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J. Sivashanmugam Pillai: TN's First SC Assembly Speaker

A news article highlighted the legacy and contributions of J. Sivashanmugam Pillai, Tamil Nadu's first 
Scheduled Caste Assembly Speaker.

J. Sivashanmugam Pillai was a prominent leader and the first Scheduled Caste member to serve as the 
Speaker of the Tamil Nadu Assembly.

KEY EXAM POINTS

J. Sivashanmugam Pillai became the first Scheduled Caste member to serve as the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly Speaker in 1946.

He was known for his impartiality, with former Chief Minister K. Kamaraj acknowledging his unbiased 
conduct.

He demitted the office of Speaker in 1955.

Following his tenure as Speaker, he became a Member of the Union Public Service Commission (

UPSC).

J. Sivashanmugam Pillai was elected to the Rajya Sabha in 1962.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

The term "Depressed Classes" was historically used to refer to communities now known as 

Scheduled Castes (SCs).

The Speaker of a State Legislative Assembly is the presiding officer, elected by the members of the 
Assembly.

Article 178 of the Indian Constitution deals with the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly.

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) is a constitutional body established under Article 
315 of the Indian Constitution.

Rajya Sabha, the Upper House of the Indian Parliament, represents the states and union territories.

K. Kamaraj served as the Chief Minister of Madras State (now Tamil Nadu) from 1954 to 1963.

The Ashoka Pillar, adopted as the National Emblem of India, symbolizes peace and goodwill.

REVISION FLASHCARD

J. Sivashanmugam Pillai was Tamil Nadu's first Scheduled Caste Assembly Speaker (1946).
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