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By the Grace of G=d

2nd Day of Weekly Portion:

"You' are standing firmly this day,
all of you" (Deut, 29:9)

18 Elul, ? 5736, Brooklyn, N. Y.

' To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere =
; G=d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

The Month of Elul, 3 as is well known, is the month of honest self-
assessment for the outgoing year, and, at the same time, the month of
preparation for the new year - which is, clearly, also a purpose of the
honest assessment: Not only to try to make good the deficiencies, but
also to know, and to resolve with proper determination, what should be
the daily conduct henceforth, which will make the coming year a good and
sweet year spiritually, hence also a good and sweet year materially,

In the month of Elul itself, the 18th ("Chai") Elal comes as a special
reminder, with encouragement and exhortation, in the said two aspects,
self-assessment and preparation, Its message is: With this day begin the
last 12 days of the year; hence the selfsearching must now be more intensive
and embrace the months of the year = each day corresponding to a month,
the start being with Chai Elul, Moreover, according to our Rebbes « Nessiim,
the day of Chai Elul must infuse vitality 9 ("'chai''=life) into all detailsb of the
Divine service in the entire month of Elul and in its two general aspects of

assessment and preparation,
L

One may wonder what has "vitality" to do with such a thing as an
honest assessment which deals with "hard" facts ? But it has, and it is as
follows: .

There is the well known instruction that, just as one must not forget
one's shortcomings, in order to rectify them fully, so must one not forget
one's good qualities, in order to utilize them in the fullest measure,

In order that this $hould be accomplished as behooves one = and in the
greatest possible degree - the assessment must be done with real vitality,

An honest assessment of one's shortcomings might sometimes induce
discouragement, Sor worse, despair. An honest evaluation of one's achieve~-
ments might lead to complacencylo and to the conclusion that one has already

attained a state of perfection,
However, the sign and effectiveness of vitality is in growth, and

Not the growth of a vegetable, which remains in the same place
(and situation), but of 5 living creature - moving from place to better
place, !

g A ' il
And not only changing places » but also growing through personal change -,
cl‘.)hang'ing one's nature, habits and entir e being™ fr om good to better and still
better, . : !
S % = i
This is the true vitality of a Jew, who has been commanded to refine
and change his character attributes, 13




The capacity to attain all the above has been given to every Jew,
or, using the quotation in the dateline above, to "all of you, " from
"the heads 14 of your tribes'' to ""the hewer of your wood and the drawer
of your water, "

For, the vitality of every Jew derives from, and’is bound up with,
the Source of Life, as is written, And 15 you who are attached to G-d, your
G=d, are all of you living this day = by virtue of your attachment to
G-dliness, the Source of life and vitality, through the Torah, Toras=Chayim,
and the Mitzvos whereby Jews live,

Moreover, it is a matter of common experience that everything done
with vivacity can be achieved with greater success and more completeness,
And - what is no less important = such activity makes the proper impact
on others to be inspired with the same spirit, for the best influence is a

living example,
* %k *

May G-d grant that everyone, man and woman, take full advantage of
the great opportunity of the last days of the year, and those following, all
the days of the coming year - with true vitality in fullest measure, as
above,

And in the merit of it everyone, in the midst of all our Jewish people,
should be inscribed unto a good and sweet year for good life and for peace, 17

Unto the coming of our Righteous Moshiach, and the fulfilment of the
Divine prophecy: "The strength and glory of the Righteous shall be uplifted," 18
very socn indeed,

With esteem and blessing,

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/

.3 "1 a"nr akay .a"3 Sy oxp sivat e"ny n"ipy axy (1
1pra 133 (n"in mawa) owyas 12mn 2Y¥IIAM AMIREA VW a1hn o (2
Yaaap dpapey axa (3 .141 “y a"wna manvwn ‘0 A217K3 AKSY .(a"pn niwa)
.oy naY “1a nokay B"ay oxxn op¥a BUrsaxa® oy o Lw"opn "= n"ix10 Linp2a
ny1p* p*31DaY .no n'hixa Ly "3 T191 y102 131} »mTy rax A"y n"1pY
m3ppa TBY3Y MW 53 Sy A5 DY BAT hy TR T3 a"e sapk "3 (axYoaa Ypay)
nimson ‘0 (4 .zTin 3"+ (avyna avrn Yavk) avamab prany (kT ni3yna)
‘9 T3 372 v"iphya wany . 122 "¢ a"en'a nincen "o (5 L179 ,177 "y 2"on'nm
,M"221 ATI3Y AN BIINYR ‘v mpavyoe /(6 .12352 "7 7 om0 o@ v R 3R8
81 DIvA LxEph ‘¥ ‘7 193 1"ipy axa (T J{n"33y LYok B1pth) matenn raEy
w3398 neitx nxa (10 .99y A"odn x»in AR (9 .x ,TD MIZIND OKRA (8 .vp ¥
191k3 10 AT »:9%w (manvzan) navhEa v W (11  .te=1"p3 yrymy omerp .3"ce
n"opnifo 3acy) 0IXIP AT NZIZY AN ABITID MY ABIZT pAROAM <"y Lrapsy oanx
»3aK XY 71%zny viax py2eIaY naw ver (K, n psnatr) asbnay L{(23p @ 1"aamb
<N 139INI0 TWINYE NIIORI PR AR PO AP 5"~ 3"yox mxny L {"rnma)
.3,8* mtve x"sp L "s gMamont e'n (123 Leftman aMpan 7% 1Y a'so axn (12

CRBANIR-IEY. = s1Mis=n .23 Bva%3 (14 L by 13 T Tk 9D 2 BT e i IS E 5
. i hi "

STnyYy ey rmapy L1vEn 3MaTE ARaY LT, 3vmat LT LaTAtR v) 9'.‘-:- n'nax
0 f ' - - L

aryay (17 .loe a"naka “na) sw avsn e ammy L ogs conr a160 L (20p )

a%iy Yo iprax tav"waia e ue o oushan (48, ' a2 BYm TEEBT BDIAY BYYLR

—n . mamew
; - Nk rd Rt






