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EDUCATION 
2019 - 2025 Stanford University 

Doctorate of Philosophy in Race, Inequality, and Language in Education 
PhD Minor in Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity 

2011- 2013 George Washington University 
Masters of Professional Studies in Publishing 
Concentration in Editorial 

2005 - 2009 Stanford University 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 
Concentration in Social Psychology and Interpersonal Processes 
Minor in International Relations 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS AND AREAS OF TEACHING COMPETENCE 
Archival Research Methods; Black Studies; History of African American Education; Literacy 
Studies; Qualitative Research Methods; Race and Racialization  

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS 
2024 Massengale, C. Inextricably bound: Racialized Blackness and (il)literacy in the 

United States’ imaginary. In Boda, P. (Ed.). Educational injustice among margins and 
centers: Theorizing critical futures (pp. 77-96). Peter Lang. 

2024 Martínez, R.A. & Massengale, C.. Translanguaging and racialized multilingual 
children: Envisioning dual language education for working-class students of color. In 
Freire, J., Menken, K.L., & Delavan, M.G. (Eds.). Overcoming the Gentrification of 
Dual Language, Bilingual, and Immersion Education: Solutions-Oriented Research 
and Stakeholder Resources for Real Integration (pp. 129-144). Multilingual Matters. 

In preparation Massengale, C. Self-directed learning as self-determination: A textual analysis of 
literacy learning in narratives from formerly enslaved people. 

In preparation Massengale, C. Toward ethnographic fabulation as a theory and method for the 
analysis of historical and contemporary Black literacy practices.  

In preparation Massengale, C. “I thought I was something then!”: A transtemporal study of Black 
childhood literacies. 

In preparation Massengale, C. “Carry me to my home in Africa”: Collective storytelling as a Black 
liberatory pursuit and literacy practice. 

In preparation Massengale, C. The politics of retranscription. 

mailto:coco.massengale@usu.edu
https://cocomassengale.faculty.bio/


 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

2025 
(accepted) 

Massengale, C. “The Struggle to be Literate: Denial of Literacy and Limitations of 
Perception.” Paper to be presented at the annual conference of the Literacy Research 
Association. Las Vegas, NV. 

2025 
(accepted) 

Massengale, C. “Toward ethnographic fabulation as a theory and method for the 
analysis of historical and contemporary Black life.” Poster to be presented at the 
annual conference of the American Anthropological Association. New Orleans, LA. 

2025 
(accepted) 

Massengale, C. “Self-directed learning as self-determination: A textual analysis of 
learning in narratives from formerly enslaved people.” Paper to be presented at the 
annual conference of the Association for the Study of African American Life and 
History. Atlanta, GA. 

2025 
 

Massengale, C. “Toward ethnographic fabulation as a theory and method for the 
analysis of historical and contemporary Black literacy practices.” Invited poster 
presented at the annual conference of the American Educational Research 
Association. Denver, CO. 

2024 Massengale, C. “‘Where our Forefathers Come From’: An Archival and Ethnographic 
Study of Black American Storytelling about Africa.” Invited poster presented at the 
annual conference of the American Educational Research Association. Philadelphia, 
PA. 

2024 Martínez, R.A. & Massengale, C.  “Translanguaging and racialized multilingual 
children: Envisioning dual language education for working-class students of color.”  
Paper presented at the annual conference of the American Educational Research 
Association. Philadelphia, PA. 

2023 
 

Massengale, C. “Literacies for Liberation: An Archival and Ethnographic Study of 
Black Literate Lives Through Time.” Roundtable paper presented at the annual 
conference of the Literacy Research Association. Atlanta, GA. 

2022 Massengale, C. “Inextricably bound: Racialized Blackness and (il)literacy in the United 
States’ imaginary.” Paper presented at the annual conference of the Literacy Research 
Association. Phoenix, AZ. 

2022 Massengale, C. “The Past as a Portal to the Future: Lessons in Literacy Learning from 
Formerly Enslaved People.” Paper presented at the annual conference of the National 
Council of Teachers of English Assembly for Research. 

