By the Graea of Ged
16th of [l_' A T 57%5
DBrooklyn, MY,

Joseph Sheotack, Lo,
Fhiladelphia, Pa.

Greeting aad Blessing:

it

Thie letter has been long overdue, eapecially conslibring it rub)oct
ore preclisely the & chjo

Dat it ls aleo the subject mnatter of this letter,
aspect of It, that ie the prl::~ reason for the delay. For It is not coey ta =50 B

in words, much lese in writing, very deecp personal feolings, snd I ket
Aclaying it for a calmer dispoaition, Howewver, since these feelinge h ve o

p:beided, there Il no point fo. {urther procrastination,

I refer, of course, to your truly Yidisher endeavor in the natter of rostit tics

of the sosnuscripts a\nd booke that belong to the Librorsy of -7 orecccesro s ,
father-in-law of saintly mernory, whlch you iailtiztes with the help of frlents,

“ave already had considerable sawcese in rogard to » substantial part of *he
having them reJtored to their rightfil place and "horie,

"¢ vou know, this Schneerson Library Included not only a collection which
saintly 1ather-in-law had acvyiired personally duriang his lidetirne, bat o - i07
m nascripts and bocks that wore the legacy of his saiatly {orebears, s o of
them going back to the Alter Febbe, Founder of Chabad,

anuscripts 2o boaks ~cant

There is surely no need to elzborate on what theee
te hitn, as to all the Lubavitcher Kebbes before him, He had n very spacisl,

profound and soulful attachmrent to them, over and above his attachement te
books and manascripts of siinllar sacred content. And many of the ™ reprez=u

the heart and soul of the egacred Chabad literatave.

You can therefore well understand how deeply moved I was, and will ~lw . =« be,
rend the feelings of all the friends of Lubavitch about your great and nobls o 7caves
in volunteering your tim. and offort and prestige to "bring home" these vac
manuscripts and books, It is truly a case of Pidyon Shvuim, since only by boing
at home can these spiritual treasures casumeo thelir [ull vitality, not onl for the
benefit of those who are directly assoclated with the Chabad«Lab vitch ove ont,

but also for the benefit of all our Jewish people, through the Hlsee rination of the
teachings of Chabad Chassldus and Paimius Hatocah,
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If "the reward of a Mitzevah {a the Mitavah {taelf" and redquires no human "thank
you, " your noble endeavor clearly transcends any axpresslon of gratitude. Neawveor.
thelesa, 1 am Impelled to exprees, however Inadequately, ln ry own behall, and

in behall of the movement which I am: privileged to head, as well an in behalf of all
who have an actual or potential stnke In this matter - our gratification and heartfals

appraciation.
Permit me to add a further point, by wat of a deeper Insight Into the subject at hand.
ie based on the teachings of Chabad, which with all its philosophy is, a

Thie, too,
part of oar Torah, Toras Emes and Toras Chaylm. This calls for a forewnrd, and,

to pat it briefly:
One of the fundamental doctrines of Chabad, which the Ajtor Rebbe expounde in.

among other sources, the Ehaar haVichyd vehoEmunah seclion of his basic opus,

the Tasnya. (s that in every thing, even in inanimate material objects, there is a
“goul, " or a vital spiritual core. To quote from the first chapter of the abova-

mentioned section?
LEYIAYY NIAY ©B3 NIYRA ®Y ,0°27 DyY 213K 107 ,TOD DBYTI ©J

Of course, there are gradations in this spiritual soul., There Is, to begin with,

a plain material ghject that, simply by the fact of belng a created thing, contains a "sp
“"spark" of the Divine Creative Force that keeps it in existence; on a2 higher leval,
there is a materlal object which has served a good purpose; higher still p an object
that ls used in the performance of 3 Mitzvah. It is explained in Chabad that when an

ordinary material thing ls used for a good purpose, sepacially in the performance
of a Mitavah, it undergoes & "reflnement"” and "spiritualaation, " to the extent of

becoming a Dovor Sheablkedusho (e.g, Tefillin made [rom leather and parchment).

Applying the above principle in our case - manuscripts and booke of the most
sublipe content, written by Jews whose whole life was dedlcated to Torah and the
Jewdeh people, and estudied with heart and soul, enriching and tllumineting Jewish
life - clearly there, zlbeit "'material® and'inanimate' aspect is nbued with eternal
Ught and life of the highest order. Thea, when they are taken from thelr natural
onment, {rom their "homea, " they are indeed In "exile” and "captivity, "
however well treated, They are, In a real sense, like Shvuim - people held in
captivity - who can never he fully happy even Uf well providad for with thelr material ,
end even spiritusl, neede, for they long to return home, to be united with their
family and friends and whole milleu in which thay belong, This te why Pldyon Shvuim i
in the ordinary sense Ls such a great Mitzvah., Hence, it is Impoasible to overstate
the great Zechue that you and your associstes In the endoavor have in the "Pidyen

Shvulm" of these manuseripts and books.

1 am aware that there may be those who may eay that theso are mystical ideaas,
that should not be taken Into account in considaration, otc. Needleas to gay, 1 do
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friends In thie category, but you may perhapes come across

1y

:n;ai::nl:?!u;ﬂ;:l:gn?‘ who may attempt to argue in this veln, even though inwardly

not very convinced., Be it as it may « In Might of Jewisgh experience In our own
now briliantly bright,

oventful Hmes, eventful from one extreme to the other,
now dismally bleak « I doubt {f anyone can truthfully deny the truth of what hase

been sald above on the ground of it being intangible or mystical. Norrforthat

I am pleaged about the timing of this latter on the eve of your departure on the
stage of your endeavor to return a further substantial part of this library

seco
still tn "exile. ' I trust and am confidant that you will not encounter

that

d;ﬂmlﬂem glnce yvou will be dealing with fellow«Jaws, children of Avrohora,
Yitzchok and Yaakov, eepecially those whom Divine Providence has privilegad to
be the custodlans of this part, after it had been pillaged during the war and Holo-
caust, miraculously survived, until they {innlly came under that cagstody of the

present guardians, in order to be restored to their rightful owners and rightful
. Indeed, the Zachus

home In the true sonse of oa%132% bYyia Yaw)
of having taken @are of them in the interim will stand them in good stead, and

make them even more regponsive to their pleasant duty in the realization that
they can now complete and bring to the culmination point their guardianship.

Relterating my heartfelt appreclation of your achievement in the past, I extend to
you paryerful wishes for Hatalocho in your present trip, and all good wishes to
your associates in the endeavor, as well as to the asteermned present guardians,

who will surely extend to you their kind and fullest cooperation.

The merit of your great misslon will certainly gtand you and all yours in good
stead for additional generous blegsings in all your personal affairs, materially

and lﬂmm]ﬂ

V¥ith esteem and blessaing

P.A

In accordance with tlmeehonored Jewish cugtom to make one who sets out on
a journey a "shliacheMitevah, " in addition to whatever great mission one's journey
is connected with, by giving him some money for distribution to Tzedoko on arrival
at his destination, I am taking the liberty of enclosing an amount for Tzedoko to
distribute in the Holy Land, and, {f not too much trouble, a part of it at the Western

Wall,




