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By the Grace of G-d

Third day, Twice blessed with Good!
Sedra: “This is the blessing? which
Moshe blessed,”

Sixth3 day of the Seventh Month,4
5744. Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere,

G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

To begin with a blessing — may you all be blessed with a
Chasimo uGmar Chasimo Toivo.

Coming from Rosh Hashanah and Shabbos-Shuvah —
with Rosh Hashanah, by reason of its occurrence this year (on
Thursday and Friday), taking us straight into Shabbos-
Kodesh, Shabbos-Shuvah,

And pursuant also to the second point relating to the
occurrence of Rosh Hashanah this year in the week of the
Sedra Haazinu —

'As these two points were discussed respectively in the
letters of Erev Shabbos-Kodesh Chai Elul and Motzoei
Shabbos-Kodesh 25 Elul;s

To which may be added — at least very briefly — some
insights into the special relevance of Rosh Hashanah to:

a) the fifth day¢ of the week (Thursday), whose Shir
(Song of the Day) from the Book of Tehillim (Psalms)
contains a reference to the Rosh Hashanah Mitzvo, the verse:
Sound the Shofar on the New Moon; and to the sixth day7” of the
week (Friday), whose Shir opens with the verse: The L-rd reigns,
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clothed in Glory, which was brought about by the first man,
Adam, through inducing the whole of the created world to
accept the sovereignty of the Creator by his call: Let® us worship
and bow down, let us kneel before HaShem our Maker, and

b) to the Sedra Haazinu, which was pronounced to serve
a “testimony® to the children of Israel” before the Heavenly
Court,1° where “judgment!! is clemency” — especially on the
Day of Judgment, Rosh Hashanah, when HaShem “rises12
from (and leaves) the seat of Judgment and sits down in the
seat of Mercy,” and grants all Jews to be immediately
inscribed and sealed!3 in the Book of the Righteous, inasmuch
as by the Torah’s testimony “Your people are all righteous”; 14

The Sedra (Haazinu) which was given together with the
assurance that “it shall not be forgotten,”15 but will forever be
remembered, and reaffirmed from generation to generation,
namely, “Asklé your father and he will tell you, your
grandfathers and they will tell you, too”; remembered
particularly on Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Remembrance
(Yom Hazikoron).

Pursuant to all above, we will now take note of yet a third
point in regard to the occurrence of Rosh Hashanah this year,
namely, it being the “head” (Rosh) of a Leap Year — a year of 13
months, and blessed with more days!” — more not only than
in an ordinary (Lunar) year, but more also than in a Solar year
containing 365 days. |

* * *

The purpose!8 of a Jewish Leap Year!® has to do with the
nature of the Jewish Torah-Luach (Calendar), the calculation
of which is based on the moon, and the calendar year consists
of 12 lunar months.

However, inasmuch as the Torah requires that the
Jewish festivals occur20 in their due season: Pesach in the
“Month of Spring” (Nissan), Succos in the “Season of
Ingathering” in the autumn (Tishrei), and so on; and whereas
the annual seasons are determined by the sun — it is
necessary to make up the difference between the Lunar Year
and Solar Year. This takes place every two or three years,
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when the difference of accumulated days adds up to about a
month, by adding a 13th month to that year (giving us two
months of Adar, Adar Rishon and Adar Sheni). In this way it is
assured that our Festivals will always occur within their due
season of the year.

* * *

it has often been mentioned that a person should derive?!
an instructive lesson from everything in his experience with a
view to improving his conduct and quality of life, so as to
carry out all the better the basic Jewish tenet: I was created to
serve my Creator.22 Such an object lesson is particularly in order
in connection with the Leap Year event which determines the
dates of the Jewish month and of every Jewish festival
throughout the year.

One noteworthy aspect in this connection is that
although both23 the sun and the moon were created “to give
light on the earth,”2¢ they differ radically in the manner in
which they carry out this function. The sun’s light comes
down to earth without change2s from day to day;2¢ whereas
the moon’s light on earth undergoes uninterrupted change from
day to day, from the day of its “rebirth” (Molad), or “New
Moon,” at the beginning of the month, waxing fuller each day
in the first half of the month until it reaches completeness in
the “full moon;”27 then gradually diminishing in the second
half of the month, until it is completely obscured, which is
only a prelude to yet another New Moon, with renewed and
growing strength. Moreover, and this, too, is a most
significant point: All these changes in the moon come from28
the influence of the sun, from which it derives its light.

