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able, he or she would have performed it, considers the thought in place
of the deed.

Incidentally, it is noteworthy that of the various Divine names, it is
the name xaan7 ("Merciful One') that is used in the above ruling, This
pointedly emphasizes that all G-d's precepts derive from His attribute
of mercy and lovingkindness, which, like all Divine attributes, is infinite,
1t follows that where a person is precluded from performing a Mitzva by
circumstances beyond his or her control is completely excused and
exonorated.

Needless to say, one need not apologise for asking questions, On the
contrary, since Jews are described in the Torah as a 'wise and under-_
standing people, ! it is desirable that questions which come within the
realm of human understanding should be also be understood and not left
to faith alone, wherever thiﬁossible. There is only one prerequisite,
which goes back to the time when the Torah ad Miztvos were given at
Sinai, namely that the Torah must be accepted on the basis of Naaseh
("we will do') first, and then y'nishma ('we will understand') - meaning,
that the performance of Mitzvos must not be made conditional on the
understanding of their deeper significance, etc., nor must the vitality
and enthusiasm of the performance be any the less,

This basic principle and attitude is also a matter of common sense.
If the Torah is accepted as Divine - otherwise there is no point at all
in any questions and discussions, since if it fnan-made one would be
free to do as one pleases - that is, given by a Supreme Being, Whose
Essence is beyong human grasp, it would be a contradiction in terms
to demand to know the meaning and significance of each Divine Mitzva
before performing it, for it would reduce the Supreme Being to the level
of the limited human intelligence, which, moreover, is subject to de-
velopment, since human understanding increases from day to day with
newly acquited knowledge and experfnce; yet he insists on understanding
it today, on his present level.
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Divine Torah, with all the consequences therefrom,
Much more could be said on the subject matter, but I rust the abowe

will suffice. May G-d, whose benevolent Providence extends to each amé
everyomr.e individually, lead you in the path of Truth,

With blessmg%%ﬁw

P.S. Since you refer to women's lib, which has become so popular

__in recent years, it baffles E’e that the thrust of the movement is ceafeses

on the woman's becoming 10 man -- and this is what is termed
'independence! and 'feminist! pride, ete,!





