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This is to zcknowledge viith thanks receipt of your let­
ter of I.larch 4th ·11th all the enclosures, waich I just re­
ceived. 

Needless to say, I read with interest both your letter 
and the enclosures. 

With regard to the essential points of your lett�r, 
specifically ln regard to the activities of Shamir, I agree 
of course witb all you stated in your latter. However, I 
believe one essential point, and perhaps very essential, is 
missing. This is not surprising, inasmuch as it is perhaps 
the most difficult one to cope with, and it is al so c0111pli­
cated by the fact that it might create certain suspicions 
and prejudices on the part of persons connected with the 
various departments. Consequently, what I am writing to you 
here (with a copy to Prof. Branover), may be premature to be 
brought out into the open for the time beir.g. 

I hav" in mind the economic proble"',{ of new Olim, and 
what should be dc�e about it. As in the ca�e of everything, 
there are effects and symptoms, and there are causes which 
bring them about. While the reason why many of the Olim 
have net be"n absorbed into a religious atnosphere is that 
they have not been approached and taker. care of invnediately, 
or soon after, th�ir arrival, or for lack of an adequate 
budget and the like - an important reason, and perhaps the 
main causr, is the fact that in the final analysis every nel': 
irrrnigrant'becomes involved with the problen of Parnosso, a 
suitable job and a suitable apartment, and in some cases 
there is the problem of a job not only for the head of the 
family, but also for his wife and grownup children. 

N01v, the distribution of apartments ar.:l jobs, etc., like 
everything else in :retz Yisroel, is in the hands of certain 
parties, represcr,tinCJ certain ideologies. �ven those Olim 
who have no desire to fall under the influence of the party 
(and ideolo� fror.. which they receive economic assistance, it 
is inevitable that they should indir•ctly be so influenced, 
and, considering human nature, it i� inevitable t�at direct 
influence should !)l>'t be brought to rear. 

tieedless to say, the responsibility to provi1e a job 
rests upon the government, and upon state and mWnicipal 
offices, all of which, as mentioned above, are involved in 
politics. And it is not for Shamir to become a political 
activity1 on the contrary, as ofte� emphasi=ed, it should 
steer clear from �orty)politics. itowever, �vhat can be done, 
and very effectively, is that when an individual has to 
negotiate for an apartment, etc., it should no� be done by 
the individual alone, or even by a friend or relative, but 
through the organization. And if this were to be done, the 
above mentioned unCesirable sad eff�cts and influences on 

the part of those ��o dispense econo�ic as�ist�nce, could be 
largely curtailed. 



/omitted 
or 

/sending 
separatley 

In view of the above, I had occasion to d�scuss the a­
'Jove with Prof. Branov�r, and I believe also •:·ith you, and 
; have often emphasized that Shamir shou!d become a place 
\•:here Olim could also receJ.:ve help in their economic problerrr. 
anc; in due courseA not onl y:helpful, hut it should become a 
fo�ce to obtain better conaitions, etc., for the Olim in 
whose behalf .ihamir would act as their represe:1tative. 

As indicated above, this problem requires a 1iscreet ap-
9roach, in order not to get involved ir. politics. However, 
v:ith good ·:,ill and determination, t!1is ;:,,1tter could be put 
into effect. If t�e administratio n  c: 5harnir �ill make this 
::-ne of their important goals, even if 2 t +.ric t:>gi:1ning i 't. 
�:a� to be har.dled �-·ith discretion, ·.vithout cor..in� out \·,it� i.t 
at full blast, it t·ould nevertheless i:-meCic?tely ?rovic!e ne\! 
c--uiclelines fer mar.'/ branches of '.;ha1air's activities. I :.eeC 
h.Jrdly add that tine is an inportar.t fact in t;,1� area, fc.r 
such matters as housing anci earning ? livelihood :tre r,ress-
ing �eeds, a;d naturally \'reoccupy tr.e r.1inds cf t�E ne\·1 Olin 
frcrr tl�e moment of arriva , ever. t�oush t�e fi::-st fe-...: mon:hs 
are sr,cnt in an lilran. But the anxiety is thEre, and thE 
scon�r it ca� be alleviated, the better it is frcm every vie�­
point, incluCing, above all, the main point that they_� 
not have t,:, :"eel t�at they are entirely depenCent upo���=:':-1� ....... e.. 
sons and depJrtments who are, unfortunately, �ore interested 
i.n !')arty politics, than in the sp iritual well-'!:>e:ng of t!"le 
�eo�le depen�ing upon their good �races. 

P.s. for various reasons, I h•v• not writt•n to you my ob­
servation• in regard to th• .. mo of our converaation which 
you sent ... I must say at once, however, that the purpose 
of putting it down �n p•p•r is not, as you assumed, in or­
der to aake it available for distribution. lly remarks to 
you during our conversation when you were here were pri�ari­
ly intended for you, and therefore I ielt that I could 
speak to you aor• freely. Otherwise, many matters would 
have been/discussed in greater detail, \n order to preclude 
any misunderstanding on the part of others who are not so 
well orientated in th••• matters. Furthermore, since our 
conversation, conditions in the Holy Land have changed in 
many a spec ts. 

However, inasnrJch as you took tho trouble to write 
down the 111ain points oi our conversation, and to send it 
here, I am4�1ny not�• to the b�;t of rrry recollection. 
I repeat that it is not .,ocessary that this should be pub­
lished or made widely available, except, of course, to 
very close .issociates. r\S for making it more widely avail­
able, I n,ust leave it to you .,nd your :issoclates, w:10 are 
well acquainted v;i th the local situation. 

Needless to eay that frank comments to me are not only desirable 
but very necessary and eagerly expected. 




