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By the Grace of G-d
Rosh Chodesh Elul, 5746
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Rabbi Dr. Dov Mandelbaum
55 Bonita Vista Road
Mount Vernon, N. Y. 10552

Greeting and Blessing:

I duly received from Rabbi Groner the letters with reference

to me, more precisely, to my failure to respond to your correspond-
ence.

Let me say at once that your complaints are completely justi-
fied. I can only ask your indulgence to judge me "in the scale, of
merit." I assure you that my failure to respond does not reflect
anything in the nature of "cold shoulcdering," as you put it. As
for an explanation of the absence of written responses on my part -
I plead “"guilty without explanation," since an explanation would
have to be rather lengthy and beyond f(he scope of this letter. I
must therefore rely on the “t /% /5 , that you will believe
me when I say that the cause has absolutely nothing to do with you.

The reason I am writing to you now is not hard to find, since
we have entered the month eof Elul, whea it is time to make amends
for past failures. And although, obviously, these few lines can-
not quantitatively suffice for all that has been omitted, they,
hopefully, can suffice in terms of quality ~nd real content.

As you know, the month of Elul,- as explained by the well-
known allegory of the Alter Rebbg /&% the time when "The King is
in the field." This is the time when the King is pleased to be
greeted by the workers in the field, and is particularly gracious
to accept their petitions (Likutei Torah, Re'eh 32, col. 2). All
of us, together and individually, are of course, included in this
extraordinary and auspicious opportunity.

May it indeed be so with you and yocur wife, to enjoy many,
many good and pleasant years together. And "good and pleasant"
in your case includes the fullest utilization of the capacities
that HaShem has bestowed on you for the benefit of the "Prat' and
YRial.®

\,

With prayerful wishes for a Kesivo vaChasimo Tovo, for a
good and sweet year, and

With esteem and
blessing,



BRernard _.f/V(anclE[Eaum

55 BONITA VISTA ROAD » MOUNT VERNON. NEW YORK 10552
(914) 6642691
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By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichoth,
O74b, + ‘Brooklyn, N X<

Rabbi Dr. Dov Mandelbaum
55 BonitaiVista Rd. R
Mt. Vernon; N:<Y. 10552

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to receive your letter of Sept. 18th,
with the enclosures.

To begin with a blessing, this gives me the opportuni-
ty to reiterate my prayerful wishes for a Kesivo vaChasimo
Tovo, for a good and sweet year, including the fulfillment of
your heart's desires for good in the matters about which you
wrote.

If I may make a remark, in the spirit of the o0ld Jewish
custom, I am surprised at your reaction to my letter, in your
words 1777 37 &% . Surely there has not been any
greater man than Moshe Rabbeinu, and Rashi (in a Commentary
even on the level of a five year o0lu child beginning to learn
Chumash)(remarks about Moshe Rabbeinu  k4pv31) wya k%) a11a

2:3 2avow

You also know that when the daughters of Tzelofchod pre-
sented to Moshe Rabbeinu their claim for inheritance, adding
that their father had no part in Korach's Rebellion (39 years
earlier), Moshe Rabbeiiu immediately disqualified himsel T
from making a judgment, considering their remark as a possible
"bribery," and, instead, presented their case directly to
HaShem, as explained in various Commerntaries.

Anyway, the important thing is that it is always good to
clear up any possible misunderstanding, especially when a
good personal relationship is involved.

JpINDY 7210 N3IvY A3b AdYnnY aho h>7212a

With esteem and 12 TR Y3%1 Y
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Just received the books To Live With Meanihg, nTavY Nanx .
Many thanks(also for the 077912172 u’11p)
Taysh ,NIBRY Cnn AR 72pT 9'yx fnan anchea Inxy "MoyaY"t peny 1107 anand
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By the Grace of G-d
29th of Tishrei, 5747
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Rabbi Dr, Dov Mandelbaum
55 Bonita Viasa Rd.
FMt. Vernon, N. Y. 10552

Creeting and Blessing:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Oct. 28th, and pre-
vious correspondence,

First of all, I wish to express my pleasure at seeing you in Shul
wrapped in a Tallis with an Attara, etc,

As for rhe subject matter of your present letter, and in answer to
your questinns:

1) My remark about the saying of our Sages, "Accept the truth from
whoever said it," a well known saying which has been mentioned also in re-—
sard to Aristotle, who has been quoted many times, although his personal
life is well known (and the same in regard to Plato) — there is certainly
&0 need teo emphasize to you the viewpoint of our Torah, Toras Chaim, as to
the importance of knowing the kind of personal life an author has conducted
before reading and studying his books.

2) i Yo dnkys, Hot withstanding the above saying, I do not think
it proper t£o have a saying of Chazal quoted on one page with a quotation
from a non-Jewish source, which creates the impression that both are
equally aurhoritative, etc.

3) I trust you will also accept the following remark. Inasmuch as non-
Jews often suspect- Jewish colleagues, and Jews in general, of various
things, one of them is that the Jews have a tendency to curry favor by quot-
ing non-Jewish sources, and consequently are prepared to compromise, etc.
As a result, when they hear or read a Jewish scholar quoting a non-Jewish
source, it dimifishes their respect for whatever follows that quotation,
This is all the more regrettable since many a non-Jewiwould readily under-—
stand why such quotations should be on separate pages. Indeed, many of
them would also not quote from the Bible alongside a secular source, and
certainly would not expect this from a Jew who wears a Tallis, etc. There
is surely no need to amplify this.

To conclude on a point that has been emphasized recently, namely a
transition from Tishrei which is DAYIBI NAYVIB to Cheshvan and the
mundane routine and atmosphere — may we all take with us ample reserves of
the atmosphere and inspiration of Tishrei to last us throughout the year

ind fo be exgiefsgg_in poncrete terms of Torah and Mitzvoth, since "action
s the essantia ing.

with all good wishes,

i With blessing,
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