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TAMIL NADU GEOGRAPHY & INTER-STATE DISPUTES 28 July 2026

Cauvery Water Dispute: TN Terms CWRC's 3,500 Cusecs Water Release 
Insufficient

CWRC directed Karnataka to release 3,500 cusecs of water daily to Tamil Nadu for 15 days, which TN termed 
insufficient citing a cumulative shortfall of 9.5 tmc ft.

The Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) monitors water availability, storage levels, and regulates daily 
water release between Cauvery basin states.

KEY EXAM POINTS

CWRC ordered Karnataka to release 3,500 cusecs of water daily to Tamil Nadu for 15 days.

Tamil Nadu received only around 3.5 tmc ft of water since June 1 against the calculated requirement of 13 
tmc ft.

Tamil Nadu reported a cumulative shortfall of approximately 9.5 tmc ft due to rainfall deficiency in the 
catchment area.

Tamil Nadu emphasized that 3,500 cusecs release is insufficient to meet delta agricultural and drinking 
water demands.

The CWRC determined the water release quantum after reviewing rainfall data and storage levels across 

Cauvery reservoirs.

STATICS & SYLLABUS FOCUS

Article 262 of the Indian Constitution empowers Parliament to legislate on the adjudication of inter-state 
river disputes.

The Inter-State River Water Disputes Act was enacted by Parliament in 1956 under Article 262.

The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal  (CWDT) was constituted on June 2, 1990 to resolve inter-state water 
sharing.

On February 16, 2018, the Supreme Court allocated 177.25 tmc ft of water annually to Tamil Nadu in a 
normal year.

The Central Government notified the Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) and CWRC in June 
2018.

River Cauvery originates at Talakaveri in the Brahmagiri range of Western Ghats in Kodagu district, 

Karnataka.
The Cauvery basin spans four administrative units: Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, and Puducherry.

REVISION FLASHCARD

CWRC regulates daily Cauvery water release; Article 262 governs inter-state river water disputes in India.

Syllabus Relevance: Highly relevant for Group 1, 2, 2A, and 4 exams under Indian Polity (Article 262), Geography 
(Rivers), and Unit 8/9.
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