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By the Grace of G-d

26th of Teves, 5742 -

Brooklyn, N, Y,

Greeting and Blessing:

-

This is my first opportunity to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
Dee. 15, 1881, In it, after kindly paying tribute to the werk of the Lubavitch
movement, you express your reservations about the "Tzivos BaShem' Cam-

paign, on the ground that it iz based "on the glorification of the military and
an aggrandizement of arms, wars and battlefields." ' -

A letter is hardly the proper medium to explain fully the reasons that
Impelled us to introduce the establishment of the Tzives HaShem organization,
the purpose of which Is to bring young Jewish childrer closer to Torah and
Mitzvoth, as I am glad to note you fully recognize. Needless to say, it was
done only after due deliberation, which I can only briefly cutline in this letter,

To begin with, "Tzivos HaShem" - 23 you surely know - is not a "foreiga"
idea. It {5 firast mentioned in the Torat in reference to "G-d's Hosts" who were
liberated from Egyptian bondage., The term is ¢learly not used in the strict
military sense. Rather it indicates that the Hosts who had been enslaved to
Pharaoh to serve him, were now G-d's Hosts, free to serve G-4, and G-d alone,

Of course, the Torah does not glorify militarism, war, and the like. On

the contrary, "Its ways are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace,”
And, as our Sages deddare, "the Torah was given to bring peace into the world,”
and "there is no greater Divine bleasing than peace,” and¥nuch more in this vels.

Parenthetically, with all the emphasis on pacificism, the Torzh (from the
Jroot Hora'ah) also provides guidance in situations where military action is neces-
sary, and prescribes the laws of warfare, as You are, of course, aware. To be
sure, Rabbi Akiva's fame rests on his spiritual contribution, but there was a
time when he found it necessary to be Bar Kochba's "arms-bearer, " as the
Rambam notes in his Code (Hil. Mlochim 1//3 ). |

When the "Tzivos HaShem" was instituted recently, careful consideration
was given to using 2 minimum of military trappings, and only such as would be
consistent with the spirit of the Torah, For example, "spylng missions"”, which
you mentloun ig your letter as one of your objections, was eategorically excluded,
Furthermore, the whole Campaign is limited to children of pre-Bar Mitzvah and
pre-
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The {dea {tself is, of course, not a novel ote, It has already been em-
Phasized by the Rambam in the Iatroduction to his Commentary on Mishnayot,
_f where he points out that although ideally good things should be done for their
] own sake (lishrmoh), it is Decessary to use inducements with young children
until they are old enough to know better,

U =

Thus, a "pllot”. Tzivos HaShem was Instituted, It {immediately proved a
great success in getting the children to do good things In keeping with the motto
V'Ohavto L'Reacho Komocho, coupled with love and obedience to the "Commander -

! In-Chief" of Tzivos HaShem, namely IHaShem Elokel Tzivo'os,

The Tzivos HaShem Campaign has a further reward, though not widely
applicable to Jewish children attending Hebrew schools, This, too, has already

been alluded to by our Sages, in thelr customary succinct way, by saying that

Or a Shochet, or a Mohel - in order to glve a positive outlet to their strong
batural peppensity (T. B, Shabbogs 136a), Thus, children that might be inelined
to aggressivenas e, and hence easy candidates for street gangs, and the like,
would have a positive outlet by diverting their energy in the right direction,

world in a way that leaves man subject to an almost constant inper 8triie, having
to wage relentless battle with the Yetzer Hora, Indeed, the Zohar points out
that the Hebrew term for Eread - lechem - is derived from the same root that
denotes "war, " symbolizing the concept of the continucus struggle between the
base and sublime natureg in man, whether he ests hia bread as a glutton, in a
way an animal eats its food, or op a higher level - to keep the body healthy in
orcer to be able to do what ia good and right in accordance with the Will of the

Creator,

This i35 the only kind of "battle" the Tzivos HaShem are called upon to
wage., By the same token, the only "secret weapog" they are encouraged to use
is strict Shabbos observance and other Mitzvoth which have been the secrets of

Jewish strength throughout the ages.

