RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON WRTIRIW 211 Imn

Lubavitch A
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213

YPINE 1 YhDK 0

493-9250
" 'J f]”?P‘I-\:.

ByaRtheMGrFACEMOTENG=d
LLag B'Omer, 5747
May 17, 1987

BIEO KISy RN

His Excellency
President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

reeting and Blessing:

Once again, dear Mr. President, it is a genuine
pleasure to acknowledge your kind felicitations on the
occasion of my recent birthday.

I was 1mpressed with your meaningful Proclamation of
"Education Day, USA" in connection with the Joint Resolution
Of the United States Congress, and I sincerely appreciate
your heading the roster of signatories to the "International
Scroll of Honor" affiliated with it. Its mention of
"the historical tradition of ethical values andgd principles,
which have been the bedrock of society from the dawn of
civilization when they were known as the Seven Noahide Laws,
transmitted through G-d to Moses on Mount el , U g &

ClaVsionMc ANt N to all¥l "mankind .

Furthermore, 1t 1s particularly gratifying that VYOou use
this occasion to bring to the attention of the Nation and
of the International community the need of upgrading
education 1in terms of moral values, without which no true

education can be considered complete.

Consistent with your often declared position, that
"no true education can leave out the moral and spiritual

dimensions of human life and human striving," vou,
Mr. President, once again remind parents and teachers, in

the opening paragraph of your Proclamation, that their
sacred trust to children must include "wisdom, love,

decency, moral courage and compassion, as part of everyonets
education." Indeed, where these values are lacking, education

ISt o use aticlassical \phrase - ¥like a“body without a
SO



May I add, Mr. President, that:the current year in
+the Jewish Calendar (5747) is a "Sabbatical Year"
(Leviticus 25:1-7). One of the underlying purposes
of this unique institution, which calls for rest from
certain agricultural activities, is that it provides
additional time which should be spent on more intensive
study, and on_activities dedicated to morally uplifting
pursuits. This lesson has special significance in this
day and age, when, largely as a result of what you
rightly call incomplete education, moral and ethical
standards have not kept pace with technological

advancement.

In conclusion, I wish to assure you, dear
Mr. President, that I deeply appreciate your personal
warm sentiments and good wishes, which I heartily
reciprocate in the words of our Sages, "Whoever blesses
others is blessed by G-d Himself," the Source of All
Blessings, 1n a generous measure.

With prayerful wishes for your and the First Lady's
good health and prosperity, and

With esteem and blessing’\\,\%@\
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