URGENT CALL FROM THE
LUBAVITCHER REBBE N"1"7¥

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, 8“0, has
initiated a massive “MITZVAH CAMPAIGN” in connection with the situation
for Jews in the world today, and especially in the Holy Land. The Rebbe pointe’
out that the Mitzvos emphasized in this campaign have, in addition to the essential
feature common to all precepts, the particular characteristic of strengthening
protection and security for the Jewish people in general, especially where it is
needed most. The vrotective effect brought about by the performance of these
Mitzvos goes to the extent that it negates, not only the enemy’s action, but also
their evil intentions, and ultimately transforms the enemy into a friend.

He explained that his intention was not to suggest that the recent tragedies
of Kiryat Shemona, Maalot, Shamir, and Nahariya, occurred because of a lacking in
the Mitzvos. Rather, it was analogous to the essential army rule of wearing a helmet
to protect against enemy fire. If someone were to take away the helmet (or to
prevent a soldier from wearing it), and (after even a long interval) the enemy were
to fire and wound, etc., the soldier, it is obvious that the cause of the wounding,
etc., was the enemy fire. But, had the soldier been wearing his helmet, he would
not have been wounded, since the helmet would have shielded him. Therefore,
the one who deprives the soldier of his helmet must also be accountable for the
wounding, etc., because he hampered the soldier’s protection.

The same applies in our case. There are causes to these tragedies. As
Maimonides says (Laws of Fasting 1, 3) “G-d forbid to say that this was natural
law or coincidental.”

Similarly, in connection with the following Mitzvah Campaigns. Certainly
it is not possible to say, G-d forbid, that the deficiency in these Mitzvah Campaigns
caused the tragedies. But by the fulfillment of these Mitzvos, besides the major
point that one should fulfill them because they are the Mitzvos of G-d, they also
guard, shield and save the Jewish people from the enemies who surround them.

It is forbidden, G-d forbid, to treat lightly or abuse these Mitzvah Campaigns
because one would thus deny the shielding and protection of the Jewish people,
G-d forbid. (And even though G-d will surely guard the Jewish people, and “The
Guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps,” nevertheless, in military strategy
it is important to wear the helmet—and according to our Torah this is a “life
saving matter.”)

TORAH STUDY

Every Jew should have a designated time each day for Torah study,
each individual according to his capacity and time available, during which time
he should be completely absorbed in his study of Torah, and all unrelated matters
removed from his mind. The Talmud tells us: “Torah shields and saves.”

TEFILLIN

Every man and boy over thirteen years of age should don Tefillin
(phylacteries) every weekday. Our Rabbis explain that the verse: “And the
nations of the world shall see the Name of G-d is called upon you and they will fear
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Mitzvah of Tefillin instills awe and fear into the hostile nations of the world,
so that they will fear to harm the Jewish people.

MEZUZAH

Every Jewish home should make sure to have Mezuzos affixed to the
doorposts. Those that already have Mezuzos affixed should have them checked
(inspected) by a pious scribe to make sure they are made of parchment and are
haad written and in no need of repair. The Divine Name SHA-DAI, on the
outside of the Mezuzah, is an acrostic of the Hebrew words which mean “Guard-
ian of the Doorways of Israel.” According to the Zohar, the verse: “The L-rd
will guard your going out and coming in, now and forevermore” refers to the
Mezuzah, which means that a Mezuzah guards the Jew both at home and outside
unti! he returns.

CHARITY

To encourage Jews to give Tzedakah (charity), and that every Jewish
home have a charity box (pushka). The box should be placed in a conspicuous
place so that one can readily perform the Mitzvah and also be reminded of
the Mitzvah of charity. Our Rabbis tell us that, since the Mitzvah of Tzedakah
helps sustain the lives of the poor and needy, G-d rewards in kind, and it
stands the giver of Tzedakah and his family in good stead, when their own
lives might be in danger. The Tzedakah-pushka is a reminder of this great
Zechus and of the protection it brings.

TORAH BOOKS

Every Jewish home should have sacred hooks—at least a Chumosh (Bible),
Tehillim (Psalms), and a Siddur (Prayer Book). This also increases the protection
of the home and the people in it. The books of Torah also remind the Jew of what
is written in them . . . that the Torah and Mitzvos are “Our life and length
of our days.”

All the aforementioned matters protect not only the Jew who fulfills these
Mitzvos, but also all the Jews wherever they are—even those who have not
yet fulfilled the Mitzvos. Although the fulfillment of a Mitzvah by one individual
doe. not absolve another, and every effort should be made to see that a second Jew
also fulfill them, still the fulfillment of these Mitzvos by each individual elicits a
protection for the whole of the Jewish community for we are all interdependent—
“All of Israel are brothers and we all have one Father.” So does Maimonides
give the Halachic ruling: “Everyone should consider himself all year round as
exactly balanced between merit and otherwise . . . and so should he consider the
whole world. When he does one Mitzvah, he then weighs himself and the whole
world to the state of merit, and he causes himself and the whole world to have
salvation and redemption.”

Anyone. that needs assistance or more information or would like to contribute
toward these vital efforts, please contact.

MITZVAH CAMPAIGN HEADQUARTERS

LUBAVITCH YOUTH ORGANIZATION
770 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11213
778-4270-1 778-4258 773-8652
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