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Senegal Hosts Africa’s First-Ever Youth Olympic Games

Senegal has commenced the 2026 Youth Olympic Games in Dakar, marking the first time an 
Olympic event is being held on African soil.

The Youth Olympic Games are a multi-sport event organized by the International Olympic 
Committee for young athletes aged 14 to 17.

KEY EXAM POINTS

Senegal is hosting the 2026 Youth Olympic Games, marking the historic first Olympics ever to 
be held on African soil.

The games feature approximately 2,665 young competitors aged 14 to 17 from around the 
world.

Athletes are competing across 25 sports and 153 medal events in the Senegalese capital of 
Dakar.

The event marks the official return of Russian athletes to the Olympic platform and also 
includes a dedicated refugee team.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

The Youth Olympic Games (YOG) were first conceptualized by International Olympic 
Committee President Jacques Rogge in 2001.

The inaugural Summer Youth Olympic Games were held in Singapore in the year 2010.

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) headquarters is located in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Pierre de Coubertin is internationally recognized as the founder of the modern Olympic 
Games in 1894.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Senegal is hosting the 2026 Youth Olympic Games, marking the first time an Olympics is held 
on African soil.
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