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POLITY & CONSTITUTION 18 October 2026

National Medical Commission Directs Medical Colleges to Establish
Patient Safety Committees

The National Medical Commission mandated medical colleges across India to form institutional patient safety
committees and designate nodal officers.

An institutional mechanism established within medical colleges to monitor, evaluate, and strengthen hospital safety
practices across multiple domains.

KEY EXAM POINTS

® The National Medical Commission directed all medical colleges to establish institutional patient safety
committees.

® The newly proposed safety committees will operate across 11 distinct healthcare domains.

® The committee will be chaired by the director, head of the institution, or medical superintendent.

® |nstitutions are required to designate a specific patient safety nodal officer.

® Committee details and nodal officer particulars must be shared with the National Patient Safety Secretariat.

® The Secretariat functions under the Directorate-General of Health Services.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

The National Medical Commission replaced the Medical Council of India through an Act passed in 2019.

Health is a state subject under the Seventh Schedule of the Indian Constitution, while medical education falls
under the Concurrent List.

Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees the Right to Life and Personal Liberty, which has been interpreted
by the Supreme Court to include the right to health and medical care.

Directive Principles of State Policy under Article 47 direct the State to raise the level of nutrition and the
standard of living and to improve public health.

The Directorate-General of Health Services functions as an attached office of the Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

Tamil Nadu has one of the highest numbers of medical colleges and MBBS seats among Indian states,
bolstered by robust public health infrastructure.

REVISION FLASHCARD
National Medical Commission directed medical colleges to establish institutional patient safety committees

chaired by heads of institutions.

Syllabus Relevance: Important for understanding regulatory bodies in the health sector and governance frameworks
under Indian Polity.
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