in its entirety as set forth in Exhibit “D,” 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 7. AMENDING SECTION 8.63.060 (ENFORCEMENT) OF 
CHAPTER 8.63 (CAMPING REGULATIONS) OF TITLE 8 
(HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

That the City Council hereby amends Section 8.63.060 (Enforcement) of Chapter 
8.63 (Camping Regulations) of Title 8 (Health and Safety) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal 
Code as set forth in Exhibit “E,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference. 



Section 8. AMENDING SECTION 14.20.100 (UNIFORM SWIMMING 
POOL, SPA AND HOT TUB CODE DEFINITIONS) OF 
CHAPTER 14.20 (DEFINITIONS) OF TITLE 14 (CODE 
COMPLIANCE AND REMEDIES) OF THE RANCHO 
MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That the City Council hereby amends Section 14.20.100 (Uniform Swimming, Pool, 
Spa and Hot Tub Code Definitions) of Chapter 14.20 (Definitions) of Title 14 (Code 
Compliance and Remedies) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code as set forth in Exhibit 
“F,” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.  

Section 9. AMENDING SECTION 17.20.140 (SCREENING AND BUFFERING) 
OF CHAPTER 17.20 (GENERAL PROPERTY AND USE 
STANDARDS) OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO 
MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That Section 17.20.140 (Screening and Buffering) of Chapter 17.20 (General 
Property and Use Standards) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) of the City of Rancho Mirage Municipal 
Code, is hereby amended as set forth in more detail on Exhibit “G”, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 10. REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 17.32 (WIRELESS 
COMMUNICATION FACILITIES) OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF 
THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

That Chapter 17.32 (Wireless Communication Facilities) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) of 
the City of Rancho Mirage Municipal Code, is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced 
with a new Chapter 17.32 as set forth in more detail on Exhibit “H”, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 11. AMENDING SECTION 17.34.010 (INTRODUCTION) OF CHAPTER 
17.34 (INTRODUCTION) OF DIVISION IV (PERMITS AND 
REVIEW) OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE 
MUNICIPAL CODE 

That 17.34.010 (Introduction) of Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) of Division IV 
(Permits and Review) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) of the City of Rancho Mirage Municipal Code, 
is hereby amended as set forth in more detail on Exhibit “I”, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 12. AMENDING SECTION 17.48.045 (MINOR CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMITS) OF CHAPTER 17.48 (CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) 
OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL 
CODE 

That Section 17.48.045 (Minor Conditional Use Permits) of Chapter 17.48 
(Conditional Use Permits) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) of the City of Rancho Mirage Municipal 



Code, is hereby amended as set forth in more detail on Exhibit “I”, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 13. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

That the City Council finds that the adoption of this Ordinance is categorically 
exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15378 because it is not a “project”, and 
15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment because the 
amendments involve general policy and procedure making. 

Section 14. CITY ATTORNEY REVIEW 

That the City Attorney prepared and framed this Ordinance pursuant to Section 
1.04.010 of the Municipal Code and finds that the City Council has the authority to adopt 
this Ordinance, that the Ordinance is constitutionally valid and that the Ordinance is 
consistent with the general powers and purposes of the City as set forth in Section 
1.04.031 of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code. 

Section 15.  SEVERABILITY 

That the City Council declares that, should any provision, section, paragraph, 
sentence or word of this Ordinance be rendered or declared invalid by any final court 
action in a court of competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the 
remaining provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences or words of this Ordinance as 
hereby adopted shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 16.  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS 

That all the provisions of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code as heretofore adopted 
by the City that are in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.  

Section 17.  AMENDING OF BAIL SCHEDULE 

That the City Attorney's Office is hereby directed to determine whether this 
Ordinance necessitates amendment of the City's Bail Schedule and to cause such 
necessary amendments to be made and filed with the local branches of the Superior 
Court of the County of Riverside.  

Section 18.  EFFECTIVE DATE  

That this Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after its second reading. 

Section 19.  CERTIFICATION  

That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this Ordinance, and cause it to 
be published as required by law. 



[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 

The foregoing Ordinance was approved and adopted at a meeting of the City 
Council held on ______________, 2025, by the following vote:  

Ayes: 
Noes: 

     Abstain: 
     Absent: 

  CITY OF RANCHO MIRAGE 

_______________________________ 
      Ted Weill, Mayor  

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 
Kristie Ramos, City Clerk  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

_______________________________ 
Colin Kirkpatrick, City Attorney  



EXHIBIT “A” 

AMENDING CHAPTER 2.68 (SPECIAL ELECTIONS) – SECTION 2.68.040 (CITY 
PARKS MAINTENANCE) OF TITLE 2 (ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) OF 

THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 



 

 

 

 

§ 2.68.040. City parks maintenance. 

A. Purpose. The purpose of the ordinance codified in this section is to replace the funding lost 
due to the elimination of the city's parks assessment. The city council has determined that the 
prior assessment is no longer permitted under Proposition 218. As such, this special tax is 
being proposed to replace the assessment formerly levied by the city. This replacement tax 
will continue to fund maintenance of the city's three existing parks (Cancer Survivors Park, 
Rancho Mirage CommunityWhitewater Park, and Michael S. Wolfson Park), as well as 
the Magnesia Falls Park planned for completion by June 1998. 

The proceeds of this replacement tax may only be expended on park maintenance. 

B. Annual Tax Levy. The annual tax to be levied for any fiscal year shall be determined by 
resolution of the city council of the city on or before June 30th of each year on the basis of 
the actual revenues estimated to be required by the city to pay its reasonable and necessary 
expenses for the services detailed in subsection C of this section for such year, and shall be 
levied in amounts not more than maximum tax rates set forth in Subsections E through H of 
this section. 

C. Use of Tax Proceeds. The proceeds of taxes received by the city in accordance with this 
special tax shall be expended only for the following purposes: 

1. Park maintenance and operation; 

2. Park lighting; 

3. Park irrigation; 

4. Administration of the above services; 

5. Administration of the special tax. 

D. Definitions. 

"Fiscal years" shall begin on July 1st and end on June 30th of the following calendar year. 

"CPI" means the Consumer Price Index for the Los Angeles-Anaheim-Riverside Area for All 
Urban Consumers, as developed by U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics or its successor. 

"City" means the city of Rancho Mirage within the county of Riverside. 

"Annual special tax levy" means the annual special tax to be levied for any fiscal year, 
which is determined by majority vote of the city council of the city on the basis of the actual 
revenues estimated to be required by the city to pay its reasonable and necessary expenses 
for such year. 

"Parcel" means a legal parcel of land designated by an assessor's parcel map and parcel 
number and carried on the secured property tax roll of the county of Riverside. In cases 
in which a parcel of land cannot be taxed, or the tax on a parcel of land cannot be legally 
collected, a parcel shall instead be defined as a possessory interest of a legal parcel of land. 

"Maximum special tax rate" means the maximum authorized special tax rate established by 
subsection E of this section. 



 
 

 

 

 

"Property taxes" means general ad valorem property taxes or possessory interest property 
taxes, as the case may be. 

"Equivalent dwelling unit (EDU)" means the rate to be applied to a parcel proportionate to 
the rate applied to a parcel consisting of a single-family residential dwelling unit. 

E. Maximum Special Tax Rate. The maximum authorized special tax rate for each parcel shall 
be eighteen dollars and ninety-six cents per EDU, and shall increase automatically each fiscal 
year hereafter by the percentage change in the CPI in the preceding calendar year. 

F. EDUs Per Property Type. When applying the maximum special tax rate, the following EDU 
factors shall be used: 

 
 

Land Use/Development Type EDU Factor 

Single-family residential 1.00 per unit 

Multifamily residential 1.00 per unit 

Commercial 2.55 per acre 

Recreational/golf course 1.00 per acre 
Undeveloped 0.5 per acre 

 
G. Application of Special Tax. The special tax shall apply, as set forth in this section, to all 

parcels which are within the city at the time of its formation, all parcels which are annexed 
to the city after it has been formed, and all parcels which are subsequently created by any 
form of land division. It shall exclude any parcel which is detached from the city and any 
parcel which is not taxable under the laws of the state of California or the United States of 
America. 

H. Special Tax Lien. The special tax imposed under this section shall constitute a lien in 
accordance with the Revenue and Taxation Code, Section 2187 or 2188.1, and shall have the 
same effect as a property tax until fully paid. For fiscal year 1998-99, the lien shall attach at 
12:01 a.m. on July 1, 1998. For subsequent years, the lien shall attach at 12:01 a.m. on July 
1st preceding the fiscal year for which the taxes are levied, or such other date as set out in 
applicable law. 

I. Collection. The special tax shall be entered upon the tax rolls and collected by the tax 
collector of the county of Riverside in conjunction with, and shall be subject to the same 
interest, penalties, and costs, as general property taxes. The taxes on each parcel shall be 
billed on the secured roll tax bills, but may be transferred to the unsecured roll in accordance 
with applicable law, rules, and procedures. Failure to pay on or before the delinquency date 
will result in the imposition of penalties, interest, and costs in the same manner applicable to 
general property taxes. 

J. Administration. The county of Riverside shall be entitled to deduct the reasonable costs of 
collection and administration of the special tax before remitting such tax revenues collected 
to the city. 



 
 

 

 

 

K. Appeals. The city council may adopt reasonable rules and regulations, or bylaws, providing 
for review by an outside board or hearing officer of any action, decision, or recommendation 
of the council or administrative staff affecting the amount of tax levy on parcels. The 
council's decision rendered after the review shall be final. Nothing in this section shall 
abrogate the obligation of the city council and city staff to comply with the requirements of 
existing law. 

L. Implementation. The city council shall, as deemed necessary, from time to time, adopt 
motions, resolutions, and/or ordinances for implementation and administration of the special 
tax in accordance with applicable open meeting laws. 

M. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, work or portion of the 
ordinance codified in this section is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and an 
independent provision and such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this section. The people declare that they would have adopted the ordinance 
codified in this section, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, word and phrase 
hereof, irrespective of the fact that any of the sections, subsections, sentences, words, clauses 
or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

N. Effective Date. 

1. This section shall become effective, and the special tax herein adopted immediately 
upon its confirmation by 2/3 of the voters voting within the city in an election held on 
April 14, 1998. The first tax levy shall be for the 1998-99 fiscal year. 

2. The ordinance codified in this section passed by an initiative on April 14, 1998. 
(Ord. 685 §§ 1 — 14, 1998) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT “B” 
 

ADDING CHAPTER 5.45 (SHOPPING CART MANAGEMENT) TO TITLE 
5 (BUSINESS TAXES, LICENSES, AND REGULATIONS) OF THE 

RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

 
[SEE ATTACHED] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 5.45  SHOPPING CART MANAGEMENT 

§ 5.45.010  Findings and purpose. 

§ 5.45.020  Definitions. 

§ 5.45.030  Applicability. 

§ 5.45.040  Administration. 

§ 5.45.050  Prohibition against removal or possession of shopping carts. 

§ 5.45.060  Required shopping cart identification. 

§ 5.45.070  Shopping cart containment and retrieval by owners. 

§ 5.45.080  Impoundment and retrieval of abandoned shopping carts. 

§ 5.45.090  Abandoned shopping cart prevention and retrieval plan. 

§ 5.45.100  Owner responsibility. 

§ 5.45.110 Disposal of shopping carts. 

§ 5.45.120  Exemption. 

§ 5.45.130  Enforcement and penalties. 

 

§ 5.45.010 Findings and purpose. 

The city of Rancho Mirage finds that abandoned shopping carts in the city create a 
potential hazard to the health and safety of the public, interfere with pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic, and create a public nuisance. The accumulation of abandoned 
carts on public and private property tends to create conditions that reduce property 
values, and promote blight and deterioration that result in a public nuisance. This 
chapter is intended to ensure that measures are taken by the owners of shopping 
carts to prevent the removal of the shopping carts from the owner's premises, to 
make removal of the cart from the owners’ premises a violation of this code, and to 
facilitate the retrieval of abandoned shopping carts in a manner consistent with 
state law. 

 

§ 5.45.020  Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings set forth below: 



"Abandoned shopping cart" means any shopping cart that is left unattended, 
discarded, or abandoned upon any public property other than the premises from 
which the shopping cart was removed, without the written consent of the shopping 
cart's owner. 

"City"  means the city of Rancho Mirage or its designated representatives. 

"City Manager" shall mean the city manager of the city of Rancho Mirage, or 
designee. 

"Occurrence" means the retrieval or impoundment by the city pursuant to this 
chapter of all shopping carts of an owner in a one-day period. 

"Owner" means any person or entity, however formed, who owns or provides 
shopping carts for use by customers in connection with the operation of a 
business. 

"Premises" means the entire area owned and utilized by a retail establishment that 
provides shopping carts for use by customers, including any parking area or other 
off-street area provided by an owner, or shared with other retail establishments, for 
the use by customers for parking automobiles or other vehicles. 

"Parking area" means a parking lot or other property provided by a retail 
establishment for use by a customer for parking an automobile or other vehicle. In 
a multistore complex or shopping center, "parking area" includes the entire parking 
area used by or controlled by the complex or center. 

"Person" means a natural person or legal entity, however formed, as well as any 
trustee, heir, executor, administrator, receiver, or assign, or any combination of 
such persons. 

"Public property" means the outdoor common area of any building, business 
premises, apartment building or complex, or other premises or portion thereof 
which is adjacent to public property, open to the public, and which contains a 
shopping cart or shopping carts visible at street or ground level from the adjacent 
public property. 

"Retail establishment," with regard to shopping carts, means any business located 
in the city which offers or provides shopping carts for the use by customers of 
such business regardless of whether such business is advertised or operated as a 
retail or wholesale business, and regardless of whether such business is open to 
the general public, is a private club or business, or is a membership store. 

