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By the Grace of G-d
Third Day of the Week,

Twice blessed with “good,”!
Rosh2 Chodesh3 Nissan,4 5744

Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of our
People Israel, Everywhere,

(G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

Coming from Shabboss Parshas HaChodesh,¢ and into this

day of Rosh Chodesh Nissan, the first thought that imme-
diately comes to mind is the first Rosh Chodesh Nissanin the

Torah, in the said Parshah, when this day was designated as
the first day of the first month, the month of Yetzias-Mitzraim,

Zman Cheiruseinu (the Season of Qur Liberation).

The Torah relates? that on that day, Rosh Chodesh Nis-

san — two weeks8 before the deliverance from Egyptian
enslavement — our Jewish people received the first Mitzvah?:

Kiddush-HaChodesh, Sanctification of the New Moon, whereby
the first day of each month is sanctified as“Rosh Chodesh,” in

conjunction with the Molad (“rebirth”) of the moon as it
reappears as a narrow crescent. Together with this came
other details of our Jewish Luach (annual calendar), including
Ibbur Shonim1© (proclaiming a Leap Year by inserting an addi-
tional month of Adar). Thus our Luach was instituted on the
basis of the Lunar year1! (twelve lunar months), coupled with
an adjustment to the Solar year by the intercalation of an

additional month after every two or three years,!2 making
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that year a Jewish Leap Year (consisting of 13 months). In this
way, the “accumulated” deficiency of the Lunar year relative
to the Solar year is filled in, as required by the Torah13 that
the month of Nissan — Chodesh haAviv ("Spring Month”) — be
kept in the spring, as at the time of the Exodus; thereafter all

our other festivals also occur in their proper season.
At the same time,!4 on the same day of Rosh Chodesh

Nissan, our Jewish people were instructed by HaShem con-

cerning the Korban-Pesach (Pesach sacrifice) and Chag HaPes-
ach.15 as to how Jews are to celebrate the Festival of Our

Liberation, Zman Cheiruseinu, not only as the anniversary of

our deliverance from physical slavery, but also — and espe-
cially — as our Festival of Freedom in the spirituallé sense,

namely liberation not only from enslavement to Mitzraim of
yore, but to all “Mitzraims” at all times and in all places. This

surely is a basic instruction in Torah (“Torah,” from the word
hora’ah,17 meaning “instruction”), which, like all instructions

of the eternal Torah,18 is eternal and valid at all times and
wherever Jews live; certainly instructions that are connected
with Pesach, the Season of Our Freedom, which is a
preparation for Mattan Torah and Kabbolas HaTorah!® (being
given and accepting the Torah at Sinai and ever since).
This year being a Leap Year2° in our Jewish Luach, it

focuses attention, in tangible relevant manner, on the signifi-
cance of the first Mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh and Ibbur

Shonim, mentioned above. Hence it provides a particularly
timely occasion to reflect2! on the significance of our Jewish
Leap Year, which, like all Jewish matters, is, first of all, rele-
vant to the state of Yiddishkeit, Torah and Mitzvos in our
everyday life.

Especially as till22 the first day of Nissan, the matter of a
year being a leap year — is not settled, for the Beis-Din
(Highest Rabbinical Court) had the prerogative tointercalate
a month and make it a Leap Year.

Rosh Chodesh of the Month of Geulo thus also brings

deliverance from the aforementioned uncertainty, and
provides assurance?? and strength24 of now being ready to
hear about and “take up”2¢* the Mitzvah of Pesach and
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Korban Pesach, and in two weeks’ time to come out of
“Mitzraim” (in all implied meanings); hence also to begin
counting the days of the Omer in anticipation of receiving the
Torah, etc. — Avodas HaShem (serving HaShem) in all days

ahead.

