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INDIAN POLITY 14 July 2026

ECI to Madras HC: No Child Influence on TN Voters

The Election Commission of India informed the Madras High Court that there cannot be a presumption of
children influencing voter behavior in Tamil Nadu.

A clarification by the Election Commission of India to the Madras High Court regarding the alleged influence
of minors on voter behavior during Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly elections.

KEY EXAM POINTS

® The Election Commission of India (ECI) stated to the Madras High Court that children did not
influence voter behavior in Tamil Nadu's Legislative Assembly elections.

® ECI emphasized that all voters are adults capable of taking independent decisions.
® The poll body also highlighted that voters are protected by law for maintaining the secrecy of voting.

® The Election Commission agreed to examine the issue and frame guidelines, if necessary, regarding
minors in election campaigns.

® This clarification was published on July 15, 2026.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is an autonomous constitutional body responsible for
administering elections in India.

Article 324 of the Indian Constitution vests the power of superintendence, direction, and control of
elections in the Election Commission.

The ECI consists of a Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and such number of other Election
Commissioners (ECs) as the President may fix.

The tenure of the CEC and ECs is six years or until they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is
earlier.

The Madras High Court, established in 1862, is one of the three oldest High Courts in India, along
with Calcutta and Bombay.

Article 326 of the Constitution provides for adult suffrage, ensuring that every citizen above 18 years
of age has the right to vote.

The 61st Constitutional Amendment Act of 1989 reduced the voting age from 21 years to 18 years.

The Representation of the People Act, 1951, contains provisions related to the conduct of elections
and the secrecy of voting.

REVISION FLASHCARD

ECI clarified to Madras HC that children did not influence TN voter behavior.
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