"Shopping cart" means a basket mounted on wheels or a similar device generally 
used by a customer for the purpose of transporting goods of any kind within a retail 



establishment or designated parking or loading area of that business 
establishment. “Shopping cart” also includes a cart used in a coin-operated 
laundry or dry-cleaning retail establishment for purposes of transporting clothes 
and necessary cleaning materials. 

 

§ 5.45.030  Applicability. 

This chapter applies to all retail establishments located in the city that provide 
shopping carts for customer use and to all shopping carts on and off the premises 
of retail establishments within the city. 

 

§ 5.45.040  Administration. 

A. The city manager and any city code enforcement officer, or city designated 
representative or agent, have the authority to administer and enforce this chapter. 

B. The city manager or designee may adopt supplemental regulations or policies 
to implement and interpret this chapter. These regulations or policies must 
conform with the purpose of this chapter. 

C. To the extent otherwise permitted by law, a city code enforcement officer, or any 
designated city representative or agent, may enter onto any public or private 
property in the city to retrieve, remove, store, and dispose of any lost, stolen, or 
abandoned shopping cart, or any part thereof. 

 

§ 5.45.050  Prohibition against removal or possession of shopping carts. 

A.   It is unlawful for any person to temporarily or permanently remove a shopping 
cart from a business premises without the owner's prior written consent. 

B.   It is unlawful for any person to be in possession of a shopping cart that has 
been removed from a business premises. 

C.   Removal or possession of a cart for the purpose of repair, maintenance, 
retrieval, or disposal by the owner, employees, or authorized agents of the retail 
establishment is exempt from this section. 

 

§ 5.45.060  Required shopping cart identification. 



Pursuant to Section 22435.1 of the Business and Professions Code, every 
shopping cart owned or provided by an owner shall have a sign permanently 
affixed to the shopping cart that includes the following information: 

A.  The owner's name, business address, and phone number. 

B.  Notice of the procedure to be used for authorized removal of a shopping cart 
from the premises. 

C.  Notice that unauthorized removal of the shopping cart from the premises of a 
retail establishment, or the unauthorized possession of the shopping cart, is a 
violation of state law and this chapter. 

 

§ 5.45.070  Shopping cart containment and retrieval by owners. 

A.  Every shopping cart owner must lock or otherwise securely contain all owner's 
shopping carts after business hours in a manner that prevents theft or removal 
from the premises. All shopping carts located on the premises of a retail 
establishment, other than an establishment open for business twenty-four hours 
per day, must be collected at the end of each business day by the owner, 
employees, or authorized agents of the retail establishment and be collectively 
confined in a secured manner in a designated shopping cart confinement area on 
the premises until the commencement of the next business day. 

B.  All shopping carts located on the premises of any retail establishment open for 
business twenty-four hours per day, other than carts then currently in use by a 
customer, must be collected by the owner, employees, or authorized agents of the 
retail establishment and returned to a designated cart confinement area on the 
premises at least twice per calendar day between the hours of twelve p.m. (noon) 
and twelve a.m. (midnight) on each day the retail establishment is open for 
business. This section does not apply to: 

1.  Shopping carts located within an enclosed building; 

2. Shopping carts removed from the premises of a retail establishment for 
purposes of repair or maintenance that are in the possession or custody of 
the party to whom removal has been authorized in writing by the shopping 
cart owner; or 

3.  Shopping carts being transported by the owner, or an officer, employee, 
or authorized agent of the owner, to or from the owner's business premises. 

C.  All abandoned shopping carts that are found off premises must be retrieved as 
soon as practicable by the owner, or an authorized agent of the owner, including a 



cart retrieval service retained by the owner. The city shall notify the owner of an 
abandoned shopping cart when such shopping cart is located in a place that can 
be accessed safely by the owner. Such notice may be given by telephone, e-mail, 
text message, or other written or verbal communication to the owner or owner's 
agent designated in the abandoned shopping cart prevention and retrieval plan, if 
an approved plan is in place, and shall include the shopping cart's location. Within 
three business days from the date the owner of the cart receives actual notice by 
the city that an abandoned shopping cart of the owner has been located, the owner 
or agent shall cause the identified shopping cart(s) to be retrieved. 

D.  Persons retained to perform shopping cart retrieval services must carry written 
authorization from the owner to be presented upon request by the city manager or 
designee. Vehicles used by retrieval services must bear conspicuous signs 
identifying the name of the shopping cart retrieval service. 

 

§ 5.45.080  Impoundment and retrieval of abandoned shopping carts. 

A.  The city manager or designee may immediately retrieve and impound any 
shopping cart, in accordance with the provisions outlined in Business and 
Professions Code Section 22435.7. 

B.  Impoundment Following Three-Day Notice. A shopping cart that has a sign 
affixed to it in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and Business and 
Professions Code Section 22435.1 may be impounded by the city provided both of 
the following conditions are met: 

1.  The shopping cart is located outside the premises of a retail 
establishment; and 

2.  Except as provided in subsection (C) of this section, the shopping cart is 
not retrieved within three business days from the date the owner of the 
shopping cart, or the owner's agent, receives actual notice from the city of 
the shopping cart's discovery and location. 

C.  Impoundment Without Three-Day Notice. The city may retrieve and impound 
any abandoned shopping cart without first giving three business days' notice 
provided: 

1. The city manager or designee provides actual notice to the owner, or the 
owner's agent, of the shopping cart's impoundment within twenty-four hours 
following the impound; 



2.  The notice informs the owner, or the owner's agent, of the location where 
the shopping cart may be claimed; 

3.  Any shopping cart reclaimed by the owner, or the owner's agent, within 
three business days after the date of actual notice to the owner, or the 
owner's agent, of the impound, must be released and surrendered to the 
owner, or the owner's agent, at no charge, including the waiver of any 
impound and storage fees or fines which otherwise would be applicable; and 

4.  The shopping cart is held at a location that is both: (a) reasonably 
convenient to the owner of the shopping cart; and (b) open for business at 
least six hours of each business day. 

D.  Immediate Retrieval and Impoundment by City for Impeding Emergency 
Services. The city manager or designee may immediately retrieve and impound any 
shopping cart from public or private property if the location of the shopping cart 
impedes emergency services. 

E.  Immediate Retrieval and Impoundment by City for Impeding Traffic or 
Pedestrian Right-of-way. The city manager or designee may immediately retrieve 
and impound any shopping cart from public property if the location of the shopping 
cart impedes traffic or a pedestrian right-of-way.  

F.  Any cart reclaimed by the owner or their agent within three business days from 
the date the owner of the shopping cart, or their agent, is given actual notice by the 
city of the shopping cart's discovery and location, or impoundment, shall not be 
deemed an occurrence for purposes of this chapter. 

G.  The owner of any shopping cart that is not reclaimed within three business days 
after the date the owner has been given actual notice by the city of the shopping 
cart's discovery and location, or impoundment, is subject to prosecution or the 
imposition of administrative costs, fees, fines, interest and other penalties 
applicable under state law and this chapter commencing four business days after 
the date of notice. 

 

§ 5.45.090  Abandoned shopping cart prevention and retrieval plan. 

A.  Approved Plan Required. Every owner who provides or intends to provide 
shopping carts to customers must develop, implement, and comply with the terms 
and conditions of an approved abandoned shopping cart prevention and retrieval 
plan ("plan") to prevent unauthorized removal of shopping carts from a premises. 

B. Plan Contents. At a minimum, the plan shall include the following requirements: 



1. Preliminary information. The name of all owners, the business name, the 
physical address where the business is conducted, and the name, address, 
and phone number(s) of the on-site and off-site owner, if different. In 
addition, the name and contact information of the person, or job title of the 
person, who will be responsible for accepting all shopping carts retrieved by 
the city and returned to the retail establishment during its normal business 
hours. If the responsible person or their contact information changes, the 
business shall notify the city within 7 calendar days of the change. 

2. Cart inventory. A complete list of all shopping carts maintained in or on 
the premises. 

3. Cart identification. Signs and shopping cart identification must conform 
to state law. Owners shall attach an example of the proposed shopping cart 
ownership identification sign in conformance with Business and 
Professions Code Section 22435.1 and Section 5.45.060 of this chapter. 

4. Customer outreach. A description of a community outreach process under 
which the owner will cause notice to be provided to customers that the 
removal of shopping carts from the premises is prohibited and is a violation 
of state and city law. This notice may include, but is not limited to, warnings 
on shopping bags, signs posted in prominent places near door and parking 
lot exists, announcements using intercom systems at the premises, website 
or other means demonstrated to be effective to the reasonable satisfaction 
of the city manager. 

5. Loss prevention measures. A description of specific measures that the 
owner shall implement to prevent shopping cart removal from the owner's 
premises. These measures may include, but are not limited to, electronic or 
other disabling devices on the shopping carts so that they cannot be 
removed from the premises, effective management practices, use of 
courtesy clerks to accompany customers and return the shopping carts to 
the store, use of security personnel to prevent removal, security deposit for 
use of shopping cart, or other demonstrable measures acceptable to the city 
manager or designee that are likely to prevent shopping cart removal from 
the premises. Shopping cart owners must conduct regular maintenance to 
ensure disabling devices and/or security deposit systems are working 
properly. If at any time, a cart owner determines the disabling device installed 
in a cart is not working properly, the cart shall be pulled from circulation until 
it is repaired. The cart owner shall inspect, test, and repair all abandoned 
carts returned to the owner prior to making the returned shopping carts 
available for use. 



6. Employee training. A description of an ongoing training program that will 
be implemented by the owner that is designed to educate new and existing 
employees on the plan and any conditions contained herein at least annually. 

7. Mandatory shopping cart retrieval. A plan for retrieval of abandoned 
shopping carts by the owner within three business days after knowing of a 
cart's removal from the owner's premises or after receiving notice from the 
city that the shopping cart has been abandoned. 

D. Review and Approval of Plans. Each plan will be evaluated and must be 
approved by Development Services. Development Services may deny the plan if 
the requirements of this chapter have not been satisfied. If the plan is denied, the 
city must serve the applicant with a written notice of denial. The notice must state 
the reasons for denial to assist the owner with obtaining plan approval. An owner 
must submit a revised plan within fifteen days of receiving a notice of denial. 
Development Services may impose conditions of approval on a plan if he or she 
determines it to be reasonably necessary to ensure compliance with the 
requirements of this chapter. Such conditions may include but not limited to 
disabling devices on all shopping carts used by the business in order to prevent 
removal of shopping carts from the business premises.  

E.  Plan Validity. A plan is valid upon approval and may be reviewed at the time that 
the retail establishment's business license is up for renewal. A plan approved 
pursuant to this chapter is valid only as to the owner and approved location, and 
is therefore nontransferable to other persons or locations. 

F.  Changes to Plan. If an owner proposes any change in the operations or 
information in an approved plan, the owner must notify the city in writing of any 
such proposed change, and same must be approved by the city manager or 
designee before the change takes place. 

G.  Existing Owners. Upon adoption of this chapter, owners of existing businesses 
subject to the plan requirement must submit a plan for approval within thirty days 
of receiving notice from the city that such a plan is required. 

H.  Mandatory Loss Prevention Measures. If a retail establishment has five or more 
occurrences of shopping carts removed without the owner's written consent within 
the twelve-month period commencing with the issuance or renewal of a business 
license, the city may require the business to obtain and maintain electronic or other 
disabling devices on all of owner's shopping carts at the retail establishment. 

 

§ 5.45.100  Owner responsibility. 



It is the owner's responsibility to ensure that the business complies with the 
abandoned shopping cart prevention and retrieval plan at all times. In construing 
and enforcing this chapter and any regulations promulgated under this chapter, the 
act, omission, or failure of an agent, officer, representative, or other person acting 
for or employed by an owner, within the scope of his or her employment or office, 
shall in every case be deemed the act, omission, or failure of the owner. 

 

§ 5.45.110  Disposal of shopping carts. 

The city may immediately sell or otherwise dispose of any shopping cart that meets 
one of the following conditions: 

A.  That is not reclaimed from the city within thirty days of notification to the 
owner, or the owner's agent, of the cart's discovery and location, or 
impoundment. 

B.  The owner of the cart cannot be determined for any reason, including if 
the cart fails to have the identification required by state law or this chapter. 

C.  If the cart's condition renders it unusable. 

 

 

§ 5.45.130 Enforcement and penalties. 

A.  General. When the city manager or designee has determined that a violation of 
this chapter exists, the enforcement officer may use the procedures set forth in 
this chapter for the abatement of such public nuisance that is being committed on 
public property or may utilize any other procedure authorized by law. The remedies, 
procedures, and penalties provided by this chapter are cumulative to each other 
and to any other available remedy under city, state, or federal law. 

B.  Violation for Failure to Retrieve Shopping Cart. 

1.  Pursuant to Business and Professions Code Section 22435.7(f), any 
owner that fails to retrieve the owner's shopping cart(s) within three 
business days from the date of being given notice of the cart's or carts' 
discovery and location, or impoundment, by the city, is guilty of a violation 
of this chapter and may be punished by administrative fine of fifty dollars 
($50) for each occurrence in excess of three during a six month period. 

2. In addition to the fines imposed above, the owner shall pay the city's 
actual costs for retrieving and storing the owner's shopping cart(s) unless 



the owner reclaims the shopping cart within three business days from being 
given notice of the shopping cart's or carts' discovery and location, or 
impoundment, by the city, in which case, all fines, costs and fees shall be 
waived. 