Our experience with Tzlvos HaShem - wherever tbe ides has been im-
plemented, in the U, S, A and Canada, Fretz Yisroel, and in rmany parts of the
world - hags completely convinced us of its most successful pesitive results,
with no negative Side-effects whatever. I can only hope that it would be adopted
In other sectors, outside of Lubavitch, in growing numbersg,
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A LETTER FROM THE REBBE

-: . - Below is the text of a letter written by the Rebbe regarding Tzivos Hashem: i

Greeting and Blessing:

26th of Teves, 5742 Brooklyn, N.Y. ‘E::
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By the Grace of G-d

It
i

. - This is my first opportunity to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Dec. 15. 19815
In it, after kindly paying tribute to the work of the Lubavitch movemert, you express yout! .
reservatons about the "Tzivos Hashem” Campaign, on the ground t@at it is based “on thé!

¢ glorification of the military and an aggrandizement of arms, wars and battefie] 1s.™ i

A letter is hardly the proper medium to explain fully the reasons tha. impelled us t

ntroduce the establishment of the Tzivos Hashem organization, ‘he purpose of which is 1q

i

1
a

bring young Jewish children closer to Torah and Mitzvoth, as 1 oam glad to note you fui]{&é‘
recognize. Needless to say, it was done only after due deliberaden, which | ¢can only b'ri:iffl}ﬂ;.

outine in this lerrer,

. To begin with, *Tzivos Hashem™-as you surely know-—is not a “foreign” ides. It is

first mentioned in the Torah in reference to ‘G-d's Hosts’ who were liberated from Egyptia 1
bondage. The term is clearly not used in the military sense. Rather it indicates that the Ho 1‘3
who had been enslaved to Pharach to serve him, were now G-d’s EHosts | free to serve God: an d}
It

f;i -d alone.

- Of course, the Torah does not glorify militarism. war

£l
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Its ways are ways of pleasantness and all is paths are oty
| Tﬂrah was given to bring peace into the world.” and “the: ¢ is no

peace,” and much more in this vein,

o Parenthetically, with all the emphasis on pacificism, :he Torah (from the oot
Hora'ah) also provides guidance in situations where milita i

the Jaws of warfare, as you are, of course, aware. To

“arms-bearer,” as the Rambam notes in his Code (',

to using 4 winimum of milita
of the Tor:h. For example, "s

- This brings us to the core of the problem,

-+ As an educator, you know that childra
of the problem. The most important aspect, in my opinion, in this cday and age, is the lack of §
Kapelas 01, not only of O Malchus Shomayim, but also gencral ing ? ¢
including the authority of parcnts at home and of teachers in
and order in the street. There remains ordy the fear of punishment as a deterrent. but that
fzar has been reduced to a minimum because there has in recent years been Wbkt ar

la breakdown of law enforcement, for reasons which need not be discussed here,

8 On the other hand, American children have been brought up on
|| independence and frec

. : dom, and on the glorification of personal prowess and smartness. [t has
tivated a sense of cockiness and self-assurance to the extent thar one w

rnischief or anti-social activity, feels that one can outsmart a cop on the beat, and even a judge

Could not the same resylts be achieved through other means !

school, and the authority of law
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| pying missions”, which vou mention in your letter as one of vour -
objections, was categorically excluded, Furthermore, the whole Campaign is limited tod
{ {children of pre-Bar Mitzvah and pre-Bat Mitzvah age, .I
become full-fledged Jews, and by then they will have
will realize that it had served its purpose for them.

- The guestion is: Since the term “Tzivos Hashem™ would seem to som
“smack” of “militarism,” what were the overriding veasons that outweighed such reservations i
a3 you expressed in your Jetter? ‘
or other methads?
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on the bench; and, in any event, there is little to fear in the way of punishrfg-.’ent.

