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TAMIL NADU HISTORY, CULTURE & HERITAGE 30 September 2026

Tamil Scholars Padhumanar and A.R. Venkatachalapathy Honoured with 
Prestigious Awards

Eminent Tamil scholar V. Padhumanar and historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy were presented awards by the Dr. 
U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer Library.

Annual awards instituted by the Dr. U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer Library to honour exceptional research and contributions 
to Tamil literature and history.

KEY EXAM POINTS

Tamil scholar V. Padhumanar was conferred the Mahavidwan Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai Award for his 
lifelong contribution to Tamil language.

Historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy received the Dr. U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer Award for his outstanding 
contribution to Tamil historical research.

The award ceremony was organized by the Dr. U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer Library at the VIT Chennai campus.

Assembly Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar presented the awards, citations, and cash prizes to the scholars.

VIT Chancellor and Library Chairman G. Viswanathan presided over the celebration event.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

Dr. U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer (1855–1942), reverently called 'Tamil Thatha ', played a historic role in recovering 
and publishing ancient Sangam Tamil manuscripts.

Mahavidwan Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai was a legendary 19th-century Tamil scholar and spiritual teacher 
who mentored U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer.

U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer first published 'Civaka Cintamani' in 1887, initiating the scientific publication of 
classical Tamil texts.

The Dr. U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer Library was established in Chennai in 1943 to preserve rare palm-leaf 
manuscripts and ancient books.

British Government honoured U.Ve. Swaminatha Iyer with the title 'Mahamahopadhyaya' in 1906 for his 
monumental literary service.

Historian A.R. Venkatachalapathy is prominent for his research on Tamil print culture, Subramania Bharati's 
works, and social history.

REVISION FLASHCARD

V. Padhumanar and A.R. Venkatachalapathy received Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai and U.Ve.S. awards from 
U.Ve.S. Library.

Syllabus Relevance: Crucial for Group 1, 2, 2A and 4 under Unit 8 (Tamil Society, Literature and Cultural Heritage).
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