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FOREWORD
by the
LUBAVITCHER RABBI Kephw

The moral person r?‘zz.strivq to bring his personal
life and dally conduct n harmony with his convictions; to
live up to the standards of morality and ethics which he

would like alsp others to adhere to. This is particularly

true of the Jewish religious person, since the Jewish
ﬂ-h-ﬂt 3

religion 1s a way of)|liTe, conside the desd - the
actual conduct in the daily 1life - as the essential thing
and the ultimate purpose of knowledge. The Chasidic
philosophy goes a step further. While considering the 1
deed essential, it demands that the deed be permeated with
vitality m_d inwardness. Insisting that there ecan ba no
,"‘_E.\,Em uur}qqat[-'-'fﬁ: the actual fulfillment of duty, Chasidus

i
insists at the same time that such action bﬂ'"ﬂn.f_mated;

o B Hw
that the act have a "soul", It is only on this level that L TE i =]
a person can achisve true harmony in every aspect of his ﬂ’PbRﬂ wos =]
AT [D1oran we

daily life, phyﬁical. emotional and intellectualy harmony
andma world in which he lives.

As one studies the biocgraphy of the Alter Hebbe, the
exponent of the Chasidic teachings of the Baal Shem Tov
and the founder of the Chabad school of Chasidus, cne
cannot but marvel at the complete accord between his
personal 1ife and his philosophy and teachings, Indeed,
he was the living embodiment of all that he taught, and

more. It is for this reason alse that we find him to be

a person of many "accnmpli shments; down to small detail,
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He strove to

evelop hi 1f 4 .
velop himse n every way y. From his F.F-'

qtnt},early youth he was known to recite his daily prayers with

the kavenoth of the saintly ShelLoH (Rabbi Isaiah Hurwlitz),
based on the Kabbala of the Ari haKodosh (Rabbi Yitzchok
Luria), and all Gis daily a iii%%_fﬁff_ﬂﬁEE}Y robed

@ wdE£E+E§5]_§g;gl, reading the
Toraﬁﬂizi:;;grugutiunf and™a Baal Toke'a, sounding the

and carefully measured,

- 15
Shofar on Rosh Hashanah. In composing his Shulchan Azuch,

he personally checked and counterchecked weights apd
measures defined by Jewish Law., He studied ar -
gecmetry and astronomy in order not to have to rely on
others in Ef%ing calculations essential to the study of

the Talmud Q;d the making of legal decisions, Knowing

the value of Heginah in the attalnment of Devekuth, he
himself composed Miqunim and sang them with sculful ecstacy.
MetifulaU5 in all hie ways, he sifted scores of prayer
bouﬂsltu produce a prayer book punctilicus in version and
grammar.

The English reader is now fortunate in having been

_Eiggg_ifnuss to both the philosephy and biography of the

Alter Réﬁﬁ?; In regard to the first, the student of Chabad
is no longer dependent upon secondary sources (which are *

in any case very scarce). He can study the basic work of

Chabad, the Likutei Amarim (Tanva) in @ fﬂigf;_ﬁ*fr’??

English translation. As for the life story of the author,
the present volume fills a long-felt need, for it 1s the
first comprehensive biography of the Alter Rebbe in the
English language,
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Dr, Missan Mindel, who ha¥ the distinction

+he first to introduce the classic of Chabad 1i
the Likutei Amaxim (Tanya) of the Alter Rebbe, to the

Ir? { Englishwm has followed it up with another

"firgt,” the present blographical volume, For this

Center ars to be highly commended.

Yud-Tes Kislev, 5729
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noteworthy contribution the author and the Chabad Research

Menachen Schnesrson
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