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Madras HC Restricts Non-Hindu Entry in Agamic Temples

The Madras High Court ruled that non-Hindus with religious markers or those unwilling to pledge reverence cannot
enter Tamil Nadu's Agamic temples.

A landmark judicial ruling by the Madras High Court regarding the regulation of entry for non-Hindus into Agamic
temples based on traditional customs and sanctity.

KEY EXAM POINTS

® The Madras High Court division bench comprising Justices G.R. Swaminathan and P. Murugan delivered the
ruling on November 2, 2026.

® The court ruled that non-Hindus sporting religious markers or failing to furnish undertakings showing reverence
cannot enter Agamic temples.

® The bench clarified that visitors do not need to convert to Hinduism, provided they respect the deity and follow
temple customs.

® Authorities were directed by the court to enforce entry rules strictly without yielding to any political pressure.
® The court explicitly specified that this ruling applies strictly to Agamic temples built according to specific

shastras.

DID YOU KNOW..I?

Agamic temples are Hindu shrines constructed strictly in accordance with Agama Sastras governing rituals,
worship methods, and architecture.

The Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (HR&CE) Act governs the administration of
temples in the state.

Article 25 of the Indian Constitution guarantees freedom of religion, subject to public order, morality, and
health, alongside state regulation of religious practices.

Article 26 of the Constitution grants religious denominations the right to manage their own affairs in matters
of religion, subject to public order.

The Madras High Court was established under the Indian High Courts Act 1861, alongside the High Courts
of Calcutta and Bombay.

Pallava and Chola dynasties played a foundational role in constructing major Agamic and rock-cut temple
architectures across Tamil Nadu.

REVISION FLASHCARD
Madras HC ruled that non-Hindus with religious markers cannot enter Agamic temples without expressing

reverence.

Syllabus Relevance: Highly relevant for TNPSC Unit 8 (Tamil Nadu Culture, Heritage and Temple Architecture) and Unit
5 (Indian Polity - Judiciary and Fundamental Rights).
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