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POLITY & CONSTITUTION 23 October 2026

Cabinet Secretariat declines individual complaints by Election
Commissioners against ECI official

An RTI reply revealed that the Cabinet Secretariat declined to act on complaints filed individually by Election
Commissioners against a senior ECI official.

A procedure regarding administrative complaints and institutional protocols within the Election Commission of India
(ECI).

KEY EXAM POINTS

® Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi wrote to Cabinet Secretary TV
Somanathan on July 29.

® The complaints raised concerns over the conduct of Senior Deputy Election Commissioner Maneesh Garg.
® The grievances highlighted alleged changes to the work allocation of senior officials in the poll body.
® The Cabinet Secretariat declined to act, stating the complaints were made in an individual capacity.

® The Secretariat observed that acting without official communication from the Commission as a whole would
be inappropriate.

DID YOU KNOW..!I?

Article 324 of the Constitution provides for the superintendence, direction, and control of elections to be
vested in an Election Commission.

The Election Commission originally consisted of only the Chief Election Commissioner under Article 324(2).

The Election Commission (Amendment) Act 1989 made the ECI a multi-member body by appointing two
Election Commissioners.

Chief Election Commissioners and Election Commissioners hold office for a term of six years or until they
attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only in like manner and on the like grounds as
a Judge of the Supreme Court.

Other Election Commissioners can be removed only upon the recommendation of the Chief Election
Commissioner.

REVISION FLASHCARD
Cabinet Secretariat declined individual complaints by Election Commissioners regarding an ECI official, citing

lack of official communication from the full Commission.

Syllabus Relevance: Important for understanding constitutional bodies, the Election Commission of India, and
administrative protocols under Article 324.
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