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CURRENT EVENTS 19 July 2026

Srinagar's Vichar Nag Temple Sees Puja Again

A 'Pran Pratishtha' ceremony was held at the historic Vichar Nag Temple in Srinagar, marking a return for
Kashmiri Pandits.

The Vichar Nag Temple is a historic Hindu shrine in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, significant for the
Kashmiri Pandit community.

KEY EXAM POINTS

® A'Pran Pratishtha' ceremony was held at the historic Vichar Nag Temple in Srinagar on July 20, 2026

® Scores of Kashmiri Pandits attended the ceremony, marking a return to their cultural heritage.
® The temple area was once a hub of militancy, leading to Pandit families leaving in the 1990s.

® Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha visited the shrine and reviewed the
renovation.

® The L-G stated that the temple's revival serves as a "historic bridge" for the community.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

Kashmiri Pandits are an ethno-religious community of Kashmiri Hindus native to the Kashmir Valley.
The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, divided the state into two Union Territories.

A Lieutenant Governor is the constitutional head of a Union Territory in India, appointed by the
President.

'Pran Pratishtha' is a Hindu ritual to consecrate an idol or deity in a temple.

Srinagar serves as the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir, situated on the banks of the Jhelum
River.

The exodus of Kashmiri Pandits from the Kashmir Valley occurred primarily due to militancy in the
1990s.

Unit 4 of the TNPSC syllabus covers History and Culture of India, including temple architecture and
monuments.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Srinagar's Vichar Nag Temple revived, significant for Kashmiri Pandits.

Syllabus Relevance: High
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