Inasmuch as the Torah, Toras Emes, declares that a human
being is a “world” (olam) in itself,2° indeed, a “complete
world”30 (olam malei), complete in all details, it is
understandable that the two natural phenomena, the
“changeability” of the moon and the “constancy” of the sun,
would be reflected in human life. Thus, every person has two
natural tendencies characterizing his creative life: Selecting
for himself a world outlook and establishing for himself basic
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principles and rigid uncompromising goals, such as wisdom to
the maximum degree, developing good character traits in the
fullest measure, high standards of justice and ethics, and so
forth; while at the same time experiencing a tendency to
change, innovate, create (even in relation to his own life of
yesterday), to the best of his ability.

At tirst glance these two tendencies — changeability and
stability — appear to be contradictory. However, since a
human being is a “complete (not a split) world,” they not only
do not “fight” each other, but, on the contrary, complete each
other, and both together enable him to attain his life’s goal
~and purpose — in the way the Leap Year brings orderliness
and completeness into our Jewish calendar.

* ks *

To explain the above briefly, let us cite a simple example:

Day after day, throughout his life, a Jew begins the day
with the recital of Modeh ani — “I give thanks to You...,” then
proceeds with Birchot Hashachar (Morning Blessings), Psukei
d’zimra (Verses of Praise), the Shema with its blessings, the first
three and last three blessings of the Amidah, etc. These are the
same every day. |

On the other hand, the eternal Torah requires that the
“middle blessings” of the Amidah have to be changed:3! on
Rosh Hashanah they are different than on any other day of
the year; those of Shabbos differ from those on weekdays,
and so forth; while the Shir shel Yom (Psalm of the Day)— is
different on each day of the week.

Similarly in regard to the regular Torah sections: There
are those which are the same every day, viz., in Torah-shebiktav
(the section on the Priestly Blessings) and in Torah-shebe'al-Peh
(Eilu Devarim, Eizehu Mekoman;) while there are those that have
to be studied on special occasions, such as the Festival laws on
the particular festivals, specific timely laws (pertaining to
specific activities to make sure they are in accord with the
teachings of the Torah), and the like.

More in this vein, in general: The basic principle that “the
Torah shall not be changed”32 goes in unison with the
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principle of I'hagdil33 Torah ulha’adirah (to expound the Torah
and make it more profound); and in regard to Mitzvot: “You
shall neither add to,3* nor detract from them” goes together
with Hiddur-Mitzva (added measure of excellence in
performance) and ['ha’alot b'kodesh35 (keeping all matters of
holiness on the ascendancy).

For these are two dimensions that complement and
complete each other.

Thus, the same degree of strength and dedication is to be
shown both in matters that are in the category of constancy
and sameness (as symbolized by the sun) as well as in the
category of change (as symbolized by the moon), both being
derived from Torah-Or (the Torah is Light), which “shall not
be changed,” and as willed by the Creator that every Jew
should be a “complete world.”

Certain it is that He gives every one the necessary
powers,3¢ to the degree of selflessness, to develop in him/her
both dimensions; one has only to actualize them in their
fullest harmony and completeness. |

This, then, is one of the object lessons of the Leap Year:
To reflect, especially in these days of introspection and
Teshuvah, on the said two qualities, carefully review the
achievements of each, and adjust and harmonize them so as to
achieve the utmost fulfillment and utilization of all the
capacities which G-d gives everyone to carry ouvt his/her
soul’s mission of “serving my Creator,” and do this — asin the
case of all matters of Torah and Mitzvot — with joy and
gladness of heart.

* * *

May G-d grant that the reflection on the above-
mentioned topics should result in a strengthened
commitment to Torah in both aspects: its unchangeable
completeness together with la'hagdil Torah ulha’adirah; and to
the Mitzvot, likewise in both aspects: strict adherence,
without change or compromise, together with Hiddur-Mitzva
and ["ha’alot b'kodesh — in an evergrowing measure;

And that the concerted efforts in this direction should
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bring an added measure of Hatzlocho in general, and in the
above areas in particular, descending from above to each and
every one in the Chasimo uGmar Chasimo Toivo, in the kind
of good that is revealed and evident, each and everyday of the
year, especially in this year of affluence in days, the Leap
Year, -

Including the essential blessing that this Rosh Hashanah,
Day of Judgment, will very soon indeed bring the fulfillment
of the prayer: “Arise3” O G-d, judge the earth, for You
possess (rule) all the nations,” as part of

The blessing of the true and complete Geulo through
Moshiach Tzidkeinu, speedily in our own days, now.

With esteem and with blessing for a
Chasimo uGmar Chasimo Toivo,
|Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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