C.  Other Violations. Notwithstanding the fines and costs authorized by Business 
and Professions Code Section 22435.7(f), when a code enforcement officer 
determines there is a violation of the provisions of this chapter, he or she is 
authorized to issue a notice of violation or an administrative citation to the 
responsible party pursuant to Chapter 14.80 (Administrative Citation and Appeal 
Procedures) of this code. Nothing in this section shall preclude the city from also 
issuing an infraction citation upon the occurrence of the same offense on the same 
day to any responsible party. Any person or owner of a shopping cart who fails to 
retrieve any shopping cart in accordance with this section shall be subject to a fine 
in an amount not to exceed fifty dollars ($50) for each occurrence in excess of three 
during a specified six-month period. 

D. When a code enforcement officer determines there is a violation of the 
provisions of this chapter, he or she may issue an infraction citation pursuant to 
the provisions set forth in Chapter 14.100 (Infraction Violations), including, but not 
limited to, the imposition of any and all criminal penalties set forth therein if there 
is any violation of this chapter committed, caused or maintained by any 
responsible party. 

E. The city attorney is authorized to bring a civil or equitable action, at his or her 
discretion, to seek the abatement of any violation of this chapter. 

 



EXHIBIT “C” 

AMENDING SECTION 8.25.020 (LANDING OF AIRCRAFT) OF TITLE 8 
(HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL 

CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 



 
 
 

§ 8.25.020. Landing of aircraft. 

Except in case of emergency or for rescue missions, military purposes or governmental services, 
no person shall land any aircraft within the city except upon an airport, aircraft landing field, 
heliport, helistop, or other area approved by the city council or as determined by the 
Development Services Director. 
(Ord. 166 § 1, 1979) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



EXHIBIT “D” 

AMENDING CHAPTER 8.26 (CITY PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITY 
REGULATIONS) – SECTION 8.26.030 (GROUP USE OF PARKS) OF TITLE 8 

(HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 



 
 
 

§ 8.26.030. Group use of parks. 

Use of all parks by groups of thirty-five persons or less shall be unreserved and shall be on a first- 
come, first-serve basis. No city park, except Rancho Mirage CommunityWhitewater Park, may 
be used by groups of more than thirty-five persons. Groups of more than thirty-five persons may 
only use Rancho Mirage CommunityWhitewater Park after obtaining a park use permit issued 
under the terms of Section 8.26.040. 
(Ord. 757 § 1, 2001) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



EXHIBIT “E” 

AMENDING SECTION 8.63.060 (ENFORCEMENT) OF CHAPTER 8.63 
(CAMPING REGULATIONS) OF TITLE 8 (HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF 

THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 



§ 8.63.060 Enforcement. 

Any violation of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a public nuisance and may 
be enforced pursuant to any applicable provision of Title 14 of this code, and any and 
all other remedies, civil and equitable, afforded to the city under the law. If a violation 
of this chapter is of a continuing nature, each day during which it occurs shall constitute 
an additional, separate, and distinct offense. Violations of this chapter shall not 
constitute an infraction or misdemeanor. Any violation of the provisions of this 
chapter shall constitute a misdemeanor violation and upon conviction thereof 
any violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment in the County Jail for a period of not more than six months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment.  

 



EXHIBIT “F” 

AMENDING SECTION 14.20.100 (UNIFORM SWIMMING POOL, SPA 
AND HOT TUB CODE DEFINITIONS) OF CHAPTER 14.20 

(DEFINITIONS) OF TITLE 14 (CODE COMPLIANCE AND REMEDIES) 
OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 



§14.20.100 Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code definitions. 

The words and phrases when used in this Title 13 14 in relation to the Uniform 
Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code shall, for the purposes of this Title 13 14, 
have the meanings ascribed to them in the Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot 
Tub Code.  

 



EXHIBIT “G” 

AMENDING SECTION 17.20.140 (SCREENING AND BUFFERING) OF 
CHAPTER 17.20 (GENERAL PROPERTY AND USE STANDARDS) OF TITLE 

17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 



 

 

 
 
§ 17.20.140. Screening and buffering. 

This section establishes standards for the screening, buffering, and separation of adjoining 
residential and nonresidential land uses. 

A. Screening Between Different Land Uses. Wherever a parcel zoned for commercial, industrial, 
or institutional purposes adjoins a residential zoning district/use, at the time of nonresidential 
construction there shall be erected along the property line adjoining the residential zoning 
district/use a six-foot high solid decorative wall with a stucco or equivalent finish. The wall 
shall be architecturally treated on both sides, subject to the approval of the director. The wall 
separating the nonresidential use from adjoining residential use/district may exceed six feet, 
up to a maximum of eight feet in height for increased screening, as measured from the finished 
grade of the affected residential property, if all of the following requirements are met: 

1. Walls exceeding six feet in height shall be subject to approval or modification of a 
development plan permit; 

2. Increased wall heights shall be allowed where additional height is necessary to protect 
the privacy of residents from intrusive elements of adjacent nonresidential development; 

3. Increased wall heights shall be allowed only in locations where existing or future 
residents' mountain views would not be adversely impacted; and 

4. Walls exceeding six feet in height may be installed only if all structural requirements 
are met as determined by the city building official. 

B. Mechanical Equipment. Any mechanical equipment, whether on the roof, side of structure, 
or ground, shall be properly screened from public view. The method of screening shall be 
architecturally compatible in terms of colors, materials, shape, and size. Conduits and pipes 
shall not be located along the building exterior and shall be routed within the building, 
as allowed by federal, state, and local laws. The screening design and construction shall be 
subject to the approval of the director and shall blend with the design of the structure and 
include appropriately installed and maintained landscaping when on the ground. In addition, 
mechanical equipment and screening shall be installed as follows: 

1. Located back of the front setback line; 

2. Vents located not less than five feet from any screening wall; and 

3. Screening wall material, color, and textures to match the adjoining structure or the 
perimeter wall. 

 
 

 
C. Noise Buffering. Walls separating residential properties from adjacent arterial streets may 



 

 

  
 

exceed six feet, up to a maximum of eight feet, as measured from the finished grade of the 
residential property if all of the following requirements are met: 

1. The additional height is necessary to reduce existing motor vehicle noise levels below 
the 65 Community Equivalent Noise Level (CNEL) as measured from the affected 
residential property; 

2. Adjacent roadway noise levels shall first be minimized by the application of asphalt 
rubber hot mix as a prior noise mitigation measure; 

3. Additional wall height and materials at existing residential developments shall be 
uniformly applied over the entire length of the wall segment facing the public street, 
subject to the director's approval; 

4. Enhanced landscaping shall be installed in the public street parkway to soften the 
appearance of the higher wall, subject to the director's approval; and 

5. Walls exceeding six feet in height may be installed if all structural requirements are met 
as determined by the city building official. 

D. Solar Collectors. Solar collectors, pursuant to the Solar Rights Act of 1978 (as amended), 
shall be allowed on the roof of all permitted residential and commercial structures including 
public facilities. Solar collectors shall not extend above the maximum allowable height of the 
structure. Collectors may be mounted on racks which are suitably enclosed, screened behind 
a parapet wall or otherwise architecturally designed to blend in with the proposed or existing 
structure and screen any support structure mechanisms. Manifolds, supply and return lines 
shall be painted to match the adjacent building or roof surface. 

1. All new residential construction shall be "solar ready," meaning that electrical panel 
capacity is provided, and conduits are provided within the walls and/or attic space to a 
roof connection for PV panels. 

(Ord. 777 § 1 (Exh. A), 2002; Ord. 931 § 1, 2006; Ord. 1023 § 2, 2011; Ord. 1070 § 2, 2013) 



 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT “H” 

REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 17.32 (WIRELESS 
COMMUNICATION FACILITIES) OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO 

MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





17.32.020 Applicability.  

This chapter applies to all wireless communications facilities existing and proposed to be 
located within the corporate limits of the city of Rancho Mirage, California, including 
personal wireless services as defined by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (TCA) and 
licensed by the Federal Communications Commission, including, but not limited to, the 
types commonly known as cellular, personal communications services (PCS), specialized 
mobile radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobile radio (ESMR), paging, land based 
repeaters for satellite broadcast services, micro-cell antennae and similar systems which 
exist now or may be developed in the future and exhibit technological characteristics 
similar to them. This chapter shall also apply to wireless communication facilities within 
public rights-of-way except as prohibited by state and federal law.  

Wireless communications facilities proposed to be located in Rancho Mirage may be 
constructed only pursuant to a permit issued by the city in accordance with this chapter 
and shall comply with Municipal Code Title 17 Zoning and all other applicable laws and 
regulations.  

This chapter does not apply to hand-held mobile phones, satellite dishes less than 
eighteen inches in diameter, amateur radio facilities, receiving antennae for AM and FM 
radio and television, or other facilities which may be exempt pursuant to applicable 
state or federal law, which may be governed by other laws including, but not limited to, 
city of Rancho Mirage Municipal Code. (Ord. 778 § 1 (Exh. A), 2002) 

17.32.030 Definitions.  

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply. These definitions shall be 
adapted to the context for appropriate grammatical tense, number, case and gender. 

"Ancillary structures" means any structure or device used to contain ancillary equipment 
for a wireless communications facility, such as cabinets, shelters, and additions to existing 
structures, pedestals, and other devices serving similar purposes. Typically it includes an 
air conditions unit, a heating unit, electrical supply, telephone hookup and back-up power 
supply and may include any service roads or other access accommodations used to 
service the facility. 

"Antenna"  means a device or system of wires, poles, rods, dishes or other devices of 
similar function, used for the transmission and/or reception of radio frequency signals for 
wireless communications, as described in the Telecommunications Act of 1996. It may 
include an omnidirectional antenna (whip), a directional antenna (panel) and parabolic 
antenna (disc). It does not include the support structure means any system of wires, 
poles, rods, panels, reflecting discs or similar devices used for the transmission 
or reception of radio frequency electromagnetic waves.  

"Antenna array" means a set of one or more antenna. 















A. Description of Services. A description of the services the applicant/permittee proposes 
to offer at the proposed site, including: 

1. A description of the location, type, capacity, field strength or power density, and 
calculated geographic service area of the proposed antenna or antenna array. The 
city retains the right to retain experts to review and assess the technical data. 

2. Documentation that the applicant/permittee has obtained and is in compliance with 
all applicable licenses, permits or authorizations required by the Federal 
Communications Commission. A copy of the applicant's lease with the property 
owner shall be submitted to the community development department prior to 
issuance of a building permit for the wireless communication facility. If the lease is 
extended or terminated, notice and evidence thereof shall be provided to the 
director. Upon termination or expiration of the lease, the wireless communication 
facility shall be removed within ninety days or be considered abandoned. 

3. Location of all existing, proposed and anticipated wireless communications 
facilities in the applicant/permittees network located in the city, or within one-half 
mile of the city's corporate limit in any direction. 

4. A description of how the proposed facility fits into the applicant/permittee network. 
5. In the instance where a facility is proposed within one hundred feet of residential 

dwellings, schools, child day care centers and hospitals, the applicant/permittee 
shall submit a narrative description of alternative sites considered, if any, and 
include specific reasons these alternative sites were not chosen. 

6. If in a residential zone, locate each of the closest commercial zones and show why 
these sites were not chosen. 

B. Design. All project applications shall adhere to the following criteria and describe 
location of site: 

1. Site Characteristics. Completely describe the physical characteristics and location 
of the site. 

2. Location Relative to Residential Dwellings, Schools, Child Day Care Centers, and 
Hospitals. Drawings shall include the location of all schools, child day care centers, 
hospitals, and residential dwellings within one hundred feet of the antenna array. 

3. Addressing Visual Impacts. All applications shall demonstrate how the proposed 
wireless communications and ancillary structures shall be designed so that 
observers will be unable to discern the presence of wireless communications 
antenna or antenna array on the project site. This objective shall be achieved 
through one or more of the following techniques: 

a.  Architecture. Enclosed within an integrated architectural element. 
b.  Stealth Design. The facility shall be designed to visually and operationally 

blend into the surrounding area, in a manner compatible with the local 
community character. The facility shall use the most quiet cooling 
equipment and whisper emergency generating apparatus. Artificial trees 
may be permitted in exceptional circumstances but are generally 



disfavored. When artificial trees are proposed, all paint, materials and colors 
shall be listed by manufacturer and color number. When an artificial tree is 
proposed, the applicant/permittee shall provide sufficient samples, models 
or other information to demonstrate that alternative designs have been 
considered and rejected, and the reasons for the rejections. Where artificial 
trees (monopalms) are proposed, a landscaping and irrigation plan shall be 
submitted with the application that includes, at a minimum, a cluster of live 
palm trees aesthetically similar to the proposed monopalm. Live palm trees 
shall be planted that are in reasonable proportion and height to screen the 
proposed monopalm. In cases where flag poles are used to conceal 
telecommunications equipment, the pole shall be located in a pedestrian 
plaza or formalized/enhanced landscape setting and may not require 
additional screening. All ground mounted equipment shall be effectively 
screened with an architectural wall or placed underground. 

c. Landscape Screening. The applicant/permittee shall provide a landscape 
plan to screen the facility as part of the CUP submittal. When trees are to 
be removed, the replacement tree shall be shown on the landscape plan. 

C. Operational Plan. All applications for wireless communications facilities shall include 
written assurances that the facilities shall be operated in accordance with the following: 

1. A lighting plan must be included with the CUP application. 
2. Maintenance. All facilities, landscaping, and related equipment shall be maintained 

in good working order and free from trash, debris, graffiti and designed to 
discourage vandalism. Any damaged equipment shall be repaired or replaced 
within twenty-four hours. Damaged, dead or decaying plant materials shall be 
removed and replaced within ten days from the date of notification. 

3. Monitoring. Once the wireless communications facility is operating, the city may, if 
a legitimate concern regarding the facility arises, require the applicant/permittee to 
submit documentation that the facility is operating within the technical standards 
as described in the application and the Federal Communications Commission 
permit. Independent field strength or power density measurements shall be 
provided to the director within thirty days of written request to the 
applicant/permittee. 

