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Sholom uBrocho:

| I was pleased to be informed of your forthcoming Bar
Mitzvah celebration.
~ You surely realize the significance of reaching the age
of maturity as a full-fledged Jew, with all the privileges
and responsibilities that it entails in all matters of Torah
and Mitzvoth.
- Included, of course, is also the "great principln" of our
Wi, Torah, v'ohavto lre'acho komocho - the obligation to serve
S as a source of good 1nfluence to your friends, hearing in
5 ‘mind that the most effective influance comes from showing
a living example of daily life and conduct.
I want to take this opportunity of sharing with you some
thoughts which are highly relevant to a Bar Mitzvah.
Considering the significance of the occasion, as mentioned
| above, becoming Bar Mitzvah is not simply reaching a further
| ;fi milestone in the Jew's life. To reach the privileged status
ff@f%ﬁ‘“ " of becoming & fully qualified member of the Chosen People,
el L whom G-d has singled out to roaeivu His greatest treasure,
| tpg eternal Torah.andiuitzvoth - is certainly a deeply Joyous
-_’*___ﬁ't-q cﬁmp. a real Yom Tov, comparable to the Yom Tov whan a&ll
' Jews first bmm "Bar Mitzvah" at Mount Sinai.
; ppﬁnﬂ ‘strange, therefore, that such a happy occasion
{mt *bn marked by the omission of Tachnumn. For Tachnun
i f; on all joyous days in our Hebrew Calendar, even
pgllnq "minpr“ festivals. (If the day of Bar Mitzvah
o be ﬁhﬁpbos. when Tachnun is not said, it is due to

ot “*gthphrliitsvnh)
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is a profound lesson in the custom of
saying Tachnun on the day of Dbar Mitzvah.

You see, in matters of Torah and Mitzvoth one muet never
be satisfied with the achievements of the past, although
these were the best that could have been accomplished in that
stage of development. For, the Torah and Mitzvoth are end-
lesa, since they originate from G-d Who is Infinite., Con-
sequently, there is no 1imit to the devotion and joy with
which a Jew can fulfil G-d's Will, Thig is why there ig
always room for advancement in all matters of goodnees and
holiness in the daily experience of Torah and Mitzvoth.

3 Thus, while reaching Bar Mitzvah is indeed a great Yom
ov, the Bar Mitzvah boy does say Tachnun on this occasion,
to ask G-d's forgiveness for not having done better in the
past; for Tachnun, as you know, 1s a prayer for forgiveness
which all Jews say every day (except on Shabbos and Yom Tov)
for the selfsame reason.

On the other hand, if for some reason the past was not as
good as it should have been, there is certainly good reason
to say Tachnun. For, in such a case, the Yetzer, which is
shrewd and cunning, and whose job it is to confuse and dis-

| courage, tries to do so by saying, "Look here, you've failed
e in the past;it's no use. You might as well continue as be-
42 - fore." The best answer in such a case is, again, to say
- Tachnun most sincerely, in the fullest confidence of G-d's
‘“:"fbrsivaness. for we have the assurance that nothing stends
N7 gk ~ in the way of Teshuvah. Thus the Bar Mitzvah boy can start
___.Vith a clean slate. Indeed, our Sages of blessed memory,

o Mo .,1__,7'1: ell us that after Teshuvah one becomes even more endeared
ﬂnﬁ balovad by G-d,

| ?gi Ltr_pst that the above thoughts will also be your guiding
| : ._Lplea in life, as you begin your adult life as a Jew.
Th ' be a source of constant joy - true Yiddish

gl _.o ycmx! parenta. your community, and all our people.
,\ foi‘Sf.r g ,,m% H&tzlocho to go from strength to strength in

study of h Tw&h and the observance of the Mitzvoth,
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However, there




