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By the Grace of G-g
Between Yom Kippur and Succosl
Sedra: Brochoh, 4 Year: Hakhel
5741. Brooklyn, N.Y. i

1o the Sons and Daughters of our
People Israel, Everywhere,

G-d bless you alll

ﬁ'Greeting and Blessing:

‘. In these days of preparation for the Festival of Succos,3 Zman
Simchoseinu,? and coming from The Holy Day,> unique in the year,® when
all Jews were granted the Chasimo uGmar Chasimo Toivo for a good. and
Sweet year = good also in our understanding, / being the revealed and

oovious kind of good, it is appropriate to reflect on the following P

Although we are still in Golus, when "darkness covers the earth, "8
because the light of Torah-Or,9 the true light that is found only in
forah ("there is no light but Torah"1l0), has not irradiated, fully

and pervasively, the world and 1its everyday affairs, which is reflected
alis0 1n 1its attitude, sometimes even actions, towards Jews; and among
some Jews - in their attitude towards Jewishness - Yiddishkeit.

Both aspects being”interrelated. For, as has often been pointed out, Gl
when Jews, as individuals or 4S a group, proudly adhere to their

Jewishnessll and show It = that' is also the way that earns them the - |
respect of the Gentile world and a friendly and helpful attitude, & |

In addition to the essential, thing, that by adhering to Yiddishkeit in
actual practice of, learning .forah and doing Mitzvos, thus diminishing .
Eill to completely eliminadfe the only cause of the Golus (as we clearly
affirm in our prayer - "Because of our sins we have been exiled from
our land”"l2) - the Golus is shortened and eventually brought to an end
by the true and complete Geulo through Moshiach Tzidkeinu, =--
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Nevertheless, the fact of still being in Golus must not, and does not,
dampen the joyful preparations for Succos, much less the actual joy of
Yom Tov, particularly the Festival of Succos (including Chol-hamo'ed,
Shemini Atzeres, and Simchas Torahl3) which has been singled out and
designated as "The Season of Our Rejoicing";14

For, as in the case of Golus Mitzrayim,1® when at the height of the
surrounding darkneSS'"there was light for all the children of Israel l
in their dwellings,"16 3 Jew's life, wherever he may dwell, is i ' |
1lluminated in all its aspects by the light of the Torah and Mitzvos.
And by intensifying this light in his daily life, the Jew is also
hastening the Geulo and sooner to welcome Moshiach Tzidkeinu ’
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And here comes in the additional factor, which is also one of our
fundamental beliefs and basic principles of our Torah - Bitochon (trust)
in G-d,17 the true and absolute Bitochon in Him who is the Master of all
the universe, whose Divine Providence extends to each and everyone
individually,18 and specifically, and in detail - |

The Bitochon, first of all, that He surely granted the Chasimo uGmar
Chasimo Toivol? in everything and in every detail, including also,
indeed --especially the fulfillment in our own very days of the hope,
heartfelt yearning, and most fervent daily expectation, namely, the
"coming of Moshiach, for whose coming I wait every day."20
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The Bitochon, the basis of which is the simple beliefll of every
Jew = since all Jews are "believers the sons of believers"2Z who

inherited this belief from our Father Abraham, the Father of Believers?3

- unites and unifies all Jews. Moreover, - this belief is the very it £
same 1n all Jews, in all the ten categories into which Jews are SIE
classified by the Torah,24 from "heads" to the "drawer of water," though

in all other aspects they differ and to the extreme.

It 1s this Bitochon that makes a spiritual Hakhel of the People25 a

reality, unifying all Jews into one kohol,26 one entity - since their
common simple belief also pervades and moves everythinc in which they
differ (as indicated in the verse): listening to, leacrning, keeping

and doing all the words of the Torah.

This 1s also reflected in the "essence of The Day {Eom—Kippur)"27 -
the unique and only day in the year,<48 which of ail the festivals
ordained in the Torah, is celebrated for one day only, both in and
outside of Eretz Yisroel.

The day which all Jews conclude on the same culm.nating "resume" and
proclaim 1t with profound inspiration and in a l1loud voice:29 Shema
Yisroel - Hear, O Israel, Hashem is our G-d, Hasi.em is One, Blessed
be the name of His glorious Kingdom forever and ever; Hashem He

is G-d!"30

The same unifying principle is reflected also in the Festival of Succos,
in combining together the "Four Kinds" (Esrog, Lulav, Myrtle, and
Willow), symbolizing all different types of Jews,3l into one Mitzvah, 32
which is created by virtue of a Jew unifying them, '

And also in the Succah itself, concerning which the Torah says:33 "It
1s possible for all Jews to sit in one Succah." &
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May G-d grant that just as on Yom Kippur, after the many.prayersﬁgnduﬂlﬁ;}r-
the culminating resume (followed by the .recital of Kaddish - "Exalted
and hallowed be His great 'Name," etc.), one Tekiah34 is sounded35 - a
‘Tekiah Gedolah, according to custom, followed by the loud proclamation: %
- L'shanah haba'ah biYerushalaim! - . = ¥ i S e PEAR e

e
TN
- e



....3...

SO may every Jew 1n the midst of Klal Yisroel, after the many prayers
throughout the long Golus, including (five times during the day of Yom
Kippur36) the daily prayer, "May our eyes behold Your return to Zion

in mercy," and, while still in Golus, Jews demonstrating that "We Your
people and sheep of Your pasture, we will constantly pray thanking You,"37

(Repeat, méy every Jew, man and woman) very soon indeed hear the sound
of G-d's Shofar Gadol38 announcing our liberation, followed immediately
by - "Bring us... to Jerusalem3? Your Holy House with everlasting Jov,"

With esteem and blessing for
Chag Same'ach - Zman Simchoseinu

N

/Signed: Menachem Sbhneerscn}
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