Within thirty days before or after the first and second annual anniversary of when the city 
issues any permit authorized by this chapter, the applicant/permittee shall submit the 
following information, in writing, to the director: 

a. Confirmation that the facility continues to operate in compliance with all terms and 
conditions of approval by the city. 

b. Independent field strength measurements or power density plot taken within the 
past thirty days that verify that the facility continues to operate in compliance with 
all terms and conditions and emissions standards imposed by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 











A. Modifications to Existing Projects. Any modification to a wireless communication facility 
existing at the time of the adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter shall be 
processed through a new conditional use permit and the facility as modified shall comply 
with the standards contained in this chapter. 

B. All wireless communication facilities existing at the time of the adoption of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter shall either be removed or be modified through the 
approval of a new conditional use permit as specified in subsection A above, on or before 
the tenth anniversary of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. 

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection B above, the deadline for removal or 
modification of an existing wireless communication facility may be extended upon 
application by the owner of the facility, if the owner can demonstrate that as applied to the 
owners facility the amortization period stated in subsection B is unreasonably short when 
considering factors including, but not limited to, the depreciated value of the facility to be 
removed or modified, the remaining useful life of the facility to be removed or modified, 
and the harm to the public that would result from the continued existence of the facility 
without modification. 

(Ord. 778 § 1 (Exh. A), 2002) 

17.32.120 Installation of wireless communication facilities on sites with nonconforming 
conditions. Reserved  

Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, the installation of a wireless 
communication facility and ancillary structures may be permitted on a property on which 
there exists a nonconforming building, structure, use, or site condition, provided the 
wireless communication facility and ancillary structures are approved through a 
conditional use permit as required by the chapter, except that such installations shall not 
be permitted on any site on which there exists a nonconforming sign. 

(Ord. 778 § 1 (Exh. A), 2002) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT “I” 

AMENDING SECTION 17.34.010 (INTRODUCTION) OF CHAPTER 17.34 
(INTRODUCTION) OF DIVISION IV (PERMITS AND REVIEW) OF TITLE 17 

(“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CHAPTER 17.34 
INTRODUCTION 

 
§ 17.34.010. Introduction. 

The purpose of this division is to outline procedures together with various land use permit or 
approval options. 

Table 4-1 (Threshold of Review) identifies the full range of land use permit or approval options 
and the general review authority for the subject permit. 

 
 

Table 4-1 
Threshold of Review6

 

 
Type of Application 

 
See Chapter 

 
Director Review1

 

Commission 
Review2

 

City Council 
Review3

 

Amendments (General Plan, and 
Zoning Map/Ordinance)3

 

17.72 X X X 

Conditional Use Permit (Minor)7 17.48 X X  

Conditional Use Permits7
 17.48 X X X 

Development Agreements3
 17.56 X X X 

Development Plan Permits 17.42 X X X 

Development Plan Extension of 
Time8

 

17.42 X X X 

Home Occupation Permits 17.44 X   

Private Tennis Court or Sport 
Court (Associated with PDP 
Modification) 

17.30 X X  

Private Tennis Court or Sport 
Court Associated with Single- 
Family Residence 

17.30 X X  

Sign Permits4
 17.28 X X  

Sign Programs 17.28 X X  

Single-Family Permit 17.42 X   

Single-Family Permit Extension of 
Time 

17.42 X   

Specific Plans/Specific Plan 
Amendments3

 

17.54 X X X 

Street Names 17.58 X   

Street Name Changes 17.58 X X  

Temporary Use Permits 17.46 X   

Tentative Parcel Maps 16.12 X X  

Tentative Parcel Map Extension of 
Time 

 
 
  

17.68 X X  



 

 

 

 
 
 
Type of Application 

Tentative Tract Maps3
 

Tabl  
Threshold 

 
See Chapter 

16.12 

4-1 
of Review6

 

 
Director Review1

 

X 

 
 

Commission 
Review2

 

X 

 
 

City Council 
Review3

 

X 

Tentative Tract Map Extension of 
Time 

17.68 X X X 

Variances (Minor) 17.50 X   

Variances5
 17.52 X X  

 
 

Notes: 

1 The director may defer action and refer any permit or approval application to the commission for final 
determination. 

2 The commission may defer action and refer any permit or approval application to the council for final 
determination. 

3 Commission recommends to council for final determination. 

4 The director may approve signs thirty sq. ft. or smaller in size or signs which conform to an approved sign 
program. Other signs are reviewed by the commission. 

5 The commission shall recommend to the city council variances required in connection with a development plan 
permit or conditional use permit. 

6 Project review authority for development plan and conditional use permits is dependent on the land use type 
and is identified in Tables 2-2 and 2-4. 

7 The planning commission shall make recommendations to the city council on applications made pursuant to this 
chapter and the city council shall be the final reviewing authority; however, The review authority for 
wireless communication facilities shall be subject to the provisions of Section 17.32.060(A). which are to be  
completely enclosed within an existing structure shall be subject to the review and approval of  the director. 
Conditional uses within an existing building shall be subject to the review and approval of the director.  

8 The director may approve time extensions, but may defer, at directors discretion, such requests to the 
commission or city council for final action. 

  
 

 

(Ord. 777 § 1 (Exh. A), 2002; Ord. 818 Exh. A, 2002; Ord. 845 § 5, 2003; Ord. 912, § 3, 2005; 
Ord. 1030 § 2, 2011; Ord. 1219, 7/18/2024) 



 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT “J” 

AMENDING SECTION 17.48.045 (MINOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF 
CHAPTER 17.48 (CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) 

OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE 

[SEE ATTACHED] 

 



 
 
 

§ 17.48.045. Minor conditional use permits. 

Requests for a conditional use permit that involve establishment of a conditional use in an 
existing structure or expansion of a conditional use in an existing structure, where no exterior 
modifications to the structure are required may qualify for a minor conditional use permit and 
shall be subject to director review and approval. Wireless Communications Facilities as 
detailed in Chapter 17.32 may also qualify for a minor conditional use permit with the 
review authority determined by Section 17.32.060(A).  Tennis and sports courts (non-lighted) 
may also qualify for a minor conditional use permit with a recommendation by the director. Said 
application shall be made to the director of community development services and processed in 
accordance with Chapter 17.48. 
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Joy Tsai, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. 
    
A discussion ensued.  
 
MOVED/SECONDED BY GREY/CHANTER TO APPROVE THE 2024 GENERAL PLAN PROGRESS  
REPORT AND FORWARD IT TO THE CITY COUNCIL TO RECEIVE AND FILE. MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
6A. Extension of Time Case No. ET25-0001 for a One-Year Time Extension for Tentative Tract Map 
Case No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224) – Applicant: Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering on Behalf of 
La Paloma Homes, Inc. Consideration of the First One-Year Time Extension for Tentative Tract Map 
38224 (Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003), a 9-Lot Residential Subdivision on 4.77 Acres, 
Located in Section 30 at the Northeast Corner of Via Josefina and Ginger Rogers Road (APN: 685-080-
014) 
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Recommend to the City Council 1) Approval of the filing of a Notice of 
Exemption pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15162 
(Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations); and, 2) Approval of a one-year Extension of Time (ET25- 
0001) for Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), subject to the Conditions of Approval, 
and based on the content and Findings in the attached staff report. 
 

Joy Tsai, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. 
 
No public testimony was provided. 
 
A discussion ensued.  
 
MOVED/SECONDED BY GREY/BRYANT TO RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 
 

1. APPROVE THE FILING OF A NOTICE OF EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) GUIDELINES SECTION 15162 (SUBSEQUENT EIRS AND 
NEGATIVE DECLARATIONS); AND, 

2. APPROVE A TWO-YEAR EXTENSION OF TIME (ET25-0001) FOR TENTATIVE TRACT MAP CASE 
NO. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), SUBJECT TO THE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL, AND BASED ON 
THE CONTENT AND FINDINGS IN THE ATTACHED STAFF REPORT. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 
6B. Environmental Assessment Case No. EA24-0011 and General Plan Text Amendment Case No. 
GPTA24-0001 – Assembly Bill 2140 Safety Element Update. Applicant: City of Rancho Mirage. Location: 
City-Wide 
— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-PC-(Next-in-Order), recommending that the City 
Council take the following action: 1) Adopt Resolution No. 2025-(Next-in-Order) for the following actions: A) 
Find that the adoption of the updated General Plan Safety Element is not subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) (General Rule 
“Common Sense” Exemption); and, B) Approve General Plan Text Amendment Case No. GPTA24-0001, 
incorporating by reference the 2023 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan into the Safety Element in the City’s General 
Plan in accordance with Assembly Bill 2140. 
 

Joy Tsai, Senior Planner, presented the staff report. 
    
No public testimony was provided. 
 
A discussion ensued.  
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MOVED/SECONDED BY CHANTER/CURRAN TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2025-PC-03, 
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION: 1) ADOPT RESOLUTION 
NO. 2025-(NEXT-IN-ORDER) FOR THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: A) FIND THAT THE ADOPTION OF THE 
UPDATED GENERAL PLAN SAFETY ELEMENT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA), PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES SECTION 15061(B)(3) 
(GENERAL RULE “COMMON SENSE” EXEMPTION); AND, B) APPROVE GENERAL PLAN TEXT 
AMENDMENT CASE NO. GPTA24-0001, INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE 2023 LOCAL HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLAN INTO THE SAFETY ELEMENT IN THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ASSEMBLY BILL 2140. MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 
6C. Zoning Text Amendment Case No. ZTA25-0001 Applicant: City of Rancho Mirage. Consideration of 
an Ordinance Amending Section 17.20.040 (Development/Design Considerations) of Chapter 17.20 
(General Property and Use Standards), Repealing and Replacing Chapter 17.32 (Wireless 
Communication Facilities), Amending Section 17.34.010 (Introduction) of Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) 
of Division IV (Permits and Review), and Amending Section 17.48.045 (Minor Conditional Use Permits) 
of Chapter 17.48 (Conditional Use Permits) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code. 
Location: City-Wide 
 

— RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Resolution No. 2025-PC-(Next-in-Order), recommending that the City 
Council take the following actions: 1) Find that the adoption of the Ordinance has been reviewed in 
compliance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines, 
and that adoption of the Ordinance is categorically exempt from environmental review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15378 because it is not a “project”, 
and 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question 
may have a significant effect on the environment because the amendments involve general policy and 
procedure making; and 2) Introduce and adopt Ordinance No. (Next-in-Order), Amending Section 17.20.040 
(Development/Design Considerations) of Chapter 17.20 (General Property and Use Standards), Repealing 
and Replacing Chapter 17.32 (Wireless Communication Facilities), Amending Section 17.34.010 
(Introduction) of Chapter 17.34 (Introduction) of Division IV (Permits and Review), and Amending Section 
17.48.045 (Minor Conditional Use Permits) of Chapter 17.48 (Conditional Use Permits) of Title 17 (“Zoning”) 
of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code subject to addition of further amendments to the Municipal Code as 
may be recommended by staff, which are outside the purview of the Planning Commission, and therefore go 
directly to City Council. 
 

Ben Torres, Planning Manager, presented the staff report. 
    
The following individual provided public testimony: Brad Anderson. 
 
A discussion ensued.  

 
MOVED/SECONDED BY CHANTER/GREY TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2025-PC-04, RECOMMENDING 
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: 
 

1. FIND THAT THE ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE HAS BEEN REVIEWED IN COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) AND CEQA 
GUIDELINES, AND THAT ADOPTION OF THE ORDINANCE IS CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT FROM 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 
PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES SECTIONS 15378 BECAUSE IT IS NOT A “PROJECT”, AND 
15061(B)(3) BECAUSE IT CAN BE SEEN WITH CERTAINTY THAT THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY THAT 
THE ACTIVITY IN QUESTION MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
BECAUSE THE AMENDMENTS INVOLVE GENERAL POLICY AND PROCEDURE MAKING; AND, 
 

2. INTRODUCE AND ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. (NEXT-IN-ORDER), AMENDING SECTION 17.20.040 
(DEVELOPMENT/DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS) OF CHAPTER 17.20 (GENERAL PROPERTY AND 
USE STANDARDS),REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 17.32 (WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
FACILITIES), AMENDING SECTION 17.34.010 (INTRODUCTION) OF CHAPTER 17.34 
(INTRODUCTION) OF DIVISION IV (PERMITS AND REVIEW), AND AMENDING SECTION 17.48.045 
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Date Approved by Planning Commission:  
 
________________________________ 
Deanna Mendoza 
Development Services Technician 

(MINOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF CHAPTER 17.48 (CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) OF 
TITLE 17 (“ZONING”) OF THE RANCHO MIRAGE MUNICIPAL CODE SUBJECT TO ADDITION OF 
FURTHER AMENDMENTS TO THE MUNICIPAL CODE AS MAY BE RECOMMENDED BY STAFF, 
WHICH ARE OUTSIDE THE PURVIEW OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION, AND THEREFORE GO 
DIRECTLY TO CITY COUNCIL. MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Agostini adjourned the meeting at 3:29 P.M. 
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council members have selfish (self serving) issues that involves their own personal 
communication devices (cell phones) at their private residential properties for private and 
business Interests.  It's also palpable that selected areas within the city that have future 
planned development may desire to have wireless network systems easily available before 
construction begins and or the possibility of obtaining major profits from cellular facilities 
being constructed at selected locations.   Also, the City's unprecedented perverted 
massive insulation of surveillance devices (Automatic License Plate Recognition 
[ALPR/LPS] devices) throughout public right of ways and on private property easements 
within City boundaries may have a unholy desire to expand their network of surveillance 
devices for monitoring city residents and guests that travel on public streets/sidewalks 
with the use of an expanded wireless network.  

