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Election Commission Appeals Against Cleared Voters Raise Legal 
Questions

Legal scrutiny arose over Election Commission officials filing appeals against 16.10 lakh voters whose names were 
earlier cleared during the West Bengal SIR.

An analysis of the statutory authority of election officials under the Representation of the People Act to file appeals 
against cleared electoral entries.

KEY EXAM POINTS

Election Commission officials filed appeals against 16.10 lakh voters in West Bengal whose names were 
earlier cleared by judicial officers.

Scrutiny was raised regarding whether the officials had the statutory authority to file such appeals under the 

Representation of the People Act.

Opposition parties in West Bengal demanded the immediate scrapping of these appeals and called for a 
judicial probe into the matter.

The affected electors had initially faced scrutiny after being flagged for logical discrepancies during the West 
Bengal SIR process.

Statutory electoral authorities designated under the Act include the CEO, DEO, ERO, and AERO.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

The Representation of the People Act was enacted by Parliament in the year 1950 to regulate the conduct 
of elections and preparation of electoral rolls.

Article 324 of the Constitution vests the superintendence, direction, and control of elections in the Election 
Commission of India.

The Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) supervises the election work in a State or Union Territory on behalf of the 
Election Commission of India.

Electoral Registration Officers (EROs) are responsible for the preparation and revision of electoral rolls for 
assembly constituencies under Section 13B of the RP Act, 1950.

The Goswami Committee on Electoral Reforms was constituted in 1990 to recommend measures for 
reforming the electoral system in India.

Indrajit Gupta Committee on State Funding of Elections was appointed in 1998 to examine financial support 
for election campaigns.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Article 324 of the Constitution vests superintendence and control of elections in the Election Commission of 
India.

Syllabus Relevance: Essential for studying constitutional bodies, election machinery, and statutory powers under the 
Representation of the People Act.
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