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POLITY & CONSTITUTION 17 July 2026

Lok Sabha Expansion to 815 Seats: MP Raises Concerns

Congress MP Karti Chidambaram warned that a proposal to expand Lok Sabha to 815 seats would make the House 
ineffective and marginalize southern states.

The Lok Sabha is the lower house of India's Parliament, with its members directly elected by universal adult suffrage.

KEY EXAM POINTS

Karti Chidambaram, a Congress MP, expressed concerns over the proposal to expand Lok Sabha seats.

The proposal suggests increasing the strength of the Lok Sabha to 815 seats.

He stated that this expansion would make the House "ineffective".

The MP also highlighted that it would further reduce the political weight of the southern States.

Karti Chidambaram is the Lok Sabha member from Tamil Nadu’s Sivaganga constituency.

He urged the Centre to consult all political parties before making a decision.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

Article 81 of the Indian Constitution deals with the composition of the House of the People (Lok Sabha).

Article 82 mandates the readjustment of Lok Sabha seats after each census.

The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976 froze Lok Sabha seats based on the 1971 census until the 
year 2000.

The 84th Constitutional Amendment Act of 2001 extended the freeze on Lok Sabha and Assembly seats until 

2026.

Currently, the Lok Sabha has 543 elected members.

The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha is 550 elected members, following the 104th Amendment Act which 
removed Anglo-Indian nomination.

The Delimitation Commission is responsible for redrawing Lok Sabha and Assembly constituencies.

Seats are allocated to states in the Lok Sabha primarily on a population basis, as per the Constitution.

Southern states have expressed concerns that their effective population control measures could lead to 

reduced representation if delimitation is based on recent census data.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Lok Sabha seats frozen until 2026 by 84th Amendment Act, 2001.
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