It's worth noting,  at the City of Rancho Mirage Council meeting of March 6, 2025 (Agenda 
Item: 6.) Their was NO verbal report provided by the contracted vendor (CelPlan 
Technologies) during that open public meeting.  A local media network did have that 
company representative submit audiovisual comments on their private network.  It's also 
worth noting,  that the city of Rancho Mirage issued an "progress payment" of $79,149.93 
to CelPlan Technologies Inc. Dated January 2025. 

It's reasonable to consider that Rancho Mirage administrators have taken extreme 
measures to weaken city requirements addressing public safety and long held safeguards 
to protect visual aesthetics throughout the city.  Administrative overreach with this 
proposal will damage the integrity of the once great spirit (Home town feel) of the city of 
Rancho Mirage and allow city administrators authority once preserved for only the city 
council.    Please recall that City Council member (O'Keefe) submitted a potentially 
prearranged multi-point approach to addressing the city proposed (Wireless Master Plan) 
without allowing the public prior information that related to that un-agendized potentially 
prearranged multi-point mentioned approached that was submitted for city council 
approval.  

It's necceary to state, that written remarks made by city officials towards cellular carriers 
not taking meaningful steps to address coverage gaps.  But instead blaming the city while 
marketing coverage service maps that were said to not align with other non-carrier 
collected data.  It's very careless to accuse private sector companies of non-existent 
actuations for what appears to be political showmanship techniques made from Rancho 
Mirage City Council members/staffers.  Similar actions were performed by city officials in 
regards to Southern California Edison's (SCE) willingness to not easily abide by Rancho 
Mirage city official demands in the past.  Please City of Rancho Mirage officials - consider 
ethical standards when representing the residents and businesses of Rancho Mirage. 

Chapter 17.32 Wireless Communication facilities 



It's very concerning that the city conspired to repeal (17.32.010) established in 2002.  And 
replaced its wording (propose) with dreamlike (not real) intentions to deceive and 
generalized the original intent of 17.32.010. Title and Purpose.  Item: D of the newly listed 
code clearly was designed to allow new (and yet to be announced) communication 
technologies avenues to be installed without proper authorization and review methods in 
potentially sensitive areas of the city (residental locations). 
 
(17.32.040)  Preferred locations 
 
It's highly recommended to abandon the motivation to potentially accommodate any 
wireless network facilities in and or near residential zones or child day care 
centers.  Currently dictating that location(s) within one hundred (100') feet of residential 
zones and child "day" care centers should submit a description of potential alternative 
sites (if any) is nonsensical.  It's reasonable to consider that the Director would still have 
the authority to approve the selected site location.  Families that would be subjected to 
precived unseen potential hazards from operational wireless network facilities are not lab 
specimens and should never be exposed to unseen potential dangers in the community 
from which they live (residental areas). 
 
It's worth noting,  sites that already are established wireless network facilities within the 
city of Rancho Mirage (such as on the campus of: Children Discovery Museum of the 
Desert (CDMoD)) have an array of antennas and were construted very near property 
boundaries and would clearly cause damage to adjacent properties if they were to fall or 
become damaged.  Those wireless network facilities may have a negative impact on small 
children that may be compromised with health related concerns and or other unknown 
negative effects that are yet to be discovered from discharges from wireless network 
facilities.   
 
(17.32.050)  newly created "Approval standards" 
 
B.  Facility provisions  
 
2.  It's recommended that base(s) and tower(s) should have greater setbacks than the 
underlying zoning district minimums.  Additional setbacks should account for the height of 
the wireless network facilities structure and their impeding appearance from near-by 
properties.    
It's reasonable to consider that limited fire protection services could reduced the 
possibilities of wind-blown burning elements cause from those wireless network facilities 
if damaged or overloaded.   Levels of security should be considered due to the unique and 
unusual political maneuvers to place those wireless network facilities in and or near 
residential zones with higher populations than other non-residential areas. 
 
3.  It's nonsensical to eliminate current wireless network facilities height restrictions.  The 
action to have NO ABSOLUTE HEIGHT LIMITS, imposed - except in addressing visual 



impacts is nonsensical and extremely dangerous for the safety of city residents and 
potentially wildlife that live and or travel near the impacted location(s).  It's reasonable to 
consider that the action of eliminating wireless network facilities overall height limits was 
proposed (or suggested) to appease carriers (special Interests). Such pandering to 
selected entities will harm the citys integrity and imagine of a safe community from which 
families are secure and safe from city government intrusion.  

D: Small Cell Facilities 

It's critical that light poles and or flag poles plus other infrastructure elements are not 
corrupted with private sector business devices (profit seeking companies elements).  It's 
reasonable to consider that the city of Rancho Mirage have already misused city essential 
infrastructure components (Intersection traffic light poles) and uncountable electricity use 
from those components to operate Automatic license Plate Recognition devices 
(ALPR/LPR) and other surveillance devices throughout the city.   

4. It's highly recommended to abandon the motivation to potentially accommodate an
acceptable length (distance) away from a proposed "small cell facility" and residential
(structures).  The proposed twenty-five (25') foot recommendation (except if approved by
property owners or HOA Boards to abandon that restriction) appears to be non-scientific
and potentially constructed for already selected location throughout the city.  Having
property owners and community boards deciding safety matters well outside their
expertise is nonsensical and may account for this city of Rancho Mirage current
recommendation.   It's highly recommended to recognize that residential properties
(structures) may have (24) hours a day activity within them.  And those residents shouldn't
be exposed to potential dangers while at their private properties (structures).

E:  Other Facilities 

It's highly recommended to have easily seen (at ground level) signage on ALL wireless 
network facilities that clealy identifies the service carrier and contact information and 
requested safety measures.  It's sensable to have similar identifies located on every 
installed Automatic license Plate Recognition device (ALPR/LPR) throughout the city for 
transparency aspects to residents that unknowingly financial those surveillance devices in 
their neighborhoods.  

(17.32.060)  Reviewing authority 

A. It appears that the "Director" will have absolute review authority (17.34.010) if
necceary.

B. Having the "Director" in complete control of review and approval of certain wireless
network facilities lacks attention to oversight activities from elected and appointed city
held positions.  And most importantly the general public (neighbors) will have no impact



(input) on potential health related concerns from near-by installed and 24 hours a day 
operation of those potentially hidden (Stealth) wireless network facilities.  

(17.32.070)  Supplementary materials 

It's alarming of the total removal of the  previous approved regulations (language) of this 
code that was updated in 2011.  Again the Director appears to have complete authority to 
wave certain requirements from applicants if desired.  

(17.32.080) newly created "Operations and maintenance" that eliminated "Construction 
time, abandonment and decommissioning" 

It appears that all aspects related to construction time limits have been removed from this 
element of the wireless network facilities construction code. 

(17.48.045)  Minor conditional use permits 

It's highly recommended to allow common sense and best practices protocols by having 
city council review procedures with open debate if needed. Having open and accessible 
public meeting(s) for public Inspection and public testimony would be 
suggested.   Wireless Communication facilities that are enclosed shouldn't have the same 
recommendations as a "non-lighted" Tennis and sports court.  City residents are entitled to 
have prior knowledge of potential health impeding aspects that are installed and operating 
24 hours a day within their neighborhoods.  

It's clear that current City of Rancho Mirage contracted employee (City Manager) Has been 
designated to streamline city regulations in regards to wireless network facilities being 
encouraging to enter the city.  While authorizing himself the authority to subvert the 
public's ability to monitor city actions in regards to potential wireless network facilities 
placements and selected type(s) of equipment being installed.  It's reasonable to consider 
that potential corrupted activities may also be encouraged because of the citys non-
transparent activities surrounding the removal and replacement of well established city 
policys (city codes) which will allow the people's business to be mainly operated and 
enforced by one individual (city manager) with little to NO oversight.  

It's critical that Independent review be available (accessible) when reviewing city held 
documented records pertaining to this subject.   Recently (December 2024) the City of 
Rancho Mirage made radical political maneuvers to reduce and or eliminate public 
testimony from being recorded accurately from public meetings held under it's 
authority.  It's highly likely that all public verbalize testimony in regards to this proposal 
(Public Hearing) will not be recognized and or recorded accurately within written meeting 
minutes of this commission.  (Hopefully because of this written statement - the current 
construction written meeting minutes will be correctly recorded). 



It's worth noting,  because of the citys action of eliminating the ability of public speakers to 
be recognized and recorded accurately within official meeting minutes - it's reasonable to 
consider that certain individuals would be disenfranchised and decide NOT be subjected 
to that form of city constructed censorship techniques by NOT providing verbalize public 
testimony in regards to this and other city issues.  

Please don't take any reprisal actions against my private property or person for statements 
(comments) that were submitted.  

Sincerely, 

Brad Anderson | 37043 Ferber Dr.  Rancho Mirage,  CA.   92270 

Cc: 
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL           
Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 (Tentative Tract Map No. 38224), 
Environmental Assessment Case No. EA22-0005, Extension of Time Case No. ET25-0001 
 
Special conditions (or portions thereof) are designated in bold.  Additions to the condition text 
are shown as bold and underlined. Deletions are shown in strikethrough. 
 
I. GENERAL 
 

1. All improvements shall conform to the provisions of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code 
(RMMC), Title 16, (Subdivisions), unless specifically modified by any of the following 
conditions. 
 

2. Development of the Subject Property shall require the appropriate entitlement process as 
determined by the Planning Division. 
 

3. This tentative map approval shall be effective until [DATE TO BE INSERTED] for two (2) 
years from the date of City Council approval.  A Final Map must be approved by the City 
within this specified time period, or the tentative map approval shall become null and void 
unless the expiration date for the tentative map is extended as provided by RMMC Section 
16.12.090. 
 

4. The applicant shall execute a written acknowledgment to the Planning Division stating 
acceptance of and compliance with all of the Conditions of Approval for this Tentative 
Tract Map and all associated cases, and that the plans submitted are in compliance with 
the Conditions of Approval.  No modifications shall be made to said plans without written 
approval from the appropriate decision-making body. 

 
5. The Conditions of Approval set forth herein may include certain fees, dedication 

requirements, reservation requirements, and other exactions.  Pursuant to Government 
Code Section 66020(d)(1), these Conditions constitute written notice of a statement of 
the amount of such fees, and a description of the dedications, reservations, and other 
exactions.  You are hereby further notified that the 90-day approval period in which you 
may protest these fees, dedications, reservations, and other exactions, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 66020(a), has begun. 
 

6. The development of the subject property shall conform substantially with the approved 
exhibits contained in Case No. EA22-0005 and TTM22-0003 and all associated cases 
on file in the Planning Division.  This includes all dimensional and size specifications, 
landscaping, hardscape, design treatments (including color and materials), and the 
locations of perimeter walls and plant materials as shown in the landscape exhibits. 
 

7. Prior to issuance of any permits, the applicant shall acknowledge that the approved 
project and any or all proposed modifications to the approved project shall be completed 
in accordance with applicable City Ordinances, Guidelines, and other requirements in 
effect at the time of building permit issuance. 
 

8. The mitigation measures contained in the adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 
based on Environmental Case No. EA130007 are hereby incorporated as 
Conditions of Approval.  The property owner shall be responsible for implementing 
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the mitigation measures contained within the adopted Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, as necessary.   
 

9. All green waste shall be disposed of at a permitted composting facility.  The applicant shall 
undertake or cause to be undertaken such action or actions as are necessary to permit 
and/or otherwise accommodate the implementation of recycling services.  Such action or 
actions may include, but are not limited to:  designating and providing adequate area at 
convenient locations with appropriate access for the placement of dumpsters and/or bin 
sets; constructing permanent enclosures that meet all requirements of the Code of the City 
of Rancho Mirage for each dumpster and/or bin set; providing for the security of each 
dumpster to discourage scavenging, and; providing adequate indoor area at convenient 
locations for the collection and short-term storage of recyclables.  The applicant shall submit 
a “Recycling Program” that has been reviewed by an agent of the City, which, at a minimum, 
explains, states or otherwise defines: (1) recyclables generated by type; (2) estimate by 
pounds for each recyclable generated; (3) number of dumpsters and/or plastic bin sets (one 
set equals three “baskets”) needed to accommodate estimated recyclables; (4) location of 
each dumpster (may be identified on a map attached as an exhibit); (5) method of collection 
such as curbside at each residential unit or at rear of property by dumpster, etc.; and (6) 
pick-up schedule for recyclables.  The applicant shall provide other such information as 
may be necessitated by the development proposal. 

 
10. Pursuant to Ordinance No. 1170, all gated communities of two or more residential units 

shall install a Knox entry system, consistent with any emergency access policy, for use 
by the Sheriff’s Department. The City Manager or their designee shall implement the 
requirement and enforcement of this Condition of Approval. 
 

11. Grading permits shall not be issued prior to vertical development entitlements 
unless approved by the Public Works or Development Services Director. 

 
II. PLANNING 

Prior to City Council approval of the Final Map, the following Conditions shall be 
satisfied: 
 

12. Street names and addresses for the subdivision shall be submitted to the Development 
Services Director or their designee and shall be subject to the approval of the City of 
Rancho Mirage pursuant to Chapters 12.06 and 17.58 of the Rancho Mirage Municipal 
Code.  The approved street name(s) shall be shown on the Final Map. 
 

13. A detail of the entry area, including landscape, architectural, and dimensional information, 
shall be submitted for review and approval by the Development Services Director or their 
designee. The Planning Division reserves the right to request additional 
landscaping upon final inspection if it is determined that areas are devoid of plant 
or ground cover material, or the execution of the landscaping plan does not comply 
with the purpose and intent of the Section 30 Design Guidelines. 

