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Gresting and Blessings

1 am in receipt of your letter of November l4th, in
which you ask my opinfon ®as to whether {t L& & weakness
or impropriety™ to avold the purchase of goods made in

Germany. You add that you ask this question as & Jew, in
the light of Jewish law and custom,

Surely this 1s moxre a matter of feeling rather than s
question of Jewish law and custom. Consequently, as in all
matters of sentiment, 1t is difficult to express »n oplnion
thet would have universal application,

At any rate, 1t certalnly connot be categorized an a
"weakness.® On +h

¢ contrary, ® decision of this kind be-
speaks atrength of will, all the more sa since 1t entafla

Hor cen it be consldervd an “{mpropriety

" since it 1a
based on a principle which may be considered to come under
the tlttﬁw of r what Amalek did unte you," Foz,

as is well known, the Iinhumon atrocitics, ete,, agelnst eur
defenseless and lnnm.'.-nt brethzren were not perpetrated by &
small group, but was carried out with the knowledge, consent
and wven Gooperetion of tha vast majority of the

I'man M=
tion. Mereover, I do not think that anyone seriously belisves
that the Un of today is entixely different {rom Lhe

Qprwany of Usagdecades apo.

oo

“hile on this subject a point must be made which, une
fortunatoly, 1s often overlooked, It ls thet the so~oellod

"final solution,® which Hitler wished to bring about, can
tako vorious forms, It canm take the form of an mrt

Attempt
st physical exterminsilon, or it can be an insidicus p““:':
which is no less destructive

and perhaps even more 8o, name-
ly through sssimilation and { :

ntermarricge, a4 process which
began in Germany long before liltler, wen Jews tried te hide
their Jewish identity and conduct thel: daily 1ife 1ike

their Serman nei s and associates, etec, This process,

:;l: Eenf"m::: ;“ l.l“ "ﬂ "ﬁh”‘d“"}?“ ‘il -:umd us,
dThetever o 9 ¢ eifect 18 the wame,
Hitlerz, too, had a 'phirbllph?" ‘l-;llt "Jastified” his sctlons,

IL ic too :ﬁiﬂful o_subjeet to dwill on here, but the
conclusion la obvious. Euch and every onc of us who Ls sware
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of tho situation must do evervthing possible te counteract

tide of assimilation sitive and dediceted action to
:I::-qngth-n the eternal 3.:!.? values and Torsh-true institu.
tions in his commurdity and enviromment,

With blessing,
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