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Greeting and Blessing:

This is to z2cknowledge with thanks receipt of your let-
ter of March 4th vith all the enclosures, which I just re-
ceived,

Needless to say, I read with interest both your letter
and the enclosures.

With regard to the essential points of your letter,
specifically in regard to the activities of Shamir, I agree
of course with all you stated in your letter., However, I
believe one essential point, and perhaps very essential, is
missing, This is not surprising, inasmuch as it is perhaps
the most difficult one to cope with, and it is also compli-
cated by the fact that it might create certain suspicions
and prejudices on the part o? persons connected with the
various departments, Conseg\aently, what I am writing to you
here (with a copy to Prof. Branover), may be premature to be
brought out into the open for the time beirg.

I have in mind the economic problem’ of new Olim, and
what should be dcne about it., As in the case of everything,
there are effects and symptoms, and there are causes which
bring them about. While the reason why many of the Olim
have nct been absorbed into a religious atmosphere is that
they have not been approached and taker care of immediately,
or soon after, thzir arrival, or for lack of an adequate
budget and the like - 2n important reason, and perhaps the
main cause, is the fact that in the final analysis every nesw
immigrant’ becomes involved with the problem of Parnosso, a
suitable job and a suitable apartment, and in some cases
there is the protlem of a job not only for the head of the
family, but also for his wife and grownup children.

Now, the distribution of apartments ard jobs, etc., like
everything else in Eretz Yisroel, is in the hands of certain
parties, representino certain ideologies. Even those Olim
who have no desire to fall under the influence of the party
(and ideology) fror which they receive economic 2ssistance, it

is inevitable that they should indirectly ke so influenced,
and, considering human nature, it is inevitable that direct
influence should pet be brought to tear,

Needless to say, the responsibility to provide a jot
rests upon the government, and upon state and municipal
offices, all of which, as mentioned above, are involved in
politics. And it is not for Shamir to become a political
activity; on the contrary, as often emphasized, it should
steer clear from (psrtyypolitics. ilowever, what can be done,
and very effectively, is that when an individual has to
neqgotiote for an apartment, etc., it should not be done by
the individual alone, or even by a {riend or relative, but
through the organization., And if this were to be done, the
above mentioned uncesirable sad effects and influences on
the part of those who dispense economic assistance, could be
largely curtailed.
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In view of the above, I had occasion to discuss the a-
bove with Prof. Branover, and I believe also with you, and
I have often emphasized that Shamir should become a place
where Olim could also rece}ve help in their economic probleng
an¢ in due course, not onlyshelpful, but it should become a
force to obtain better conﬁitions. etc., for tnhne Olim in
whose behalf 3hamir would act as their representative.

As indicated above, this problem reguires a discreet ap-
oroach, in order not to get involved ir politics. However,
with good will and determination, this maotter could be put
into effect. If the administration c{ Shamir :i!l make *his
one of their important goals, even if at thc taginning it
a5 to be hardled «ith discretion, without corinc out with it
at full blast, it vould nevertheless ir-meciately orovicde neu:
cuidelines fcr mary branches of 5hamir's activitiess I need
hardly add that time is an importart fact in this arez, for
such matters as housing and earning 2 livelihood 3are oress-
ing needs, ard naturally preoccupy the mincs ¢i the new Clinm
frcm *the moment of arrival, evern though the first few months
are spent in an Ulpan, But the anxiety is there, and the
sconer it can be alleviated, the better it is frcm every view:-
ooint, inclucing, above all, the main point that they should
not have to Zeel that they 2re entirely depencent upongper- (3<~&
sons and departments who are, unfortunately, rore interested
in marty politics, than in the spiritual well-being of the
neonle depencing upon their qood oraces,
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P.S. For various reasons, I have not written to you my ob-
servations in regard to the memo of our conversation which
you sent me, I must say at once, however, that the purpose
of putting it down on paper is not, as you assumed, in or-
der to make it available for distribution. My remarks to
you during our conversation when you were here were primari-
ly intended for you, and therefore I relt that I could
speak to you more freely. Otherwise, many matters would
have been/discussed in greater detail, {n order to preclude
any misunderstanding on the part of others who are not so
well orientated in these matters. Furthermore, since our
conversation, conditions in the Holy Land have changed in
many aspects,

However, inasmuch as you took the trouble to write
down the main points or our conversation, and to send it
here, 1 amAeaxtioCUXEx my notes to the best of my recollection.
I repeat that it is not jecessary that this should be pub-
1ished or made widely available, except, of course, to
very close assoclates. s ior making it more widely avail-
able, I must leave 1t to you .ni your associates, wio are
vell acquainted with the local situation,

Needless to say that frank comments to me are not only desirable
but very necessary and eagerly expected.