 
A. The approved landscape plan may be modified only with City approval in a manner 

pursuant to Section 17.42.120 (Modification of a Development Plan Permit).  Minor 
modifications to an approved plan may be considered by the Development 
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Services Director. 
 

B. The project shall be completed in accordance with the Ordinances, requirements, 
guidelines, and other criteria in effect at the time of construction. 

 
C. Landscaping, Wall, and Grading Plans shall demonstrate that all electrical 

transformers, utility pads, cable TV and phone boxes, and similar utility fixtures will 
be screened, pursuant to RMMC Chapter 17.20 and/or installed underground if 
required. 

 
D. Landscaping.  The plans shall be submitted as a Landscape Documentation 

Package in accordance with Ordinance No. 990, and as amended by Ordinance 
1101.  Such Plan(s) shall be consistent with the Preliminary Landscape Plan, and 
the applicant shall provide evidence that the landscape plan has been reviewed 
and approved by the Riverside County Office of the Agricultural Commissioner and 
the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) prior to requesting a final inspection.  
The final landscaping and irrigation plans shall incorporate the use of 
Evapotranspiration (ET) irrigation “smart” controllers which shall include automatic 
water scheduling, rain, and temperature sensors.  Prior to a final inspection, the 
landscape contractor shall verify in writing with Planning staff that controllers have 
been installed, are correctly programmed, and operate with these features.  More 
information on smart controllers can be found at www.irrigation.com.  
Landscaping shall be designed to endure blowsand conditions.  The project 
landscape architect shall submit written verification that the landscaping 
and irrigation has been installed per the approved plans.  Parkway and 
retention basin landscaping shall be installed prior to Final Map bonds being 
released. 

 
i. Vegetation with spikes that may be harmful to pedestrians shall be a 

minimum of three (3) feet away from walkways. 
 

E. Walls.  Where perimeter walls are shown on the development plan they shall be 
designed with aesthetic relief and be of high-quality architectural design to 
compliment adjacent developments.  In accordance with the Community Design 
Elements, the landscaped parkway and perimeter wall along all property lines shall 
be aesthetically enriched and subject to approval of Planning staff, with 
Architectural Review Board review as deemed necessary.  All top of wall elevations 
and adjacent finish grade elevations for the project perimeter and entry walls shall 
be subject to review and approval by the Planning Division and City Engineer.  The 
applicant shall contact the adjacent property owners if grading outside the 
subdivision boundaries is required for construction of the perimeter walls. This 
shall be accomplished prior to issuance of any permit. 
 

14. Future neighborhood signage shall be subject to approval and issuance of a separate 
sign permit or sign program. 

 
III. PUBLIC WORKS 
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Prior to City Council Approval of the Final Map, the following Conditions shall be 
satisfied: 

 
15. FORMATION AND/OR ANNEXATION TO CFD 

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 485 the applicant shall provide evidence that formation of, or 
annexation to a Communities Facilities District (CFD) No. 1 – Police and Fire services – 
to pay the City annually for public service costs associated with this project has been 
initiated.  This requires the submittal of an application fee, the preparation of a boundary 
map, and 6-8 weeks processing time.  The applicant is advised to begin the application 
process as soon as possible, because the CFD annexation must occur prior to issuance 
of Grading Permits, or prior to Final Map approval if there is one. 
 

16. STUDIES AND CALCULATIONS REQUIRED 
The applicant shall submit a soils report, geological and hydrology studies, and hydraulic 
calculations, as required by the City Engineer, prior to approval of the Grading Plan. 
 

17. SECTION 30 COLORED SIDEWALK 
Plans for the required Section 30 colored sidewalk, in accordance with City standards, 
shall be submitted to the Planning Division and City Engineer and shall be shown on the 
plan.  The sidewalk shall have a medium broom finish on 4” thick P.C.C (Portland Cement 
Concrete).  The color shall be Davis Co. “Yosemite Brown” or approved equal.  Where 
the sidewalk or street improvement and landscape is located on private property, a public 
access easement shall be provided and recorded, subject to the approval of the City 
Engineer.  The approved sidewalk shall be constructed along the project frontage and 
shall be maintained in perpetuity in a safe condition by the applicant. 
 

18. GRADING & DRAINAGE PLAN 
The applicant shall be required to submit a grading and drainage plan prepared by a 
licensed civil engineer to the City Engineer for plan check and approval.  The grading and 
drainage plan shall be consistent with any and all conditions of approval associated with 
any applicable subdivision map and any Development Permit entitlements issued for the 
subject project by the City or any other responsible public agency.  The grading and 
drainage plan shall conform to all city policies, standards, and regulations applicable to 
the project.  In addition, if the project involves grading and drainage issues related to 
Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) facilities, written evidence of the District’s 
approval shall be included with the submittal required by the City of Rancho Mirage.  The 
existing undeveloped area between the Equestrian Center oleander hedge and the 
southerly property line of this tract, approximately 45 feet wide, contains an 
existing CVWD 4” PVC water main, and overhead power & telephone lines.  This 
tract developer should work with the Equestrian Center to modify the landscaping 
in this area to make it a mutually beneficial utility and landscaping area. 
 

19. STORMWATER RETENTION 
The grading of the project shall be designed such that all storm water to the level of a 
100-year frequency storm; worst case of the 1, 3, 6, or 24-hour duration, shall be retained 
on site.  Per Municipal Code Section 15.64.140.B, if the project is less than 1 acre or if it 
is south of the Whitewater Flood Channel, the grading of the project may be designed for 
the drainage to be conveyed to an “acceptable disposal site as determined by the City 
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Engineer”.  Surface streets are not considered “an acceptable disposal site” for common 
“nuisance water” from sprinklers and cleaning.  Therefore, at a minimum, all projects shall 
make provisions to absorb such “nuisance water” to the satisfaction of the City Engineer.  
A Hydrology/Hydraulic Report, in accordance with the Riverside County Hydrology 
Manual, shall be submitted from a Registered Civil Engineer, showing how this 
stormwater is handled.  The “half-street frontage” area drainage may be taken care 
of with a catch basin (Public Works Standard Detail 300) with a pipe to the retention 
basin, or by using a combination drywell / catch basin per Public Works Standard 
Detail 311 (5’ upper chamber, 15’ lower chamber). 
 

20. STANDARD AGREEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 
The applicant shall execute and submit the City of Rancho Mirage’s Standard Agreement 
for Construction of Public Improvements for review and approval by the City Engineer and 
City Attorney. 
 

21. STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
Street improvements shall be required as specified below. Paved access in accordance 
with the City Master Plan of Streets and City Standards shall be provided to the 
subdivision.  Plans for the construction of the required street improvements shall be 
designed by a California Registered Engineer and approved by the City Engineer prior to 
Final Map approval.  All street construction shall be in conformance with these plans and 
the City’s General Plan and Standard Details.  Plans shall be approved prior to or 
concurrent with Final Development Plan approval and construction shall occur prior to 
occupancy.  The developer shall furnish proof that any Sewer and Water Improvement 
Plans have been reviewed and approved by CVWD.  The developer shall furnish proof 
that the Fire Marshal has approved the Water Plans and Street layout for the project. 

 
A. Public Streets – Via Josefina 

i. The right-of-way along Via Josefina at a width of 30 feet from centerline shall 
be dedicated to the City of Rancho Mirage if not already done.  An easement 
for the Section 30 Colored Meandering Sidewalk shall also be dedicated as 
part of the 7-foot-wide Landscape Lot east of the Via Josefina right-of-way. 

ii. Curb and gutter shall be installed along the project frontage with the curb face 
at 18 feet from centerline.  Asphalt paving shall be installed along the project 
frontage per City Standards. 

iii. Plans for the required 6-foot-wide “Yosemite Brown” colored meandering 
bike path per Standard drawing 500, shall be submitted to the City Engineer, 
and shall be shown on the landscape, street, and grading plans and shall be 
constructed along the frontage.  A sidewalk or alternative handicap accessible 
route shall be constructed from the bike path or sidewalk into the project.  
Where any meandering bike path is located on private property, a public access 
easement shall be provided and recorded subject to approval of the City 
Engineer. 

iv. The design of the entry way shall be subject to the approval of the City 
Engineer. 

v. Until such time as an alternative public storm drain system or street surface 
drainage system can be completed, this project must accept the responsibility 
for absorbing the water from the 100 year storm street drainage along the 
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project frontage and the tributary area upstream. 
vi. Landscape and irrigation plans for all public street parkways and median 

islands shall conform to City standards and be submitted for review and 
approval by the City Engineer and Planning Division. Boulders shall not exceed 
15 inches in height within 3 feet of a public street curb.  Canopy trees shall be 
placed a minimum of 10 feet from public street curb and a minimum of 3 from 
sidewalks.  Palm trees shall be placed a minimum of 3 feet from public street 
curb with a minimum trunk height of 10 feet.  Right of way lines shall be shown 
on the final landscape plan. 

 
B. Private Streets/Parking Lots 

i. Private street and/or parking lot paving shall consist of a minimum of 3” A.C. 
paving over 4” of compacted Class II aggregate base material.  On private 
streets and parking lots, and as may be required by a condition of approval, 
decorative concrete or other surfacing materials shall be reviewed by Public 
Works for conformance to Public Works standards. 

ii. On private streets and parking lots, non-standard curb and gutter may be 
acceptable if the City’s standard drainage criteria is satisfied, and the specific 
non-standard curb and gutter is approved by the Department of Public Works. 

iii. Private streets within the project shall be constructed with a minimum two-way 
travel way of 36 feet, with 37 feet minimum back-of-curb to back-of-curb.  
Any median islands shall have a minimum of 24 feet travel way clearance on 
either side of them, or as otherwise approved by the Fire Department.  Private 
street paving shall consist of a minimum of 3” A.C. paving over 4” of compacted 
Class II aggregate base material, or equivalent paving acceptable to the 
City Engineer. 

  
22. DEDICATION OF PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENTS 

A ten (10) foot public utility easement adjacent to the curb and gutter and edge of 
pavement shall be provided by the property owner for all public and private streets, and 
for public streets where the public right-of-way is less than the required 10 feet.  All 
necessary utilities: sewer, water, electric, phone, fiber optic communications, natural gas, 
and television cable shall be provided to the lots and along the property frontage, unless 
otherwise approved. 
 

23. DEDICATION OF DRAINAGE EASEMENTS 
All easements for drainage facilities necessary to accommodate the final approved 
Grading and Drainage Plan shall be offered for dedication to the appropriate serving 
agency.  Such offer shall be incorporated on the Final Map or as required by the City 
Engineer. 
 

24. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES REQUIRED 
All existing or proposed Imperial Irrigation District, General Telephone, CATV, or other 
overhead service facilities, shall be installed underground in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 12.16 of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code.  The undergrounding 
installation of all existing or proposed overhead distribution utility lines shall be completed 
and/or appropriate guarantee arrangements shall be entered into for any structure 
constructed pursuant to this approval as required by the City Engineer. Such guarantee 
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arrangement shall be approved by the City administrative staff and the City Attorney and 
shall include the posting of improvement security adequate to secure the periphery of the 
subject property; and as identified above and as required in Section 12.16 of the Rancho 
Mirage Municipal Code. 

 
25. SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 

A sanitary sewer system shall be required and shall be installed in accordance with the 
provisions established and set forth by the regulations of the Coachella Valley Water 
District, the Riverside County Department of Public Health, and/or the regional Water 
Quality Control Board.  All necessary easements shall be provided.  In accordance with 
the Section 30 Lift Station Agreement approved in 2003, the subdivider shall pay 
the $3,344 Lift Station Reimbursement Fee if they choose to go south with the 
sewer and utilize the lift station, as other 5-acre parcels in that situation were 
required to do.  The Section 30 Lift Station Reimbursement Fee shall be paid prior 
to issuance of permits. 

 
26. DOMESTIC WATER SYSTEM 

A domestic water system shall be required and shall be installed in accordance with the 
provisions established and set forth by the regulations of the Coachella Valley Water 
District, the Riverside County Department of Public Health, and/or the regional Water 
Quality Control Board.  All necessary easements shall be provided. 

 
27. LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN (LAQMP) 

The applicant shall prepare a Local Air Quality Management Plan (LAQMP) pursuant to 
Ordinance No. 855, Municipal Code Chapter 7.01.  Said LAQMP shall detail the project’s 
potential impacts upon the air quality of the area and any necessary mitigation measures 
and shall be submitted to the Public Works Department for review and approval prior to 
the issuance of the Grading Permit.  For ease of preparing a LAQMP, the applicant may 
contact the Public Works Department regarding use of the LAQMP worksheet.  Projects 
over 10 acres shall also submit the 8.5”x11” format Dust Control Plan required by the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District for review by the City.  At the time of 
payment of the permit fees the developer shall submit a “dust control deposit” to be 
determined from the acreage and the current fee schedule. 

 
28. SWPPP/NOI 

Prior to issuance of Grading Permits, the Property Owner shall submit the completed 
Notice of Intent (NOI) form and site plan with the appropriate fee, to the State Water 
Quality Control Board for the General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit.  The 
WDID number issued shall be placed on the cover sheet of the Grading Plans as Proof 
of Submittal.  The SWPPP promised by the NOI is required to be kept on the project 
site and may be requested for viewing by City or Water Quality Control Board 
personnel. 
 

29. BLOWSAND MITIGATION PLAN 
(For Section 30 and North of Ramon Only) Since this project is located in an area that 
is subject to occasional high winds and migrating sand, the subdivider shall be required 
to submit a blowsand mitigation plan prepared by a licensed civil engineer to the City 
Engineer for plan check and approval.  The blowsand mitigation plan shall identify the 
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specific measures and describe the specific procedures that will be implemented to 
adequately mitigate blowsand impacts on all of the project’s on-site and off-site 
improvements.  All improvements for blowsand protection shall be depicted on the 
project’s grading and drainage plan.  In addition, all marketing materials and CC&Rs shall 
identify that the project is located within a blowsand area. 

