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D. L. Halper
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85 Clarenmiont \venue
New York, N, Y. 10027

Blessing and Greeting:
Your letter (post-dated April 18) reached me with son e delay.

First, many thanks for your good wishes in connection with my birth-
day. 1 can best reciprocate in the words of our Sages, "One who blesses
others is himself, or herself, blessed by G-d, the Source of all blessings, "
Accordingly, may G-d bestow His generous blessings on you in all needs,

Now with regard to your question about the woman's rolc from the view-
point of our religim, or, as you refer to it, 'orthodox' Judaism,

[ must first point out that the division of Judaism into 'orthodox, con-
sdrvative, reform,' ete, is a purely artificial one, for all Jows have one
and the same Torah, given by the One and Samec G-d, though there are
more observant Jews and less observant Jews. 'To tag on a 'label' d g
not, of course, change the reality,

As for the attitude of Judaism to the woman, il has also been frequ itly
pointed out that those who think that the Torah places the woman in an -
ferior role to that of the man labor under a misconception, for it has no
basis in truth,. Man and woman are like the head and the heart in the phy-
sical body: both are cqually vital, though each has entirely different
functions, and on 1y the normal functioning of both together ensure a v althy
body. The same is true of the role of the man and woman in Jewish 1i and,
indeed, in any healthy human society,

It follows that the heart need not feel inferior to the brain, although in
certain aspects it depencds on the brain, just as the brain need 1ot feel i -
ferior to the heart because in certain respects it depends on the latter,
Similarly in Jewish life there®§ities ang functions which G-d has allotted (o
the woman and those allotted to the man,

Where a person, for some reason, is unable to perform a certain Mitzva
or some of his or her functions, there is a ruling in the Torah, Toras Enes
(so called because all its teachings are truc), "the Merciful One excuses a
person who is incapable of performing his, or her, duty," Indeed, G-d

who knows what is in the heart of everyone, and knowing that were the person
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/ able, he or she would have performed it, considers the thought in place
~of the deed,

Incidentally, it is noteworthy that of the variouz Divine names, it is
the name  Xi12n7 ('Merciful One') that is used in the above ruling. This
pointedly emphasizes that all G-d's precepts derive froin Tlis attribite
of inercy and lovingkindness, which, like all Divinc attributes, is infinite,
It {ollows that where a person is precluded from performing a Mitz.a by
circumstances beyond his or her control is completely excused and
exonorated,

Needless to say, onc need not apologise for asking questions. On th -
contrary, since Jews are described in the Torah as a 'wise and under-
standing people,' it is desirable that questions which come within the
realm of human understanding should be also be understood and not lefl
to faith alone, wherever thigd‘possible., There is only one prercquisite,
which goes bacl to the time when the Torah ad Miztvos were given at
Sinai, namely that the Torah must be accepted on the basis of Naaseh
(*‘we will do') first, and then y'nishma ('we will understand') - meaning,
that the perforimance of Mitzvos must not be ma de conditional on the
understanding of their deeper significance, etc,, nor must the vitality
and enthusiasm of the performance be any the loss.,

This basic principle and attitude is also a matter of common sense.
If the Torah is accepted as Divine - otherwise there is no point at all
in any question 5 and discussions, since if it'¥nan-made one would be
free to do as one pleases - that is, given by a Supreme Being, Whose
Issence is beyong human grasp, it would be a contradiction in terms
to demand to know the meaning and significance of each Divine Milzva
before performing it, for it would reduce the Supreme Being to the level
of the limited hmuman intelligence, which, morcover, is subject to de-
velopment, since human understanding increases from day to day with
newly acquited knowledge and experfce; yet he insists on understanding
it today, on his present level.

One might even add thal there is a sound pragmatic, or 'businessy’
consideration involved, as, by way of a simple illustration, when one is
offered an opportunity to invest a dollar with a view to carning a the 1sand
dollars, thougli there may be a remote possibility of losing the $1. 1
normal individual would certainly not hesitate to male his decision.  imi-
larly, when a Jew, on the basis of na'aseh before v'nishma, inves
in a relatively small effort by restricling hiinsell in matters of
[Kah rus and Shabbos ohservanc%‘)’and the Yetzer hara attempls to distract
him by saying, cven if you live 120 years maybe you will never fully
grasp the significance of what you are doing -- the most the person will
have lost would be having denied himsclf certain foods or some consenience
on Shabbos, On the other hand, if a person will wait with the perforiaance
of Mitzvos unti‘ he will realize their significance, and in the meantivc
will act like an gentile, he will deprive himsell of the eternal good which
was his within ~asy reach, and when the time will come and he will dis-




%\9 Wedding of Moshe Aaron & Masha Geisinsky Q@Q@%
| Letter to D. L. Halper, .‘

13 Iyar, 5737 (May 1, 1977)

_/’ = %=
Divine Torah, with all the consequences therefrom,
Much more could be said on the subject matter, but I tust the abo o

will suffice. May G-d, whose benevolent Providence extends to each nd
everyom e individually, lead you in the path of Truth,

With l)lcssing/pvz: %ﬂ-‘ﬂfh

P.S. Since you refer to women's lib, which has beconie so popular
Y R in recent years, it baffles e that the thrust of the movement is cente: ed
‘\W\I&UV on the woman's becoming to man -- and this is what is termed
"= lindependence' and 'feminist' pride, ete, !




