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By the Grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos-kodesh, 18 Elull
Sedra: "come? into the land"

Haphtorah: "Arise, shine, for your
itgnt IS come" 3
"The Seventh Year, a Shabbos unto G—d,“4

5740. Brooklivyn, N.X.

To The Sons and Daughters of our

People Israel, Everywhere,
G-d bless you all,

Heartfelt Shalom and Blessing:

As the year 5740 draws to its conclusion, and in these last days of
preparation for the New Year - may it bring goodness and blessing to
us and all our Jewish people, it is fitting to _reflect on a point
which, though mentioned on previous‘occasions,5 is particularly timely
and relevant now; relevant also in terms of action, which 1s the

essential thing.®

We are referring to the fact that the outgoing year 1s a year of
Shemittah, and the incoming year is a year of Hakhel.

The Mitzvah of Hakhel, as ordained in the Torah,’/ is that at the end

of every seven years, immediately after the year of Shemittah, when
Jews make their pilgrimage to the Beis Hamikdosh (Temple), during the

festival of Succos, all Jews had to be gathered (hakhel) - the men,

and the women, and the children even babies,8 and the king9 read to
them sections from the Torah, selected for their contentl0 to stimulate
Jews in the observance of Mitzvos and strengthen them in their faith
and in Yiddishkeit; and it made a profound impression on them, as if
they heard it from G-d Himself.ll

One of the reasons why the Mitzvah of Hakhel has been reserved for
this particular time is the following: Inasmuch as the year of
Shemittahl? is a "Shabbos unto G-d," when the time that was released
from work in the field and orchard (the principal occupation in those
days)13 was dedicated to increased Torah study, and to prayerl4 and
Mitzvos, in the fullest measure, it was the proper and fitting pre-
paration to make their pilgrimage, all as ggg,nation,15 and to make
the people most receptive to the Torah reading, "as if they heard it
from G-d," so that it evoked in' them a profound soulful experience, as
when the Torah was given at Sinai;l® and the impression was so deeply
engraved upon their hearts and minds that it was subsequently reflected

in the everyday life throughout all the years ahead.l?

S * *

Although the Mitzvah of Hakhel, in its concrete and plain form, 1s con-
nected with the time of the Beis Hamikdosh, there is the well-known
principlel8 that all matters that are connected with the Beis Hamikdosh,
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such as sacrifices!? and the like, are in their spiritual content rele-
vant at all times. This is why the daily prayers, which have been
enacted in the place of the sacrifices,20 substitute for them. A Jew
prays with all his heart, offers himself completely in submission to
his Creator, and is ready to sacrifice the best of his possessions?2l
and his most passionate interests (the "fat and the blood")22 to the
will of G-d - and it is acceptable to G-d as a "burnt offering” in the
Beis Hamikdosh. Indeed, also during the times when Jews had a central
sanctuary and Mikdosh and actually offered sacrifices there, 1t was the
Jewish heart that He desired most, in accordance with His imperative,
request, and promise: "Let them make Me a Sanctuarg, and I will dwell
within them"23 - in their innermost Jewish hearts.24

The same is true of Shemittah. For although the commandment to work

the soil for six years and rest during the seventh year 1s confined to
the Land of Israel25 (where the soil, too, is sacred)<6 and not any-
where else, yet the spiritual content of Shemittah as a "Shabbos unto
G-d," in the sense of the holiness of shabbos,2’7 is enduring and relevant

everywhere and at all times, and is bound up with the holiness of the
"Holy Nation";28 and this holiness transcends the limitations of time

and space.

In light of the above, and since we are at the threshold of the year
of Hakhel, it behooves everyone of us to reflect earnestly on the content

and purpose of this Mitzvah, which is, as the Torah declares:22 "... in
order that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear G-d, your
G-d, and observe to do all the words of this Torah; and that their chil-

dren, who know not (as yet), should hear and learn to fear G-d, your G-d."

x * F

It is also obvious how strongly the Mitzvah of Hakhel emphasizes the
Torah-education of our children. It follows that also those who are
grown in years but still "children" in Yiddishkeit; all those "who know
not," who, for one reason or another, did not get the proper- Jewish
education; and even those who belong to the category of "one who knows
not to ask," namely, those who do not know, and do not feel, that they
miss something and should ask and seek help -- these also must be as-
sembled to let them hear and learn what Torah is, what a Mitzvah 1is, 1n
a manner of learning that would imbue them with fear of G-d, and, most
importantly, that they should "observe and do all the words of this _
Torah," the Torah from Sinai that shall never be changed30 - all of the
above with such impact, "as if they heard it from G-4 Himself."

= * *

May G-d grant that everyone, man, woman and child in the midst of all
our people should act in all the above mentioned matters, to strengthen,
deepen, and disseminate Yiddishkeit in the everyday life, both in them-
selves and their families as well as in their surroundings, 1in the
fullest measure, and this will bring still more -blessings with the
kesivo vachasimo toivo in all respects, materially and spiritually.