As with every health problem, physical, mental or spiritual, the cure lies not in
treating the symptoms, but in attacking the cause. although the f{:z*mer may sometimes be
necessary for relief in acute cases. h.

Since, as mentioned, the root of the problem is the lack of I(nbufszs Ol, I thought long
and hard about finding a way of inducing an American child to get L#sed to the idea of
subordination to a higher authority, despite all the influence to the contrayy—-in the school, in

the street, and even at home, where parents-not wishing to be bothered by their children-
~have all too often abdicated their authority, and left it to others to :]dca with truancy,

juvenile delinquency, etc. |

I came to the conclusion that there was no other way than trying 1o etfect a basic
change in the child’s nature, through a system of discipline and obediénce v rules which
she/he can be induced to get acrustc:me.d to. Moreover, for this met,ho?m be effective, it
would be necessary that it should be freely and readily accepted without c?ercmn.

The idea jtself is. of course, not a novel one. It has already beergernphasized by the

Rambam in the Introduction to his Commentary on Mishnayot, wherelhe points out that

aithough ideally good things should be done for their own sake (lishmok), ilS necessary to use
inducements with young children until they are old enough to know better;

Thus, a “pilot” Tzivos Hashem was instituted. It immediately pr:fved a great success

in getting the children to do good things in keeping with the motto V'Ohawto L'Reacho Komoche
(Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself), coupled with love andiobedience to the
“Commander-in- Chief" of Tzives Hashem, namely Hashem Elokei Tz I,EVO 0s (the G-d of
Fosts). ' 2[ . |
The Tzivos Hashem Campaign has a further reward, though not Wwidely applicable to
Jewish children attending Hebrew schools. This, too, has already been allugled to by our Sages,
in their Customary sucdnct way, by saying that a person born with a viplent nature should
become a (blood-letting) physician, or a Shuchet, or a Mohel-in order to give a positive ourlet to
his strong natural propensity (7.B. Shabbos 156a). Thus, children that m ight be inclined tc
aggressiveness, and hénce easy candidates for street gangs and the like, wi uld have a positive
outlet by diverting their energy in the right direction. i

This brings us to the point that although the ideal of peacr: is u prominent in the
Torah, as mentioned, the fact is that G-d designed and created the world in 2 way that leaves
man subject o an almost constant inner strife, having to wage relentless b#xttla: with the Yetzer
Hora. Indeed, the Zohar pmnts out that the Hebrew term for bread-lechemiis detived from the
same root that denotes “war,” symbolizing the concept of the continuous eftruggie between the
base and sublime natures in man, whether he eats his bread as a gluttun,"m a way an animal
eats its food, or on & higher level-to keep the body healthy in order to b*& able to do what is

good and right in accordance with the Will of the Creator.
This is the only kind of "battle” the children of Tzives Hashem are called upon to

Shabbos ohservance and othet Mitzvoth which have been the secreis.of Jewish suength

-wage. By the same token, the only “secret weapon™ they are Evtuurjged 1o use is strict
i

throughout the ages. .
Our experience with Tzivos Fashem—wherever the idea has bqtru implemented. in

the U.S.A. and Canada, Eretz Yisroel, and in many parts of the wcu*idwhas completely
convinced us of its most successful positive results, with no negative mdﬁ effects whatever. !
can only hope that it would be adepted in other sectors, outside of Lﬂhbawtch in growing
numbers, .

I trust that the above lines will not only put to rest all your apprﬁheﬂ sions conceming
Tzivos Hashem, but will also place you in the company of the many prﬁﬂ@wnt educators and
spiritual leaders who have e'ﬂthus'asticaﬂv acclaimed the Tzivos Hisf"cm operation as

uniquely successful in attaining its desirable goal. i
With esteern and blEssir;ig..

MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON
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