RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON

Lubavitch .
770 Eastern Parkway WIMININT
Brooklyn 13, N. Y.

HYacinth 3-9250 O 3 P

FREE RENDITION

- By the Grace of G-d
6thi of Tishrei, 5733
Brooklyn, N, Y,

To the Sons and Daughters of
Our People Israel, Everywhere,

G=d bless you all!

Greeting and Blessing:

Following up the previous letter for the New Year, the main topic
of which was the special significance and teaching of Rosh Hashanah that

occurs on Shabbos, as it did this year, !

I wish to dwell here on another facet which distinguishes this entire
year, and consequently also the Rosh Hashanah of this year, from most
Rosh Hashanahs, It is the fact that this year's Rosh Hashanah ushered in
a Shemittah Year, Since Rosh Hashanah is the "head' (Rosh) of the year,
as mentioned in the previous letter, this added dimension, too, must assert
itself in each and all the days of the current year, including such days which
have no direct bearing on the observance of the Shemittah laws (because no

agricultural work is then done in any case),

The Shemittah Year is known as the "Shabbos' of the seven-year cycle

(or the so-called '""Sabbatical Year'), Insofar as work, in particular, is con-
cerned, 2 what Shabbos is in relation to the other days of the week in terms

of cessation from work and sanctified rest, the Shemittah year is in relation
to the other years, 3 with this difference: On Shabbos all work is prohibited,

whereas in the Shemittah year only agricultural work is prohibited, 4 as the
Torah declares: '"The land shall rest a Shabbos unto G-d ,., thy field thou

shalt not plant, and thy orchard thou shalt not prune, 19

Although the lessons we learn from the Seventh Day and from the
Seventh Year are similar in many respects, there is a difference in the main

concepts which they stress:
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Shabbos emphasizes mainly that G-d is the Creator of the world ("For
in six days G-d made the heaven and the earth”s); the Shemittah Year

accentuates mainly the fact that G-d is the Master of the world, now as at
all times, Man must attest by his actions that he ”OwnsG"‘ nothing; but that
everything is in the possession of the Master of all, e

Ir the Seventh Year the owner of a field or orchard renounces his own-
ership to these properties, in fulfillment of the Torah injunction: ""And the
( spontaneous produce of the) resting of the land shall be for food unto you
( alike with) thy servant and thy maid, "8 etc, Commenting on this verse, Rashi
explains: "'G-d says I have not excluded these from your use or food, rather that you
should not act as their proprietor, but evergygone shall have equal right to them.

In other words: The Shemittah year emphasizes the concept that although
the Creator has given the earth to man, for food and use, he must remember
that the real and permanent proprietor is G-d, as it is written, "To G-d be-
longs the earth and everything contained therein, the world and those that dwell
in it, "9 In order to emphasize and reinforce this awareness at all times, so
that it be actualized and implemented into the daily life, G-d set aside the
Seventh Year as a Shabbos-like (''Sabbatical'') year, when all work in the field
and orchard ceases for the duration of the entire year, during which period
the proprietor no longer claims possession of these properties, but is on par
with his servant, maid, etc, Or, as the Midrash puts it: ''His field is derelict
(Hefker); his trees are derelict; the fences are breached, and he sees his pro-
duce devoured, '10 etc,, yet he accepts it all - this is how a Jew attests to the

fact that the true Master of the world is G-d,

The concept that G-d is the Master of the world with all that is in it, 18
an idea which a Jew espouses every day of the year and expresses it in actual
fact by making a Brocho (benediction) over everything which he usesi! for

"food and use' (to quote Rashi), thereby declaring that G-d is King of the
Universe, Creator of everything, etc, However, in the year of Shemittah this

concept is accentuated with the utmost emphasis, as mentioned above,
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And this is one of the most edifying instructions of this year®s Rosh
Hashanah: It is not enough to acknowledge that the Supreme Being is the Creator
of the universe; it behooves us to remember also what logically follows from
this acknowledgment, namely that the Supreme Being is also, and at all
times, the Master of the world; and the constant awareness of it must be ex~

pressed in terms of the daily conduct throughout the year,
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And although the laws of the Seventh Year do not apply outside of the
land of Israel, 12 its spiritual content and instruction are applicable every-
where,
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The concept that the Supreme Being is the permanent Master 13 of
the world with all that is in it, as this concept is expressed during the Seventh
Year, finds a most conspicuous practical application in the matter of Tzedakah,
an all-embracing Mitzvah, 14 which requires of every Jewld to give away
part of his hard-earned money to a poor man who did not toil for it, and to a
Torah institution or other institution which cares for the needs of the needy,
Comes the Seventh Year and teaches a special concept in the matter of giving
Tzedakah: a) A person does not give away his own, but only that which G-d
has temporarily entrusted him as His agentl6 to the poor; b) Through shar-
ing his possessions with others, a person justifies that which he keeps for him-

self,

Needless to say, the practice of Tzedakah is not limited to money, but
includes '"money, body and soul, "17 spiritual Tzedakah, which obligates every
Jew to help another Jew who is ''poor' in Torah and Mitzvoth, However much
a person values his time and efforts to use them for his own Torah edification
and the practice of the Mitzvoth, he is told that he must not consider himself
as the exclusive proprietor, but must devote of his time and efforts to the
dissemination of the Torah and Mitzvoth among those who are ''poor and needy"

in these matters,

This is also one of the major aspects and resolutions of Yom Kippur,
characterized by Teshuvah, prayer and Tzedakah, as is also emphasized in
the Haftorah of the day: 'This is the fast I choose ... share thy bread with
the hungry ... when you see a naked person, clothe him, '"18 etc, Our Sages
explainl® that in addition to the plain sense of these words, they also mean
spiritual Tzedakah: To feed the "hungry' person who is starving for spiritual
sustenance, namely Torah, and bedeck with Mitzvoth the one who is ''naked”

of Mitzvoth,

Then there is the Divine Promise: Asser tfasser20 (the Torah-reading
for Shemini Atzeres), as explained by our Sages 21 of blessed memory, that
through giving tithes and Tzedakah, a person will not only not reduce that

which he has, but, on the contrary, it will %,greatly increased, 22 to the
degree of riches, And although the Mitzvoth in general (including Tzedakah23 )
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must be fulfilled not for the sake of the reward, but because G=-d, the
Creator and Master of the world, commanded them, nevertheless G-d has

given the assurance of a generous reward (Asser tlasser), both materially
- and spiritually,

With the blessing of

Chasimo u'Gmar Chasimo
Tovo

(Signed) Menachem Schneerson
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