And all Jews - the men, and the women, and the young children - should
very soon indeed merit the true and complete Geulo through our righteous




Moshiach, through- realizing and acting accordingly and from now on
while still in Golus: "We are Your people and sheep of Your pasture,
we will thank You for ever; we will tell Your praise to generation and
generation."31

With esteem and blessing for a
Kesivo vachasimo toivo for a
Good and Sweet Year, and for
Hatzlocho in all above,

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/

BIWS) IPTH 33391 (n"ni nava) BToyan :oYRATTAR NOMIREY Y onhaAA By ()
YHPIR V209 NTRYT YVIPDY TR Y paARY JY'RY 141 'Y 2 %en ninhen e o (n"np
AR DU AREY NECD ARY ~ R 0P NP OARYY LR DD Y LB 1 fay) nay

b= BY9R) WTINT DRITANRD QDY 3T aAbnnn - J{2Mentn VbR M1 BaBIipa) Yiow
UIIN 1130nY ~ DIvR "ny L,a3@n dwn A" Y acnvRhpn , 931y 93T 1aiaenn
BYRRINN Y00 DRIPI 9 A2 G U1TD Yy ov LJ1TE Y DY nanawn MB0) A3y ob
SHHINRNNS T MERT RN 33OD12Y  YEYAYY 1y L, (R13n Y9 RSY) ynkw

321 .2 NIR NIDDYD (N"nap DREIN) v"wd - YR 07pIDDI V'PYAS NITIN R o o™
Ral OB (3 B3 %y A T RATTMYT NAMAIR L ADIIRY K)aD ¥ pvEd nmnan
DANTIYI BRG U WIAN 1300 :129 79 nYon DINYED B0 ARG R LD TAvEY -y

VI BV (1P TR AN IR TR R LA'ap paw Ytk +"maawiaan oIt a)
IVRIPPABRIR MR IBIP T1D TPIATN 0VY OVW TOARVYIK NINIRDT YRR %9 om))
DY LATRRTh VABE Y Yanes M (5 o e 9na (4.t nenn e R
WUIp%3 10813) A"henhn hen Ty ,r"avonTa oninvhon Y L i1USURnTA nAnehon
BERIRY TUaEY DT (B 2=y RY A9 (7 3¥%yp. "D nian (6 . 098408 b'n
o853 NATAND R'PINE A"RIN 2% L0 pTny 1nT"AY Yeaph) K"I13 LAY 8D AT

BITE B 1"BPR 27PRY =~ MRBY YVOD IR MINTCOARNIT aVan Avtn nlaina
L T3 ORI TVIRY = NUND VYD DY'PI PRD TUNW ORYANY YN DROD 1RIYY
YRRR = { 'Aana) MBD D173 IOP - IORY mMAtAD WYY o hYRIYYDY .3t B9 PRy

eBY LB DAY YHENDS RIIA LK G BD 010 L9 JYRP 11a'YRY Yyian oKYa BV ovT
IR YUY IR NPYY MDD My MRUAPY - A"H aYB nadwan "vn evanna avees

B -0'apn (10 %D phen 1YY %Ry 445 %% ®'"n wipha IpBBIAT AKY -
rLRYING 15 B31N) 1% oo B'apan 1y (11 L(1'"n oe o3 aXqY) R'h

ARINY » NPIDYY UNPA =« BRIV N1ED 18 (12 0BT NNINAD IRD .. 1MAIBD
AR (10 LInBe) MDY TYER Y1iYDD THE By v 9abyY Soe b vhoa BA
REZIY IRTR 1310 = 8101 - "15 9911 T10 om0 YRR (3 .0Y AatDa3d) shMapn




NS BUAY 1300 a0 {14 21TDY L,DU"RNRTO DY RMY ARDD AR JBTIBTR 92Y
EANEY BAD 5 . INTIAYY NISTID NDIRT NTMIAYD NYLAN "JIen VD TAAnY 19-3 S0P
MRENR RSN YD ANTO0AT L. TH DR 2IT? 1MMNIPNY ORI IVA ANV IERD - ADTIRN
AYAYRIOND DNTIAYY NMIAY ANy R"KR S"p3 n YYD prawn Yot (nYp "y W'SAIR B"M0)
PYURNRNIBT IO BRYIAY AN Ny aRa baAR 19 91T9rYY PN GYYIND unw 111D
B NIy GBI YY) RPN YRR AN A ANOR CBRIKY ARNY L 113

AT sny ‘NY38 BYOK ORI XY vapay (15 St Rthentn PIUR YR AWV Ak
(9. H93D) P"ROR YOID3 2W'Y DYIRG KET INTY 0UOAN3 KIN WNPAY YENY
ey N ITAT NIV YUSY .09 atantn (16 .20 TYMAY. DY JNLY RUIPY AR
nFEpN ARy (18 - .71 pYdYh Yy s(pw %) 39nan 139D {ET. .TRARN DY)
E83Y Y e (19 133 %y 1%l .9 RY 411y AT ORYYREY .3 NP ONIOD

ENN B O'aDY) DYIAIPN 13 0%aYpD DYDY 19D " mR¥3 RMYITRY pUEAR

% T2 WYY e L nMeE T .0 L1 NI NN L3 RD ATRY 1230 . {nvanva
Y 90 HRPYNY w422  .npY OTID TV PRIM O LNATDHN- YIIDYR CVHERID DTADN
12IRY 3 L3P0 a"n pDTIVIIP MO0 LAMBOD AMRm TN oYY D2YW KI1aD AR9)

.1"D9 noycaw °nYwia® (25 .T7Iv1 LXK ,bo a"bw naxa (24 .n ,79 anaan (23
SAE% TV RYIaR 2Ty piph my (26 LnTan MR P31 AR va 073D

Bt .%°RY T ,TXT NUKT OY I17°0 LK ,2° 1% n"IpY axv1 .3° ,RY Rwn (27
JLANY B NYYY 129 Y SR InY gl Ry atad Lt 1l nan)
X" BY9%2 “Yn .v"®A N"710° “Ym o0"ana ORI L0°9poya A" n “wn apoy (30
o2 LBy -BYYan (1 IPYBRN TIHYEPON TR PITAIL BAVAYE AT MR