As we have already discussed the subject o the Leap
Year several times before,25 we will dwell here on 'ne aspect

of it, namely, the special relevance of the Leap Ye. to Avodas
HaShem, bearing in mind that Avodas HaShem is the founda-
tion of true cheirus (freedom), as our Sages express2¢ that the
true ben-chorin (free perscn) is one who is osek2? (immersed) in

Torah and lives by the Torah.

x w w

The significance of our Leap Year, as mentioned above,?28
is closely associated with the uniqueness of our Luach. It is
based on the rule that our Jewish people count?? the days and
the months by the moon. This means that our Luach is
basically Ilunar, but takes into account the sun (which

determines the seasons of the year), thus assuring that

Pesach and all our other festivals occur in their proper season.
Now, both the sun and the moon were created “to give
light upon the earth”30 and to serve mankind;3! while the task

of a human being is, to quote our Sages, “l was created to

‘serve’ my Creator,”32 namely, to serve HaShem.
There is an obvious difference between the sun and the

moon in the manner of their providing light on the earth: The
sun radiates its light in the same constant manner, without
perceptible change from day to day. On the other hand, the
moon “renews” itself (which is why the moon is also called
chodesh 32* “new”) as it reappears, or is “reborn” (molad) at the

beginning of each month, first as a narrow crescent3? and
then becoming fuller and brighter from day to day, until it
attains its complete fullness and brightness on the
fourteenth-fifteenth day3¢ of the month.

In other words: The sun and the moon symbolize two
different characteristics. The sun represents the element of
sameness and constancy; the moon — change and renewal.

Both these elements are found in Avodas HaShem. And
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although at first glance they appear contradictory, both of
them combined together are indispensable to achieve com-

pleteness in Avodas HaShem. The explanation is as follows:
There are those aspects of Avodas HaShem which are

the same from day to day, without change. For instance, a Jew
begins every day, immediately upon rising from his sleep,
with the declaration ot Modeh Ani, acknowledging and thank-
ing HaShem, the “Living and Eternal King,” for giving him
life and fresh powers to serve Him; so is also the Mitzvah of
reading the Shema, expressing total commitment to HaShem

and to His commandments to the point of self sacrifice; so are
the blessings and prayers which are recited every day; so also
the Mitzvah of learning, and of Ahavas Yisroel,?s and a host
of other Mitzvos which aJew is obligated to do each and every
day.

At the same time, a Jew is expected to generate a renewal

and resurgence of inspiration and joy in all matters of
Yiddishkeit, particularly those that are repeated every day, so
that they should be experienced as if they had been just given

that day by Hashem?3¢ for the first time;
And an additional measure of inspiration on special days,

Shabbos and Yom-Tov, etc., which are associated wth addi-
tional prayers and special Mitzvos that have to be fulfilled only
on those special days, such as lighting candles, making Kid-
dush on Shabbos and Yom-Tov, eating Matzah during the
Season of Our Freedom, and so forth. These certainly call for
special inspiration and joy — so much so, that the holiness of

Shabbos should be felt3” every day of the week, and the
teachings of the festivals should be an inspiration thoughout

the year.3® Thus, for example, it is explained by our Sages3?
that the “Season of Our Freedom” should be experienced
daily,40 in terms of freedom from all inner and outer limita-
tions that hinder the fullest pursuit of Avodas HaShem

wholeheartedly and with joy, being truly free.

* %* *

May HaShem grant that, as of this Rosh Chodesh Nissan
and increasingly in the days ahead, everyone should deeply
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meditate on the topic enunciated above, as well as on the
other aspects which are associated with Chag HaMatzos, the
Season of Our Liberation, which, as noted above, are all
relevant to everyone’s everyday life and conduct throughout
the year;
And may this also hasten the complete and true Geulo of
every Jew and all Jews, and thereby also the true freedom of
all the peoples of the world;4:

And the fulfillment of the prophetic words, “for42 You
[HaShem] will rule over all the nations,” and “they4? shall
know that You, whose Name is HaShem, is the only Supreme

Ruler over all the earth.”

