M—::

RADBI MENACl{ifi.i ;Ti.hS_CHNEERSON - . MRTINIRTU 277100 1 mn
> 770 Eastern Parkway | WHMNIND N
Brooklyn. N. Y. 11213 p -

493-9250 : MIPI8S nSYN 77
' ' ' | 33 .%o
By the Grace of G-4g -
7th of lMenachem Av,
5740. Brooklyn, N.Y.

Greeting and Blessing:

1l received your letter end Pidyon, and will remember ycu in
prayer when visiting the holy resting place of my Iather-in-law of
‘saintly memory, fcr the fulfillment of your hearts' desires for good,
éspeclially to bring up your children to a life of Torah, Chuppah =nd
Good Deeds, in good healzh physlically and spiritually. |

Although what follows is self evicdent, its importance reguires
to be emphasized, =t any rate briefly. .

To begin with, it is obvious that the sald blessing of healthy
Offspring both physically and spiritualilv-is largely dependent upcn
the conduct of the parents. For, just as the pnysical health and .
constitution of parents have an impact on the physical health of the
children, so0-it is aleo mentally and,spiritually. |

Indeed, sas every intelligent person understands, the spiritual
aspect 1s stronger than the body, so that the order should be re-
versed, namely, that the spiritual impact is predominant.

Inasmuch as the Torah, Toras rmnes, declared that Jews are
“"Believers, the sons of believers, ” meaning that in addition tc one's
own belief im G-d, one . has the cumulative heritage of countless
generations, beginning with our Father aoraham, the first believer,
that the Source of blessings is G-d, the Treator and lMiaster of the
universe. If a human belng who introduces az certain system must
give guidelines as to nhow the system workss how much.more so is it
To be expected that G-¢ would provide guije.iih_'es 5%t0hew a human
being, and eéspecizlly a Jew, must live. These guidelines were re-
veaied at Sinzi with the Giving of the Torah znd Mitzvoth, which
were transmitted fron generatlon to generation, 'not only 1n content,
but also in the exact terms. Thus, the Torah provides =*he guide-
lines as to how Jews nave to conduct their iife, especlzlly their
family life. But inssmuch a8 a human being, however perfect he may
be, is liable to fail occasionally, G-& has provided the way 1in |
Which it can be reetified, namely by way oI Teshuvo which, 2as our
Sages declare, was Created even before the worlg. Anc Teshuvo is
€ffective nct only in respect o the fTuture, bt also retroactively
t0 a large extent, inasmuoh 2s G-d 1s omnipotent and iz not re-
Stricted in any way. ' |

It is a matiter of common Experience thaet it 18 part.of humsn
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nature that parents will make every sacrifice for the benefit of
children, even in a case where the benefit may not be certain, but
has prospects. + . X

All the above is by way of introduction TO my earnest plea
that regardless how it was 1n the past, you will strengthen your
commltment and adherence to the Will of G-d, the Creator and Source
0T all blessings, particularly in the ares of the strict fulfillment
of the laws and regulations of Taharzas Hamishpocho which, aside fronm
the essential aspect of thelr being Divine imperatives, have the
Divine Promise of reward in terms of healthy orfspring, physically,
mentally angd spiritually. , '

Needless to Say, when it comes +*to carrying out the command-
ments of G-d, it is absolutely irrelevant what nelghbors or friends
might say when they see a radical change in the everyday lifTe, N

Heredn 18 aleg the answeiites many questions, including the
question of why this or that Mitzvo has to be observed. For a
human being to question G-d's reasons for His iltzveth is actually
contradictory to commen sense. If one accepnts them as Divine com-
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human intellect With G-g's intellect, which would mean limiting
G-d's intellect to tha* of a human being. By way of a Simple 11-
lustration, whieh 3 nad occasion to use oefore; one would not ex -
bect an infant to understang the 1mportance of nutrition as set
forth by a professor who has dedicated his 1jife to this subject,
even though the difference between the infant ang the professor is
only relative in terms of age and education, and in fact, the 1n-
fant might some cay even surpass th- proressor. There can te no
Ssuch comparison between s created h .an being and the Creator,
where the difference is absolute. '
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mancments, it would be presumptuous, indeegd rlaiculous. to equatetq }\CM/GLJ\,

It should therefore be a matter of common sense to understand
what the Torah, Toras tmes, exvlains clearly, that whatever doubts
and difficulties 3 Jew may have in matters of Torah and Mitzveth
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with the capacity to overcome such tests and distractions, for i¢
would be illogical +to essume that G-d would impose OULT a0
which are beyond human capacity to fulfily. Indeed, if one Has

more difficult teste. 1% only proves that he has greater capacities
To overcome then.

In summary, Just as when we recelved the Torah and Mitzvoth
at Sinal, we accepted them on the basis 0f Naaseh, first and then,
Y Nishma, namely on the basis of unconditional obecience and readi-
Hees To fulfill G=d's filtzvoth regardless of oUW’ understanding them
rationally, so has our commitment been ever Since,. And While wa
MUST learn and try to uncerstand as much as Possible, prior knowl-
€dge and uncerstanding must never be gz Condificn o Liying up %o
the guidelines which G-d has glven us in regard to our actual way
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Your letter and Pidyon reached me during the period of the
"Three Weeks" and, in fact, during the “Nine Days." Hereln 1s |
also a timely message in that the observance of these sad periods
commemorating the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash is not meant
To simply cause us grief, but in order that we should rectify the
causes that brought 1t about. And since the main cause of it
was, as we say 1ln our prayers, "Because of our sins we were
exiled from our land,” the way to rectify it is for every Jew
to strengthen adherence to the Torah and Mitzvoth, both in his
and her personal llfe, as well as to strengthen and spread Yid-
dishkeit wherever one has any influence. 1n this connection, 1t
1s well to remember the Great rrincivle enunciated by our >Sages,
ancd which the Rambam, our Great 71eacher and guide for all times
made a rule 1n his Code, namely that a person shoud consicder him-:
self and the whole world as equibalanced, so that one good deed
could tip the scale in favor of himself ancd the whole world.
Thus, if a single individual should think what can I achieve by

a single act in one way or another, the answer has already been
given by the Ramban. : S e

With prayerful wishes for Hatzlocho and gocod tidings in all
above, and may every one of us, in the midst of all our people,
soon see the Fulfillment of the Divine Frophecy that these days:
of sacdness will be transformed into cays of glacness and festivity,
wWith the Geulo Shleimo through our righnteous Moshiach. .
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With blessing, u/\t_:)_,
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