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AT iy o T T R .3 :
I am in receipt of your lettar of the Ebth of Lheshvan.
In reply to-yaur questiona 'in the order of your writing:
While giving Tzedoko for Jewish causes, is it desirable or op-
tional to give charity also to ﬂon-Jewa in need of help?

In Feneral you ere, of course, ripht that this is not only
permissible, but also desirable: Indeed, our Sages of the Talmud
have ruled that non-Jewish poor should be helped along with the
Jewish poor (Gittin 61a). As to the proportion to which such
charity should be distributed, especially under certain condi-
tions, this is a Shamla which you should consult with a Rov in

your community, since each situation has to be considered on ils
own merits.

With regard to your second question - I trust second only ,
in your letter, but surely first and foremoat in importonce - be
pertaining to advancement in Yiddishkeit, eto., it should te g
borne in mind that the hnnic approach 11 mattrra of Torah ml ol
Mitzvoth 18 that the usual “ratlonal" appronch to thingn wvonl Q-

- be "irrational" in the case of Tornh and Ilitzvoth, wvhich mro e«

%

sentisnlly beyond fn11 I eompr~hiencion, heins Divinoe. in nota o ﬂhtfa-

In other words, prlor cmnprehnrmion of Lhe Divine e 'E-‘i}IH e | (ky‘r'y‘_t :
not be a condition of tholr fulfillment, ovr - Hocgoh ("doine™) ,
must come before 'y''"'nhma ("undergtonding”). Moreovor, the B -
actual fulfillmont of the Mitzvoih makon it ennier Lo wndernband |
them subsequently. DBy vy of illustrationi one doen not expecd

a semall child to undoratand either tho Lhinkinﬁ or tha wya of n O
professor, even though both are humnn buﬂn{;nnd the ¢l {evnnen d 1 fReenee
between them is 0n1{ relative in terms of timo and educntion. | Surpess
and i1t is even ponpnible thnt the child mipht ona dny THurpnnng e ety
that professor iﬂ knowleadrme and wiadom.  But the gifferopnen b ddbeeere be
tween a created human being nnd the Crentor in, of courpa, nhso ahgo

luta and incompnrabla in any mannec ox dnrren,

I will mention one further pﬂin‘l., nf‘-*mrlly. Hmt innamich fas
a human being cannot know the future, end frequently has no

oomplete knawlodan even of prior events in a pnrticular gituation,
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