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Ken-Betwa Project: Tribal Opposition Explained

Tribal communities are protesting against the Ken-Betwa river-linking project over rehabilitation, 
compensation, and environmental concerns.

The Ken-Betwa Link Project aims to transfer surplus water from the Ken river in Madhya Pradesh to the 
Betwa river in Uttar Pradesh.

KEY EXAM POINTS

Protests against the Ken-Betwa river-linking project are driven by concerns over rehabilitation, 
compensation, and environmental impact.

Amit Bhatnagar, a leader of the protest, was involved in the agitation in Chhatarpur district, Madhya 
Pradesh.

The Madhya Pradesh Police ended the protest on Sunday, July 19, 2026.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

The Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) is considered India's first major river interlinking project.

The project aims to transfer water from the Ken river in Madhya Pradesh to the Betwa river in Uttar 
Pradesh.

A key component of the KBLP is the construction of the Daudhan Dam.

The project is expected to submerge a significant portion of the Panna Tiger Reserve  in Madhya 
Pradesh.

The Union Cabinet approved the Ken-Betwa Link Project in December 2021.

The project is part of the National Perspective Plan for interlinking rivers, formulated by the Ministry 
of Water Resources.

The National Water Development Agency (NWDA) is responsible for identifying and preparing 
feasibility reports for river interlinking projects.

Article 262 of the Indian Constitution deals with the adjudication of disputes relating to waters of 

inter-state rivers or river valleys.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Ken-Betwa project links Ken (MP) and Betwa (UP) rivers, impacting Panna Tiger Reserve.
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