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POLITY & CONSTITUTION 19 August 2026

Supreme Court Directives on Combating Child Trafficking in India

The Supreme Court delivered a landmark judgment in the K. P. Kiran Kumar versus State case, issuing 
strict guidelines to prevent child trafficking.

Child trafficking is a severe form of exploitation involving the illegal recruitment, transport, or transfer of 
minors, which violates constitutional rights.

KEY EXAM POINTS

The Supreme Court in K. P. Kiran Kumar versus State held that child trafficking violates children's 

fundamental right to life under the Constitution.

The Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 provides robust penal provisions for defining and punishing 
offences related to human and child trafficking.

The Palermo Protocol serves as the international benchmark defining and addressing transnational 
organised human trafficking.

Effective Centre-State collaboration is emphasized as vital for countering exploitation and rescuing 
trafficked minors across jurisdictional boundaries.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the protection of life and personal liberty, forming 
the bedrock for child rights protection.

Article 23 of the Constitution explicitly prohibits human trafficking and forced labour as a 
fundamental right.

Article 24 of the Constitution prohibits the employment of children below the age of 14 years in 
factories and hazardous mines.

Article 39(e) and 39(f) under the Directive Principles of State Policy direct the State to protect 
children against exploitation and ensure healthy development.

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act  (ITPA) is the premier legislation in India for preventing 
trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation.

India ratified the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its 
supplementary Palermo Protocol.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Article 23 of the Indian Constitution explicitly prohibits human trafficking and forced labour.

Syllabus Relevance: High relevance for Group 1 and Group 2 questions on fundamental rights, child 
protection, and constitutional articles.
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