 
30. CONSTRUCTION IMPROVEMENT AGREEMENT 

The construction of all required public and private improvements, including but not limited to 
landscaping, sewer, water, curb and gutters, paving, drainage facilities, and other required 
improvements shall be completed prior to occupancy of any structure and/or the subdivider 
shall enter into an agreement, acceptable to the City, ensuring the construction of such 
improvements within eighteen (18) months of City Council approval of the Final Map. 

 
31. WRITTEN VERIFICATION 

Prior to release of bonds or financial guarantees, the applicant or his successor shall 
provide written verification that the improvements have been installed in accordance with 
the approved plans. 
 

32. AS-BUILT PLANS 
A complete set of “As-Built” Grading, Sewer, Water, Landscaping, Street, Storm Drain, 
and all other required improvement plans shall be submitted by the engineer of record for 
review and approval, prior to any occupancy or release of Subdivision Bonds. 
 

33. SUBDIVISION MAP 
A subdivision map shall be processed and recorded prior to any release of permits. 
 

34. SECURITY 
In accordance with the request of the Rancho Mirage Police Chief, the site shall be fenced 
and gated for security purposes.  Screening material shall be placed on the fence to help 
block blowsand and to block views through the fence.  If necessary, the applicant shall 
provide a state licensed private security officer during the time construction workers are 
not onsite. 

 
35. PAD CERTIFICATION 

Prior to release of Building Permits, a Pad Certification submitted from a Licensed Land 
Surveyor or Civil Engineer, attesting to the elevation matching the rough grade pad 
elevation shall be submitted to validate the rough grading completion. 

 
36. COMPACTION REPORT 

Prior to the release of Building Permits, the lot(s) for the building(s) shall have a 
compaction report submitted from a Geotechnical Engineer attesting to the buildable pad 
being compacted at least 90% of maximum relative density.  If any over-excavation, or 
slopes steeper than 2:1, are needed for the building pad, a Geotechnical Engineer shall 
submit a document attesting to the acceptability of this non-standard earthwork in 
accordance with the recommendations of the preliminary soil report. 

 
37. ASSESSMENT DISTRICT REAPPORTIONMENT 
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If the property to be subdivided is located within the boundaries of an Assessment District, 
assessments shall be reapportioned over the property to account for the newly created lots. 
 

38. PARK FEES 
Applicant shall pay all applicable parkland fees for the acquisition and/or development of 
community parks and recreational facilities in those amounts in effect at the time the 
grading permit is issued. 
 

39. IMPROVEMENTS COMPLETED PRIOR TO OCCUPANCY 
Prior to occupancy, the construction of all required public improvements, including but not 
limited to sewer, water, curb and gutters, paving to join, stormwater drainage facilities, 
and other required utility improvements shall be completed. 
 

40. CVWD LETTER 
Prior to occupancy, if applicable, a letter from Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) 
shall be submitted stating that all the district fees have been paid and all requirements 
have been met for development. 

 
IV. CITY ATTORNEY 

Prior to City Council approval of the Final Map, the following Conditions shall be 
satisfied: 

 
41. INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 

The permittee shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the City, its agents, officers, 
and employees from any claim, action, or proceeding against the City or its agents, 
officers, or employees to attack, set aside, void or annul this permit approval.  The City 
shall notify the permittee of any claim, action, or proceeding and the City shall cooperate 
in the defense.  If the City fails to notify the permittee of any claim, action or proceeding 
of which the City has written notice, the permittee shall not thereafter be responsible to 
defend, indemnify, or hold harmless the City. 

 
42. REIMBURSEMENTS 

The permittee shall reimburse the City for any court and attorney’s fees which the City 
may be required to pay as a result of any claim or action brought against the City because 
of this grant.  Although the permittee is the real party in interest in an action, the City may, 
at its sole discretion, participate in the defense of the action, but such participation shall 
not relieve the permittee of any obligation under this Condition. 
 

43. IMPROVEMENT SURETY 
Pursuant to Chapter 15.64.280 of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code, all public 
improvements proposed with the Development Plan submittal, or required by the adopted 
approval Conditions, shall be guaranteed by cash bonds, letters of credit, or other legal 
instruments acceptable to the City Attorney and City Council. 
 

44. RELEASE OF PLANS 
Written authorization must be obtained from any certified, licensed, or registered 
professional who signed the original building plans authorizing the plans to be made 
available by the City to all subsequent owners upon request (if on file with the City at the 
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time of the request) for use by any subsequent owners solely for the construction, 
maintenance, operation, and use of the subject building(s) at the Project Site. 
 

45. NOTICE TO CITY UPON DEFAULT, FORECLOSURE OR BANKRUPTCY 
In the event that the applicant receives a notice of default from any lender in connection 
with funds loaned to the applicant for the proposed development, or that any security 
instrument given by the applicant to any lender is foreclosed upon whether through a 
trustee’s sale or otherwise, or that the applicant files a petition for bankruptcy, the 
applicant shall immediately notify the City of such notice of default, foreclosure sale, 
and/or filing of the bankruptcy petition, as the case may be. 
 

46. DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS, AND RESTRICTIONS (CC&RS) 
The subdivider shall submit to the City a Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions (CC&Rs) which shall demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the City Attorney that 
the entire project will be developed and maintained in accordance with the intent and 
purpose of the approval. The approved documents shall be recorded concurrently. 
 

47. The applicant shall submit documents for recordation which clearly prohibit installation of 
improvements in the common area by individual homeowner or documents which allow 
and govern installation of such improvements within the identified common areas. The 
documents shall be subject to approval of the City Engineer and City Attorney. 
 

48. The CC&Rs shall be submitted to the City for review and shall contain provisions for a 
Homeowners' Association, with the unqualified right to assess owners of individual units 
for reasonable maintenance costs to common areas and improvements. The 
Homeowners' Association shall have the right to lien units of the owners who default in 
the payment of any assessment so provided. Any deed of trust recorded prior to said 
CC&Rs shall be subordinated to the CC&Rs. Any lien imposed shall not be superior to 
any lien for property taxes or government assessments. The CC&Rs will be clearly 
marked to identify those sections addressing the Conditions of Approval. 
 

49. The CC&Rs and tract marketing materials shall identify that the project site is 
located in an area of high winds and blowing dust. 
 

50. The CC&Rs shall require the Homeowners’ Association and property owners to 
comply with the Section 30 Design Guidelines. 

 
51. DISCLOSURE OF ADJACENT LAND USE 

Pursuant to Chapter 9.60 of the Municipal Code, the applicant shall disclose to any 
prospective purchaser of any buildable residential lot within the project, in a manner and 
form deemed acceptable by the City, the existence of the High Density Residential (R-H) 
zoned property to the east of the subject property. 

 
V. CONTRACT SPECIALIST 

Prior to City Council Approval of the Final Map, the following condition shall be 
satisfied: 

 
52. MAINTENANCE OBLIGATIONS 
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The current and future property owner(s) shall be responsible for maintaining in 
compliance with all City standards for the same, the on-site and off-site landscaping and 
integrated architectural features required by this entitlement; all perimeter landscaping 
shall be maintained in a first-class condition.  Landscape maintenance shall consist 
of regular watering mowing, pruning, fertilizing, clearing of debris and weeds, and the 
removal and replacement of irrigation systems, in compliance with all relevant and 
applicable provisions of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code.  Integrated architectural 
features must be kept in a manner which maintains the desirability of the immediate area 
and neighboring areas and respects the harmonious relationship with existing and 
adjoining developments.  Due regard for preservation of each feature and its intended 
irrigation with surrounding landscaping, buildings, structures, screening, and signs is 
required.  All features must be maintained in a manner commonly accepted by 
professionals who are experts in the care and preservation of each particular type of 
feature.  A covenant to assure continued maintenance of on-site and off-site required 
landscaping and integrated architectural features by the current and future property 
owners or other liable entity, consistent with the terms and provisions of this condition of 
approval, shall be prepared in a format approved by the City Attorney and recorded in the 
Office of the Riverside County Recorder against all parcels created with this subdivision 
and any subsequent amendments thereto. 

 
VI. FIRE MARSHAL 
 

53. The proposed project may have a cumulative adverse impact of the Fire Department’s 
ability to provide an acceptable level of service.  These impacts include an increased 
number of emergency and public service calls due to the increased presence of 
structures, traffic, and population.  The project proponents/developers will be expected to 
provide for a proportional mitigation to these impacts via capital improvements and/or 
impact fees. 

 
54. Fire Department emergency vehicle apparatus access road locations and design shall be 

in accordance with the California Fire Code, City of Rancho Mirage Municipal Code, and 
Riverside County Fire Department Standards.  Plans must be submitted to the Fire 
Department for review and approval prior to building permit issuance. 

 
55. Fire Department water system(s) for fire protection shall be in accordance with the 

California Fire Code, City of Rancho Mirage Municipal and Riverside County Fire 
Department Standards.  Plans must be submitted to the Fire Department for review and 
approval prior to building permit issuance. 
 

56. Prior to Building Permit issuance, the required water system, including all fire hydrant(s), 
shall be installed, and accepted by the appropriate water agency and the County Fire 
Department prior to any combustible building material placed on an individual lot. Contact 
the Fire Department to inspect the required fire flow, street signs, all weather surfaces, 
and all access and/or secondary access.  Approved water plans must be at the job site. 
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Planning Division 
69-825 Highway 111 

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 
Planning@RanchoMirageCA.gov 

(760) 328-2266    
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Thursday, May 15, 2025 – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Extension of Time Case No. ET25-0001 for 
Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 (TTM No. 38224) (“Project”) 

 
Applicant: Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering on behalf of La Paloma Homes, Inc. 
  
Request:  Consideration of an extension of time for the previously approved tentative 

tract map (“TTM 38224”).  TTM 38224 proposes the subdivision of ± 4.77 
gross acres within Section 30 into 9 single-family residential lots and 
common lots for a private cul-de-sac street and landscaped retention 
basins.  The time extension would allow additional time to complete the 
remaining requirements for the Final Map.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval on April 24, 2025. 

 
Location: Section 30, northeast corner of Via Josefina and Ginger Rogers Road.  

APN: 685-080-014 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held before the City of Rancho 
Mirage City Council regarding consideration of the above referenced extension of time 
application pursuant to Rancho Mirage Municipal Code Titles 16 and 17.  An initial study 
with supporting documents and a Mitigated Negative Declaration were prepared and 
adopted for the original approval of the Tentative Tract Map pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  A Notice of Determination was filed and posted on 
August 5, 2014.  Pursuant to the provisions of CEQA, Section 15162, the previously 
adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration for this Project is still valid and no new 
information is known that would significantly change any impacts.  No further 
environmental review is required.   
 
The Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, May 15, 2025, at 1:00 p.m., in the Council 
Chamber, 69-825 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, California, at which time and place pertinent 
testimony will be heard.  The file, including all environmental information, is available for 
public inspection at City Hall, Monday through Friday, between 8 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., and will 
be posted on the City’s website with the publication of the City Council Agenda, to be posted 
at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
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ET25-0001 (TTM38224)  May 15, 2025 
 
Written testimony may be submitted to the City Clerk via email to 
CityClerk@RanchoMirageCA.gov, or mailed to City of Rancho Mirage, ATTN: City Clerk, 
69-825 Highway 111, Rancho Mirage, CA 92270.  Written testimony must be received no 
later than 10:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting to be considered by the City Council. 
 
GOVERNMENT CODE § 65009 NOTICE: If you challenge this proposed activity in court, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public 
Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City Council 
sufficiently prior to the Public Hearing to enable its consideration by them. 
  
 

Vicinity Map – Not to Scale 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
TO:  Planning Commission  DATE: January 26, 2023 
 
FROM: Joy Tsai, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment Case No. EA22-0005 and Tentative Tract Map Case 

No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224) 

SPECIFIC REQUEST OR RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission: 
 

A. Consider the recommendation for the City Council to find Tentative Tract Map Case No. 
TTM22-0003 exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act and determine that 
the previously adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration based on Environmental 
Assessment Case No. EA130007 is still valid for the proposed project; and  
 

B. Consider the recommendation for the City Council to approve Tentative Tract Map Case 
No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), subject to the conditions of approval and based on the 
content and findings in the staff report. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Aerial Photo 
2. Public Hearing Notice 
3. Draft Notice of Exemption 

4. Adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 
5. Notice of Determination dated July 31, 2014 
6. Tentative Tract Map No. 38224 
7. Landscape Plans

 
FACTS 

1. Applicant: Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering on behalf of 
La Paloma Homes, Inc. 

2. Purpose of Request:  Subdivide a 4.77-acre parcel into nine (9) single-
family residential lots and other common lots for a 
private cul-de-sac street and landscaped retention 
basins. 

3. Location: The project site is located in Section 30, east of Via 
Josefina at the terminus of Ginger Rogers Road.  
APN: 685-080-014 

4. Parcel Size: 207,281 square feet (4.77 acres) 
5. Existing Streets: Via Josefina to the west 
6. Existing Land Use: Vacant land 

Approved by the City Council on February 16, 2023
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JUSTIFICATION OR INFORMATION CONTINUED: 
 

 
Planning Commission Staff Report AGENDA ITEM #  

7. Existing General Plan/Zoning: Very Low Density Residential (2 d.u./acre max. [R-
L-2]) 

8. Surrounding Land Use: N: Unimproved residential tract (TR 33329); E: 
Vacant; S: Former equestrian facility; & W: Single-
family residences 

9. Surrounding General Plan/Zoning: N, S, W: Very Low Density Residential (R-L-2); E: 
High Density Residential (9 d.u./acre max. [R-H]) 

10. Environmental Information: This Project is exempt from the requirements of 
CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15162.  A previously adopted Mitigated Negative 
Declaration based on Environmental Assessment 
Case No. EA130007 is still valid for this project.  No 
substantial changes are proposed to the project 
and no potential new impacts have been identified 
that would require further environmental review. 

