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By the Grace of G-d
11th of Nissan, 5735
Brooklyn, N.,Y,.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere
G-d bless you

Greeting and Blessing:

In our letter of Rosh Chodesh Nissan we reflected on the subject of Zman
Cheiruseinu, the Festival of Our Liberation, in its dual meaning; Liberation
of the Jewish people and, with it, liberation of the Shechinah (Divine Presence),
as it were - a concept already indicated in various texts of the Torah and
more explicitly in Rabbinic sources., It is rooted in the fact that when Jews
go into exile, the Shechinah goes (into exile) with them, Thus our Sages of
blessed memory declared, ''As they went into exile in Egypt, the Shechinah
went with them', 1 Hence, liberation must likewise include both - '"the people
and G-d, " Consequently, it was pointed out, true freedom must be expressed
in terms of continuous striving for liberation and expansiveness (the exact
opposite of bondage and restraint) in the everyday life - both in the area of
man's duties to G-d and in the area of man's duties to man (''Good to Heaven
and good to the creatures''), so as to achieve redemption of both ''the people

and G-d, "

Pursuing the theme more deeply, at least in one aspect, it ought to be
said that true liberation, in addition to being expressed in the said two areas
of human endeavor, requires, moreover, that every action, 2 whether in the
realm of ''Good to Heaven'' or ''good to the creatures', must embrace ele-
ments of both, and also in the same measure of freedom and expansiveness

in both,

Parenthetically, yet significantly, this is also a step towards 'achieving,
in a deeper and more inclusive way, unity of the entire created Universe -
which is, of course, the purpose of the Jew, as an individual, and as a mem-

ber of the people which is characterized as one people on earth in the sense
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(according to a Chassidic interpretationd) that "'it brings about unity (also) in

the realm of earthly things, "
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By way of illustration:

We see that when a Jew is about to celebrate the Seder in the best manner
of '"good to Heaven'' - being inspired with gratitude to G-d for the Geulo




(redemption from Egypt), in which he experiences his personal redemption, as
in the text of the Haggadah, ¢ ', ,,Who redeemed us (in addition to®) and Who re-
deemed our ancestors'' - he must begin the Seder® with the announcement, "Who-

ever is hungry..., ' 'whoever is needy...,' immediately inviting to the Seder-

table all those who are unable to celebrate the Seder by themselves.

Furtherna'lore, the whole Seder is based on the commandment, ''thou shalt
tell” thy son, '"® indicating an obligation to involve others? in it, whatever their

status, for -

Thy son includes all the four kinds of sons, 10 and, moreover,

In light of the Sages' interpretation that';:hy sons includes thy disciples, L2

it really embraces everyone whom you can influence and bring closer to Yiddish-
keit,

Similarly, we see in the case of Shovuos, the Festival of the Giving of Our
Torah, where "Our Torah' (as in the case of ""Our Liberation') has the dual mean-
ing: Our Torah, which G-d gave us, and G-d's Torah; for G-d Himself, as it were,
keeps the Torah and Mitzvos, as the Midrash interprets!? the verse, ''He tells
His precepts to Jacob, His statutes and His judgments to Israel, "13 to the effect

~ that these are His precepts, His statutes, and His judgments, namely, those
' ‘which G-d Himself observes., So also in the area of Torah-study (of which it is = .
‘stated that ""Torah-study balances all the Mitzvos'"), which the Jew studies as e e

G-d's Torah, the Torah in which G-d 'delights, "14 gnd which He 'recites in uni-
son with the student''15 - it is not enough that he learns for himself, but he has
the obligation of ""Thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children - thy students, "
Indeed, the highest form of Torah-study is study in assembly; and real under-
standing of Torah is achieved through teaching others, as the saying, "from my
students I have learned most of all, "'16

Again, in the case of Succos, Shmini Atzeres and Simchas Torah, the Season
of Our Rejoicing, which, as mentioned, implies the dual rejoicing of Jews (with
G-d and with the Torah) and of G-d and the Torah (with the Jews) - it is required
that the rejoicing should be in a manner of thou shalt rejoice with thy festival, -
thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy man-servant and maid-servant, and - - b
the Levite, and the stranger, and the orphan and the widow in thy gates.*‘ In other
words, the joy of the festival must permeate not only the person himself, but also
his household, indeed all around him, even the 'stranger' and all who are still
standing 'at the gates, " '
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Just as in the realm of ""Good to Heaven, ' which must embrace also ''good
to the creatures, ' so in the realm of the latter, true liberation in inter-human re-
lations is achieved when it is also ''good to Heaven, '"18 For if an action in relation
to other people is prompted only by one's own reason, or feeling, it is limited to,
and in the measure of, 19 one's intellect and feelings, - as this subject has been

discussed at greater length elsiwhere}:
> *




Reference has been made above to the two pillars, Torah and Gmilus
Chasodim (acts of loving-kindness), but the same is true also in the realm of
the third pillar, Avodah, prayer.

As is known, the daily prayers have been instituted in place of the daily ser-
vices in the Beis Hamikdosh, specifically that of the Korban-tomid, 20 which was
offered twice daily, in the morning and evening, The Korban-tomid, though a
burnt-offering "wholly unto G-d, 41 had to be a public sacrifice, 22 in which all
the people shared and were united through the "half-shekel' contribution,

‘ A special point, 23 among others, has been made of the half-shekel levy

as alluding to the moral lesson that a Jew is complete only together with another
~Jew, This is further underscored by the instruction that before a Jew begins his
morning prayer, even if he prays in solitude, he should first say, 'l accept upon
- myself the Mitzvas-asseh of Love your fellow-Jew as yourself, "%4

5% > R

Inasmuch as the Geulo from the present Golus (exile) is destined to be ''as
in the days of your going out of Egypt, '""25 which, as mentioned above, was in a
manner of redeeming ''the People and G-d, " it is self-evident that the way to
hasten its coming is through efforts and deeds in both areas: in that of ""Good to
Heaven'' - to help redeem the Shechinah from Golus, and in that of ''good to the
creatures' - to ensure that no Jew should, G-d forbid, be lost in the Golus,

Efforts and deeds in the service of G-d embracing all three pillars, Torah,
Avodah and Gmilus Chasodim, with true freedom in the above-mentioned sense,

May G-d grant that by virtue of the Jews being ''all of us like one, ' we
should promptly see the open realization of 'bless us, our Father, 26 and the
realization of "in that day will G-d be One and His Name One, '"27 through the
service of ''one people on earth, ' and the realization of ''G-d is my King since
the days of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth, ''48 with the coming
of the true and complete Geulo through our righteous Moshiach,

With esteem and blessing for a
Kosher and Happy Pesach

/Signed/ MENACHEM SCHNEERSON
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