2021 Massengale, C. “Self-Directed Learning as Self-Determination: Lessons in Literacy 
Learning from Formerly Enslaved People.” Paper presented at the annual conference of 
the Literacy Research Association. Atlanta, GA. 

 
FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS 
2024 - 2025 NAEd/Spencer Foundation Dissertation Fellowship 

The National Academy of Education 

http://www.ncte.org/
http://www.ncte.org/


2024 - 2025 CCSRE Graduate Teaching Fellowship (Declined) 
Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity, Stanford University 

2023 - 2024 Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship 
The National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine 

2023 - 2024 AERA Minority Dissertation Fellowship in Education Research (Declined) 
American Educational Research Association  

2023 - 2024 CCSRE Graduate Teaching Fellowship (Declined) 
Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity, Stanford University  

2022 James W. Lyons Award for Service, Stanford University 
2021 Stanford Community Impact Award, Stanford Alumni Association 
2019 - 2021 Enhancing Diversity in Graduate Education Doctoral Fellowship,  

Vice Provost for Graduate Education, Stanford University 
 
GRANTS 
2022 Student Projects for Intellectual Community Enhancement grant for the 

Critical Studies of Blackness in Education, Stanford Vice Provost for Graduate 
Education  

2021 GSE Students Collaborative Learning Fund grant for the Critical Studies of 
Blackness in Education, Stanford Graduate School of Education 

2021 GSE Students Collaborative Learning Fund grant for the Women of Color 
Collective, Stanford Graduate School of Education 

2021 Student Projects for Intellectual Community Enhancement grant for the 
Critical Studies of Blackness in Education, Stanford Vice Provost for Graduate 
Education 

2020 GSE Students Collaborative Learning Fund grant for the Women of Color 
Collective, Stanford Graduate School of Education 

2017 - 2019 Grant awarded for the Brookview Literacy Initiative Implementation 
Evaluation Implementation Study Supplement, Teach For America 

 
WORKING PAPERS AND TECHNICAL REPORTS 
2020 Massengale, C., Choi, L., O'Day, J., & Knudson, J. One system for all: A multi-tiered 

system of supports in Sanger Unified School District. Policy and practice brief. 
California Collaborative on District Reform. 

2019 Stoker, G., Drummond, K., Massengale, C., Bahr, C., Lin, S., & Vaughn, S. Dyslexia 
and related disorders reporting study. American Institutes for Research. 

2018 Massengale, C., Knudson, J., & O’Day, J. Always room for improvement: The 
California system of support as a catalyst for change. California Collaborative on 
District Reform. 

2018 Fleming, G., Massengale, C., & Auchstetter, A. District excellence in the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas: A case study of four high performing districts. Texas Comprehensive 



Center. 
2017 Keizer, J., Herrera, A., Massengale, C., & Fleming, G. The 2016–17 high-quality 

prekindergarten grant: The road to quality in 10 Texas districts and charter schools. 
Texas Comprehensive Center. 

2016 Herrera, A., Massengale, C., Fleming, G., & Gonzales, L. 2015–2016 reward schools 
case studies: Statewide report. Texas Comprehensive Center. 

2016 Massengale, C., Brennan, D., & Gonzales, L. 2015–2016 reward schools case study 
report: KIPP SHINE Preparatory School. Texas Comprehensive Center. 

2016 Massengale, C. & Gonzales, L. 2015–2016 reward schools case study report: 
Daingerfield Junior High School. Texas Comprehensive Center. 

2016 Massengale, C. & Gonzales, L. 2015–2016 reward schools case study report: 
Lancaster Elementary School. Texas Comprehensive Center. 

2015 Kidron, Y., Blumenthal, D., & Massengale, N. Moving Jewish educators to the next 
stage in their career: An evaluation of New York University’s dual master’s and 
doctoral programs in education and Jewish studies. American Institutes for Research. 

