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5th Chanukah Light, 5734
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To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere -
G d bless you,

Greetmg and Blessmg

The Shalt:bh:l observes that Chanukah has a bearmg and effect on the
entire world In his words:

Chanukah when the rededication of the Beth

Hamikdosh took place, has to do with the renewal

- of the world, 2 for the world was created for the
sake of the Torah and the fulfillment of the |
Mitzvoth. The Greeks attempted to abolish the
Torah and Mitzvoth among the Jewish people.
When the Chasmonoim prevailed over them, the
Torah and Mitzvoth prevailed and thus the world

- was renewed.....And just as Creation began with
"Let there be light, "3 so the Mitzvah of Chanukah

begins with the lighting of candles.

The connection of Chanukah with the lighting of candles may further be
elaborated on the basis of the special quality of the Mitzvah of the Chanukah

Light, as has been discussed elsewhere at length, Briefly:

All Mitzvoth produce effects in the world (as indicated in the Shaloh,
above), but the effect is not always discernable to the physical eye or not
dlscerna.ble immediately upon the performance of the Mitzvah.

For example, the Mitzvah of Tzedoko, which is the "core"?® of all the
Mitzvoth, carries the reward of life® and sustenance to the giver of Tzedoko
and to his family, and brings vitality to the world. But this does not come about
in the direct manner of cause and effect as in the case of planting and reaping,
and the 1:ke, and is certaml}é not plainly evident to the physical eye, or under-

stood by "secular” thinking,

Slmllarly in regard to the general performance of each and every Mitzvah,
whereby the Light of the En Sof (The Infinite) is suffused in the world, as indicated
in the verse, "for a Mitzvah is a candle and the Torah is light?" It is not

the kind of light that is visible to the physical eye,
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There is a preeminence in the Mitzvoth connected with lighting candles &

such as in the Beth Hamikdosh of old, and the Shabbos and Yom Tov candles in
the home, ete. - in that the effect of the action, the appearance of light, is
immediately visible; indeed it has to be visible to all 8 who are in the house,
which is actually illuminated by this light. Vi

- Among these latter Mitzvoth, the Mitzvah of kindling the Chanukah Light
is unique'in that it is required to be displayed to the outside, in accordance
with the rule that it should be placed ""at the entrance of the home, outside, "
(if possible, or in the window). Thus every bypasser, ineluding non-Jews,
immediately notices the effect of the light, which illuminates the outside and
the environment. Moreover, it becomes common knowledge in advance that
Chanukah is coming and Jews everywhere will observe the precept of lighting
candles that will illuminate the darkness of the night (since lighting time of the

Chanukah lamp is after sunset), © lighting up the outside, 10

From what has been said above about the physical etfects of the Chanukah
candles, it becomes apparent what their spiritual effects are: The Chanukah
Light has the special quality of illuminating the darkness of the spiritual
"outside, " the Golus (Exile) in its plain sense, as well as the inner "Golus, "
namely, the darkness of sin and of the Yetzer Hara" 1 (they alone being the
cause of the Golus, in the ordinary sense, as it is written, "Because of our
sins we have been exiled from our land'"); and this act of illumination takes
immediate effect, without requiring any prior explanation (i.e. even without
preparation on the part of the "outside'). |

Inasmuch as the concept of Chanukah is a most comprehensive one, ari%.
as quoted above. it has to do with the "renewal (restoration and perfection)

of the world, " it is clear that the Mitzvoth connected with Chanukah contain
special comprehensive instructions, that is, practical teachings for the daily
life and conduct, and also the order in which the Chanukah Mitzvoth are
observed indicates a general and essential guiding principle. Some of them
are as follows: ' ' |

(1) The essential thing is the deed.'l?" First and foremost must come the
practical act, the first Mitzvah of Chanukah being the lighting of the candles,
the time of which is immediately after sunset on the day before Chanukah.

(2) The effect of every human act must also contribute a measure of light
to illuminate the "outside"’ 4 _ as indicated by the Chanukah Light which is
placed "at the entrance of the home, outside." - Sk

(3)_ The meaning of this light and illumination:

To be sure, a candle is a material thing, But "these lights are holy"’;

symbolizirllg what the Holy Seriptures call true light, namely the Torah and
Mitzvoth, as it ig written, ""A Mitzvah is a candle, and the Torah is light. 5
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(4) The motivation and purpose of every human act should be only tc fulfill
the Will 16 of the Holy One, blessed be He. Thereby one partakes, so to speak.
of the holiness 17 of the Hely One, as the first blessing before the lighting reads:
". .. Who has sanctified us by His cemmandments and gemmanded us to kindle

the Chanukah Light"..

(5) Then follows a second blessing, ''...Who wrought miracles for our
forefathers in those days at this season.' This means that even where a Jew
finds himself in a situation which, in the natural order of things, makes it
difficult for him to carry out the goal of ""A Mitzvah is a candle and the Torah
is light," he does not lose heart nor does he feel discouraged by difficulties 5
and hindrances, for ''the history of the fathers is the guideline for the children 19
our G-d, King of the Universe, performs miracles for us as He performed
miracles for our forefathers in those days at this time,

(6) After the two said blessings follows a third -

‘Which, although it is sa ajg only before the first lighting, its content
is related also to all the lightings *¥ on the subsequent nights of Chanukah, -

This is the blessing: ”'. .« Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and

- enabled us to reach this season.' The meaning of it is that one fulfills the
Torah and Mitzvoth with joy and gladness of heart, blesses and thanks G=d for
the opportunity, ability and strength which G-d prewdes to carry out His
commandment,

(7) After performing the Mitzvah act with the blessings preceding it and
the recital after it, follows the Evening Prayer (for the lighting of the Chanukah
Lamp comes before Maariv), which includes a special prayer of praise to G-d
during the days of Chanukah - V'Al Hanissim. |

In it it is emphasized that although we are "weak' and "few'' in the material
sense, we are children of a holy nation, ''pure and righteous and engaged in Your
(G- d"s) Torah, " and therefore G-d perferme for us not only just miracles but -
"miracles, delwere,nce mighty acts, salvations, wonders, " 20 5 "gregt salvation
and deliverance n 21 SO as '"fo thank and praise Your great Name 1 22

The said prayer of praise V'Al Hanissim further teaches us: Altheugh
a Jew has to do what he can in the natural way, he must at the same time
realize that the essential thing is to have absolute trust in G-d, for success is
from G-;%, as we say in I-Iallel ""This came from G-d; it is wondrous in our
eyes, "

| Se it was also in the days of Mattisyohu, when the Jews did their part
in the natural way, but with absolute faith in G-d; hence they did not engage in
calculations as to how great the edds are against them in terms of physical
power and numbers. |

ooy *
May G-d grant that each and every one of us, man or woman, carry out

this Mitzvah and all the Mitzvoth in accordance with the said instructions and
in their fullest measure,
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To be in all matters of Torah and Mitzvoth a llvmg example throughout
the whale year, both at home and outside,

Exemplifying the familiar expression "Shiiling Lights, ' to illuminate
"from sea to sea anu from the river to the end of the earth." 24

Wishing you a bmgbt Chanukah
brightening up all the days of the
year, and in a manner ozfssteadﬂy
1nc reasing illumination

_/ Signed/ Menachem Sehneerson
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