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By the Grace of G-d
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Mr,

Canada
Greeting and Blessing:

Thank you for your letter of the 21st of Feb., 1984, with the enclosures.
I appreciate your thoughtfulness in bringing to my attention the matters about
which you wrote in your letter, which are, of course, of serious interest for
Jews, particularly for Russian Jews who immigrated into Canada, and their
descendants.

I trust you will also brief me on further developments in your sphere of
activity, and I will certainly be interested to receive your impressions
gleaned during your planned trip behind the Iron Curtain, of the communities
and Jews you will come in contact with.

I hope you will accept the following remarks in the spirit in which they
are made.

It is one of the basic tenets of the Torah that everything happens by
Divine Providence. Hence, everything has a meaning and purpose. The same
rule applies to every individual, especially one who has a prominent position
in his field. :

The idea of archives, whether personal or public, is to preserve docu-
ments and records of permanent value. These are not only of historic interest,
pertaining to bygone days, but are often a source of useful didactic material
for the present and for the future.

Metaghorically speaking, every Jew, and the Jewish people as a whole, is
a living personal and public "archives, " reflecting events and happenings of
more than 3, 000 years of Jewish history since the Torah was given to us at
Mt. Sinai. It contains complete ''vital statistics'' about Jewish life through the
ages. At the same time, it also provides practical guidelines for the present
and future of our Jewish people.

The most basic guideline, one that stands out as a golden thread in our
historical fabric, is the unswerving Jewish dedication to the Torah and Mitz-