 
TEACHING 
Fall 2025 ITLS 6545 Advanced Learning Theory: Sociocultural Perspectives, Instructor 

of Record, Utah State University 
Spring 2022 
Spring 2023 
Spring 2024  

EDUC 450A Qualitative Analysis in Education, Instructor of Record, Stanford 
University 
Required doctoral course introducing students to the traditions and tools of 
qualitative research in order to begin preparing them to design and conduct their own 
independent research  

Winter 2021 
Winter 2022 

CSRE 292/EDUC 392 Education for Liberation: A History of African 
American Education, 1800 to the Present, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Stanford 
University 
Undergraduate and graduate course examining discourses around education and 
freedom in Black educational thought from the nineteenth century to the present   

Fall 2021 
Fall 2022 
Fall 2023 
Winter 2024 

EDUC 200B Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods, Graduate 
Teaching Assistant, Stanford University 
Required master’s-level course introducing students to core concepts and methods of 
qualitative research 

Summer 2022 CSRE/FGSS/AAAS Bing Honors College, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Stanford 
University 
Two-week accelerated course to support undergraduate students writing honors 
theses in Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity, Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies, or African and African American Studies  
 

https://feminist.stanford.edu/
https://feminist.stanford.edu/


INVITED TALKS 
Spring 2024 Literacy: A Moral(ized) & Racial(ized) Project, Invited Lecturer, Stanford 

University 
Prepared and delivered to the Stanford Teacher Education Program’s course on the 
Centrality of Literacies 

Winter 2024 Fundamentals of a Black Studies Mind, Invited Lecturer, Stanford University 
Prepared and delivered the introductory session of the Graduate Orientations to 
Black Studies Series hosted by the cross-disciplinary Stanford Black Studies Collective 

 
SELECTED RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
2022 Qualitative Researcher, Evaluation of the Duke Endowment Summer Literacy 

Initiative, Duke Endowment 
2015 - 2020 Qualitative Task Lead, Evaluation of the Brookview Literacy Initiative, Teach 

for America 
2018 - 2019 Qualitative Researcher,  Dyslexia and Related Disorders Reporting Study, 

Texas Education Agency 
2017 - 2019 California Collaborative on District Reform (CCDR), multiple funders 
2014 - 2019 Monitoring Site Visits, Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education 
2016 - 2019 District Excellence Case Study Project, Texas Comprehensive Center 
2016 - 2017 Texas Education Agency High-Quality PreKindergarten Case Study, Texas 

Comprehensive Center 
2015-2016 Reward Schools Case Studies Project, Texas Comprehensive Center 
2015 - 2016 Study of California's Transitional Kindergarten Program, multiple funders 
2015 - 2016 Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers Academy Evaluation, ExxonMobil 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
2023-2024 UTSA P20 Pathways to Education Research Training Program 

Stanford University Liaison to University of Texas at San Antonio 
2024 Stanford Research Conference 

Graduate Student Panelist for POC and FLI Experiences in Academia Panel 
2022 - 2023 Center for Comparative Studies of Race & Ethnicity Mentorship Program 

Graduate Mentor, Stanford University 
2020 - 2023 Critical Studies of Blackness in Education 

Co-founder and Executive Board Member, Stanford University 
2021 - 2022 Graduate School of Education Inclusion Council 

Student Representative and Committee Chair, Stanford University 
2020 - 2022 Women of Color Collective 

Executive Board member, Stanford University 



 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
American Educational Research Association 
Association for the Study of African American Life and History 
Literacy Research Association 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
2010 - 2023 American Institutes for Research, Washington, DC and San Mateo, CA 

Researcher, 2017 - 2023 
Research Associate, 2012 - 2017 
Research Assistant, 2010 - 2012 

2009 - 2010 Research Consultant, The World Bank, Washington, DC 

2009 - 2010 Legislative Intern, United States House of Representatives, Washington, DC 

2008 - 2009 Research Assistant, Stanford University Department of Sociology, Stanford, CA 

2008 - 2009 Elementary Instructor, Foundations4Education, Palo Alto, CA 

 
 

2020 - 2021 Black Studies Collective 
Planning Committee Member 
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