With esteem and with blessing
for a Kosher and joyous Pesach
/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/



DAV W DY AT WRR (MY PR 'Y DUWOYR 1,37 NPWRID) MY TR nowxNa vpan (1
P71 (3700) IR 97D 2NN ANPAN2 ARD R7INAY DT AR KR N PRYTD — nya3y )
TUYI 3N 03T — WDIDI QW PWIDA AP INTIR A7 P7I AINRDY 0N .CITA) 1Y vron nemoa
12 10°12 TN (X ,T) 777 AR .ONPAN2 THY) MAR MR 2D P00 TR TIIRA MW D3 Y90
N OOTIPD? WNN LWY TN ARTY) 27Y0 1D AR — DMLY WY PLI DV NN (2 /12 1w By
197D VYOND AMIRD IR P .20, RWIL((T7D) B TT0N) NIMNW B DAY YWD RIWTL(37WY 07D
MTONR T*¥ (BTN MNINT — B919) 1R NPT INTINT NN DM 1AW NN DYDY MY
AR A1PRYWT QY SN DA (MY .Y N PR NN LN7IR) AN UTING DYy NRT CUINT AR —
TOT Y RI D7TIR CARTY LN LTUD VIMD — ADMAN DTN R (3 1M DY ATID 37D upd
12 D 1ONANN AT (5 .2 WY RPN LTI NN AR (4 DT OTINn AT TRy
"(10°3) WM, 2% KRR *A*3R0 TR, T 97,107 171 0°3712n DAY B3 X7 3 Dawn (X ,nD .2 ,30 37nY)
AT OME (8 ARIR PRI (7 ORI KLU A (6 .(10°) wTINN 22 UINANY N
(R LR PWRNY YI27D) DRIYT 12 MWW NIWRY NN XA (9 (R ) DNDD) 273V YT axm
— NYWURI2 577 2 NP WITH NOTA L(THP ™M) DY X2 DAY V7 .RY NPYRID YN XKDMIN AR
K2 "IPY 21K AR NI NNY YAwn DAR ITRY YD XA, XD P7I0 DWNTRAY YA
X200 (10 .7 wTINAN XX TNAT AR PANAY WA AR R2,Y TP 73 073 T — 2T T v
Y2207 13Y (T % YA AT DT A7) A*han YaR aip YR 0rannd ¥'Rn0 ) ¥R 2onn
DY™A TN TIOTINT AR PO MIXAY DY NY DM (D7D I*HANDT KA U PMITHI)
TP S Y Dann (11 L(TUNY T Y ‘3 TI0) KA WM oW BYY 37AR0Y RV
NOLTH AR N LTY RN A0 LA0 DB (13 AR CTYD DR 370 R'D DV DTARY (12 .eTnn

YD1 R L(ND ,00 RI) WYY 10PN DY RAOM XY (14 WX LRI IR L2 TITIID IR
DYDY ¥a1332) NOYATa 177 (R 6D A90A0) YDn 1YnY 0 oDy avyn oty W2apw 1van ov
7 DI T LRTAD YIRS YRR (16 IPRY 2 ,0w R (15 .nDOR NWND BYY — (UIINh
"R (17 7,070 VMW AN 577 N LYIPN PN D7 AT LMD 1 L L DN IR . L e

Y D'WWUXRT DR 11TAYN 2MIENN OV AR INUZI a0 L2 N (19 793 7o RN (18 3,23
2327 DOTONY N M0 0UINNND IRNW PROWO? W0 MOT (7,370 VMYN) DY YWNHD VUYRTY Lmn