11. Application Deemed Complete November 30, 2022 
 
SUMMARY 

The applicant, Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering, and owner, Mark Howard of La Paloma 
Homes, Inc., are requesting approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 38224 to create a nine-lot 
single-family residential subdivision.  The subject property is zoned Very Low Density 
Residential (R-L-2) and consists of a 4.77-acre parcel in Section 30 at the northeast corner of 
Via Josefina and Ginger Rogers Road. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The subject property is located in Section 30, which is bounded on the north by Dinah Shore 
Drive, on the south by Gerald Ford Drive, on the east by Monterey Avenue, and on the west by 
Bob Hope Drive.  The west half of Section 30 was annexed from the County of Riverside to the 
City in 1994.  A Master Circulation Plan for Section 30 was approved in 1999 with the intent to 
address drainage constraints and traffic issues, and last amended on December 18, 2014 for 
the realignment of Via Florencia.  The subject property is also subject to the Section 30 Design 
Guidelines, which contain provisions for enhanced landscaped parkways, walls, vehicular 
access gates, and subdivision entrances.  The City Council last amended the Design Guidelines 
in 2009. 
 
On July 31, 2014, the City Council approved a tentative tract map application (Tentative Tract 
Map No. 36621) and adopted a Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant to Environmental 
Assessment Case No. EA130007 for a ten-lot residential subdivision on the subject property.  
To maintain continuity in the residential land use pattern of the area, the City Council conditioned 
the removal of one such lot and ultimately approved the subdivision of the 4.77-acre parcel into 
nine residential lots.  Tentative Tract Map No. 36621 received one-year time extensions in 2016, 
2017, and 2018 in accordance with Rancho Mirage Municipal Code Section 16.12.090 for 
tentative map time extensions.  As a Final Map was not approved and recorded, the approved 
tentative map expired on July 31, 2019 as it did not qualify for any additional time extensions. 
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL           
Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 (Tentative Tract Map No. 38224) 
 
I. GENERAL 
 

1. All improvements shall conform to the provisions of the Rancho Mirage Municipal Code 
(RMMC), Title 16, (Subdivisions), unless specifically modified by any of the following 
conditions. 
 

2. Development of the Subject Property shall require the appropriate entitlement process as 
determined by the Planning Division. 
 

3. This tentative map approval shall be effective for two (2) years from the date of City 
Council approval.  A Final Map must be approved by the City within this specified time 
period, or the tentative map approval shall become null and void unless the expiration 
date for the tentative map is extended as provided by RMMC Section 16.12.090. 
 

4. The applicant shall execute a written acknowledgment to the Planning Division stating 
acceptance of and compliance with all of the Conditions of Approval for this Tentative 
Tract Map and all associated cases, and that the plans submitted are in compliance with 
the Conditions of Approval.  No modifications shall be made to said plans without written 
approval from the appropriate decision-making body. 

 
5. The Conditions of Approval set forth herein may include certain fees, dedication 

requirements, reservation requirements, and other exactions.  Pursuant to Government 
Code Section 66020(d)(1), these Conditions constitute written notice of a statement of 
the amount of such fees, and a description of the dedications, reservations, and other 
exactions.  You are hereby further notified that the 90-day approval period in which you 
may protest these fees, dedications, reservations, and other exactions, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 66020(a), has begun. 
 

6. The development of the subject property shall conform substantially with the approved 
exhibits contained in Case No. EA22-0005 and TTM22-0003 and all associated cases 
on file in the Planning Division.  This includes all dimensional and size specifications, 
landscaping, hardscape, design treatments (including color and materials), and the 
locations of perimeter walls and plant materials as shown in the landscape exhibits. 
 

7. Prior to issuance of any permits, the applicant shall acknowledge that the approved 
project and any or all proposed modifications to the approved project shall be completed 
in accordance with applicable City Ordinances, Guidelines, and other requirements in 
effect at the time of building permit issuance. 
 

8. The mitigation measures contained in the adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 
based on Environmental Case No. EA130007 are hereby incorporated as 
Conditions of Approval.  The property owner shall be responsible for implementing 
the mitigation measures contained within the adopted Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, as necessary.   





http://www.irrigation.com/
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 STAFF REPORT 

                
TO: Mayor and City Council DATE: February 16, 2023  
   
FROM: Joy Tsai, Senior Planner 
  
SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment Case No. EA22-0005 and Tentative Tract Map Case 

No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224) 
  
SPECIFIC REQUEST OR RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the City Council: 
 

A. Find Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 to be exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act and determine that the previously adopted Mitigated Negative 
Declaration based on Environmental Assessment Case No. EA130007 is still valid for the 
proposed project; and 
 

B. Approve Tentative Tract Map Case No. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), subject to the 
conditions of approval and based on the content and findings in the staff report. 

  
JUSTIFICATION OR INFORMATION 
 
PROJECT SUMMARY 

The applicant, Phillip Fomotor of Fomotor Engineering, and owner, Mark Howard of La Paloma 
Homes, Inc., are requesting approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 38224 (“Project”) to create a 
nine-lot single-family residential subdivision.  The subject property is zoned Very Low Density 
Residential (R-L-2) and consists of a 4.77-acre parcel in Section 30 at the northeast corner of 
Via Josefina and Ginger Rogers Road. 
 
The entitlement package includes the following applications: Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and Tentative Tract Map (TTM) to subdivide the subject property into nine single-family 
residential lots and lettered lots for common areas that include the private cul-de-sac street and 
two landscaped parkways with retention basins flanking the tract.  The residential subdivision 
will be gated, similarly to other residential subdivisions in the vicinity.  Access to the proposed 
parcels will be provided by the private cul-de-sac street off Via Josefina.  All agencies are 
expected to provide service to the proposed parcels, including providers of gas, electrical, water, 
sewer, and cable telecommunication services.   No residential development is being proposed 
in conjunction with the subject request.  Detailed site planning, building footprints, floor plan, 
exterior design, landscaping, and grading will be submitted for review during the development 
review application process for the future development of the proposed parcels.  The 

Approved by the City Council on February 16, 2023 
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development of the proposed parcels will be subject to the development standards of the 
underlying zoning district in effect at the time of application submittal. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

On January 26, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing to 
consider the Project.  No public comments were received during the public hearing.  As 
summarized in the minutes attached to this report, the Commissioners’ asked questions to which 
staff answered.  The Planning Commission staff report, and draft minutes are included as 
Attachments 4 and 5. 
 
After due consideration of the staff report, presentation, and public testimony, the Planning 
Commission made the following motion:  
 
MOVED/SECONDED BY GREY/CHANTER TO RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 

 
A. FIND TENTATIVE TRACT MAP CASE NO. TTM22-0003 TO BE EXEMPT FROM THE 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT AND DETERMINE THAT THE 
PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION BASED ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CASE NO. EA130007 IS STILL VALID FOR THE 
PROPOSED PROJECT; AND  
 

B. APPROVE TENTATIVE TRACT MAP CASE NO. TTM22-0003 (TTM 38224), SUBJECT 
TO THE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL AND BASED ON THE CONTENT AND 
FINDINGS IN THE STAFF REPORT. 

 
MOTION CARRIED 5/0. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The previously approved project (Tentative Tract Map No. 36621) for a ten-lot residential 
subdivision on the subject property was reviewed for compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Based on Environmental Assessment Case No. EA130007, 
the City prepared and filed an Initial Study and a Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for the Project.  A Notice of Availability was filed and posted with the Riverside 
County Clerk on May 6, 2014.  On July 31, 2014, the Mitigated Negative Declaration was 
adopted, and the tentative map application was approved.  To maintain continuity in the 
residential land use pattern of the area, the City Council conditioned the removal of one such lot 
and ultimately approved a nine-lot residential subdivision.  A Notice of Determination was filed 
with the Riverside County Clerk on August 5, 2014. 
 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 (Subsequent EIRs and Negative Declarations) provides that 
when an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration adopted for a project, no subsequent 
EIR shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency determines, on the basis of 
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substantial evidence in light of the whole record, that there are no new significant environmental 
effects due to a change in the project or circumstances, and there is no new information of 
substantial importance as identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162(a)(3).  The proposed 
project is a request to subdivide one 4.77-acre parcel into nine residential lots with common area 
lots for landscaped parkways with retention basins that flank Via Josefina.  With respect to the 
proposed project, the revisions from the previously approved tentative map are only minor 
technical changes that do not result in any new significant environmental effect(s).  Such minor 
changes include the landscape planting palette, project entry design, and minor lot line 
adjustments.  The current request does not propose to amend the project boundaries, uses, or 
development intensities of the original approval.  Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21166 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, the City analyzed whether the revisions would 
result in new significant impacts or substantial increase in severity of previously identified 
impacts.  Based on Environmental Assessment Case No. EA22-0005 and the City’s analysis, 
no subsequent EIR, supplemental EIR, or subsequent mitigation negative declaration is 
required.  No further environmental review is required. 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

On February 1, 2023, public hearing notices were mailed to property owners within a 1,000-foot 
radius of the parcel boundary and posted at the City’s designated community posting sites 
pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 17.74 of the Municipal Code.  Notification of the public 
hearing was published in The Desert Sun on February 5, 2023.  Any information addressed to 
the City Council, but received after completion of this final report, will be distributed at the public 
hearing.  No comments have been received as of the publication date of this report. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Aerial Photo 
2. Public Hearing Notice 
3. Draft Notice of Exemption 
4. Planning Commission Staff Report dated January 26, 2023 (Without Attachments) 
5. Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes January 26, 2023 
6. Adopted Mitigated Negative Declaration 
7. Notice of Determination dated July 31, 2014 
8. Tentative Tract Map No. 38224 
9. Landscape Plans  
 



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81033665619?pwd=c21PRjlYL3ZWR0VTcjcwd2JwUUNHZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81033665619?pwd=c21PRjlYL3ZWR0VTcjcwd2JwUUNHZz09
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CITY OF RANCHO MIRAGE
CITY COUNCIL, 

LIBRARY AND OBSERVATORY BOARD, 

HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD. 

AND THE CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTING

THE REDEVELOPMENT SUCCESSOR AGENCY

REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 16, 2023

1 :00 P.M . 

MINUTES

Pursuant to Assembly Bill No. 361 ( Effective September 16, 2021), there will be the

ability to teleconference into the meeting and the public may observe the meeting

and offer public comment as follows: 

At Meeting Location

City of Rancho Mirage

City Hall - Council Chamber

69-825 Highway 111

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270

Access Remotely Iii

Zoom Link: 

https:// us02web. zoom. us/ j/82951062090? pwd= SUdZbGRzT3

hVWjlkVXltYWGd09Odz09

Passcode: 665552

Webinar ID : 829 5106 2090

Zoom Call- In Nos.: 1 (669) 444- 9171 ( Carrier charges may apply) 

1 (888) 475- 4499 ( Toll Free) 

SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRED FOR THE PUBLIC IF ATTENDING IN PERSON

CALL TO ORDER - 1 :00 P.M. 

a) Flag Salute - Led by Council Member Marker. 

b) Roll Call: Mallotto, Marker, Weill, Downs, Kite - All Present. 

Mayor Pro Tern Downs noted he would preside over the meeting as Mayor Kite was still recovering

from a minor medical procedure. 

PRESENTATIONS

Waste Disposal and Recycling Services Update by Burrtec. 

Clara Vera, Municipal Marketing Manager at Burrtec, congratulated newly elected Council Members. 

She provided an update on the new recycling program recently implemented in accordance with

Senate Bill 1838. She also expressed appreciation to the community and City for their support, which

led to a great outcome. 

02/16/2023 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 6

ATTACHMENT 8



NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENTS

Wally Melendez , member of the public, spoke of a need for a hydrogen fuel cell station. 

COUNCIL/ BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS/ REPORTS

Council Member Weill noted he attended the recent Lunar Festival at The River and presented

a video highlighting the event. He commented it was a terrific success and congratulated both

the Cultural Commission and The River for sponsoring the event. 

Council Member Mallotto shared her participation at the Rancho Mirage Writers Festival and

encouraged the community to attend the 2024 festival. She also announced upcoming programs

and exhibits at the Rancho Mirage Library and Observatory. 

Council Member Downs provided an overview of Rancho Mirage' s signal synchronization

program and noted how the City would be supportive of and cooperative with the Coachella

Valley Association of Governments ( CVAG) CV Sync program. 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS - None. 

Note: Due to an interruption in internet connection, the meeting was recessed for a break at

1 :21 P .M. and reconvened at 1 :30 P.M. 

CONSENT CALENDAR

Isaiah Hagerman, City Manager, presented the below- listed Consent Calendar items : 

1 . Approve December 15 , 2022, Regular Meeting Minutes. 

2. Approve January 19, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes. 

3. Approve Fourth Extension of Completion Date for Tract Map No. 36809- 2 - Del Webb

Rancho Mirage. 

4 . Approve Third Extension of Completion Date for Tract Map No . 36809 -3 - Del Webb

Rancho Mirage. 

5. Adopt Resolution No . 2023-( Next- in-Order). Adopting Investment Policies Pertaining to

the Investment of City Funds . 

6 . Receive and File the December 31, 2022 Quarterly Treasurer' s Report . 

7 . Approve Special Assistance Fund ( SAF) Awards. 
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