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By the Grace of G-d
6th day of Tishrei, 5738
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere -
G-d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

Now that we have ente red into the new year and are inthe midst of
the Ten Days of Teshuvah, * in the days between Rosh Hashanah’ and Yom
Kippur, it is the right time to dwell more deeply on the matter of Teshuvah.

‘The concept of Teshuvah - as the term indicates - is one of "return'',
the return of aJew to his Source and his true essence, the essence of a Jew
being his Divine soul, which is truly a part of G-dliness,’ “as it were. In
practical terms it means that his everyday conduct is ordered in the fullest
‘accord with the Will of G-d, as ordained in the Torah - meaning, "instruction’.

Of course, if for some reason one's conduct has not been as it should
have been, one must, first of all, rectify it through wholehearted repentance
of the past, coupled with resolute commitment for the future. However, even
when it has been in full harmony with the Torah and Mitzvos, it is also under-
standable that, inasmuch as a Jew's essence is the Divine soul that animates
every Jew, man or woman, it behooves one to constantly strive to get closer

to one's Maker, Whose perfection is absolute. Hence, a Jew is expected, and
has been given the capacity, to keep on perfecting himself - as discussed in
the letter of 18 Elul, in connection with the outgoing year.
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Since it is already after Rosh Hashanah, and a new year has been
reached in life, and everyone, however satisfactory be one's level of knowledge
and the level of one's conduct, should surely make use of these days to increase
one's knowledge and thereby raise the standard of one's conduct (in thought,
speech, and deed), as it is written, ''many years teach (more) wisdom",®

A new year serves as a reminder of a new and higher level of per-
fection in the everyday life that has to be started o rthwith.

The year 5738 has, in addition, a special lesson in that it is a Lieap-
Year,® and a special Leap-Year at that, as will be explained later.

The purpose of a (Jewish) Leap—Year is, as is well known, to a.d;iue:-:t9
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and replenish the passing months and years which we, Jews.® are required
to calculate on the basis of the moon, so that they do not fall sho

I't of the

years calculated according to the sun, ina
number of days longer that the

gt : (by way of
periodically adding a month - a second Adar - in a2 Leap-Year) is necessa
in view of the fact t hat the four seasons of the ' s

: year - spring, summe-
and winter - are determined by the sun, and th .  autumn,

e Torah requires t -
Festivals should occur in their due season ' ¥ 1At G

s shou - Succos, the "Festival of
Ingathe ring » In the autumn, the season when the produce of the field js
gathered in; Pesach - in the month of

ring. The intercalati
month from time to time reduces '’ 10n of an extra

the difference between the luna r
and solar years, so that the festivals occur in their proper season &

smuch as the solar ye

ar is by a
lunar year. This adjustment

In other: X0 rc}s, the sun and the moon constitute and symbolize the
roles of mashpi'a (giver) and mekabbel (recipient), ' respectively: the sun

acts and influences; the moon is acted upon and is influenced
after it also becomes a mashpi'a.

The lesson of it is tha’t a Jew has to be a m
a mekabbel, He is required to diffuse light (G-dliness) to illuminate himself
and his surroundings. But in order to be 3 mashpi'a, he must first be a

mekabbel - a recipient of the light of the Torah and Mitzvos to illuminate his
intellect and emotions and all his activities.

ashpi'a, and he has to be

There are times when one has to be primarily a mekabbel, or - even
exclusively a mekabbel (as, for example, a disciple when receiving Torah
instruction from his teacher); similarly in regard to his task as a mashpi'a

(as, for example, in giving Tzedoko). In both aspects he is expected to attain




-

pertection, so that in the final sum-total his conduct both as recipient and
giver will be perfectly balanced (according to the capacities and opportunities
that are given him especially from On High), in each of the two roles indivi-
dually, and in both jointly; only then is his service complete and perfect.

This requires profound introspection and honest self-appraisal, in
order to utilize all one's capacities, both known and hidden, in the fullest

and most complete measure, in all areas of human endeavor, in thought,
speech and deed. o
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The Ten Days of Teshuvah,'’ are particularly auspicious for the
above since it is the time when one carefully weighs the past and the future,
making appropriate commitments for this special new Leap-Year, together
with an honest reappraisal of the year gone by - and everyone is assured that
"nothing stands in the way of Teshuvah';" there are no insurmountable
obstacles, G-d forbid, to achieve success in both aforementioned areas, to
perfection, '

And thereby is realized "Return,”” O Israel,,20 unto G-d, Elokecho',
in the inner meaning of these words, namely, that Jews achieve the kind of
Teshuvah, whereby G-d, Who is Elokim - "the Omnipotent and Master of All
Powers'”' - becomes Elokecho, your personal Elokim , the pervasive Force
and very life that permeates, directs and animates the Jew in all aspects and
details of his every day life. *

Which leads to the realization of the prophecy, '"Known in Judah (the
entire Jewish people)” ' is Elokim , great in Israel is His Name? which will
come to pass through the miracle of the Geulo (Redemption).

For Teshuvah of the Jews brings them "immediate Redemption",*

At the true and complete Geulo through our Righteous Moshiach. *

With esteem and blessing fora
Chasimo uGmar Chasimo Toivo,

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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