LSBT NPAY WORY YTA OON DM HDNA NMRYY MW (20 G MM Py nn
PR 'Y 70T DN, L1OP D MIDOM — NP NRXWT — YUWD) VIWYIAN DTN OYY vDAY (21 .naw
VOV LT 1D DTN YT ON DAY (22 (X 5D — NTTIP NDRZN — R7WDY) »'hn nMn
TITPY YA (X LA PITAI0) MIWNR W TINYI APNAT TP XMW M (23 WY DM
107 1792 — MWD MV DIV WPAY (24 (R, 7177) DA YWY N30 W T Y'Y — TN
A% AR (25 .14 7yn Y MDA R (24 .T0OM WTINN YD MMAT DY DMION. XD
NIEaR (26 ITINT — TN IY WD RYL(IOORY 478 ‘Y TN 2D DHTY) NIRRT N
N7 IR (27 CTWNLA X NPT LCTORY 3790 L300 2700 L1 L,ATD VDM LT LRUD YR D3 IR LAY YD
X213 (28 1KY 1230 Y TR DTIDY IR R LNIN RN DDTHIM 270 170N IR YWY v
1 RN BT AR YD I DA AKMLR LU AND (29 7w LT I PN anon TOIRG MY 10
190 2790 ,T DNYRT NTIMIRD — DYAN DY (1PN 'Y TYDPR B°N0) TTOPN A3 wTn na 1R
*D 1T MW RI TTIPYY AN = 0NN 10 BN PIVOAN BRY DIV @TInN YT 90 U 0TIy
wPMD) ATIDT NDWAN NIV MNBN NpRRn wRAURY MY (31 W R R (300 Y
IR AR YT DTARMY WIRRD NBTIPN DY RUVATINY 3P0 Y MDY MY (T 3% om
O 970 /3 10 WD AR MNP WWY (327 UITY MDD M0 XM IR (2 DR
AO1OAN K71 19) P 27D 1T BTANTNY 2D XY (33 TOMO IR Y MITN RN AYOTW R
ATITY ‘YN 07aNTD) IYIRIRTIY 7YY 7YY (NDRD DRI — D INATT ™MPLY YNO.T hMend
Dw MDD 91 Y0 MDY NIPON AR NNMR RYY APET XN TR0 1Y AT (N
nAR *~3) “(TYMI 1) ATIVN 2% 0D M. KT NIAYR NYRY YUY VTR (M JWY ST
9°10) NN T IR (35 YDV T 1Y = ("D VI DT QP AT MY 9RO Y YOND
(0,89 N3Y) R WIS TR AP0 AN 99 RN - B VAN (AL BT DY YD) Wt

B3 13 ORI OWIN TIWI W DY U220 U0 (36 .M AR DI ATY0 wRIh WY

—_6 —



— 3,07 1N 97AY YWD — .37 R IPY DAY WD AR .10 10 RN 5P YD — BYYY RMLY)
yana — (3*77) 1 YO RO 0 A" TAIR YW O ) 1IADRY 97y YWNDY M0 LaNY v
ADNN TAIDN ,FIAVA MTIPO 232 MTIPOA IR PURAY 17307 NIV WY n*yd Ak (37 .07
naws DY AR 0T 7D (1,2 NY) 173N DYTH YA .yawn B3 Sw nvonn 9av . . renny . .
p*r1an NAYY AR — NDOT N7 AN BB .2 A% 7293 DPYS vYaY (38 .Y H93 Ot HU3Y
TIDVW TWNI VIV TTOAGN M IR L0 233 DYIYINA %2 NIRD TR BRI (75 'Y 3*YN UUID) MUNn
byTd TI0 KW BPI¥2 DAROYOD M7 PIY R PO DY DMIYOY IO 173 7Y 'R 0093 AN —
40 NYWI TKY 2,11 RO XTIN TR0 XOIN (39 LRD MIZM TN — MINAIMXY NN P TI
by 227980 TVOTY (40 .2732) (TR R LUYD) R7OD XUARTTIND NIMKD WY LN 3 LRY I LK
Mym 07ana RN (41 JRAY0 0 0 N7IR AR 970 270 RO ¥R UBR DAY — a9t oY av
3D YT BN DD DO9RIN (43 .30 MM DR DY BN (42 LX*SHD 0MBh




	IMG-0260
	IMG-0259
	IMG-0258
	IMG-0257
	IMG-0256
	IMG-0255
	IMG-0254



