RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Lubavitch
770 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213 .
493-9250
By the Grace of G-d :
23rd of Shevat, 5744
Brooklyn, N. Y. : ; .
Dr. _ ‘ ‘ :
New York, N. Y.

Blessing and Gresating:

This is in reply to your letter of J=m. 23, 1504, in which you write that
you were born in a DP camp in Gexrmamy, a child of parents who survived the
Folocaust, and you ask why G-d permitted the Holocaust to take Place, etec.

No doubt you know that there is a substantial literature dealing with

this terrible tragedy, and a letter is hardly the medium to deal adequately
th the question.

- Jews - including you and me - are "belisvers, the children of believers,"
our Sages declare. Deep in onme's heart every Jew believes thers is a G-d Whe
is the Creator and Master of the world, and that the worid has a purpose.

Any thinking person who contemplates the Solar System, for exarple, or the
complexities of an atom, must come to the conclusicn and comriction that our
umiverse did not come about by some "frezk accident." Wherever you turn, you
see design and purpose.

It follows that a humen being nalso"has a purpose, certainly where mil-
lions Qf human bemgs are concerned.

Since the Creator created the world with a purpose, it is also logical
‘to assure that He wished the murpose to be realized, and therefcre would re-
veal to the(mly?creature;on earth wio has an intelligence to understand such

- matters, -namely, » what this puroese is, and how to g0 about realiz-

ing it. This, indeed, is the ultimate pur=oose of every human being, namely,

to do his or her share in the realization of the Divine design and purpose of

It is also commn sense that without such Divine rewvelation, a humen being -
would not, of his own accord, have is that pupose and how

- to achieve it, any more than a mi 1 '



surpass the scientist in knowledge and insicht. Should it, then, be surpris
that a created human being cmmg% i, g ; -

It is also understandable that since
inlife.hecrsheisprovidedwithme

Aflrcheriﬂpcrtmtpointtormeristhat 3|
with a purpose, there 1s nothing laciding nor

=z Dolicw that a2 nersen's capacily in terms of knowledge, time, energw, etec.,
ust Zully De applied o carrying cus his, or fer, purpose in life. If anw of
Liese Tescuxrces is diverted to scmerhing that is evtwameous *o carrying
Divine pwpose, it would not only be misused and wasteful, but would detracs to
that extent from the real purpose.

In the Torah, called Toras Chai= ("instructiom in living’
vealed what the pwrpose of Creatiom is, and provided all
for a uman being, partd 'ly'a Jesv, '
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the basis of any and every human society, if it is to be lnman in accordance
with the will and design of the » |

One of the basic elements of the Divine design, as revealed in the Torah,
is that G-d desires 1t to be carried out by choice and not out of compulsicm.
Every humen being has, therefore, the free will to live in accordance with
G-d's Will, or in defiance of it.

itself, proof that one is not required to know the answer, or understand - & o
in order to fulfill ocne's puxpose in 1ifs. Despite the lack of a satisfaczory
answer to the awescme and tremendous "Why?'"' - one cmn, and must, carry on a

Asamtteroffact,inﬂmabcvethereismmtomumpokm ‘
stion: '"What should my reaction be?" The answer to this question is certain:
t must be semasaﬂnllmtoeva'yJw-becmseJewsm&npﬂncial
victims of the Holocaust - a challenge that should be met head-on, with all
resolve and determination, namely, that regardless how long it will take the
world to repent for the Holocaust and make the world a fitting place to live




With blessing W\ CM\‘_\

P.S. Needless to say, the above may be accepted in:elIécﬁ:ally. and it may .
ease the mind, but it cammot assuage the pain and upheaval/of ane who has /especially
been directly victimized by the Holocaust.

Thus, in this day and age of rampant suspicion, etc., especiall
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B¥> - “one is not known perscnally, one Iy perhaps say - "well, it'is éasy forone -
who is not emotionally inmvolved to give an 'intellectual' explanation...."

So, I ought, perhaps, to add that I, too, lost in the Holocaust very
close and dear relatives such as a grandmother, brother, cousins and

others I"'n | BRur, 1€ must go cn, and the sign of life is in growth
and creativity. C ng to ;
Mitzvath Hashem | _






