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By the Grace of G-d

Pesach Sheni,l Second Day2 of
Weekly Portion Emor..veomortoS
{Epeak. .and say), 5737
Brooklyn, New York

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere
G-d bless you all!

Greetings and BIesﬁngs:

With the approach of Lag B'Omer,4 the Hilulo (yahrzeit) of Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai (Rashbi), the day of his rejoicing,S

It 1s timely to reflect on his teachings, as well as on the story of his
life,

Since the life of a Tzaddik on this earth® is illuminating and instructive’
and much can be learned from it; particularly in the case of Rashbi,

from the facts of his life related in the Talmud, Zohar and the Midrashim -
the Oral Torah (meaning also '"instruction''), which is not«a story book, 8
G-d forbid, but Divine Instruction given to Moshe at Sinaig—

To reflect, with a view to learn useful instructions from them, each one,
man and woman, in his and her personal life and translating the (into
actual deed, for the greatness of study is in its leading to action”.

As mentioned, many are the lessons containedin the said study - to
learn, to teach others and to practice. We will briefly dwell here on a
point which the Baal Hahilulo himself emphasized and personified, to
quote:10 '""Rabbi Shimon rejoiced and said..as for us, everything centers

on love, as it is written, you shall love G-d, your G-d, and out of G-d's.
love for you, and again G-d says I love you etc." .

The practical instruction that follows from the above is to express this
love in acts of benevolence toward all Jews, of whom Rashbi said, ''you
have been given the title ('real) men'!'ll Hence the Ahavas Yisroell?2
Campaign programmed to include all Jews from the greatest to the lowest.

As an immediate consequence, help is extended in all one's needs both
material and spiritual, and certainly in the areas of spiritual development
which brings one true life in this world and the next, through helping/inducing
everyone to study Torah and fulfill the mitzvos in :he everyday life.
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Hence the Chinuch Camgaign_14 permeated with love and tellowship, in
accordance with the teachings of Rashbi who called his disciples
"chavraya'l5 (friends and colleagues),

Beginning with chinuch and dissemination of Torah as taught bif Rashbi
and his colleagues, "for whom the Torah was their vocation",16

the Torah Campaignl? to promote the kind of Torah study that leads
to action, as our Sages observed that for Rashbi, too, it has to be
studying for the purpose of doing''l8 namely, doing mitzvos - and this
1S ]e_%s,a the basis of the Tefillin Campaign for Tefillin is synibolic of
all®7 the Torah (mitzvos), and all 613 mitzvos are alluded to in it, as
explained in Zohar.

Hence also the Mezuzah Campaian since it, too, comprises an By
symbolizes all the mitzvos,2] and, in the words of the Zohar, 2”'1"hr':::-fugh
it a person will never forget the remembrance of the Holy One blessed -
be He, to carry out the Master's commandment. "

This is also the reason for the emphasis on the Tzedakah Campaign as
also Tzedakah is symbolic of all the mitzvos43 and, moreover, Rashbi
taught that Tzedakah suppresses?24 the attribute of strict judgement and
saves the world from retribution. |

increasingly to énsure that every Jewish child should be born in purity

. and holiness, which is the purpose of the Taharas Hamishpocho Campaign
coupled with Kashruth Campaign, to help Jews maintain a holy soul in
a holy body by eating and drinking only what is permitted by the 1erah. .

All the more so in light of the words of ZoharzS that he who sanctifies
himself below is sanctified by the Holy One blessed be He from above.

As the next erev Shabbos kodesh comes - on the day of Lag BR'Omer -
(and every erev Shabbos and Yom Tov that follows), the effort of the
Candle Lighting Campaian will Eglp bring about that all Jewish women,
mothers and daughters, ''should light the Shabbos candles with joy of
heart and love, for these candles are a 'sublime honor for the Jewish
wvoman and a great z'chus, to be blessed with holy children who will
illuminate the world with the.light of the Torah and with Reverence of
G-d, bring peace into the world and long life to her husband!", as the
Zohar declares.

wle o). ula wla
bl I o -

May G-d grant that through the proper efforts in all above - within the
framework of observance of all the mitzvos, in response to the Divine s
promise '"this27 day - that you will harken to my voice' - culminating
with lighting candles on the 6th day in observance of the mitzva of

lighting candles in honor of Shabbos, we shall soon merit to see the
fulfillment of the promise, '"I28 will show you the light of Zion (Jerus-alem)”-,

That "on the Sixth Day''29 namely the Sixth Millenium, G-d will seek

out the strayed and lost ones of His people, '"and30 they will come back

the lost ones in the land of Ashur" - alluding to the Tzaddik (of the world -
~-d) and the Jewish people. For in the words of Rashbi, "beloved indeed
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is the Jewish people to G-d for wherever they went into exile the
Shechina (Divine Presence) went with them?!.

May 1t all be fulfilled soon in our very days, "and3l in Shalem
(Jerusalem) will (again) be the Beth Hamikdash and His dwelling
in Zion," At the true and complete Geulah through Moshiach

T zidkeinu.

With esteem and blessing,

Signed/Menachem Schneerson

P.S. In light of the above mentioned point about Rashbi's great

love of his disciples whom he called "chavraya', so much so that

in many instances our Sages referred to them as "Rashbi and his
cclleagues”32 - this adds emphasis on the relevance of Chinuch of
children33 to [Lag B'Omer and the need to remind them at all times and

especially on this day about the great importance of studying Torah in

the way it was studied by our Sages, '"that Torah was their vocation';
and from remembrance to "action!, learning and reciting on the spot
appropriate verses from Written Torah as well as sayings of our Sages
from the Oral Torah; and also give Tzedakah at the same time,

Explaining to them also G-d's promise through His Prophet Isaiah

"Zion shall be redeemed through justice (the Torah)34 and those who
return to her - through Tzedakah', '

And 1inspiring them with the expectation of the Geuloh through Moshiach
Tzidkeinu, whose arrival is awaited daily, in the spirit of Rashbi's ‘
words mentioned above; "beloved indeed is the Jewish people unto the
Holy One blessed be He that wherever they went into exile the Shechina
went with them...and (when they will be gedeemed) the Shechina will
return with them, as it is written, 'and> G-d, your G-d will return
with your (returning) captives.'"
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