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POLITY & CONSTITUTION 05 October 2026

Madras High Court Dismisses Plea Against 'Vettri Payanam' Scheme

The Madras High Court dismissed a petition challenging the constitutional validity of the Tamil Nadu 
government's 'Vettri Payanam' scheme.

'Vettri Payanam' is a Tamil Nadu government scheme providing no-fare bus travel for women across the 
state.

KEY EXAM POINTS

The Madras High Court dismissed a writ petition challenging the constitutional validity of the 'Vettri 
Payanam' scheme.

The petition was filed by a private bus operator from Erode district.

Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul Murugan heard the case.

The court granted liberty to the petitioner to pursue other legal remedies available under the law.

The 'Vettri Payanam' scheme offers no-fare travel to 84.32 lakh women every day.

The dismissal of the petition occurred on October 5, 2026.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

The 'Vettri Payanam' scheme is also known as 'Vidiyal Payanam', launched in May 2021 by the M.K. 
Stalin government.

The scheme provides free bus travel for women in government ordinary fare buses across Tamil 
Nadu.
Article 226 of the Indian Constitution empowers High Courts to issue various writs, including for the 
enforcement of fundamental rights.

Judicial review is the power of the judiciary to examine the constitutionality of legislative 
enactments and executive orders.

The Madras High Court was established in 1862, making it one of the three original High Courts in 
India.

Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), particularly Article 39, aim at securing adequate means 
of livelihood and equal pay for equal work for men and women.

The 'Vettri Payanam' scheme aligns with the state's welfare policies aimed at women's 
empowerment and economic independence.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Madras High Court dismissed a plea challenging the constitutional validity of Tamil Nadu's 'Vettri 
Payanam' (Vidiyal Payanam) scheme.
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