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DGCA Extends Pilot Rest Rule Implementation Deadline to March 2027

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation extended the deadline for airlines to implement revised pilot rest rules to
March 31, 2027, citing crew shortages and operational cost pressures.

Directorate General of Civil Aviation regulatory guidelines governing pilot duty time limitations, rest periods, and
night-duty safety standards to prevent fatigue.

KEY EXAM POINTS

® The Directorate General of Civil Aviation extended the full implementation deadline for revised pilot rest
rules to March 31, 2027.

® This extension marks the third time the regulatory body has relaxed the timeline due to ongoing crew
shortages and operating cost concerns.

® Revised Flight Duty Time Limitations expanded night duty duration by an hour, covering midnight to 6 am
instead of midnight to 5 am.

® The updated regulations capped the number of night landings at two and restricted night duty duration to a
maximum of 10 hours.

® Pilot associations have opposed these repeated regulatory extensions, arguing that they undermine safety
measures and fatigue management.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

Directorate General of Civil Aviation functions as the apex national regulatory body for civil aviation under
the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

Aircraft Act was enacted in 1934 to regulate the manufacture, possession, use, operation, sale, import, and
export of aircraft in India.

International Civil Aviation Organization establishes international standards and recommended practices
for civil aviation security and safety.

Chicago Convention of 1944 established the core principles for international civil aviation and created the
International Civil Aviation Organization.

Ministry of Civil Aviation oversees regional connectivity schemes like UDAN to promote affordable domestic
air travel across India.

Bureau of Civil Aviation Security acts as the independent regulatory authority for civil aviation security in
India under the Aircraft Act 1934.

REVISION FLASHCARD

DGCA extended the deadline for airlines to implement revised pilot rest rules to March 31, 2027.

Syllabus Relevance: Important for understanding national transport infrastructure regulations, aviation sector policies,
and safety governance.
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