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POLITY & CONSTITUTION 01 October 2026

Centre Defers TN By-election Decision to ECI

The Centre informed the Madras High Court that the Election Commission of India (ECI) would decide on
conducting byelections for five vacant constituencies in Tamil Nadu.

Byelections are held to fill vacancies in legislative bodies, with the Election Commission of India responsible
for their conduct as per constitutional provisions.

KEY EXAM POINTS
® The Centre informed the Madras High Court about its decision on September 29, 2026.

® The decision regarding the conduct of byelections for five vacant constituencies in Tamil Nadu has
been left to the Election Commission of India (ECI).

® The constituencies mentioned include Tiruchi East, Perundurai, Ambasamudram, and Viralimalai.

® The Additional Solicitor General conveyed the Union Ministry of Law and Justice's stance to the
court.

® Advocate General Vijay Narayan, representing the Tamil Nadu Assembly Secretary, stated he would
not take sides on the PIL petition.

DID YOU KNOW..!?

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is an autonomous constitutional authority responsible for
administering election processes in India.

Article 324 of the Indian Constitution provides for the establishment, powers, and functions of the
Election Commission.

The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners are appointed by the
President of India.

Their term of office is six years or until they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

The Representation of the People Act, 1951, specifically Section 151A, mandates the ECI to hold
byelections within six months of a vacancy.

The Madras High Court was established in 1862 and is one of the three oldest High Courts in India.

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) allows individuals or groups to seek judicial intervention on
matters of public importance.

REVISION FLASHCARD

Centre leaves decision on Tamil Nadu byelections to Election Commission of India.
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