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By the Grace of G-d
In the Days of Selichosl

0734, Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere,

G-d bless you all,
Greeting and Blessing:

One of the main aspects of Rosh Hashono is its being the
anniversary of the creation of man?, Hence Rosh Hashono is also

the Day of Judgrnent3 for mankind, as well as for the world in general4 -
which had been created for man's sake, © to be conquered and governed

by him, 6

This is also the reason? why Rosh Hashono is Coronation® Day,
when Jews proclaim G-d's Sovereignty as King of the Jewish people and
King of the Universe, 9 and petition Him - in all prayersl0 of Rosh
Hashono: ''Display Your reign over all the world, " with certaintyll, that
He will favor the petition and accept the Coronation,
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Needless to say, this Coronation must be wholehearted and com-
plete, meaning that together with the feeling of awesome reverence for
the sublime majesty of the King of the Universe, coupled with the profound
jc:»yl2 at G-d's acceptance of the Coronation,

There is bound up with it a firm resolution of allegiance and
obedience to His commandments - to carry them out on each and every
day of the incoming yearl3 and thereafter,

The general and essential nature of this resolution is: to order
one's life - in every aspect of the daily lifel4 - in accord with the purpose
of man's creation, which is - to quote the succinct formulation of our
Sages: 'l was created to serve my Master (Creator)';19 and to serve
Him with joy, as it is written, 'Serve G-d with joy, 116

. The nature and end-purposel? of this service is: "To make an
abode for G-d in the lowest world, ''18 This means, to conduct oneself



in such a way that every detail in the surrounding world, and certainly
every detail of the individual's personal life, becomes an "'abode' for
G-dliness,

Which is achieved through everyday Torah-and-Mitzvos living,

All this is required of every Jew, man or woman, young or old,
regardless of position and status, as this is also indicated in the verse
alluding to Rosh Hashono:19 '"You are standing firmly20 this day, all of
you, before G-d your G-d: your heads,.. down to the drawer of your
water, ''41 Every Jew, without exception, is required and expected to
rise to the level of '"standing before G-d, your G-d, " regardless how it

was in the past year,
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The question arises: How can one expect every Jew to attain
such a level, and to attain it truly and with joy, considering that it has '
to do with an "abode in the lowest world, '"242 a world that is predominantly
materialistic; a world in which Jews are - quantitatively - ''the fewest
among all the nations'';439 and, moreover, to expect it of the Jew when
his indispensable physical requirements, such as eating, drinking, sleep-
ing, making a living, etc,, occupy the major part of his time and energy,
leaving but little time for matters of spirit and holiness ?

The explanation of it - in terms understandable to all - 1s to be¢
found in the concept of Bitochon, trust in G-d,

Bitochon being one of the foundations of the Torah, 44 called
Toras Chayim, 'instruction in the daily life, %

The concept of Bitochon is the underlying theme of Psalm 27
which is recited throughout this month, the month of Elul, the month
of preparation for the new year, and continued into the beginning of the
new year, during the greater part of Tishrei:

(A psalm) by David: G-d is my light and my help;

whom shall I fear ?

This trust in G-d, which King David expresses for and in be-
half of every Jew, namely, complete confidence in G-d's help, embraces
both the material aspects in life as well as the spiritual, to the extent of
attaining the highest level of Divine service, as is also evident irom the
subsequent verses of the said Psalm, down to the concluding verse:

Hope in G-d, be strong and lct your heart take
d

courage; yea, hoEe in G-q,




The idea of Bitochon is to feel reassured and convinced that
G-d will help overcome all difficulties in life, both material and
spiritual, 26 gince "G-d is my light and my help," It is, especially cer-
tain27 that everyone, man or woman, are able to carry out their mission
in life, and do so with joy - reflecting on the extraordinary privilege
of having been chosen by G-d to be His emissary on earth for the pur-
pose of "making for Him an abode in the lowest world' - with the
assurance of having G-d's light, help and fortitude to carry out this
mission,

- The joy of it is further increased by contemplating the nature
of this help from G-d, which comes to him in a manner of "I turn to my
Loving G-d and my Loving G-d turns to me''28 - the G-d Who loves me
with infinite Divine love -

Which is bestowed particularly as from Rosh Chodesh Elul
through Yom Kippur, as explained by our Sages. 29

Hence, during this time, as also throughout the year thereafter,
this extraordinary Divine love must evoke in the heart of every Jew a
boundless love for G-d, as the Psalmist expresses it: '"Whom have I
in heaven ? and on earth I desire nothing but You; my flesh and my
heart languish for You, O G-d, "30 Here, too, the love and trust in G-d
are underscored 1n all aspects of life; ''in heaven' - the spiritual, and

"on earth' - the material,
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Bitochon in G-d is for every Jew an inheritance from our
Patriarchs, as is written, "In Ycu our fathers trusted;31 they trusted -
~and You delivered them, '"32 It is deeply ingrained in the Jewish heart
and soul; all that is necessary is to bring it forth to the surface, so
that it permeates the daily life in all its aspects,

In light of the rule, enunciated by our Sages of blessed memory,
‘that "By the measure that a person measures, it is measured to him, "33
it follows that the stronger and more embracing one's Bitochon is, 34 the
greater, more evident, and more inclusive is the fulfillment of this trust,
through the blessings which G-d bestows, materially and spiritually,
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18 May G-d grant that all the above - the fulfillment of the Divine
by | mission to make for Him an abode in this world, the Bitochon in G-d,
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and G-d's blessings materially and spiritually - should be realized in
every Jew in the fullest measure,

And this will also hasten the fulfillment of the all-inclusive
Divine blessing to our people Israel - the true and complete Geulo
through our righteous Moshiach,

With the blessing of kesivo vachasimo
toivo for a good and sweet year, both
materially and spiritually,

/Signed: Menachem Schneerson/
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