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To All Studentsl , Boys and Gir152

Participating in thg Activities of

the Auspicious Day Lag b'Omer
G-d Bless You ~

Greeting and Blessing:

I was pleased to be informed of the forthcoming Auspicious Day Lag
o'Omer actlwtles. May G=-d grant that they be carried out with the utmost
success. And "'success' in this case means that these activities will stimulate
in each and every one of you additional powers and vitality® to march iorih from
strength to strength in the study of our Torah, Toras Chaim, the "guide" in the
daily life, a life worthy of living; the kind of study that leads to action, namely,
the fulfillment of the Mitzvoth~ by which Jews live.

The story of Lag b'Omer, as related in the Gemoro!, is well known. Our
Sages tell us that the disciples of Rabbi Akiva were stricken by a plague because
they were not respectful towards one another. But on the thirty-third day of
Sefira - Lag b'Omer - the plague stopped.

As in the case of all stories of the TorahB, which are also part of the Torah,
meaning 'instruction'', the story of Rabbi Akiva's students contains a lesson for
each and every one of us, particularly pupils, boys and girls.

To begin with: Since the Gemoro testifies that they were ''disciples of Rabbi
Akiva,'" it is clear that they were worthy of this title. This means that they were
dedicated to the Torah and Mitzvoth with devotion, diligence and Mesiras Nefesh
(seli-sacrifice), as the great Tanna and exalted Sage 10 hag taught them.

It follows that their lack of respect for one another could not have been Flue
to trivial matters, but was motivated by the high level of their spiritual standing
s '"disciples of Rabbi Akiva." '

The explanation of their conduct is to be found in the sa ing of our Sages, of
blessed memory, that people generally have different mindsl 2and different concepts.
Each individual has therefore his own approach in serving G-d'4, studying the Torah
and observing the Mitzvoth with ""Hiddur'. For example, one person may do it primarily
out of love for G=d, another person may do it primarily out of fear of G-d, athird may
do it primarily out of a sense of complete obedience ™”and submission to the Will of
G=-d, and so forth, though in actual practice, all of them, of course, fully and meticul-~
ously observe the Torah and Mitzvoth in the daily life.
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Now, being disciples of Rabbi Akiva, they were surely 'men of truth"” , who
served G-d with the utmost sincerity and devotion, which permeated their whole
being. Thus, it seemed to each one of them that his particular approach was the
right one, and anyone who had not attained his level was lacking in perfection.
Moreover, being disciples of Rabbi Akiva, who taught, "Thou shalt loveldthy
fcllow Jew as thyself - this is the great principle of the Torah, " they were not
content personally to advance from strength to strength in their own way of
serving G~-d, but they wished to share this with their friends and tried to influence
them to follow their path. Seeing that the others were reluctant to accept their
particular approach, they could not respect them to the degree that was to be

expected of the disciples of Rabbi Akiva.

In the light of the ebove, we can see that the story of Lag b'Omer in the
Gemoro teaches us what should be the right conduct of each and every one of us,
and the instruction is threefold:

a) Serving G-d, studying the Torah and observing the Mitzvoth, both the
Mitzvoth between man and man, and the Mitzvoth between man and G=d, must be
perfectlswith true inspiration and vitality, which permeate the whole of the person
and his daily conduct.

b) The above includes, of course, the great Mitzvo of V'Ohavto L'Reacho Komocho
(love your fellow Jew as yourdelf), which must also be fulfilled with the utmost vizality
and in the fullest measure. ’

c) Together with the above, a person must look kindly and most respectfully upon
every Jew, who is fully committed to all the Torah and Mitzvoth, but differs only in the
manner of worship, whether it is out of love, or out of reverence, etc.

A further instruction from the above is that even if one meets a Jew who has not
yet attained the proper level of Divine service, the approach must still be that of
respect and affection, in accordance with the teaching of our Sages, ''Judge every person
favorably.' It is necessary to bear in mind that the person lacking in commitment to
Yiddishkeit may not be responsible, ‘and that he simply may not have -had the opportunity to
receive the proper Jewish education. On the contrary, in such a case , one must pity
such a person all the more, and it is necessary to make the utmost effort to help him
come closer to Yiddishkeit, and to do so with love, respect and in a pleasant manner.

Let the great Tannal® Rabbi Shimon ben Yochoi, who, considered Lag b'Omer as
his day of personal joylg, be an example and i"épiratiﬁn to all of ,ug. For he said that
he was EBepared to give all his merits in order to séve the whole ‘world from judgment
(Succah““45b). In other words, he was prepared to give himself completely to a person
who has no merits of his own, whom he has never met, and who may be at the other end
of the world. How much more so should one be ready to give of himself for the benefit of
near and dear ones and all friends.
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May G-d bless each and every one of you”", in the midst of all our people
Israel, that you should live and act in accordance with the spirit of Lag b'Omer, as .
mentioned above, and that yoy.should do so with the utmost measure of true Ahavas
Yisroel, with joy and gladness of heart; and that you should go from strength to
strength in all your affairs, to hasten the realization of the words of the (Lag
b'Omer) week's Sidra: "I will break the barg of your yoke (insexile} and make
you go upright"%- in fulfillment of the true”™ and complete2 Geulo, through
our righteous Moshiach.

With blessing for Hatzlocho and good
tidings in the aforementioned

/Signed/ Menachem Schneerson
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